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Bath in Molting Time. iSi; Cultivating Tbe 
Bints. 3S7. 

Tilton, Dr. Josiah Odin. A Screech Owl that 
Soaked, ij?. 

Tippelts, Mrs. K. B.. President Report ol, 390. 

Townsend, Maniey B., see Goode. Mrs. Harriet V. 
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Tremb&th, Mrs. Mabel H.. Presldeot. Report of. 

397. 
Tufts, R. W. CbristoMi Oaaas. j. 
Tylci. Wiosor M., Boston Region. 32. qi, 141, 

Umei. Cbula A.. QirUtmu Census, 14. 

Van Deren. Banutd, Chtutmu Censiu. 30, 

Vui Dyke, Tettiui, see Gibson, HaniiltoD. 

Van Hon, Dale R., A BirdB&lh (or Your Lawn. 

lao. 
Van Tyne, Jossetyn »nd Clmude, 



Vibeit, C. W_ md Geo. T. Gruvold. Ctiristmu 



W&lbridse, CaroHne C, SecreUiy, Reprat of. 3 
Walch, Weston. Christmas Census. 4. 
Walker. Alex.. Christmu Census. 31. 
Walker, Edith F.. see Tmy. Alice. 
Walter, lubells. Secretary, Report of, 360. 
Wamer. WiUis H.. see Fordyce. Geo. L. 
Way. W, Scott, Secretary. Report of, 361. 
W^djerger. H. W., see Fordyce. Geo. L. 



WenUinK, Margaret E.. Crows Bathioe. 119. 
Weston, Frauds M.. Jr.. Christmas Census, it. 
Wtkite, Bertha E., ChiistmBs Census, ig. 
Wbittaker, Edith H., The Blue jay Batbes in 

Winter, nS. 
Whittle, Mr. and Mn. Charles L.. see Fletcher, 

L.B. 
Wiggini. Mabel R.. Sparrow Meets Sparrow. 87. 
WiOuuns, Blair S., White Egret in Connecticut. 

US- 
Wilmott Geoige B.. Preudent, Report o(. 371. 
Wilson. Dr. and Mr*. Frank N., A Double 

Tragedy. 181. 
Wilson. EtU S.. Christmas Census, 11. 
Wilson. Gordon, see Lancaster, L. Y. 
Wilson. Mrs. Charles M.. Secretary, Report of. 

Wiswell. Amy P., Secreury. Rroort of. 377- 
Wood. Philo, The Long-tailed Chat. siS. 
Worley. John, see MeConnell, Hairy B. 



INDEX TO CONTENTS 



Advisory Coundl. Bird-Lore'i i. 

Air-guni. Law controlling sale of, 66. 

Alaska. Birds in, 139. 

Allen. Joel Asa[ji, Obituary of. 174; Photograph 

rf. »7S; Tribute to. 31* 343. 
American Biid-House Jaumal. noticed. 113. 
American Ornithologists' Union, exhibition of 

puntings at the. 45; Report of Annual Meeting. 

AAansas, 18. 

Aadubon Societies, Annual Meeting of the 
National Association of, 370. 31Q: Advisory 
Board of Directors, 330; Annual Report. 333: 
Reports of Field Agents. 343 ; State reports. 308. 

'Auk. The.' reviewed, gg, air, 317. 

Avocet, 148. 3'4- 

BaldpKte. 143. 15a. 107. 309. 
Bent a 'I^eHistorieaolNonh American Gullsand 
Tems.' reviewed.; 



Bird Banding. Manual of Instructions for. lit 
Bird Clubs. 177; List of, 358. 
Bird Houses, 75, go. 
Bird Migration, rgi, lii. igj. 301. 
'Bird Note* and News,' noticed, iij. 
Bird-of-Paradise, Sale of plumes of Uie, 167. 
Bird Protection. 117. aig. 176. 331, 345. 381. 
"' d Roervations in Texas, 176. 



Blackbird, Brewer's. 105; figured, fadng. 181: 
igSi igS. igg; Crow, igi; Red-winged. g>. 94. 
■43. "44. '07. 110. 146. 310; Rusly, 36, gj, g4. 

?5. 143, >05; figured, facuig, 181; igs. igg; 
'ricvlored, iro; Yellow -beaded, bgured, fadng. 

71; 78, 70. 84. 150. 105. am. 
Bluebird, figured, si, go; gi. 94. g6. 117. 143. 

147, JQO, log. lai, 345. 302. 30s. 3". 3"! 

Mountain. 40. 41, gS. 149; Western, 38, 40. gS, 

'4g. as*. 3"4- 
Boat-Bncd. 13^1; figured. 133. 
Bobolink, Law m New Jersey protecting the. 168; 

105, 106. ao7, ijo. 307. 
Bob-White, 33. 306. 107. 
Bufflehead. 33. 37. 40. 43. 
'Bulletin of the Elssei County Ornithological 

Club,' reviewed, gg. 
'Bulletin of the Ne» Hampshire Audubon 

Society, ' noticed, a j8. 
'Bulletin of the West Chester <Pa.) Bird Club.' 

noticed, i<S. 
Bunting. Indigo, aoi. ao6, 330, 306: Lark. 147; 

LazuL, 20g. aio, 356: Snow. 95. 
Burroughs. John. Obituary of. iig; Pbotographs 

of, no, laa: Birthday Message. 167; Memorial 

Association, 133, 314. 
Bush-Tit, g7, 149. aoQ. 355. 
Buizard, Turkey, see Vulture, Turkey. 



Birds' F 



,i. rSa. 183. 141, aSS. ago, 341. 

)' Food, igi. 

Birds' Plumage, 83, 360, 3gg. 
Birds' Songs. 141. 179. 

Bitten. 148. 305, 306; American, aoa; Cory's 
Least, figured, 161; Least, 305. 313. 



Catbird, 33, 33. S8. 93. g3. 96. aoi, aos. 3oS, 
Census, A Nest, r38; Bird-Lore's Twenty-first 
Christmas. 3; Twenty-second, 300. 
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Chewink, { 



Godwit, Mubled. , 



, 140. 'S^ loo. 



SS. »S4 



Cbickulee. gi, 3141 Blick-c^ipcd. figured, m, 
109. igi; loo; Long-Uiled. 147: Mountain. 147. 

ChickcD. Prune, 37, gj. 

Colondo. 19, 30. 38, 96, 147. 107, 31a. 

Coloration of bir<l>. ate; concealins, 310. 

-Condor. The,' reviewed. 158, 318. 

Couiectkut, 7, 8. 14s. 359. 381. 3S6. 3g6. 

CtNuei'vatKHi. United States Dept. of, 66. 

Cooke's 'Birds of tbe Waahmgtco Re^on, ' 
reviewed isi- 

Coot 91. 145. 14T; Americin, 03. 101. 107, 

Cotmocant, gS, 3101 Bnradl 1, 150; Double- 
crated. 33, 146. JOS. 3<* 311. 

Cowbitd. 143, 14s. 17s, .1B5. los. 907, 3031 
figured. 176. 383. 

Creeper, 04, 3001 Brown, figured, (uin^ 1. 60, 
95, 146. 100. 30s. 306. 309: Siem, 314. 

CroisbiU, American. 93; White-wiiiged, 93. 
figured, loii Red, figured, 301. 

Crow, 04, 08, 140, 145. 303. 

Cuckoo, Black-billei 30$, 154; Yellow-billed. 
JOJ, »o7. '5S. >S6- 

Curlew. 313; Hudioniau. 149. 309. 155. 3561 
Long-bUled. 40^ ts6, 314. 

DickdsseL 393, 397. 151, 353, 311, 

Dove. 106; Mourning. 91, 94, 144. ijj, 36S; 
figured, 178, 183, 183. 1S8. 308; young figured. 
17S: Wotem Mourning. 301. 

Dowitcher. 149. 150. 3SS- 306. 313. Sm: Long- 
billed. 150, 309. 

Duii. Black, 33. 33. 34. 93, 144, aoa; Fulvou* 
Tree, log; Greater Soup, 34. g3, 146; LesMT 
Scaup. 34. 3S. 93. "44. M7. 148. aoj. ISW 
Ring-necked. 146; Ruddy. 144, 148, 309; 
Scaup. 147, log; Wood. 33. I07. 1S4. 310; 
figured. 365. 



'El HoriKro.' reviewed. 151. 

Fanners' Bulletin. No. 1335. noticed. 358. 
Feathrm. Law regarding sale and wearing of. 167. 
Field Agients. Reports of. 345. 
Finch. California Purple. gS, 149, 3141 Canln's 

Purple, 314; Houie. 38, 147, 307; Purple. 33, 

93. 96, 300, joj. 300. 

FUcker. 85. 94. 95, 143. 147. 109. 345, figured. 

with nest. 1S7; 310; Golden-winged. 97; Red- 

ahafted. 97, 
Fbrida, 30. 31; bird protection in, 139, 361, 376, 

3^5. 3gO' 
Plycatcner. Alder, 103^ Crested. 305. 151, 154, 

30g-, Least. loi. 105; Olive-sided. 306, log. 

'$!• 'S6. 3M: Traill's, K>6. 307, 3S4. 'SS- 'S*>: 

Weitnii. iZ, 148. 156, 313- 

GabrielsoD's The Birds Found at Marshall 

Countr. Iowa.' noticed. 313. 
Cadwall. 35, 107- 
GanneC. 33, 34. 
Georgia, 3gr. 
Goitcatcher, Black-tailed, ass; Bhie-Gray, 144, 

asi; Western. 40, 97. 3r3. 



Golden-eye. 31. 3S. 37. 40. 93. 04. OS. 134- 

Goldfinch. 33, a47; Green-backed. r4g. 356; 

Lawrence's. log. 314; Willow. 98. 149, no. 

as6, 3'4- 
Goose. Blue, 146. 147; Canada. 33, 33, 96. 143. 

146, 311; figured, fadng, 331, 37a; Hutchin's. 

35, 147; Lraser Snow, 35, 146. 147; White- 

Grackle. Bronzed. 95, 143. 146. 19a. 193, los. 
ao7; figured, fidng, 175; figured, 338, 303, 
313; Fk>rida, figured, fadng, rT3; 197, 1931 
Purple, ga. 93, 94, 19a, 193, 195; figiifed. 
facing, 17S. 

Grebe, HolbocU'a, gS, t4S; Homed. 31, 3S. >46. 
31s; Pied-billed. 34. 36. t44. 146. >48. «>S. 
307, 3111 Red-necked, 3toi Western. 4a 97, 

Groibeu. Black-headed, ijo. >o7, 308. 356, 
3i3rBlue.io6. ao7. aog. aro. aS4, ij6; Evening. 
86, 91. 9s; figured. 104, 143; Puie. 01. 931 
Rosc-breasted. 10a. 105. asa, 305; figured. 

Gi^ Black-backed. 33; Bonaparte's. 40. OS, 
145, 150. joi. asa. 31s; Cahfomia, 9B, 150; 
Franklm's. 35; Glaucous-winged. 08. 1501 
Heerman'a, 40, g8, 313; Herring, 3a, 34, 94. 
98. 147. aos, 311, 34S; Laughing, 34. «": 
Ring-bTlled, 35, 37, 98. 144. 147, 130, >oa, 315; 
SlUae'-i, 314; Shwt-bilkd, 98; Western, 98. 



Hawk. Broad-winged, 34. jot, 306; Cooper'^ 34. 
307, loS, 306; Duck, 34, S3, 146, 306. 309: 
Ferruginous Rough-kgged, 98. 149; Fish, see 
Oq>rey: Harsh, 34, 04. 146, 306, 311; Pigeon, 
301, 300, 3ri; Red-bellied, aio; Red-tailed, 34, 
38. 311; Rough-l^ged, 33. 38, 146^ Sharp- 
shimied, 34. 147, 108. 306, 309, 313: Sparrow, 
34. 38, 10s. 306. 

HertMi. Anibony's Green, aog; Block-crowned 
Night. 9s. 146. 143. 304, logi Great Blue, 144, 
T46, 14S, 303, 30S, 3IO, aS4; figured. J37. 310; 
Green. 36: figured, with nest. 77, ros; loi, 
ao7, aoo. 306. 308; Little Blue. 330, 307, in. 

Howard's 'Territory in Bird-Life,' reviewed, 3S7- 

Hadsoo'i ' Birds of La Plata. ' reviewed, 4a. 

Htimmingbird. 1011 Allen's. 38, 148, 149, 309, 
313: Anna's. gS. aio, 113; Black-chinned, 156; 
C^Uope. as*''. Coata's. 130. 110, 15b. 314; Ruby- 
throated, T4g, 130. aos. JS>> 356. 306, 3it. 

Ibis, Wlute-faced GloMy. no. 
Illinois, >5, a6, gs, '45- >03, isr, 308, 363. 
Indiana, JS. 67. ST*. 303. 30S. 
Iowa. 36, 8«. 370- 

Jay, Blue, 56, S6, laS, iSa, 306, 355. 303, 30S, 
306, 311: Blue-fronted, 40, g?. I4g; Long- 
crested, 38; PiBon. 314; Woodhouse's, 38. 



304, 3 
Monti 



3, 94- 147. 140. 306. ao7. aoo. 



Kansas. 18, 3g. 
Kentucky, 16, >7, 344. 
KHIdecr, 36, 4r, 144, 146, 148, 105, 307. : 
figured, 313. 334. 
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, K>S. 311 



Kinibird. 11 

Wateni, 1 

K ingfiiiher. 94. ^ loj, no; figvredr 1 

Western Belted. 313- 
Kinglet, 314; Bolden-crowned. 33, 36, g 



Oriole. 314: Aiixon* Hooded. 150. no; Baltimore- 

I. »6, 145, --- " "" ■ 

5S6r Orcti 



[. 306, 313- 



. 40. M' 08. MB. 1 



i«. 30s. 306; 
Krtot. 306. 308, jij. 

Lark, Homed. 

Pniiie Homed ,,. . . .... . 

LegisUtkn. iii. iij. 167, 168. 171. lis, 170; 

Federal Game, 11^. 
Lincoln's * lostiuctiona for Bird fiandliiK.' 

Limuean Society. Abstract of the Proceedings of 
New York, reviewed. 44. 

Laagipai. 95; Laidand, os, 146. 147; Smith's, 146, 
Looo. 40, {^ 105. jio. 315; Red-throated, 40, gS. 



Mame. 4. 377. M3- 

'Maine Naturalist. The.' ooticed. 113. 

MiUard, 3S. 37. 03. M. 96. 144. I47. M>7. ssa 

154, 3">. 3"- 
Muheur Lake Reservation. 353, 36S. 
Martin. Purple. 36. 75, 144. 145. 147, 150, 101, 

MS. 348. JS". «6- 301, 307. 310, 311. 314; 

Weslem, 209- 
Maryland. iS. iifi, 363. 
Massachusetts, s. 6, 7. 304, 34s. 363, 373. 
McCUntodc, Nonnan. moving picture lectures by. 



Ovenbird. aoi, jos. 3o6- 

Owl. Bam. 33, 303. 3og; Great Honed. 34; fig- 
ured, tadng. iiQ. 163. 143: Long-eared. 34; Saw- 
iriiet figured, 8s. OS. 3B9; Screech, 137. 3S3; fig- 
ured. 177.333; Short-eaied, 34. 300; Snowy. oS- 



Penn^vania, 16, 17. 18, 33. 30*. 36g. 37i. 378, 

Pewee. Wood figured, with ne$t. 39; 105. loS, 

300, Jio. 3S6, 303. 313- 
Phainopepla. figured, 74; 97, 355, 356. 314. 
Phalaropc. Notthetn. 40. no, 313, 314; Red. 

3i4< 31s; WilsoD's. 305. 309. 
Phabe. Black, figured. 73: Sw's. 97. <47. "O- 
Pigeon. Band-tailed. 38. 14S; Chinese Spotted, 97. 
Pintail. 34. 35. 03, 96; figured, 105; 144, 14S, 

ijo, 307, 309, IS4. 3"- 
Pipit, 33. +0, 4". 07. 98. 147. 148. 1*9. 3H; 

American, 93. 141. 305. 
Plover. Bladi-bellkd, 140, 303, aog. 355. 308, 

313. 314; Golden, 308; Mountun, 41, 97; 

Piping. 104. 306; Semi-palmated, 40, 150, 393. 

30S. 30Q. 3SI. 3SS. 3s6. 3o8, 313; figured.r|| 

Snowy. 41, 156. 315; Upland. 147. 
Puffin, Tufted. 148. 



Meigwiser. American. 40, 98, 144, 149, loi; 

Hooded, 35; Red-breasted, 34. ijo. io>. 3s6. 
Merlin, Ridiaidson's, 148. 
Michigui. 31, 3S1. 

Minnesota. 31. 36. 94. 142. 3Q4. 143, 151. 303, 309. 
HinissipiH. 56. 

Miaaoun. 37, 38.35.95. 146. 106.354.311.365,389. 
Hockin^ird, 34. 88, 03. 07. '44. 14V. HO. 103. 

»oS. 355. 306. 
Hnrrelet. The. noticed. 113. 



n the, u 
Nelson's ' Report of Bureau of Biological Survey. ' 



New England. Bird Protection in. 345. 
New HlJolpshire. s. 358. 366. 384. 38s. 
New Jersey, 11. 14, 15. <6, 303, 366, 379. 386, 

395; Bobolink Lt.w m, 168. 
New York, 8. 9, 10, la, 13, 33, 93, 143. 300, 303. 

305- 37ft 371. 373, 373. 378. 383. 38S; L^is- 

Nighthawk, 197, 303, 303. 303. 310, 311. 

North Dakota, 18, 367. 

Nova Scotia, 3, 134. 

Nuthatch, 139; Pnpny. 309; Red-breasted, j 

93. 350. 30s. 306, 307. 309; White-bellied, g 

White-breasted. 305. 

Ohio, 33. 33. 34. 35. '45. aoj. 307. 367. 376- 
Oklahoma, 39. 108. 303. 
Old Squaw, 94. 95- 
Ontatio. 3. 4. 198, 301. 381. 
Ortgoa.y — -*« 



31.368. 



Rail. Virginia, figured, ji, 351; Vellow, 85. 143. 

Redhead. 35. 309. 

Redstart. 199. loi. 105. 348. 15a, 353. 306. 308. 

Redpoll. 91, 95. 

Rhode Island. 7. 36S. 

Roadrunner, 310. 

Robin. 34. 93. 94. 9S. 96. 97. I43. '**. '45. 147. 

149. 30O. 307. 109. 301. 304. 3'o. 3". 314; 

figured. 1S3, 1S3; nest figured. 8g. 349; Western, 

38; figured, 71. 
Robins. The legal killing of, 335. 

Sage. Mn. Mary S- Photograph of. 3S7- 
Sandeiling. 41. 103. 151. 30S. 315. 
Sandpiper, 313; Baiid's. 303. 315; Buff-breasted. 
30S; Least. 103. 305. 3o6. 209, 230, 351. 352, 
- ■ - ^ ... ii.3„;Red. 

30s; Spotte<9, 41. 149^ 304. 306. 31a. 151, 308; 
Stilt, 303. 35o;Wealeni, 209. 255. 

Sapsudiei. 140; Red-breasted, 40; Red-naped, 
jia; YeUow-hellied. figured. 107, 305. 309. 

SoentiGc Monthly, reviewed. 313. 

Scoter, Surf, 40. 4i. 08. 148. 149. 3I5; White- 
winged, 34. 36. 08, 140, ao3. 356, 315. 

Season. The. 33, 91, 143, 300, 349, 304. 

Shoveller, ^5, 93, 144, 148, ijo. 307, »oo, 254- 

Shiike. Migrant. 147. 304. 306. 330; Nortbem. 
33. 38. 93. 95. '46- 

Siskin. Pine. 33. 93, 147. 149. 309, 309. 

'Slab^ea.' Pbotographs of. 120. 133. 

Snipe. Wilson's, 3 a, 92. 94, 14S. 15O. 

Suowflake. 93. 

Solitaire. Townsend's. 148. 140, 313. 

South Carolina, 20. 

South Dakota. 38. 3S7. 
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Spamw. Blsck-cbianed. 314; Brewer's. 108. 314; 
Chipping. 87. 08. Hi, 144. us- <47. 'os. 107, 
JoS, log. 306, 314: figured, witb young. 163; 
Ctay-colored, 20J. 108; Engli^, 38, 301; 
figured, with ne»t, iSi; Field, 143, 107; Foi. 
38, 03. Q5. 14J, 144, I4g. 108.313. ji^iGanibel's 
41, (w, 147, lOS. 314; figured. 141; Golden- 
cromed, ji 4a 41. 9«. "40. >o8. 313; Grass- 
hopper, MI, 107; BJEured. witb nest. aSi; 
HaiHs's. 147. 303, 106. 307, jog. 311; Heo- 
slow*!, loS. lot. 305; Intennediate, 141). 108. 
313; Laifc. 140, n>3. los; Lincoln's, g4, 147, 
103. 107. 301; itufousKTowned, no; Savannah, 
9', 98. 145. I04. 106. K>7, 306; Song. 31. 1^6. 

143. 144. »50, iss. 3o*. 3'o. 3"i figured, with 
nest md young. 1471 Sirampi oj. 105; Tree. 
3'. 33. 3J. 38. 9>. M. 56. 309; Vesper, 08, 14^, 

144. 147, 10s. 301; Western Chipping. 41; 
WeMem Ltzk. 14Q, 301; Western Savannah, 
140; Western Vesper. 149; White-crowned. 34. 
301. 311; figured, 87; White- throated. 03, g;. 



State Societies, Reports of Affiliated. 359. 
Stilt, I4g, 150. log; Blaclt-necked, 314. 
Swallow. Bulk, 150, 205, :i07. lOg. 154. 156. 311. 

314; Bam, 34, 148. aoa. 50S, JIO. 3SO, 156.307. 

3". 313. 314; Cliff, 150. ass. 3t4; Northern 

Violet-Green. 150; Rough-winged, 34, 101, log. 

JS4; Tree, gj. g8, 14}. 148. 150. joa, jos, Jog, 

ajo, 303, 306, 3101 Violet Green, aog, igi, 314: 

White-bellied. 36- 
Swan, Whistling, 93, 145. 
Swift. Chimney, 101. loj. 106, 145. 308. 310; 

Vaui, 3og; White-throated. 40. 41. gS. aio. 
Taniger. Louisiana, tgg; Scarlet. 34. 305. aso, 

asi, 554; Western, ijo. no, 136. 313, 314, 
Tattler. Wandering, aog, aio. 31s- 
Teal, Blue-wioged. 107, as4. 310. 311; Cinnamon, 

14S, 150. log; Green-winged, 33. g7, gS, 144, 

147. 148. ISO, log. 
Tennessee. 117. 
Tern, Arctic, 345. 346; Blaci. figured. 50. 103. 

J3S; nest figured, jo. 105. 107. aog. asi. a54- 

ast>. 309. 311, 314; Caspian. 150, asS, 136, 309, 

311, 315; Conunon, 101, aos. iji, 311, 314. 

34S; figured, 346; Forster's, ajs, 136, 311, 314; 

Ijaat, no. is6, 311, 315; Roeei' 

figured, with nest. 347; young 

Royal, gS. 
Texas, Legislation in. 176. 
Thayer's. Abbot H., Contribution to Bird 

Prolection, 117. 
Thrasher, figured, 131; Brown, 143, 14s, 147. 

aoo. 105, 306. 15a, 30a; figured, ago. 
Thrush, Alaska Hermit, 38, 140; Audubon's 

Hermit, 313; BiclmeU's. 309; Gray-cheeked. 



aoa, 103,307, 313; Rusaet-backed. aog. 110, 153, 
313. 3>4: Varied, 38, 40. 97, 149, 108. 156; 
Wilson's, loi; Wood. 14a. aoi, »]S' '06. aso. 

Tippets, Mrs. Katherine, Pholograi^ of, 331. 

Titmouse, Tufted. Sg. 144, 146. jog. 

Towhee. 144, 405, 304. 305, 308; Green-tailed, 

Townsend's 'Supplemeot to the Birds of Essex 
County, Massachusetts.' reviewed, gg. 

Tumttone, 351, 306. 308; Black. 40, 41. log. is^. 
315; Ruddy, 103, 151. 



Vireo. Bell's. 107. 311: Blue«yed. ao6; Blue- 
headed. ao7, 3ogi Cassin's, 15a, 313: Button's, 

156; Least, ico; Philadelphia, 307: Plumbeous, 
3[3;Red-cye(I, 141, 103. ijo, 134,306. 310; Soli- 
tary. 144, aoi. aos; Warbling. 148. 130, aos. 
109. >s6, 300, 313. 314; White-eyed, x>i, 107; 
Yellow-throalwl, aos. 150, 131. 

Virginia. ig. 

Vulture. Turkey. 34. 37. 49. 103, aoj. 306. 310. 

Warbler, Audubon's. 149. 130. aoB, 313. 314: 
Bay-breasted, aoo. 307. 308; Black and White, 
figured. 104, 147. 101. 303, 10s. 3si> 306. 308; 
Blackbumian. aoa. 308. 310; 34, 10s. 304. 30S. 
308; Black-thioaud Blue, 101, aoa; Black- 
throated Gray, 40, 130, aog, aj6; Black- 
throated Green, 101. 306; Blue-winged, loi. 
aoa, 103, 106, 3Si: Calaveras, 130; Canadian, 
aoo. ao3, aos. 3o7; Cape May. joo. 101; 
Cerulean, 103; Chestnut- sided, aoi. aoa, aos, 
307, 310; Connecticut, 103, 309; Dusky, iio; 
Golden-winged. 103. 307, 30B; Hcnnil, 310; 
Hooded. 101; Kentucky, ao6, asa; Lulescent, 
40, 148, ISO, aog. tog. 336, 314; MacgiUivray's, 
tco; Magnolia, loi, 103, 308; Mourning. 203; 
Myrtle, 3a. 93. '46. aoi, aos. 'Sft 304, 30S. 
306. 30T. 30g; Nashville. 101. 303; Oiange- 
crowned, 97. 313; Palm, 103, 309; Rirula, 101; 
Pileolaled. 38, 40. gj. 148. 150, no. 136. 313, 
314; Fine, 144, ao3, aos; Prairie, 101, 331, 308; 
Prothonotary. 103; Tennessee, 100. aoa. 105. 
107, 308; Tolmie. 38, 148; Townsend's, 40, g7, 
149. ISO. 313, 314; Wilson's, ao3, 103. 3O8; 
Yellow. 38. 40. 101. los. 107, 308, log. 310, 
ai6, 130, asi. IS*. 30S. 3io, 313; Yellow Palm. 
31. 34. 143. i44i 145. 306; Yellow-throated, 
igg. aoi. 

Washington, D.C.,30, 34, ga, 144. 101. 150.307 

Water Ouiel. 40. 

Water Thrush, 349; Grinnell's, 105; Louisiana, 
34. 145. 103. 30.^; Northern, 101, 144, aso. 

Waiwing, BohetDian, 93; Cedar, 38, 40. 97, gS, 
149. J08. aio. 31a. 

West Virginia. 19. 

Whip-poor-will, 107. 109, 311. 

Whitman's ' Familiar Studies of Wild Birds. Their 
Haunts and Habits,' reviewed. 44. 

Widgeon, jii; European, 97, 98. 

Wiltel, 36, 149, 131, 156, 306. 313; figured, 3331 
Western. iS* aSS. 

Wilson Bulletin, The, reviewed, lOO, aia. 

Wisconsin, la, 86. 348, 193. 

Woodcock, 139, 145, 147. loo. 104. 

Woodpecker. Batcbelder's, 148; Cabanis'. 150, 
aio; Downy, 119. 147, 351; figured, 191; 
Lewis's. 149, 313; Northern Pikated. 35; 
Pileated, figured, 43, gj, aos. 106. 307; Red- 
bellied. 103; Red-heaided. 94. 91. 146, 105. 138. 

Wren, Bewick's, 103; Cactus, 155; CaAon, 156; 
Carolina, 35, 93, 147; House, 148. km, 301, 
105. 106, 11^, log, 130. 313; Long-billed Marsh. 

aoi; Parkman's. 40, 136; Rock, 108, 313; 

Sbort-billed Mar^ 103. 350. 309; Texas, 301; 

Tule. 148. 13a; Winter. 93, ao6, 144. 
Wren-Til, 335. 
Wyoming. 39; Elk Situation in, 170; Legislation 

in. 379. 



isi. 3(3, 307- 
rellow- throat. 310: Maryland, 301. 305, 306. 
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BIRD-LORE'S readers are Bird-Lore's partners. The maga- 
zine, as we have often stated to them, is not a commercial 
enterprise, but a cooperative undertaking, and is published 
in their interests. When, some years ago, conditions arose which 
made it necessary either to increase Bird Lore's price or reduce its 
size, we called a conference of our supporters and laid the case 
before them. The vote was unanimously in favor of the first- 
named alternative, and the price was raised from $1. to $1,50 a 
year. This step was taken against our will and with a hope that 
a decrease in manufacturing costs would in time permit us to 
return to our former subscfiption rate. 

But, unfortunately, the worst was yet to come ! Shortly before 
publication of our last number we received a bill for paper. A few 
years ago it would have amounted to $1,700; as a matter of fact 
it was for somewhat over $5,400! In other words, paf)er for which 
we formerly paid ^jyi cents a pound had risen to 17^ cents a 
pound; and since the bill for paper amounts to one-third 
the total cost of publishing Bird-Lore, it is clear that we are 
again confronted by a condition which can be met only by a 
larger subscription price or a smaller magazine. On this 
occasion, however, we propose merely to lay the case before 
our readers and to act without awaiting their advice, confident 
that they will approve our course as, at least for the present, 
the proper one. 

We are opposed to a further increase in the price of Bird-Lore 
and believe that if, so to speak, we reef our sails for a time, we 
can weather the storm. The signs of the times point to decreased 
manufacturing charges. 

Paper has already fallen from 17K to [5 cents per pound. 
This is still a long way from $yi cents, but it is much better 
than 20 cents ! 

Let us hope, therefore, for a further reduction in price. Mean- 
while we are sure our readers will appreciate the need for economy 
in space and accept a smaller magazine. If the autumn brings 
no relief we will again lay the case before them and seek their 
council. 
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Rustic Cedar Bird Houses 

In these houses we cater to the (astc of 
rhe customer as well as the Birds. RUSTIC 
houses are more like the hollow trees Birds 
nested in before the pruning ax of man made it 
necessary to provide artificial nesting places. 

We endeavor to give them interesting 
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shows that they are appreciated by both 
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a Sparrow in Three Months. 
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Beautifully bound in green cloth. Profusely illustrated with 
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Table of Contents, list of Illustrations and complete Index. 

These are splendid gifts for children or for any student of 
bird study. 

Volume I contains fifty colored plates by Fuertes, Horsfall, 
Brooks and Sawyer. Volume II contains a similar number of 
colored pictures and illustrations. 

These publications are now for the first time placed on the 
market in permanent book form. 
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Bird-Lore's Advisory Council 

WITH some slight alterations, we reprint below the names and 
addresses of the ornithologists forming Bikd-Lore's 'Advisory 
Council.' 

To those of our readers who are not familiar with the objects of the Council, 
we may state that it was formed for the purpose of placing students in direct 
communication with an authority on the bird-life of the region in which they 
live, to whom they might appeal for information and advice in the many diffi- 
culties which beset the isolated worker. 

The success of the plan during the twenty-one years that it has been in 
operation fully equals our expectations. From both students and members of 
the CouncQ we have had very gratifying assurances of the happy results 
attending our efforts to bring the specialist in touch with those who appreciate 
the opportunity to avail themselves of his wider experience. 

It is requested that all letters of inquiry to members of the Council be 
accompanied by a stamped and addressed envelope for use in replying. 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OP MEMBBR8 OP THE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

UNITED STATES AND TERRITORIES 
Al^SKA.— Dr. C. Hart Merriam, 1919 16th St., N. W., Waahinglon, D. C. 
Arkansas. — ^Alberl Lano, 220 E. Lafayette Ave., Fayetteville, Ark. 
Arizona, — Harriet I. Thoniber, Tucson, Ariz. 

California. — Joseph Grinnell, University of California, Berkeley, Calif. 
California.— Walter K. Fisber, Palo Alto, Calif. 
Colorado.— Dr. W. H. Bergtold, iijg Race St., Denver, Colu. 
Connecticut.— J. H. Sage, Portland, Conn. 
Delaware.— S. N, Rhoads, Haddonfield, N. J. 

District op Columbia. — Dr. C. W. Richmond, U. S. Nat'l. Mus., Washington, n. C. 
Florida. — Frank M. Chapman, Am. Mus. Nat. History, New York City. 
Florida, Western.- R. W. Williams, Jr., U. S. Dept. Agriculture, Washington, I). C. 
Georgia. — Dr. Eugene Murphy, Augusta, Ga. 
Illinois, Northern.— B. T. Gauh, Glen Ellyn, III. 
Illinois, Southern.— Robert Rldgway, OIney, III. 
Indiana. — A. W. Butler, State House, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Iowa. — C. R. Keyes, Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 
Kansas.— Harry Harris, 18 W. sjd St., Kansas City, Mo. 
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Kentucky.— A. C. Webb, Nashville, Tenn. 

Louisiana. — Prof. George E. Beyer, Tulane University, New Orleans, La. 

Maine, — A. H. Norton, Society of Natural History, Portland, Maine, 

Massachusetts.— Winsor M. Tyler, Lexington, Mass. 

MicmcAN. — ^Prof. W. B. Barrows, Agricultural College, Mich. 

Minnesota. — Dr. T. S. Roberts, Millard Hall, University of Minn., Minneapolis. Minn. 

Missouri .^-O. Widmann, 5105 Morgan St., St. Louis, Mo. 

Montana. — Prof. J. M. Elrod, University of Montana, Missoula, Mont. 

Nebraska. — Dr. R. H. Walcott, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb. 

Nevada'.- Dr. A. K. Fisher, Biological Survey, Dept. of Agr,, Washington, D. C. 

New Hampshire.— Dt. G. M. Allen, Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., Boston. 

New Jersey, North etn.^F rank M. Chapman, Am. Mus, Nat. History, New York City. 

New Jeksev, Southern. — Witmer Stone, Academy Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. Pa. 

New Mexico. — Dr. A. K. Fisher, Biological Survey, Dept. of Agr., Washington, D. C. 

New Yobk, Eastern. — Dr. A. K. Fisher, Biological Survey, Washington, D. C. 

New York, Western.— E. H, Eaton, Hobart College, Geneva, N. Y. 

North Dakota. — Prof, 0. G. Libhy, University, N. D. 

North Carolina. — Prof. T, G. Pearson, 1974 Broadway, New York City. 

Ohio.— Prof. Lynds Jones, Oberiin CoUege, Oberlin, Ohio. 

Oklaboma.— Dr. A. K. Fisher, Biological Survey, Dept. of Agr., Washington, 1). C. 

OkECON, — W. L. Finley, Milwaukee, Ore. 

Pennsylvania, Eastern. — Witmer Stone, Acad. Nat. Sciences, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Pennsylvania, Western. — W. E, Clyde Todd, Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Rhode Island. — H, S. Hathaway, Boi 1466, Providence, R. I. 

South Cakouna. — Charleston Museum, Charleston, S. C. 

Tennessee. — Albert F. Ganicr, Nashville, Tenn. 

Texas.-— H. P. Attwater, Houston, Texas. 

Utah.— Prof. Marcus E. Jones, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Vesmont,— Prot. G. H, Perkins, Burlington, Vt. 

Virginia. — Dr. W. C. Rives, 170* Rhode Island Avenue, Washington, D. C. 

Washington. — Samuel F. Rathburn, Seattle, Wash. 

West Virginia.— Dr. W. C. Rives, 1702 Rhode Island Avenue, Washington, D. C. 

Wisconsin. — H. L. Ward, Public Museum, Milwaukee, Wis. 

CANADA 
Alberta. — G. F. Dippie, Calgary, Alta. 

British Cohimbia.— Francis Kermode, Provincial Museum, Victoria, B. C. 
Manitoba. — Ernest Thompson Seton, Greenwich, Conn. 
Nova Scotia.— Harry Piers, Provincial Museum, Halifax, N. S. 
Ontario, Eastern. — James H. Fleming, (67 Rusholme Road, Toronto, Ont. 
Ontario, Western. — W. E. Saunders, London, Ont. 
Quebec.- W, H. Mousley, Hatley, Quebec. 

MEXICO 
E. W. Nelson, Biological Survey, Dept. of Agr., Washinglon, D. C. 

WEST INDIES 
C. B. Cory, Field Museum, Chicago, III, 

GREAT BRITAIN 
Clinton G, Abbott, Conservation Comnussion, Albany, N. V. 
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Bird-Lore's Twenty-first Christmas Census 

THE highest number of spedes recorded in this census, in the northern 
and middle Atlantic States, is 38 at Montauk, Long Island, and Cape 
May, N. J.; in the south, 58 at Plant City, Fla., and in the Mississippi 
Valley, 35 at Kansas City; and on the Pacific Coast, Santa Barbara with g6 
bas no close competitor. 

The unusually open season, no doubt, accounts for a number of sporadic 
records of birds far north of their usual winter range, such as the Phoebe, 
Catbird, and Palm Warbler. 

The early date at which the census goes to press leaves little opportunity 
for statistical study of it. We may note, however, that the 'comeback' anti- 
cipated for the Golden-crowned Kinglet exceeds our expectations. In the 1919 
census, 36 of the 138 lists for states east of the Mississippi reported i to 11 
individuals of this species, with a total of 85. Tliis year (1920), 41 of 134 lists 
record i to 37 individuals with a total of 378. 

On the other hand, the scarcity of birds in places is less general than was 
anticipated. The average total species for Massachusetts is 14, versus j6 in 
1919; whereas in New York it is 17, and in New Jersey it is 30, in both 1919 
and 1920. In Ohio, however, there has been an increase of from an average of 
16 in 1919 to 18 in 1920. — ^J. T. Nichols. 

Cambridge, England. — Dec. 12. Snowing; temp. »8°. Moorhen, 3; Lapwing, ij; 
Great Spotted Woodpecker, i; Green Woodpecker, i; Rook, 50; Starling, 75; House 
Sparrow, 100; Pied Wagtail, 4; Grey Wagtail, 3; Wren, 10; Tree Creeper, 3; Nuthatch 
1; Great Titmouse, 4; Blue Titmouse, i; Redbreast, 10; Hedge Sparrow, i; Song Thrush, 
151 Blackbird, S. Total, 18 species, 313 individuals. — Alfred C. Redfield. 

CamroBe, Alheita <to Dried Heat Lake). Dec. aj; i to 5 f.u. Clear; 8 in. bdow; 
west wind, light; average temp 33° above. Two miles on foot. Sharp-tailed Grouse, 
16 {2 coveys); RuSed Grouse, i (Red Uil); Blue Jay, i; Downy Woodpecker, i; Snow- 
ilake, ao; Redpoll, 30; Black-capped Chickadee, 2. Total, 7 speciei, about 71 individuals. 
—Frank L. Fakley. 

Wtrifrille, Nora Scotia. — Dec. 17; 9 a.u. to i p.h. Cleat, ground bare and frosen; 
no wind; temp. 33°. Eight miles. Area, wooded ridge above town, Greenwich to meadow 
lands adjacent to the Cornwallis River and return. Herring Gull, 8; Black Duck, too 
(approiimately); Canada RuSed Grouse, t; Crow, 7; Black-capped Chickadee, 3. 
Total, ^ species, approximately iig indivjduab. — R. W. Tufts. 

Quebec, P. Q. (BergerrHle, Ste. Poye, Cap Rouge, Bridge, Sillerr). — Dec. 16; 
8.30 A.u. to 3.30 F.u. Clear; t8 in. snow; wind west, moderate; temp. —13* at start, 
— 4° at return. Fifteen miles on foot. Canada Ruffed Grouse, i; Downy Woodpecker, i; 
Pine Grosbeak, i; White-winged Crossbill, to. Total, 4 species, 34 individuals. — 
Harrison F. Lewis. 

Ottawa, Ont. (to Hull, Quebec, Fairy Lttke, TetreauTille and return). — Dec. 34; 
1-55 P.M. to dark, 5.15 p.ii. Clear; 5 in. snow, of which ^ in. was frozen crust; wind 
west, 15 miles; temp. 17° at start, 13° at return. The heavy crust on the snow made 
walking difficult and noisy; observing conditions consequently very bad. Street car 
3 miles, on foot 5 miles — total 8 miles. Observers together. Downy Woodpecker (?), 
i; Purple Finch, 2; Pine Siskin (7), t; Tree Sparrow, 3; Brown Creeper, 3; Red-breasted 
(3) 
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Nuthatch, t; Chickadee, 4. Total, 8 species, 19 individuals. — HovES Lloyd and 
Frank C. Hennessey. 

Bowmanville, Ont. — Dec, 27; 1,15 to 6 p.m. Cloudy; 3 in. of snow; wind northeast, 
very light; temp. 26" to 30°. Twelve miles on foot. (Cooper ?) Hawk, 1 ; Downy Wood- 
pecker, I ; Flicker, 1 ; Homed Lark (fresh tracks in snow identified as belonging to the 
Horned Lark by the long hind toe-nail), 6; Crow, 3; Snowflake, loo; Junco, 10; Song 
Sparrow, 5; Chickadee, 50. Total, 9 species, about 177 individuals. Other species seen 
in the last ten days: Herring Gull, Bufflehead, Hairy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Goldfinch, 
Brown Creeper, Golden- crowned Kinglet. — Maitlakd G. Gould. 

London, Ont. (Tidoity of). Dec. 16; S.30 a.u. to 11.30p.11. Sky overcast; 1 or 3 in. 
of snow on ground; brisk east wind; temp. 33° at start, 39* at finish. Combined list of 
four parties covering adjacent territory. American Merganser, 3; Golden-eye, i ; Red- 
shouldered Hawk, i; Great Horned Owl, i; Kingfisher, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; 
Downy Woodpecker, 8; Blue Jay, 8; Crow, 11; Snow Bunting (flock heard flying over, 
not seen; number unknown); Tree Sparrow, 17; Junco, 72; Song Sparrow, 5; Cardinal, 4 
(two pairs); Brown Creeper, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Black-capped Chickadee, 
j6; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 37. Total iS species, 303 individuals (plus Snow Bunt- 
ings).— W, E. Sadndms, C, G. Watson, T. D. Pattehson, J. F. Calvebt and E. M. 
S. Dale (Mcllwraith Ornithological Club). 

Leamington to Point Pelee, Ont.- — Dec. 24; g.30 a. 11. to 4 p.u. Cloudy; ground bare; 
wind strong, west; temp, about 25". Homed Grebe, 4; Herring Gull (about) 90; American 
Merganser, 10; Ducks (unidentified), 20; Bob- white, 12; Marsh Hawk, 3; Red-shouldered 
Hawk, r; Downy Woodpecker, i; Crow, (about) 44; Bronzed Grackle, t; Vesper Sparrow, 
i; Tree Sparrow, (about) iSo; Junco, 1:2; Song Sparrow, 8; Cardinal, 9; Cedar Waxwing, 
ly, Brown Creeper, 3; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 34; Robin, 3. Total, iS species, 471 
individuals. The following have also been seen recently: Screech Owl (heard). Bald 
Eagle, Flicker, Goldfinch, and Chickadee.— Earx W. Calvert. 

Amprior, Ont. — Dec. 15; 9.10 A.u. to 4.30 p.u. Fine and dear; 4 in. of snow with a 
hard icy crust; wind northwest, moderate; temp. — 5° at start, —2° at retum. Twenty-five 
miles on foot. Observers separate. American Golden-eye, 1; Canadian Ru£Fed Grouse, 
ij; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 3; American Crow, 23; White-winged 
Crossbill, 46; American Goldfinch, i; Snow Bunting, 3;; Song Sparrow, i (unusual in 
winter); Brown Creeper, 16; White-breasted Nuthatch, 7; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 5; 
Black-capped Chickadee, 39; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 5. Total, 14 species, 202 in- 
dividuals. Seen recently (Dec. 19), Blue Jay, 3. — Lighobi Gobmley and Chables 
MacNaiiaba. 

Waterrille, Maine. — Dec. 14; 9 a.u. to 4 r.u. Clear; 2 to 3 in. of snow on ground; 
wind, northwest, strong to moderate; temp. 16° at g a.m., 20° at 4 p.m. American Mer- 
ganser, 2; Black Duck, 2; American Golden-eye, 3; Canadian Ruffed Grouse, 7; Crow, i; 
RedpoU, 8; Northern Shrike, 2; Brown Creeper, 4; White- breasted Nuthatch, t; Black- 
capped Chickadee, j2. Total, 10 species, 52 individuals, — Edwabd H. Pebeins. 

Kennebunk, Maine (to Parsons Beach and back).- — Dec. 24; 9 a.u. to 4 f.m. Clear; 
thin snow and ice in woods, none in open country; wind west, strong and gusty; temp. 
30°. Nine miles on foot. Observers together. Homed Grebe, 3 (probably many more 
not seen); Loon, i; Great Black-backed Gull, 12; Herring Gull, 90; Golden-eye, 5 (prob- 
ably American); Old Squaw, 35; American Scoter, 1; White-winged Scoter, i; Common 
Crow. 40; Horned Lark, t. Observation of the flock of Old Squaws and Scoters was very 
difficult and unsatisfactory; no doubt more were present than could be positively iden- 
tified. Total, 10 species, about 189 individuals. Dec. 23, flock of 6 or 7 Robins 17 miles 
south of here and within sight of the ocean.— Siehlinc Dow and Edward B. HincKley. 

Brunswick, Main* (Maquolt Bay, Menymeetinj; Park). — Dec. 96; 9 a.u. to 4.30 
P.M. Fair; wind, northwest; i in. of snow with icy crust; temp. 10° at Start, 20° at retum. 
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Bird-Lore's Twenty-Hrst Christmas Census 5 

Fifteen miles on foot. Herring Gull, 158; Canada Rufled Grouse, 1; Downy Wood- 
pecker, li Crow, io; Chickadee, 4. Total,*5 species, about 185 individuals. — Wegion 
Waich. 

Goffstown, H. H. (to Summit nncaaoonuc Uts. vU Shirley HUl and r«tt>ni). — 
Dec. 16; n A.M. t0 4-3cip.if. Cloudyi ground bare in open, crusty snow and ice in noodt; 
wind south, very light; temp. 15° at start, 13° at return. Eight miles on foot. Ruffed 
Grouse, 4; Downy Woodpeclier, i;Tree Sparrow, 50; Slate- colo red Junco, jo; Chicksdee, 
j; Golden- crowned Kinglet, 6. Total, 6 species, about g6 individuals. — Maubice E. 
Blaiss£LL. 

Wlton, H. H.— Dec. 35; 8 a.m. to ta u. Clear; no snow; brisk west wind; temp, la' 
to 35°. Downy Woodpecker, j; Starling, 4; Goldfinch, 4 (one aock}^ Junco, 8 (one flock); 
Brown Creeper, i; Northern Shrike, 2; Chickadee, 5 (one flock). Total, 7 species, tj 
individuals. Dec. z6. Golden- crowned Kinglet, i; Hairy Woodpecker, i; White-breasted 
Nuthatch, 2; and Tree Sparrows, 11. — Gzobge G. Blanchasd. 

Wells River, Vt. (from Wells RiTer on flrat nmce of hills back to th« Coimecticat 
River toward Newbuir, retnming on bank of river). — Dec. aS; g a.m. to 3 p.u. Flurries 
of snow alternated with sunshine; 10 in. snow on ground; Ijght northwest wind; temp, aa' 
at start, 30° at close. 10 miles on foot. Merganser, 8; Golden-eye, 6; Ruffed Grouse, 1; 
Downy Woodpecker, 2; Northern Pileated Woodpecker, 1; Blue Jay, 4; Crow, 4; 
Redpoll, 40 (two flocks); Slate-colored Junco, 3; Chickadee, 10 {two flocks); Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, 1. Total, 11 species, 81 individuals. — Wendell P. Smith. 

Bennington, Vt.— Dec. 36; 8 a.m. to 11.30 p.m. Sky covered all over with a thin 
layer of clouds; ground bare; wind north, light; temp. 8° at start, iS° at return. Six- 
mile walk. Ruffed Grouse, 9; Downy Woodpecker, i; Homed Lark, 3; Blue Jay, 6; 
Crow, 11; Starling, 50-)-; Pine Siskin, 16; Tree Sparrow, 73 + ! Northern Shrike, i; 
Chickadee, 8. Total, 10 species, i8o-t- individuals. The absence of Nuthatches is very 
unusual. — De. and Mas. LucRETins H. Ross. 

HowbtiiT, Mass. — Dec. 16; 1.45 to 4.15 p.m. Cloudy; ground bare; wind southeast, 
very light; temp. 10° at start, iS° at return. Herring Gull, i; Old Squaw, a; Ruffed 
Grouse, i; Flicker, i; American Crow, (about) 400; Chickadee, 3. Total, 6 species, 
(about) 408 individuals.— Henbv Curtis Ahl. 

Ljnin, HasB. (to Harblehead Heck and return).— Dec. 16; 10.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Clear; 
ground bare; wind west, light; temp. 13°. Observers together. Partly by trolley car, 
Holbodl'sGrebe, 3; Homed Grebe, 6; Loon, i; Black Guillemot, 3; Black-backed Gull, i; 
Herring GuU, 400-I- (est,); Cormorant, 3; Red-breasted Merganser, 39; Golden-eye, 61; 
Old Squaw, 3; Scoter, 5; Ring-necked Pheasant, 3; Flicker, 7; Crow, 6; Snowdake, 10; 
Northern Shrike, i; Robin, i. Total, 17 spedes, 551-!- individuals. — EnMimo and 
LtDiAN E. BuDOE. 

Lpm, H>M. (Lyiin B»acta, around Little NElunt and Naliant and back). — Dec. 34; 
9.30 A.M. to I P.M. Cloudy, clearing toward noon; ground bare; wind southwest; temp. 
iS" at start, 33° at return. Nine miles on foot. Observers together. Holbcell's Grebe, 
4; Homed Grebe, a; Dovekie, i; Black-backed Gull, 3; Herring Gull, 1,000 or more; 
Red-breasted Merganser, i; Golden-eye, 25; Bufflehead, 61; Old Squaw, 10; American 
Scoter, 11; White-winged Scoter, 8; Homed Lark, 7; Crow, 10; Starling, (about) 100; 
Total, 14 species, (about) 1,250 individuals. Dovekie seen very near shore; probably 
driven in by storm or slightly injured. — Geace K. Eabi.e and Osbokme Eaele. 

Bosbm, HaM. (Franklin Park, Arnold Arboretum and vicinity). — Dec. 14; 10 a.m. 
to 4 P.M. Ooudy; wind west, light; temp. 40* at start, 35' at return. Observers together. 
Herring Gull, 50; Ring-necked Pheasant, 5; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, i; 
Downy Woodpecker, i;NorthemFlicker,6;Cron,65;Starling,4;Slate-colored Junco, 7' 
Brown Creeper, a; Chickadee, so; Golden-crowned Kinglet, la. Total, xa spedei, r74 
individuals. — Gkoeok MacDomald and Cbamdlek Beooee. 
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I,«oiiiiiut«r, Hub. (to Lowell and back). — Dec. asi 8 a.u. to 6.30 f.u. Clear; 
ground barei wind Dorthwest, blowing a gale; temp. iS" at start, s" at return. Herring 
Gull, ao; Downy Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 5; Crow, 23; Goldfinch, so; Tree Sparrow, to; 
Junco, 35; Myrtle Warbler, 1; White- breasted Nuthatch, 5; Chickadee, i. Total, 10 
species, loj individuals. — Edwin Russell Davis. 

Sharon, Haas. — Dec. iS; g a.u. to i r.u. Partly cloudy; 3 in. of snow; wind north- 
nest, light; temp. ji° most o( the time. Five miles on foot. Bob-white, 6; Ruffed Grouse, 
7; Downy Woodpecker, 3; Flicker, i; Blue Jay, 13; Crotv, 13; Starling, 6; Purple Finch, 3; 
Tree Sparrow, n; Slate-colored Junco, 45; Northern Shrike, i; Brown Creeper, 1; 
Black-capped Chickadee, 23; Golden -crowned Kinglet, 6; Robin, i. Total, is species, 
ISO individuals. — Mrs. Habriet U. Goooe, Harry G, Higbee and Manley B. 

TOWNSENS. 

Weston, Blaas. — Dec. 36; g.45 a.m. to 13 u. and i to 4 p.u. Fair; ground bare; no 
wind; temp. 11° to 93°. Overcast in r.u. All on foot. Ruffed Grouse, 3; Ring-necked 
Pheasant, 3; Hairy Woodpecker, j; Downy Woodpecker, i; Blue Jay, 6; Crow, 488; 
White-throated Sparrow, i ; Tree Sparrow, jj; Junco. 24; Song Sparrow, i; Winter Wren, 
i; Brown Creeper, i; White-brpasted Nuthatch, 2; Black-capped Chickadee, 17; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, g; Robin, i. Total, 16 species, 586 individuals. — Warren F. Eaton. 

Southampton, Haas. — Dec. 16; 8.30 a.m., 5 hours. Clear; ground bare; in morning 
no wind, later light west wind; temp. 40° at start. Ruffed Grouse, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 
3; Blue Jay, s; Tree Sparrow, 117-I-; Slate-colored Junco, 15; Black-capped Chickadee, 
18; Robin, 3. Total, 7 species, 163 individuals. Dec. 20: American Crow, 3. Dec. 13; 
Starling, 35. — Bessie M. Graves. 

Holyoke, Hbbb. (Ticiuitjr of Mt, Tom Range).— Dec. 3s; 7 a.m. to i p.m. Clear; 
ground entirely free From snow; Connecticut River and large ponds open; wind west- 
northwest, absent at start but increasing as day wore on, which raised the dust from 
plowed fields as well as roadways and blew across the valley in clouds; temp. 19" at 
start, 37* at return. Eight to 10 miles on foot. Two observers together, joined by third 
at end of trip. Ring-necked Pheasant, t; Ruffed Grouse, 6; Goshawk, i; Hairy Wood- 
pecker, i; Downy Woodpecker, i; Blue Jay, i; Crow, 8; Starling, 10; Tree Sparrow, 4; 
Junco, 11; Northern Shrike, 2; Brown Creeper, 1; White-breasted Nuthatch, i; Chick- 
adee, 14; Golden -crowned Kinglet 5. Total, is species, 69 individuals. Sparrow Hawk 
and Great Homed Owl observed Dec. 23, the latter at South Deerfield. — Abthdr, 
Mitchell, Aaron C. Bagg and John L. Bago. 

wmiamBtowii, Mass.— Dec. 34; 8 to it a.m. Partly cloudy with snow flurries; 
ground bare except on bills; strong northwest wind; temp. 38° at start and end. About 
S milee covered; altitude 600 to 1,200 feet; town, rural and woodland country. Ruffed 
Grouse, 4; Downy Woodpecker, i; Crow, 3; Starling, 6; Junco, 14; Brown Creeper, 3; 
White-breaated Nuthatch, i ; Black-capped Chickadee, 30. Total, 8 species, 5 1 individ- 
uals. A scarcity of birds has been noted here all the month. — Wh. J. Cartwrigbt. 

Wareham, MaaB.— Dec. 35; 7.45 a.m. to iz. 15 p.m., 2.15 to 4.1s p.m. Clear, becoming 
cloudy; ground bare; wind northwest, at first light, gradually freshening; temp. 10° 
at start. Approximately 5 miles on foot (between points by automobile). Observers 
together. Homed Grebe, 8; Black-backed Gull, i; Herring Gull, 136; Red-breasted 
Merganser, 8; Black Duck, Sj; American Golden-eye, 140; Old Squaw. 1; White-winged 
Scoter, 7; Canada Goose, 7; Red-tailed Hawk, I ; Belted Kingfisher, i ; Downy Woodpecker 
t; Northern Flicker, 6; Homed Lark, 8; Prairie Homed Lark, 2; Blue Jay, 4; Crow, ss; 
Starling, 85; Meadowlark, 9; Goldfinch, i; Tree Sparrow, z; Slate-colored Junco, 17; 
Song Sparrow, 11; Swamp Sparrow, 3; Myrtle Warbler, 40; Chickadee, 31. Total, 35 
species, 633 individuals. — L. T, Little, C. A. Robbins and W. L. Robbins. 

Cohaaset, Haas. — Dec. 25; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Clear; no snow; brisk north wind; temp. 
13' at (tait, 18° at lettim. Distance covered 10 miles on foot — aeaahore, salt marahes. 
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mixed woods and fanning counby. Tbiee workers hunted together. Holbccll's Grebe, 3; 
Cre«t Northern Diver, 5; Great Black-backed Gull, i; Herring Gull, 500 + ; Red- 
breasted Merganser, i; Old Squaw, i; White-winged Scoter, 6; Hawk (probably Rough- 
legged), i; Ricker, i; Crow, 10; Junco, 64; Tree Sparrow, i; Song Sparrow, i; Brown 
Creeper, 3; White-breasted Nuthatch, i; Chickadee, 14; Golden-crowned Kinglet, t6. 
Total, 17 species, 639-f- iDdividuab. — L. B. Fletcher and Mr and Mss. Charles L. 

Uxttupoisett, Hus. — Dec. tsi Jo-io a.u. to 13.30 vM. Clear) bare ground; wind 
northwest, heavy; temp. J4* at start, 30° at return. Sii miles on foot. Observers 
together. Homed Grebe, 6; Herring Gull, s; Old Squaw, 71 Scoter, 50-!-; Downy Wood- 
pecker, i; Flicker, 4; Blue Jay, 9; Crow, 8; Starling, 6; Meadowlark, 18; Crossbill, 1; 
Goldfinch, 6; Pine Siskin, i; Tree Sparrow, i; Junco, 6; Song Sparrow, 4; Myrtle Warbler, 
44; Chickadee, 7; Golden-crowned Kinglet, g; Robin, 1. Total, aospecies, 306 individuals. 
Mr and Mrs. J. E. Norton Shaw. 

FairluiTen, Utua. (Sconticnt Heck region). — Dec. 36; it id. to 3 r.u. Clear; ground 
bare; light wind; temp. 34°. Four miles on foot. Herring Gull, ly, Old Squaw, 11; 
Blue Jay, 3; American Crow, S; Starling, 40; Goldfinch, 30; Junco, lo; Song Sparrow, 11; 
Chickadee, 5; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3. Total, 11 species, 151 individuals.— Mare l 

L. POTTEB. 

Hew Bedford and Dartmouth, Hasi.^Dec. 16; 11 a.u. 104.43 >*"■ Clear until about 
T o'clock then slightly hazy; wind slight, north at start to southeast to south; temp. 13°- 
About S miles on foot. Observers separate. Sharp-shinned Hawk, i ; Hairy Woodpecker, 
i; Downy Woodpecker, i; Blue Jay, 3; Crow, 15; Starling, 400-I-; Tree Sparrow, 35; 
JuDCO, 64; Song Sparrow, 36; Myrtle Warbler, 4; Brown Creeper, 7; Chickadee, 15; 
Robin, I. Total, 13 species, S93+ individuals. — Alice Terrv and Edith F. Walker. 

Proridence, East Providence and Jolinson, R. I. — Dec. 15; all day. Clear; ground 
bare; wind northwest, strong; temp. 30°. Herring Gull, 35; Scaup, 100; Bob-white, 5; 
Downy Woodpecker, 2; Flicker, 4; Blue Jay, i; Crow, 10; Starling, aoo; Goldfinch, 7; 
Tree Sparrow, 6; Junco, 50; Song Sparrow, 3; Brown Creeper, a; Myrtle Warbler, li; 
White- breasted Nuthatch, z; Chickadee, 60. Total, 16 species, 499 individuals. — John 
W. EussJCLL. 

Warwick, R. I. — Dec. 35; 10 A.U. to 3 p.m. Clear; ground bare; wind northwest, 
strong; temp. 36° at start, 18° at return. Nine miles on foot. Herring Gull, 30a; Scaup, 
:o; Flicker, 3; Blue Jay, a; Crow, 8; Myrtle Warbler, 16; Chickadee, g. Total, 7 species, 
347 individuals. — Harry S. Hathaway 

South Windsor, C<aia, (beside Connecticut River and in the swamps and woodland 
parallel thereto). — Dec. 36; 10 a.m. to 4,30 f.u. Partly cloudy; 5-mile northeast wind; 
temp. 8' to 19°. Observers together all day. Herring Gull, i ; Merganser, 10; Mallard 
Duck, 3; Black Duck, 50-!-; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Red-shouldered Hawk, z; Sparrow 
Hawk, 3; Screech Owl, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 6; Downy Woodpecker, 5; Blue Jay, 3; 
Crow, 2,ooo-|-; Starling, lo; Tree Sparrow, 150-!-; Song Sparrow, S; Swamp Sparrow, i; 
Brown Creeper, 7; White-breasted Nuthatch, 5. Total, 18 species, 3, aCjH- individuals. 
Pileated Woodpecker, 3 seen earlier in week; Golden- crowned Kinglets, Juncoes, Barred 
Owl seen on Dec. 35; great scarcity of Chickadees in this vicinity. — C. W. Vibert and 
Geo. T. Griswolo. 

Hartford, Conn. — Dec. 35; 10 a.u. to 13.30 p.ir. Clear; ground bare; strong north- 
west wind; temp. 30° at start, 28° at return. Barred Owl, 3; Hairy Woodpecker, i; 
Downy Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 14; Crow, 14; Starling, 3;; American Goldfinch, 21; 
Tree Sparrow, 37; Slate-colored Junco, s7; White- breasted Nuthatch, 3; Chickadee, 23. 
Total, II species, 213 individuals. — Clip?ord M. Case. 

West Hartford, Conn. — Dec. 25; 7.3a a.m. to 5 p.u. Clear; ground bare; very strong 
northwest wind; temp. 34" at start and finish, only two degrees higher at noon. Sixteen- 



ncioec, Google 



8 Bird- Lore 

mQe tnmp. Spanow Hawk, i; Barred Owl, i; Screech Oiri, i; Baity Woodpecker, i; 
Downy Woodpecker, a; Red-beaded Woodpecker, i; Blue Jay, a Crow, 3,000; Starling, 
700; Song Sparrow, 1; Brown Creeper, i; Nuthatch, 13. Total, ti species, (about) 
3,73s individuals. l>ec. 36: Pileated Woodpecker, i; Robin, t. — Edwin U. Mongek. 

Briatol, Conn, (oorttieaateni part). S a.u. to a.30 p.id. Nearly clear; ground barely 
covered by a snow-flurry in the night; wind fresh; temp. »3'' at start, j6° at return. 
Five to 6 nfilcB on foot, then about 10 miles by &uto, with R. W. Ford, stopping at various 
places to look foi birds, a northern Shrike being the only additional bird found. The sky 
remained nearly clear, but the wind became high, nearly a gale by noon. Hairy Wood- 
pecker, ■ ; Ekiwny Woodpecker, 1; Crow, 8; Starling, (about) 300; Goldfinch, 6; Tree 
Sparrow, 13; Song Sparrow, 1; Northern Shrike (immature), i; White- breasted Nut- 
hatch, 3; Chickadee, 1. Total, 10 species, 335 individuals. The day before a Brown 
Creeper and a Sparrow Hawk had been seen in town, and the writer has seen or heard 
Blue Jays almost every morning on the way to the office, but, for the first lime in our 
experience, we failed to find them today. — Fkank Bbuen and R. W. FORS. 

Ncnr London, Conn, (ihore road to llghthonae and back by Inland road). — Dec. 38; 
13.40 to 4.30 S.u. Clear; ground partly covered with snow; wind northwest, light; 
temp. 40° at start, 36° at return. Seven and one-half miles on foot. Herring Gull, 188; 
Ring-billed Gull, 7; Great Black-backed Gull, t; Kittiwake, i; Scaup Duck, 50 (est.); 
Crow, 5 ; Junco, 6; Tree Sparrow, i ; Myrtle Warbler, ;. Total, g species, 364 individuals. 
— Frances Miner Graves. 

Heridea, Conn. — Dec. 33; 9,30 a.u. to 11.30 p.m. and 1.30 to 3 p.m. Clear; no snow; 
4 in. of ice on lakes; wind, northwest, very strong; temp. 15°. About 4-mile walk, open 
country and one small section of woodland and brush. Sharp-shinned Hawk, i; Red- 
tailed Hawk, i; Downy Woodpecker, i; Northern Flicker, i; Homed Lark, 75; Crow, 10; 
Starling, 19; Tree Sparrow, 8; Brown Creeper, 1; White-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Chick- 
adee, 3; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3; Robin, 3 (one a partial albino, with white patches on 
back, wing coverts and tail). Total, 13 species, 137 individuals. Dec. 34: a Rusty Black- 
bird. — Lester W. Smith. 

Fairfield, Conn. (Birdcraft Sanctnuy and Fairfield Beach). — Dec. 35; sunrise to 
sunset. Fair; ground bare; temp. tS° to 38°. Herring Gull, 75 ; Red-breasted Merganser, 
3; Black Duck, g; Lesser Scaup, 33; American Golden-eye, 7; Old Squaw, 30; White- 
winged Scoter, 40; Surf Scoter, 8; Black-crowned Night Heron, 6; Cooper's Hawk, i; 
Sparrow Hawk, i; Downy Woodpecker, 3; Homed Lark, 5; Blue Jay, 7; American Crow, 
6; Starling, 4o;Meadowlark, 1; White- throated Sparrow, 6; Tree Sparrow, 10; Junco, 30; 
Song Sparrow, 10; Myrtle Warbler, s; Brown Creeper, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 3; 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4, Total, »5 species, 333 individuals, — Frank Novak( Warden). 

Fuifiold, Coon. — Dec. 14; 9.10 a.u. to t.io p.u. and 3.15 to 4,45 p.u. Partly cloudy, 
ground bare; wind west, heavy; temp. 44° at start, 36° at return. Fourteen miles on foot. 
Homed Grebe, i; Great Black-backed Gull, i; Herring Gull, 400; Scauii Duck, 11; 
Golden-eye, 4; Old Squaw, 2; White-winged Scoter, 4; Surf Scoter, 11; Sparrow Hawk, i; 
Downy Woodpecker, i; Blue Jay, 11; Crow, 5; Starling, 6; Goldfinch, 2; Tree Sparrow, 
13; Slate-colored Junco, 4; Song Sparrow, 3; Myrtle Warbler, 31; White-breasted 
Nuthatch, 3; Chickadee, 5, Total, zo species, 530 individuals, A Catbird seen Dec. tg 
could not be found today. Most small land-birds are scarce this winter, and Chickadees 
unusually so. — AxftAS A.Saunders. 

Wilton, Conn. — Dec. 24; 7.30 a.m. to 11.30 p.m. Cloudy to fair; ground bare; wind 
northwest; temp. 35° at start, 40° on return. Five miles on foot. Ruffed Grouse, i; 
Kingfisher, i; Hairy Woodpecker, i; Crow, is; Goldfinch, 6; Tree Sparrow, 6; Junco, 
37; Myrtle Warbler, 7; Winter Wren, i; Chickadee, 7; Bluebird, 3. Total, 11 species, 
85 individuals. The Kingfisher was seen flying over the open waters of the ri 
Wilton with 6X glasses. — Sydney K. Bunker. 
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Waterfoid, N. T. — Dec. iS; 9 a.u. to 11 u, 1.30 to 4.30 p.u. Cleu; 4 in. of snow; 
wind northwest to west, strong &Dd cold; temp. 33° (35* at noon), 31° at finish. Herring 
Gull, 4; Marsh Hawk, i; Sparrow Hawk, i; Downy Woodpecker, 2; Crow, 14; Red- 
winged Blackbird, 7 (male); Tree Sparrow, 350+; Song Sparrow, io+; Chickadee, 4. 
Total, 9 species, 293+ individuaLs. — Edgab Bedell. 

Albany, n. Y. (west of cltj). — Dec. 36; 7.30 a.k. to 1.30 p.u. Clear at start, becom- 
ing doudy later; ground bare; wind west, light; temp. 3° at start, 16° at return. Eight 
milts on foot. Observers together. RuSed Grouse, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 5; Blue Jay, 
9; Ctow, as*; Starling, 175; Tree Sparrow, so; Brown Creeper, »; White-breasted Nut- 
hatch, 3; Chickadee, 11. Total, 9 species, 518 individuals. Six Bluebirds seen Dec. 19; 
1 Song Sparrows Dec. 25- — Dr. Joseph S. Lawrence and Clarence Houghton. 

FortPtain.n.T. — Dec. 37;9A.u.to ii.jop.u.; 2 to 6 p.m. Cloudy, with intermittent 
snow-squalls from thesoutheast;4in.snow;windsoiitheast, light; temp. 10° at start, 30* at 
return. Route, creek valleys, Oak Hill (large, heavily wooded tract), open fields, fence- 
rows, Erie Canal towpath and vicinity of Mohawk River. About 11 miles on skiis. 
Observers together; also dog. RufFed Grouse, i ; Ring-necked Pheasant, i ; Rough-legged 
Hawk, t; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, y, American Crow, 4; Starting, 1; 
Rusty Blackbird, 30 (one flock); American Goldfinch, 6; Tree Sparrow, 56; Slate-colored 
Junco, 25; Song Sparrow, a; Northern Shrike, i; Black-capped Chickadee, s. Total, 
14 species, r4o individuals. Blackbirds were recorded within ^ mile of occurrence in 
same locality on Dec. z8, 1919. — Douglas Aybes, Je. and Arthur Schull (age, ii 
years). 

Canajohariei N. Y. (to Fort Plain and back bj diHerent roada). — Dec. 16; g a.h. to 
I P.M. Cloudy; no snow; wind east, light; temp. —4° at start, -f 8' at return. Seven 
miles on foot. Through two woods. Observers together. Hairy Woodpecker, I ; Downy 
Woodpecker, 2; Crow, rs; Junco, i; Tree Sparrows, (flock of about 25, and scattering 
pairs and individuals); Brown Creeper, 3; (Chickadee P). Total, 7 species, (abouf) 
4S individuals. — Ellen Vauchan and Viletta C. Kane. 

Harc«llus, H. T. — ^Dec. 14; to.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Partly cloudy; no snow except in 
widely scattered patches; ice on pools and ponds; fairly strong west wind; temp. 31° 
at start, 34° at finish. Twelve miles on foot through woods, along roads, and in two cedar 
(arborvits) swamps. Ruffed Grouse, 3; Ring-necked Pheasant, 1; Long-eared Owl (?), i; 
Crow, is; Tree Sparrow, 4; White- breasted Nuthatch, 2; Chickadee, 10. Total, 7 
species, 36 individuals. Song Sparrow was seen on Dec. 23 near a cedar swamp. Few 
Woodpeckers seen this winter. — Neil Hotcheiss. 

^racuBS, N. T.— Dec. 16; 9.30 a.m. to 4.1s px. Clear; 2 in. snow on ground; 
wind northeast, light; temp 6° at start, 19° on return. Seven miles on foot, north of 
city near Onondaga Lake. Observers together. Horned Grebe, 1; Herring Gull, 13; 
American Merganser, S; American Golden-eye, 5; Ring-necked Pheasant, t; Marsh 
Hawk, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 8; Red-bellied Woodpecker, i 
(male); Crow, 11; Goldflncb, 30; Tree Sparrow, 100; Song Sparrow, 1; Northern Shrike, 
i; Brown Creeper, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Chickadee, 13. Total, 17 species, 214 
individuals. — Pbop. T. L. Hamkinson, Frank Fzeidrichs, and Neitie M. Sadler, 
{Onondaga County Bird Club). 

Geneva, H. Y. ( to Jnnins, B<»der Cl^ swamp and lake shore to Dresden). — Dec. 
30; S A.u. to 4 P.M. Cloudy; light breezes; temp. 32° to 40'. Observers working in 
difierent directions. Holbcell's Grebe, i; Horned Grebe,S;HerringGull, 36; Red-breasted 
Merganser, 3; Black Duck, 6; Redhead, 14,000; Canvasback, 300; Greater Scaup, 2,000; 
American Golden-eye, 400; Buffiehead, 6; Old Squaw, 7; Great Blue Heron, i; Ring- 
necked Pheasant, 17; Marsh (?) Hawk, i; Sharp-shinned Hawk, i; Sparrow Hawk, i; 
Short'eared Owl, i; Screech Owl, i; Hairy Woodpecker, j; Downy Woodpecker, 6; 
Flicker, t; Crow, 250; Red-winged Blackbird, i; Meadowlark, i; Redpoll, 4; American 
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Goldfinch, 6; Pine Siskio, 4i Snowflake, i; Tree Sparrow, 77; Junco, 11; Song Spar- 
row, 4; Brown Creeper, 6; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Chickadee, 46; Bluebird, 3. 
Total, 35 species, (about) 17,117 individuals. On Dec. ig, i Ru&ed Grouse, i Robin, and 
30 Mourning Doves were reported. — E. T. Ehmons, Mbs. H. U. Hendebson, E. H. 
Eaton, Sicbaki) M. Chase and Gilbest Bkzwei. 

Rochester, H. T. (Hlghbmd Park and vicioity, Port of Rochester to Irondequoit Bay). 
Dec. 34; 7.30 A. It. to 5 P.M. Fair with snow flurries; no snow on ground except a light 
sifting here and there; wind, southeast 18 miles per hour; temp. 2S° 1034.° Herring Gull, 
300; Ring-billed Gull, 100; Merganser, i; Scaup Duck, 3; Scoter, 3; Pheasant, 8; Downy 
Woodpecker, 3; Crow, g; Bronzed Crackle, i;Tree Sparrow, 10; Slate-colored Junco, i6; 
Song Sparrow, a; Cedar Waxiving, 50; Migrant |? Ed.] Shrike, i; White-breasted 
Nuthatch, i; Chickadee, 6; Robin, i. Total, 17 species, 631 individuals. The Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker has been noted by us all Call up to the present and was seen by G. W. 
Bahringer on Dec. 24. — Wu. L. G. Edson, R. E. Hoksey and F. Ritter Shvmway. 

Rochester, N. Y. (Sea Breeze, Dnnnd-Eutman Paik, SammerTille, Hi^iland 
Pailc and Cobb's Hill and vicinities). — Dec. 26; 7.30 a.m. to 3 p.u. Cloudyisin. of snow; 
strong southeast wind; temp. 0° at start, 30° at finish. Ten miles on foot. Observers 
together. Herring Gull, 400-I-; Ring-billedGull,8oa-|-; Bonaparte's Gull, 16; Merganser, 
19; Bufflebead, i; White-winged Scoter, 1; Marsh Hawk, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; 
Downy Woodpecker, 3; Crow, 14; Bronzed Crackle, r; Goldfinch, i; Tree Sparrow, 4; 
Slate-colored Junco, 11; Cedar Waxwing, 16; Migrant [? En.] Shrike, i; Brown Creeper, 
6; White-breasted Nuthatch, i; Black-capped Chickadee, 6; Ring-necked Pheasant, 16. 
Total, 30 species, 1,330-!- individuals. — Gordon M. Meade and R. M. Ckase. 

Buffalo, H. T. (Niagara River shores). — Dec. 35; g.»o a.u. to 1.30 p.m. Sky over- 
cast, with snow-flurries in morning, but clear later on; ground lightly covered with fresh 
snow; wind light, west in morning and east in afternoon; temp. 21" at start, 33° at 
return. Observers together. Herring Gull, (about) 150; Ring-billed Gull, (about) 
50; Bonaparte's Gull, 70; Red-breasted Merganser, 33; Mallard, 3 (drakes); Black Duck, 
(about) 145: Golden-eye, (about) 315; Bufflehead, 1; Ring-necked Pheasant, i; Downy 
Woodpecker, i; Crow, 4; Chickadee, 3; Golden-crowned Kinglet, S. Total, 13 species, 
(about) 700 individuals. Mr. Savage noted a Glaucous Gull here earlier in the month. 
Red-headed Woodpeckers are wintering locally near Hamburg. — James Savagi and 
Thomas L. Bourne. 

Hall, H. Y. (east and Bonth of Hall).— Dec. 16; S a.m. to 4 p.m. Very cloudy; : in. 
snow; south wind, brisk; temp. 10° at start, sS* at finish. Distance ts miles on foot. 
Herring Gull, i; Pheasant, ii; Barred Owl, i; Blue Jay, 3; Crow, 100; Hairy Woodpecker, 
4;Downy Woodpecker, 4; Red-headed Woodpecker, i;TreeSparrow,ji; Brown Creeper, 
i; Nuthatch, t6; Chickadee, 34. Total, la species, 198 individuals. — H. A. Souther- 

Rhinebeck, Datctaess Co., H. Y. — Dec. 35; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Clear; ground bare; 
wind north, moderate; temp. 36°. Four miles, from Rhinebeck south to cove on Hudson 
River and back. Herring Gull, iS; American Merganser, i(male); Mute Swan, 15 
(liberatedbirds which have been breeding wild for several years); Ring-necked Pheasant, 
i; Red-tailed Hawk, 3; Rough-legged Hawk, i; Barred Owl, r; Hairy Woodpecker, 4; 
Downy Woodpecker, 6; Blue Jay, 4; Crow, 55; Starling, 75; Purple Finch, i; Goldfinch, 
12; Tree Sparrow, 5; Junco, ro; Cedar Waxwing, iS; Myrtle Warbler, 4 (in cedar grove 
on river bank); White-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Black-capped Chickadee, 50 (actual 
count); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4. Total, 31 species, 300 individuals. — Maijksbll S. 
Crosby. 

Yonkeis, N. Y. — 10.05 A'*'' t<> 4-'S P-"- Cloudy; ground bare; temp. 11°. Covered 
valley of small creek about 4 miles in length. Herring Gull, 3; Shark-shinned Hawk, 3; 
Downy, s; Blue Jay, i ; Crow, 8; Starling, 40; White-throated Sparrow, 13; Tree Sparrow, 
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ijiJuDco, 3; Song Sparrow, 20; Robin, i) Bluebird, 3. Total, 11 species, it4iDdividual>. 
— Chas. W. Mekbitt and Wii. Matthews. 

Hew rvk City (Simpaon Streot subw*; Batioii to CUson Poinl, Castle HQl, and 
Wen Fauns). — Dec. 35; i to 4.45 p.u. Clear; ground bare; wind northwest, brisk; 
temp. 3$" at start, 19° at return. Unidentified diving bird, 1; Herring Gull, 3,000 
(estimated); Sbarp-sbinned Hawk, i; Starling, 83; Tree Sparrow, 6 (flocic); Song Sparrow, 
I. Total, 6 species, (about) 3,ogi individuals. — Geokge £. Hix. 

ffew Tork Cit? [Van CortUndt Park, Bronx Park, and Clason Point).— Dec. 14; 
8.45 A.M. to s P.M. Partly cloudy; ground bare; wind west, brisk; temp. 36°. About 14 
miles on foot. Herring Gull, t,aoo; Scaup Duck (sp. ?), soo; Black-crowned Night 
Heron, 75 (in the L. Agassiz colony); Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, i; 
Downy Woodpecker, 6; Blue Jay, 3; American Crow, ai; Starling, 456; Red-winged 
Blackbird, i (mole); White-throated Sparrow, 4S; Tree Sparrow, 114; Field Sparrow, i; 
Slate-colored Junto, 88; Song Sparrow, as; Fox Sparrow, i; Brown Creeper, 6; Black- 
capped Chickadee, 2; Golden-crownedKinglet, flock of sin Broni Park, Total, ig species, 
2,155 individuals. — L. Nelson Nichols, Edwakd G. Nichols and Philip H. Nelson. 

Bew York City (Van CortUndt Park).— Dec. 36; g.30 a.m, to s px- Cloudy; light 
breeze; temp. 15° to 10°. Herring Cull, 1; Sparrow Hawk, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; 
Downy Woodpecker, 2; Crow, 5; Starling, 16; Crackle, 1; White- throated Sparrow, 13; 
Tree Sparrow, 33; Junco, 4; Song Sparrow, 21; White- breasted Nuthatch, 2. Total, 
II species, 112 individuals. On the loth both Wilson's Snipe and Fox Sparrow were 
seen by Mr. Eisenmann. Thisyear there seems to be an extreme rarity ot Chickadees. — 
Alvah C. Bessie and Eugene Eisenmann. 

New Y«k City (Van Cortlaadt Park).- Dec. 14; 1,30 p.m. to s p"- Cloudy; ex- 
tremely cold; temp. 35° to 20°. Herring GuU, 3; Hawks (unidentified), 4; Sparrow Hawk, 
i; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, i; Crow, i; Starling, 3; White- tliroated 
Sparrow, 10; Tree Sparrow, 15; Junco, 1; Song Sparrow, 3; Brown Creeper, tj White- 
breasted Nuthatcb, 1. Total, 13 species, 47 individuals. Parts of the lake were covered 
with Hinch o( ice. — Biological Field Club of DeWitt Clinton High School, 
Alvah C. Bessie. President. 

Douglsston, L. I., N. T, — Dec. 16; g a.m. to 11 m and 1.30 to 4 p.m. Partly cloudy; 
ground bare; wind north, light; temp. ig° at start, iS° at return. Seven miles on foot. 
Observers together. Herring Gull, 115; about Soo wild Ducks on Little Neck Bay, at 
least 200 of which were Scaups, and at least the same number of which were Golden-eyes; 
Black-crowned Night Heron, 10 (a small wintering colony); Sparrow Hawk, a; Belted 
Kingfisher, 4; Downy Woodpecker, 4; Crow, 30; Fish Crow, 30 (the voices of both 
ipecies of Crows were heard many times, but the relative numbers of each seen were 
estimated); Starling, aio; White-throated Sparrow, ii; Tree Sparrow, 15; Slate-colored 
Junco, 80; Song Sparrow, 34; Swamp Sparrow, 4; Chickadee, 6. Total, r6 species, 
{about} 1,375 individuals. — Ma, and Mas. G. Clvde Fisheb and Fasida A, Wiley. 

Hempstead, N. Y.— Dec, 34; 9 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. Undecided; temp, about 40°. 
Herring Gull, 11; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Horned Lark, 40-^; Crow, 63; Starling, 28; 
White- throated Sparrow, j; Tree Sparrow, 30; Slate-colored Junco, j6 + ; Song Sparro*, 
12, Brown Creeper, 9; Chickadee, 5; Robin, 3. Total, 12 species, 300-I- individuals. — 
Theodore G. Roehner. 

Loo( Beach, L. L, N. T. — Dec. 26; 7 a,m, to 1.30 p.m. Clear to cloudy; wind north- 
east, moderate; temp. 18° to 35°, Homed Grebe, 9; Great Black-backed Gull, 33; 
Herring GuU, j,soo-t-; Ring-billed Gull, 2; Red-breasted Merganser, 2 (H-flock of ii?); 
Scaup Duck (sp.), 18; Old Squaw, 30; American Scoter, 6; Homed Lark, 34; Crow, 70; 
Starling, 10; Meadowlark, 3; Snow Bunting, 4; Ipswich Sparrow, 3; Tree Sparrow, i; 
Song Sparrow, 3; Myrtle Warbler, 3. Total, 17 species, 1,750-)- individuals, — Edwaso 
Fluskkk. 
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LODI Beuhi L. L, N. T. — Dec. aj; 6.40 a.m. to 13.37 '■■<■ Cloudy, huvy dmzle; 
■tiong cut wind; giound partly looir- uid ice-covetedi temp. 30°. Observera together. 
Black- backed Gull, loo+l Herring Gull, 3,000+1 Red-breasted Merganser, 30; Scaup, 5; 
Bufflehead, i; Old Squaw, i; White- winged Scoter, 4; Marsh Hawk, i; Homed Lark, 3; 
Crow, 3; Starling, 75-l-i MeadowUrk, 8; Rusty Blackbird, i; Snowflake, loo-h; Song 
Sparrow, 6. Total, 15 species, 3,33S-(- individuals. — H. and R. Fuepmahk. 

Long Bvach, L. L, N. T. — Dec. 36; 10 a.k. to 4.1s P.u. Doudy; ground bare) wind 
northeast i temp. 30° to 40°; surf calm. Holbccll's Grebe, 4; Homed Grebe, 11; Loon, 1; 
Red- throated LooD, i; Black-backed Gull, 15+ (several in large flock of Herring GuUs); 
Herring Gull, 1,500; Ring-biUed Gull, t (site, color of legs, and wing pattern dearly 
noted, by good light, in comparison with Herring Gulls); Red-breasted Merganser, it; 
Black Duck, 30; Scaup, 6; Golden-eye, 3; Old Squaw, 60; American Scoter, 37; White- 
winged, Scoter, 3; Sanderling, 13; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Short-eared Owl, i; Homed Lark, 
tg; Crow, 15; Starling, no; Meadowlark, 7; Ipswich Sparrow, rr; Song Sparrow, i; 
Myrtle Warbler, 1. Total, 14 species, i,goo+ individuals. — Madkick C. Blake. 
JOBM V. Hasus, Walden Pell ihd, and Stuyvisant M. Pxll. 

Long BMCh, L. I., W. Y. — Dec. 14. Partly cloudy; no snow or ice; fresh to strong 
northwest wind, rough sea; temp, at daylight 37', at sunset 34°; niany dandelions in 
bloom. Homed Grebe, 5; Loon, i; Kittiwake, 1 (adult), on shore pond; Black-backed 
Gull, many; Herring Gull, innumerable thousands; Bonaparte's Gull, 1 (immature), on 
ocean shore; Black Duck, many hundreds off shore; Greater Scaup, i; Old Squaw, 
fairiy common; White-winged Scoter, i (twoScotersfarout appeared to be Suri Scoters); 
Bittern, i, inward meadows nearer East Rockaway than Long Beach; Sanderling, r; 
Sparrow Hawk, 3; Homed Lark, 5; Crow, common; Starling, only in the town; Meadow- 
lark, ro; Ipswich Sparrow, $; Tree Sparrow, 5; Song Sparrow, aj Myrtle Warblers, t. 
Total, It species.— E. P. Bickneli,. 

AmitjrvUle, L. L, H. Y.— Dec. 16; g.30 a.m. to sunset. Clear, becoming overcast; 
ground bate; wind light northerly, (hanging to moderate easterly; temp, about lo", 
rising to 30*. Observers together until s e.u. Herring Gull, so; Sparrow Hawk, 3; 
Downy Woodpecker, a; American Crow, 50; Starling, 130; White- throated Sparrow, ajl 
Tree Sparrow, 6a; Field Sparrow, 3; Junco, 8; Song Sparrow, 15; Fox Sparrow, 1; 
MyrtleWarblet,aoo; Brown Creeper, 2; Chickadee, 11. Total, i4Spedes, 551 individuals. 
— Waltzx Gxangxx, Ludlow Guscoh and J. T. Nichols. 

Orient, L. L, H. T. — Dec. 35; all day. Clear; ground bare; fresh to strong northwest 
wind; temp. 9a* at start, to" at return. Homed Grebe, i; Loon, 1; Herring Gull, 150; 
Red-breasted Merganser, 50; Mallard, i; Black Duck, ro; Green-winged Teal, i; 
Greater Scaup Duck, loo; Bufflehead, 30; Old Squaw, too; White-winged Scoter, 73; 
Surf Scoter, 10; Great Blue Heron, 4; Black-crowned Night Heron, 1; Sparrow Hawk, r ; 
Screech Owl, i; Mourning Dove, r; Downy Woodpecker, i; Flicker, i; Homed Lark, 31; 
Crow, 40; Starling, 6; Meadowlark, 35; Gddfinch, i; Snow Bunting, 18; Tree Sparrow, 
8; Junco, 6; Song Sparrow, 8; Myrtle Warbler, 40; Catbird, i; Brown Creeper, 5; Chick- 
adee, 11; Robin, 1. Total, 33 species, 867 individuals. Although a mild and open season, 
both water- and land-birds, with few exceptions, were rarer than in any census the writer 
has taken. — Rov Latham. 

Sonthold and Pecooic, H. Y. — Dec. 18; 11 a.u. to s p.m. Clear; ground bare; wind, 
strong northwest; temp. 33° at start, 30* at return. Herring Gull, 30; Bed-breasted 
Merganser, i; Black Duck, 3; Old Squaw, i; White-winged Scoter, 5; Surf Scoter, 3; 
Red-shouldered Hawk, i; Downy Woodpecker, 1; Flicker, i; Blue Jay, a; Crow, 
4S; Tree Sparrow, 1$; Junco, 4; Song Sparrow, 3; Towhee, i; Cedarbird, a; 
Myrtle Warbler, 6; Chickadee, S; Golden-crowned Einglet, 1; Ruby-crowned King- 
let, ■ ; Robin, 6. Total, ai species, 13a individuals. — Mxs. Fxanx D. Sidih and Rov 
Latbam. 
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Monbiiik to Hontank Point, L. I., N. T. — Jan. i; daylight uDtil dark. Clear; ground 
bare, all ponds and creeks open; wind south, very light; temp. i8° to 36°. Observers 
together. Holb cell's Grebe, i; Homed Grebe. 4; Loon, 150; Black Guillemot, a; Dovekie, 
1; Great Black-backed Gull, 30; Herring Gull, 500; Bonaparte's Gull, 4; American Mer- 
ganser, I (male); Red-breasted Merganser, 20; Black Duck, 50; Golden-eye, jo; Bufflc- 
bead, 1 (hunter's game-bag); Old Squaw, 100; King Eider, 1; American Scoter, 30; 
White-winged Scoter, 125; Surf Scoter, 15; Ruddy Duck, 2; Brant, 17; Sparrow Hawk, i; 
Downy Woodpecker, t; Arkansas Kingbird, 1; Homed Lark, iS; Crow, 16; Starling, 50; 
Meadowlark, g; Snowflake, 7; Ipswich Sparrow, i ; Tree Sparrow, 17; Song Sparrow, 5; 
Tree Swallow, 12; Myrtle Warbler, i»o; Catbird, 3; Brown Thrasher, i ; Brown Creeper, 
3; Chickadee, 6; Robin, 2. Total, 38 species, 1,373 individuals. Both Guillemots were 
seen within 50 yards, diving and flying. Red feet of both seen. King Eider, a female, 
observed, at leisure, sitting on a rock and asleep on the water within too feet. The 
Kingbird was on the north beach catching insects in the piles of seaweed. It was exceed- 
ingly tame, was approached within 50 feet on numerous occasions, and ditted up the 
beach just ahead of us for nearly a mile, thus under observation for half an hour. Every 
possible detail of coloration noted, including the outer tail-feathers, thus positively 
eliminating Cassin's Kingbird. Griscom familiar with the species in life, and all three 
with the Guillemot. The Catbirds and Thrasher were together in a thick patch of bay- 
berries and briars, well seen by Crosby and Griscom. Jan. 1: Mourning Dove, i. — 
Maumsell S. Csosiy, Da. E. R. P. Janvun, and LirnLOW Gbiscoh. 

Stttt«o Island, H. Y.{HoraTian Cemetery, Great Eilla and Princess Bay).— Dec. 36; 
8 A.M. to 4 P.M. Partly cloudy; wind northerly; temp. 25°. Eleven miles 00 ioot. Ob- 
servers together. Homed Grebe, 3; Loon, t; Great Black-backed Gull, 15; Herring Gull, 
500; Ring-billed Gull, 6; Bonaparte's Gull, 8; Scaup Duck, 3; Golden-eye, to; Bufflehead, 
5; Old Squaw, 6; Scoter, 6; White-winged Scoter, r; Sparrow Hawk, 3; Prairie Homed 
Lark, 3; Blue Jay, 2; Crow, 15; Starling, 400; Gold&nch, 6; White-throated Sparrow, i; 
Tree Sparrow, i; Field Sparrow, i; Junco, 30; Song Sparrow, 3; Cardinal, t; Orange- 
crowned Warbler, i; (YeUow?) Palm Warbter, i; Chickadee, 50; Robin, i. Total, iS 
species, 1,072-t-individuaIs. Both Orange-crowned and (Yellow ?) Palm Warblers ob- 
served at close range, the Orange-crowned studied at leisure; no white eye-ring. — 
Geosce B. WiLifOTT and Legiek L. Walsb (Brooklyn Bird-Lovers' Club}. 

Hackettstown, N. J. (part of the valla; betwMo Hackettstown and Waterloo}. — 
Dec. 24; 8.10 to 10.4s A.H. and r.30 to 3 T.tt. Partly cloudy; ground bare; wind west; 
temp. 33° at start. Duck (unidenti6ed}, 2; Ruffed Grouse, i; Downy Woodpecker, i; 
Crow, 5; Goldfinch, 1; Tree Sparrow, 13; Junco, 4; Song Sparrow, 2; Chickadee, 14. 
Total, 9 species, 43 individuals. Mourning Doves seen Dec. 11; Sapsucker, Dec. 28. — 
Mary Pierson Aixbk. 

Englewood R<4:ion, N. J. (Overpeck Marshes and Phelps estate).— Dec. 26; S.35 
A.u. to 4.10 P.M. Cloudy; wind north, slight; temp. 32°. Herring Gull, 40; Hawks, 
(»p. ?) 3; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 6; Blue Jay, i; Crow, 13; Starling, 
9; Rcd-»inged Blackbird, i; White-throated Sparrow, 3; Tree Sparrow, 7; Slate-colored 
Junco, 17; Song Sparrow, 23; Brown Creeper, 4; White- breasted Nuthatch, i; Black- 
capped Chickadee, 6; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3. Total, 16 species, 140 individuals. — 
Bernard Fee ad. 

Rutherford, N. J. (to Great Notch).— Dec. 26; S A.u. to 2.30 p.u. Generally over- 
cast; no snow; but little wind; temp. 23° at start. About la miles by foot. Observers 
not far apart. Herring Gull, i; Downy Woodpecker, 2; Blue Jay, 1; Crow, 16; Starling, 
2; White- throated Sparrow, 10; Tree Sparrow, 75; Junco, 6; Song Sparrow, 50; Myrtle 
Warbler (one large flock and several scattered individuals). 33; White-breasted Nut- 
hatch, I. Total, II species, (about) 300 individuals. — O. Davis Kbep and Rooer A. 
Bamxom. 
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Richfldd, H. J. (Valle; Road frma Albion Rue to Or«at Notch, thance to Bloom- 
field Road and Cltftra Avenue|. — Dec. iSi 9 '^■*^- to u u. Clear; ground bare; wind 
west, light; temp. 26" at atari, 34° at return. Downy Woodpecker, i; Blue Jay, i;Crow, 
7; Starling, common; Goldfinch, j; White-throated Sparrow, ;; Tree Sparrow, 3; Junco, 
30; Song Sparrow, i; White- breasted Nuthatch, i; Chickadee, 4; Robin, 1. Total, 11 
species, 49 individuals, eicluding the Staiiings, of which there was a great flock of prob- 
ably three to four hundred. — Louis S. Kohlek. 

Brancb Brook Park, Hoiris Canal, and Third RiveT, N. J.—Dec. j6; 8,30 to 10.30 
A.M., and 3 to 5 P.M.; Cloudy; ground bare; raw northeast wind, strong to light; temp, 
18" to 3J°, Branchfrook Park; temp. 25° to 2%", bank of Morris Canal and along Third 
River, a wide brook with two large ponds, running through open woods, marshy in 
places; back across open country. Downy Woodpecker, i; Flicker, i; Starling, 13; 
White- thro a ted Sparrow, 50; Tree Sparrow, 4; Junco, i; Song Sparrow, 1; Foi Sparrow, 
a; Brown Creeper, 5; also the following [? Orange-crowned Warbler — Ed.) which I am 
at a loss to identify: Length about 5 inches or less; crown dark grey; back olive-green, 
brighter on rump; underparts pale gray, strongly washed with pale yellow on sides and 
belly; bill small, thin, and pointed, no sign of bead-stripes, wing-bars, or eye-ring. 
Watched at close range (about 15 feet) (or about ten minutes with a good glass, — on a 
medium-sized elm when first seen, but afterwards always on bushes. I saw It Dec. 3$ 
and 36, each day accompanied by 1 Brown Creepers and a Downy Woodpecker. Its 
movements were very active, taking it quickly from bush to bush. Total, 10 species, 
91 individuals.^RAyHOND F. Haulenbeek. 

Hoiristown, If. J. (Bntnham Paric, Speedwell Park, along the Wkippai^ River, 
Evergreen Cemetery) .^Dec. 15; 7 to 8.30 a.u., 9 a.u. to 1 p.m. Clear at start, partly 
overcast later; ground bare; wind west to northwest, light to strong; temp, 15° at start, 
30° at return. About 10 miles on foot. Kingfisher, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy 
Woodpecker, $; Blue Jay, i ; Crow, 38; Starling, 6; Goldfinch, 6; White- throated Sparrow, 
6; Tree Sparrow, 158; Field Sparrow, 8; Junco, 65; Song Sparrow, 14; Cardinal, 2; 
Pine Warbler, i; Brown Creeper, 2; White-breasted Nuthatch, 14; Chickadee, fi; 
Golden- crowned Kinglet, 10. Total, 18 species, '(about) 366 individuals. The Pine 
Warbler was seen through field glasses, three times at ranges of about lo yards; the 
dusky back and yellowish breast were distinctly noted. — R, C. Caskev. 

Elizabeth, N. J. (shore Newark Bay to Hilbum).— Dec. 16; 7.45 a.m. to 5.3a p.m. 
Cloudy; wind variable between northwest and east; temp. iS° at start, 28° at return. 
About 15 miles on toot. Herring Gidls, i,joo (conservative); Black Duck, s; (Golden- 
eye ?) Duck, 3; Ring-necked Pheasant, i; Marsh Hawk, 2; Red- shouldered Hawk, i; 
Sparrow Hawk, i ; Short-eared Owl (fresh pellets found on ice left from Dec. 15 high 
tides; species seen same iocality Dec. 11 and 18); Hairy Woodpecker, i; Downy Wood- 
pecker, 5; Horned Lark, 13; Blue Jay, s; American Crow, 16; Starling, 4; Meadowlark, 
6; White- throated Sparrow, 40; Tree Sparrow, 135; Field Sparrow, i; Slate-colored 
Junco, 41; Song Sparrow, 3r.f 0* Sparrow, i; Cardinal, 1; Titlark, 3; Winter Wren, i; 
Brown Creeper, 6; White-breasted Nuthatch, 6; Tufted Titmouse, i; Black-capped 
Chickadee, 6; Golden- crowned Kinglet, 1. Total, 20 species, (about) i,S4S individuals. 
Two large flocks of water-birds, probably chiefly Gulls, but, judging from sound, con- 
taining some Canada Geese too far out in Newark Bay for positive identification and 
not included in count. Titlarks closely approached on salt meadow and seen dis- 
tinctly through good glass — Chables A. Urhek. 

Scotcb Plains, H. J. (to Washington Valley).— Dec. 26; 11.55 a.m. to 5.15 p.m. Clear; 
ground bare; partly frozen, little wind; temp, at start, 29°. Ring-necked Pheasant, i; 
Long-eared Owl, 1 ; Downy Woodpecker, i ; Flicker, 1 ; American Crow, i ; White- throated 
Sparrow, a; Tree Sparrow, 3 (flock) ; Field Sparrow, 1 ; Junco, 50 (flock); Song Sparrow, 4; 
Cardinal, 6 (three pairs); Catbird, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 2 (together); Black- 
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capped Chickadee, 4; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1 ; Hermit Thrush, 1 ; Bluebird, 4 (flock, 
flying over). ToUl, 17 species, 84 individuals.— W. DeW. Miller. 

WeGtfl«ld, H. J. (along foot of Watdmng Hountuns to Scotdi FUins and back). — 

Dec. !$'• 7-3° *■"■ to 4 ''"■ ^^' (bright sun); no snow; very gentle breezes; temp., 
start, 11°, return, 24°. About 8 miles on foot. Red-shouldered Hawk, i; Sparrow Hawk, i; 
Downy Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 4; Crow, 11; Starling, (flock of about 40); American 
Goldfinch. 6; Tree Sparrow, a; Slate-colored Junco, 15; Song Sparrow, i; Brown Creeper, 
1; White- breasted Nuthatch, 1; Black-capped Chickadee, i; American Robin, 7 {appar- 
ently passing winter in a swamp); Bluebird 6. Total, is species, (about) 103 individuals. 

Hew Brunswick, H. J. — Dec. 24; S.05 a.m. to i.to p.m., 1.45 to 3.45 p.u. Partly 
cloudy; ground bare; wind west, moderate; temp. 34° to 39°. Herring Gull, i; Ring- 
billed Gull, i; Sora Kail, i; Kiildeer, g; Ring-necked Pheasant, 1; Cooper's Hawk, i; 
Ked-tailed Hawk, 2; Red-shouldered Hawk, 3; Hairy Woodpecker, i; Downy Wood- 
pecker, 4; Blue Jay, 12; Crow, 67; Fish Crow, 2; Starling, 53; MeadowUrk, 12; Gold- 
finch, 3; White- throated Sparrow, 13; Tree Sparrow, ai; Junco, 123; Song Sparrow, 10; 
Foi Sparrow, 1; Cardinal, 5; Brown Creeper, 3; White- breasted Nuthatch, 4; Tufted 
Titmouse, 4; Robin, i. Total, 26 species, 369 individuals. The Sora took flight from 
almost under my feet, and flew (apparently feebly) to a nearby bunch of cat-tails. The 
streaks on the back, size and color identified the bird. Red-winged Blackbirds were 
noted until Dec. 18, and Purple Crackles until Dec. 10. — Stuart T. Danfobth. 

Prineeton, N. J. (along Slonj Brook from bridge on Lawrenceville road to Dluble 
Bridges).— Dec. 2S; 11 a.u. to 1.30 p.m. Clear; sprinkling of snow; wind westerly; temp. 
34° to 38°. Observers within calling distance. Mourning Dove, 5; Broad-winged (?) 
Hawk, I (seen at distance, attacked by Crows from above); Pigeon Hawk, t; Downy 
Woodpecker, 1; Northern Flicker, 3; Blue Jay, i; Crow, 1,500; Starling, 200; GoldSnch, 
4; White- throated Sparrow, 8; Tree Sparrow, lo; Slate-colored Junco, 150; Song Spar- 
row, 3; Cardinal, 10; MigrantShrike,i; White-breasted Nuthatch, i; Tufted Titmouse,4 
(bathing in a spring); Chickadee, 13; Golden-crowned Kinglet, j; Bluebird, 10 (one 
with a broken l^g). Total, 20 species, (about) 1,937 individuals. (The Shrike was 
watched for four minutes while eating a piece of a bird at a distance of about 15 feet in 
Ihe top of a tree that grew below the bank on which I stood. He was in bright sunlight, 
and I had an entirely unobstructed view though I had no field-glasses with me. 1 noted 
particularly that he was well under 10 inches in length and that the upper and under 
parts were almost uniformly gray. — T. v, D.). — Hamilton Gibson and Tertius van 

Princetoo, N. J. (to Rock; HOI, Dutch Neck, and Ticinity).— Dec. 14; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Clear; ground bare; wind west to northwest, fresh; temp. 34° at start, 36° at return. 
Thirty miles by motor and on loot. Mourning Dove, i ; Marsh Hawk, 2 ; Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, I ; Red-tailed Hawk, 1 ; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1 ; Sparrow Hawk, 3 ; Screech Owl, i ; 
Downy Woodpecker, i; Blue Jay, s; Crow, 203; Starling, 46; Meadowlark, 33 (join one 
flock); Tree Sparrow, a6; Junco, 25; Song Sparrow, 2; Cardinal, 5; Brown Creeper, i; 
White- breasted Nuthatch, 3; Robin, 2; Bluebird, i. Total, 10 species, (about) 364 
individuals. Wbite- throated Sparrows, Chickadees, and Red-breasted Nuthatches 
conspicuous by their unusual absence. — Henev Lane Eno. 

Princeton, IT. J. (to Plalnsboro and Rockj Hill and back, HiUstone RItot, Carnegie 
Lake, and a red cedar grove). — Dec. 24; 7.50 a.m. to s-3S pM- Partly cloudy; river and 
laka open, ground bare, little frozen; wind northwest, brisk; temp, about 38° throughout 
day. Twelve miles on foot, 4 (after dark) by autobus. Herring Gull, i (adult) ; American 
Merganser, (Sock) 4; Hooded Merganser, t (male adult); Red- tailed Hawk, i (immature); 
Long-eared Owl, i; Saw-whet Owl, i; Great Homed Owl. 2 (hooting at dusk); Hairy 
Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 6; Red-headed Woodpecker, i; Flicker, 1; Blue 
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Jay 3, AmeriuD Crow, 115; Flih Crow, 2; SUtliug, 37; Meadowlark, (flock) 4; Gold- 
finch, a; Wbite- throated Spurow, 9; Tree Spurow, »6; Field Spftirow, j; Junco, 108; 
Song Sparrow, ii; Towhee, i (male), well seen; Cardinal, 6; Winter Wren, 2; ^own 
Creeper, 3; White-breasted Nuthatch, 7jTufled'ril, 15; Carolina Chickadee, 4; Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet, a (together); Hermit Thrush, i; Robin, (flock) 4. Total, 33 species, 
(about) 430 individuals. The Ruby-crowns were studied with 8X glasses fairly close; 
eye-rings of both and crown-patch of. one noted. — Chakles H. Rogeks. 

Atlantic City, H. J. — Dec. 13. Rain most of the day; wind southeast; temp. 38° at 
Start, 46' at return. Inland waterway from Little Beach Island (U. S. Coast Guard 
Station no) to Atlantic City. Started at Little Beach 6.45 a.m., walked up the beach 
along the seashore to Great Bay, returned through alder bushes, and meadows. Left 
Little Beach in boat, and returned to Atlantic City 3.30 P.m. Going through Brigantine 
Inlet, Inland Waterway, and Absecon Inlet. Homed Grebe, 3; Black-backed Gull, 3; 
Herring Gull, (about) aoo; Bonaparte Gull, 10; Red-breasted Merganser, i; Black 
Duck, 15; Scaup Duck, i; Old Squaw, 5; Scoter (American), 2; White-winged Scoter, 
Surl Scoter, 500 Scoters in all; Brant, thousands; Clapper Rail, (heard); Sanderliog (?), 
10; Marsh Hawk, i; Sharp-shinned Hawk (this was shot by one of our party); Homed 
LBrk(7), 15; Seaside Sparrow, s: Song Sparrow, i; Myrtle Warbler, 35. Total, 31 species, 
(about) 807 individuals not counting Brants. Thb the first time I have ever seen a 
Bonaparte Gull, but I am sure that these Gulls were Bonaparte because of their small 
size, their tem-like Bight, and, of course, the markings. — Fkanklin P. Cook. 

Honnl HoUy, N. J. — Dec. 16; 9 a.m. to s p-m. Cloudy; ground bare; wind light; 
temp 31° atstart, 33° at return. About lo miles on fool. Bob-white, i;Turkey Vulture, 6; 
Marsh Hawk, t; Red-tailed Hawk, 3; Long-eared Owl, i; Hairy Woodpecker, i; Downy 
Woodpecker, 7; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, i; Homed Lark, 10; Blue Jay, 3; Crow, 
(approximate) 10,000 (roost); Starling, 15; Meadowlark, 12; White- throated Sparrow, 
3S; Tree Sparrow, 10; Field Sparrow, 2; Junco, 50; Song Sparrow, 8; Cardinal, s; Brown 
Creeper, 6; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Tufted Titmouse, 3; Carolina Chickadee, i; 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3; Hermit Thrush, 1; Bluebird, i. Total, 36 species, (about) 
10,193 individuals. Dec. 35: GoldSnch and Screech Owl.— Nelson D. W. Pumyea. 

Cape Hay, H. J. — Dec. 36; g.30 a.m. to 5.50 p.m. Cloudy; wind northeast; temp. 31" 
atstart, 45° at return. Observers together most of the time. Homed Grebe, 3; Loon, 15; 
Red-throated Loon, i (Culver and Roland); Herring Gull, 50; Ring-billed Gull, i; 
Bonaparte Gull, 13; Merganser, 1; Pintail, 1; Scoter, 14; White-winged Scoter, 3; 
Great Blue Heron, 4; Kildeer, 2; Turkey Vulture, 13; Marsh Hawk, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 
1; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Short-eared Owl, i; Kingfisher, i; Homed Lark, 1; Crow, 300; 
Starting, 25 ; Meadowlark, 30; Goldfinch, i ; Savannah Sparrow, 10; Sharp-tailed Sparrow, 
j; White- throated Sparrow, 10; Tree Sparrow, 8; Field Sparrow. 6; Junco, 10; Song 
Sparrow, 2; Myrtle Warbler, 100; Palm Warbler. 3; Long-billed Marsh Wren, 1 ; Tufted 
Titmouse, i; Carolina Chickadee, 8; Golden- crowned Kinglet, 3; Hermit Thrush, i; 
Robin, s. Total, 38 species, 554 individuals.^DELOS E. Culvek, Conrad K. Roland 
and JuuAN K. Potter. 

Betlia7reB(Hontg<imeiTCo.),Pa. — Dec. 25; 9 A.M. to 1.30 p.m. Clear; ground bare; 
wind, strong northwest; temp. 38°. Red- shouldered Hawk, 3; Sparrow Hawk, 4; Downy 
Woodpecker, 3; Crow, 17; Starling, 75; Meadowlark, 14; Goldfinch, 19; White- throated 
Sparrow, 3; Tree Sparrow, 32; Field Sparrow, 1; Junco, 45; Song Sparrow, 6; Swamp 
Sparrow, 1; Brown Creeper, 1; Golden crowned Kinglet, a. Total, 14 species, 333 
individuals, — Clifford H, Pancbokn. 

TeUord, P«.— Dec, 25; 9.15 a.m. to 1 p.m. Clear; ground bare; wind, northwest; 
temp. 3 7°at start, 30° at return. Cooper's Hawk, i; Red-tailed Hawk, i ; Sparrow Hawk, 
r; Downy Woodpecker, i; Flicker, i; Blue Jay, i; Crow, 39; Starling, 4; Tree Sparrow, 
3; Slate-colored Junco, 35; Song Sparrow, 21; Brown Creeper, i. Total, 12 species, 99 
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Endividuals. On Dec. tb, 3 Wbite-breuted Nuthatches and 6 Golden-dowDed Kingleti 
were noted. Beginniiig of Christmas week Meadowlarks and large flocks of American 
Pipits were observed. — Claude. A. Bdttebwick. 

Chestnut Hill and White Manh, Pa. — Dec.afi; 10.4; A.H.to3 p.m. Cloudy; ground 
uncovered and froien; wind, east, light; temp. 35°. Five miles on foot. Turkey Vulture,!; 
Hawk (not identified), 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 4; Flicker, 3; 
Crow, (about) 300; Starling, (about) loo; Goldfinch, i; Junco, 9; Song Sparrow, (i in 
song), to; Cardinal, 6; Winter Wren, 1; Brown Creeper, 1; White-breasted Nuthatch, i; 
Tufted Titmouse, 4. Total, 15 species, (about) 548 individuals. — Geobgb Liak. 

nilUdelphla, Pa. (city Une to Fort Wuhlngton and return, Blonc Crethehn CreA 
to Falimomit PaA). — Dec 38; 10 a.u. to 5 p.u. Clear; sprinkling of snow; wind north- 
west; temp. 32° at staxt, 30° at return. Fifteen miles on foot, Mouming Dove, i; 
Red-ahouldered Hawk, t; Hawk, i (either Red-tailed or Red-shouldered); Sparrow Hawk, 
i\ American Crow, 5; Starling, lOo; Meadowlark, 35; White-throated Sparrow, 11; 
Tree Sparrow, so; Slate-colored Junco, 35; Song Sparrow, 3; Cardinal, 6; White-breatted 
Nuthatch, t. Total, 11 q>edes, in individuals. Mourning Dove identified at close 
range. Winter visitant Chickadees late in arriving.— Willi a if M. Htrsna. 

Philadelphia, Pa. (Oak Lane and WissaUckon Valley).— Dec. 35; S.30 a.m. to 1.30 
p.if. Clear; no snow; wind northwest; temp. 36' to 34°, Fifteen miles on foot. Rough- 
legged Hawk (American), i; Downy Woodpecker, 1; Flicker, i; Crow, 15; American 
Goldfinch, ■; Starling, 50; Carolina Wren, i (scrutinized with good glass at distance of 
10 feet); Tree Sparrow, 55; Song Sparrow, 10; Junco, 150; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 10. 
Total, II spedes, 161 individuals. — W. A. Squirzs. 

Reading, Pa. — Dec. 35; 7.15 a.k. to 4.30 p,k. Clear; ground bare; wind west, light; 
temp. 33' at start. Observers together. Sparrow Hawk, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 7; 
Flicker, i; Blue Jay, 10; Crow, 30; SUrling, 10; Purple Finch, iS; Goldfinch, 7; White- 
throated Sparrow, 18; Tree Sparrow, i»si Junco, 175; Song Sparrow, as; Cardinal, 7; 
Carolina Wren, i; Winter Wren, 3; Brown Creeper, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 6; 
Chickadee, 6; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3; Robin, i; Bluebird, 1. Total, ai species, 
469 individuals. — Ms. and Mrs. G. Henky Mengel. 

West Clieflter, Pa. — Dec. 15; 7-30 a.u. to i p.m. Clear; ground bare and frosea; 
light west wind; temp, at start 13°, on return 33*. Seven miles on foot. Observerf 
together. Mourning Dove, i; Turkey Vulture, 3; Marsh Hawk, i; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; 
Red-shouldered Hawk, i; Broad-winged Hawk, 3; Sparrow Hawk, i; Screech Owl, i; 
Downy Woodpecker, 7; Flicker, 3; Crow, sgj; Starling, loi; Tree Sparrow, 36; Slate> 
colored Junco, 377; Song Sparrow, 14; Cardinal, S; Winter Wren, i; Brown Creeper, 7; 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 5; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2. Total, 10 species, 1,159 
Individuals. — C, E. Fhimoib and Edwin S. Smith. 

Lititz, Pa. (northern Lancaiter County, upper valley of the Hammer Credt). — 
Dec- 26; 8 A.M. to 4.45 P.M. Cloudy; ground bare; wind east, light; temp. 11* at start, 
16° at return. Total course, 37 miles on foot; observers in two parties over two-thirds 
of the way. Bob-white, 13; RuSed Grouse, r; Turkey Vulture, 3; Marsh Hawk, i; 
Cooper's Hawk, i; Red-tailed Hawk, 4; Red-shouldered Hawk, i; Sparrow Hawk, i; 
Screech Owl, i; Downy Woodpecker, iq; Northern Flicker, 5; Blue Jay, i; Crow, too; 
Starling, 3$; Meadowlark, 15; Purple Grackle, 7; Goldfinch, 10; Tree Sparrow, 95; 
Slate-colored Junco, 490; Song Sparrow, 66; Cardinal, 3; Brown Creeper, 3; White- 
breasted Nuthatch, 11; Chickadee, 7; Golden- crowned Kinglet, i; Bluebird, 5. Total 
16 species, (about) 890 individuals. A Short-eared Owl on Dec. 34. The unusual species 
are Bluebird, Grackle, Short-eared Owl, Marsh Hawk and Cooper's Hawk. The last 
four, common in October and early November, have never before been recorded in a 
Christmas Census in northern Lancaster County. — Hbkbbbt H. Beck Abkaeam 
Beck Miller and William Derr. 
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tneter, Bradford Co., P«.— Dec. 17; 9 to 11 a.m., i to 3.30 p.m. Cloudy in forenooD, 
clear in afternoon; ground covered with snow; wind northwest, shifting to southwest, then 
to north, brisk; temp. 14° at start, 10° at return. Ten to 13 miles on foot. Observers 
worked in pairs in forenoon, all together in afternoon. Ruffed Grouse, 2; I}awk, 1; 
Hairy Woodpecker, i ; Downy Woodpecker, 8; Blue Jay, 1 ; American Crow, 39; Starling, 
i; Goldfinch, 9; Tree Sparrow, 105; Junco, 19; Song Sparrow, i; Cedar Waxwing, 11; 
Brown Creeper, 3; White-breasted Nuthatch, 6; Black-capped Chickadee, s»- Total, 
15 species, j6i individuals. — Mas. F. E. Mather, Mrs. O. J. Van Winkle, Mrs. D. C. 
Gillette and Miss Martha McMoeran. 

Tork, Pft. (KlODg the Siuquehanna River).— Dec. iS; S a.u. to 11 u. Partly cloudy; 
I in. snow; wind north, strong; temp. 19° at start, 29° at return. River entirely free from 
ice. Four miles on foot. American Merganser, 3; Black Duck, 3; Sparrow Hawk, 3; 
Downy Woodpecker, 3; American Crow, 1,500; Starling, 8; Meadowlark, 16; Goldfinch, 
4; White- throated Sparrow, i; Tree Sparrow, 35; Slate-colored Junco, 16; Song Sparrow, 
It; Cardinal, 2; Carolina Wren, 1; Winter Wren, i; Brown Creeper, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 
i; Black-capped Chickadee, s; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3. Total, 19 species, 1,617 
individuals. — Charles S. Weises. 

Pittsburgh, P«i. (Forest Hills to Deer Creek) .—Dec. 16; S a.k. to 5 p.u. Cloudy; 
ground bare; wind southeast, verj- light; temp. 29" at start, 34° at return. Fifteen miles 
on foot, S miles by trolley. Observers together most of the time. Ruffed Grouse, i; 
Screech Owl, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 7; Flicker, 3; American 
Crow, 2; Cowbird, 1; Tree Sparrow, 88; Junco, 10; Song Sparrow, 26; Cardinal, 9; 
Brown Creeper, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 9; Black-capped 
Chickadee, 7. Total, 15 species. 173 individuals. A flock of sixteen Prairie Homed Lark 
is wintering on the Edgewood Golf-Links. They were seen on Dec. 35 and on seven pre- 
vious dates, but we could not find them today. Several Redwings were reported to be in 
a swamp adjoining that where the Cowbird was seen, but we could not flush them. A 
Robin and two Bronzed Crackles were observed also recently. — -R. H. Stahl, H. H. 
Elliott, P. F, Seibold and J. L, Jones. 

Grove City, Ps. — Dec. 27; 9.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. Very cloudy and dark; slow drizde; 
I in. of snow on frozen ground, melting rapidly; wind west, light; temp. 40° at start, 
36° at return. Eight miles on loot. Ruffed Grouse, 2; Red-shouldered Hawk, i; Hairy 
Woodpecker, 4; Downy Woodpecker, 10; Flicker, 2; Blue Jay, >4; Goldfinch, 10; Tree 
Sparrow, 60; Junco, lo; Song Sparrow, 7; Cardinal, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 12; 
Black-capped Chickadee, 50; Col den- crowned Kinglet, 20; Robin, i. Total, 15 species, 
(about) 234 individuals. Dec. 24, Brown Creeper, Chewink, and Tufted Titmouse were 
listed. — Nevin Nicholson. 

Emsworth, Pa. — Dec. 16; 9 to 11 a.m., i to j p.m. Cloudy; ground clean, light snow 
lasting 3 hours; wind northeast, light; temp, 28°. Eight miles on foot. Observers 
together. Hairy Woodpecker, i ; Downy Woodpecker, 5 ; Flicker, 2 (were stoned out of 
hollow tree); Crow, ?; Tree Sparrow, 24; Junco, 32; Song Sparrow, 8; Cardinal, 10; 
Winter Wren, i; Brown Creeper, 3; White-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 3. 
Total, II species, 93 individuals, — Thomas L. McConnell, Lovts McConnell and 
L. F. Savage. 

Cbeaa|ieake Beach, Hd.^Dec. 16; 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Cloudy; ground bare; wind 
southeast, light; temp. 33°. Five miles on foot. Homed Grebe, 3; Herring Gull, 8; 
Golden-eye, i; Bufflehead, ii; Old Squaw, 5; Scoter, 2; White-winged Scoter, 85; Surf 
Scoter, 29; Killdeer, 2; Turkey Vulture, 32; Belted Kingfisher, i; Downy Woodpecker, 3; 
Flicker, i; Blue Jay, 1; Crow, aj; Fish Crow, 155; Starling, 900; Red-winged Blackbird, 
171; Meadowlark, 4; Goldfinch, 6; White- throated Sparrow, 15; Tree Sparrow, 16; 
Junco, 31; Song Sparrow, 9; Swamp Sparrow, 2; Towhee, i; Cardinal, 4; Myrtle Warbler, 
i; Mockingbird, i; Carolina Wren, 1; Long-billed Marsh Wren, 1; Brown Creeper, i; 
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Tutted Titmouse, 6; Carolina Chickadee, 3; Hermit Thrush, 1; Robin, lo. Total, 36 
species, 1,358 individuals. — Mr. and Mas. Joseph Kittbedce, Jr. 

SewicUej, Pa. — Dec. 15; 9 a.m. to 11. jo p.m. Clear; light northwest wind, increas- 
ing to fresh; temp. 32°. About 7 miles covered thoroughly. Observers together. Ruffed 
Grouse, 1 ; Hair>' Woodpecker, a; Downy Woodpecker, 4; Tree Sparrow, i a; Junco, 64; 
Song Sparrow, 8; Cardinal, 8; Carolina Wren, 2; Tufted Titmouse, 3; Chickadee, 6; 
Golden- crowned Kinglet, i. Total, 11 species, itt individuals.— Bayard H. Christy, 
Denton Borgeb and Frank A. Hegner. 

Horgantown, W. Va. (State Fauns). — Dec. 24; 8.30 a.m. to 13.30 p.m. and 3 to 5 
P.M. Slightly cloudy; wind light; temp. 16° at start, 34° at return. Thirteen miles on foot. 
Cooper's Hawk, i; Red -shouldered Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, i; Screech Owl, i; Downy 
Woodpecker, j; American Crow, 6; Vesper Spanow. 1; Chipping Sparrow, 31; Slate- 
colored Junco, 79; Song Sparrow, 33; Cardinal, 35; Carolina Wren, 1; Tufted Titmouse, 
11; Chickadee, 3; Bluebird, 7. Total, 15 species, 220 individuals. — A. J. Dasisman. 

Parkftraburg, W. Va. — Dec. >;; i to 5 P.u, Cloudy; ground bare; light west wind; 
temp. 40°. Five miles on foot. Observers together. Sparrow Hawk, 1 ; Downy Wood- 
pecker, i; Crow, 15; Song Sparrow, q; Cardinal, 2; Carolina Wren, t; Tufted Titmouse, 3; 
Chickadee, 7. Total, 8 species, 39 individuals.— Miss Bertha E. White, MlSS Laura 
B. Moore, Miss Gertrude Meerwein and Walter Donaohbo. 

ChulMtoa, W. V«. (Soutli Side hills and raTines).— Dec. 16; 9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Heavy clouds; light south winds; ground bare; snow flurries; temp. 30° at start, 33° at 
return. Six-mile hike on loot; same territory as covered in previous years. Observers 
together. Bob-white, 33 (two coveys); Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 11; 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 2; Crow, i;Gold6nch, 1; Tree Sparrow, :o; Fiejd Sparrow, 18; 
Junco, 107; Song Sparrow, 81; Towhee, ig; Cardinal, 73; Carolina Wren, 45; House 
Wren, i ; Winter Wren, i; White- breasted Nuthatch, 3; Tulted Titmouse, 24; Black- 
capped Chickadee, 30; Bluebird, 7. Total, 19 species, 470 individuals. — I. H. Johnston, 
Elus Crawpord and Mary Belle Johnston. 

Lewisburg, W. Va. — Dec. as; g.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Clear in evening; ground bare; 
wind west, light; temp. 14" at start, 21° at return. Ten miles on foot and on horseback. 
Ruffed Grouse, i; Turkey Vulture, 15; Red-tailed Hawk, a; Sparrow Hawk, a; Hairy 
Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 5; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 3; Flicker, 3; Blue Jay, 
20; Crow, 1,000 (est.); Goldfinch, 9; Tree Sparrow, 168; Slate-colored Junco, 230; 
Song Sparrow, 12; Cardinal, t6; Mockingbird, i; Carolina Wren, 1; White-breasted 
Nuthatch, 13; Tufted Titmouse, 18; Black-capped Chickadee, 1; Bluebird, 19. Total, 
ai species, 1,313 individuals. — Chas. O. Handley. 

JUMint V«i90ii to Dyke, Va. — Dec. 29; 8.25 a.m. to 5.33 p.m. Clear; ground bare; 
wind southwest, light; temp. 32° at start, 38° at finish. Twelve miles on foot. Observers 
together. Herring Gull, s; Ring-billed Gull, i; American Merganser, 13; Hooded Mer- 
ganser, 13; American Golden-eye, ago; BufQehead, i; Killdeer, 6; Mourning Dove, 13; 
Turkey Vulture, 27; Marsh Hawk, a; Bald Eagle, i; Kingfisher, i; Downy Woodpecker, 
S; YeUow-bellied Sapsucker, 1; Red-bellied Woodpecker, i; Flicker, 2; Honied Lark 
(subsp. ?), 73;Blue Jay, 8; American Crow, n; Fish Crow, 3; Starling, 113; Mead-wlark, 
S; White- throated Sparrow, 32; Tree Sparrow, 4; Field Sparrow, 10; Slate-colored 
Junco, r7s; Song Sparrow, 5; Chewink, i; Cardinal, j; Myrtle Warbler, 9; Mockingbird, 
3; Carolina Wren, i; Winter Wren, 3; Brown Creeper, 3; White-breasted Nuthatch, y 
Tufted Titmouse, 3; Carolina Chickadee, 10; Golden-crowned Kinglet, to; Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet, i; Hermit Thrush, 3; Bluebird, 11. Total, 41 species, S97 individuak. 
Id addition, a number of Goldfinches and one or two Wilson's Snipe were heard, but not 
sfen (revised total 43). — W, L. McAiee, E. A. Preble and Francis Harper. 

Pulaski, V*. — Dec. 25; i to 6 p.m. Clear; ground bare; light west wind; temp. 38° 
at start, 32° at return. Seven miles on foot. Woodcock, i; Killdeer, 11; Bob-white, 14 
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Mourning Dove, 6; Turkey Vulture, '90; Black Vulture, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Hairy 
Woodpecker, i; Red-headed Woodpecker, 3; Crow, 12; Meadowlark, i; Slate-colored 
Junco, 31; Song Sparrow, 8) Cardinal. 4; Mockingbird, 2; White-breasted NuthattJi, S; 
Tufted Titmouse, 3; Black-capped Chickadee, 4. Total, 18 species, 202 individuals. — 
O. C. Bkeweb. 

Sputanburg, S. C. {Eiell Dive). — Dec. 27; 7.30 a.m. to 1 2,30 p.m. Cloudy; ground 
very wet; some fog with a misting rain from 11.30; wind north. About 3 miles on foot. 
Mourning Dove, i; Marsh Hawk, i; Southern Downy Woodpecker, i; Red-headed 
Woodpecker, i; Flicker, i; Blue Jay, iS; American Crow, i; Meadowlark, 6; Purple 
Crackle, 2; White- throated Sparrow, 30; Field Sparrow, 33; Slate-colored Junco, 6S; 
Song Sparrow, 8; Towhee, 7; Cardinal, 7; Mockingbird, i; Carolina Wren, 3; Brown 
Creeper, 1; Tufted Titmouse, 3; Carolina Chickadee, 7; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 13; 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 15; Hermit Thrush, 5; Bluebird, 3. Total, 24 species, 225 
Individuals. — Gabkiel Cannon. 

Summerton, S. C. — Dec. 25; to a. h. to i p.m. Clear; temp. 40°. Killdeer, i ; Turkey 
Vulture, i; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. 3; Pbcebe, 2; Blue Jay, 2; Meadowlark, 25; Rusty 
Blackbird, i; Gold6nch, 6; Vesper Sparrow, 6; Savannah Sparrow, 4; White- throated 
Sparrow, 15; Chipping Sparrow, i; Field Sparrow, 6; Junco, 30; Song Sparrow, y, Red- 
cyed Towhee, 3; Cardinal, 2; Loggerhead Shrike, i; Myrtle Warbler, 6; Pine Warbler, 3; 
Palm Warbler, i; American Pipit, 30; Mockingbird, a; Brown Thrasher, 1; Carolina 
Wren, 2; Brown-headed Nuthatch, 6; Gddcn-crowned Kinglet, 1; Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 
4; Hermit Thrush, 1; Bluebird, 6. Total, 30 species, 166 individuals. — E. S. Dingle. 
Aiken, S.C. — Dec. 21; 10.30 a. u. to 2.30 p.m. Overcast, with occasional light showers; 
calm; temp, at return 65°. About 3 miles on foot along a wooded creek and adjoining 
fields. Observers together. Killdeer, 18; Bob-white, 30 (2 coveys); Mourning Dove, 4: 
Turkey Buzzard, 15; Marsh Hawk, i;.Sharp-sbinned Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, :; 
Sparrow Hawk. 3; Southern Hairy Woodpecker, 7; Southern Downy Woodpecker, 2; 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker, 3; Pileated Woodpecker, i; Red-headed Woodpecker, 3 
(in town); Red-bellied Woodpecker, i; Flicker, 12; Phoebe, 5; Blue Jay, 19; Crow, 4j; 
Meadowlark, t8; Goldfinch, 10; Vesper Sparrow, 9; Henslow's Sparrow, 3; White-throated 
Sparrow, 250; Chipping Sparrow, 43; Field Sparrow, 59; Carolina Junco, 300; Song 
Sparrow, 156; Swamp Sparrow, 32; Fox Sparrow, 5; Towhee (both Red, and White- 
eyed), 151 Cardinal, t8; Cedar Waiwing, 60; Loggerhead Shrike, 7; Myrtle Warbler, 45; 
Pine Warbler, s; Yellow Palm Warbler, 3; Mockingbird, 6; Brown Thrasher, 7; Carolina 
Wren, 7; Winter Wren, 2; Brown Creeper, 2; White- breasted Nuthatch, i; Brown- 
beaded Nuthatch, 32; Tufted Titmouse 8; Carolina Chickadee, 19; Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, 11; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 38; Hermit Thrush, 80; Robin, 300; Bluebird, 33. 
Total, so species, (about) 1,736 individuals.^MAKioN J. Pellew and Louise P. Fokd. 
PUat City, Fla. — Dec. 25; s a.m. to 6 p.m. Bright and clear; light northeast wind; 
temp. 40° to 60°. Trip made by auto from Plant City to Hillsboro River, i mile north 
of Crystal Springs, Fla., about seven hours spent looking for birds along the bank of 
the Hillsboro Rivet, and return by auto. Total distance one way. 14 miles. Anhinga, i; 
American Bittern, i; Ward's Heron, 6; American Egret, 3; Snowy Heron, 3; L^ubiana 
Heron, 5; Little Blue Heron, 50; Green Heron, i; Black-crowned Night Heron, 5; 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron, 2; King Rail, i; Woodcock, 4; Killdeer, 7; Florida Bob- 
white, 9; Mourning Dove, 11; Ground Dove, 4; Turkey Vulture, 11; Black Vulture, 20; 
Siaiah Hawk, i; Sharp-shinned Hawk, r; Red-shouldered Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, i; 
Osprey, i ; Florida Barred Owl, 4; Florida Screech Owl, 1 ; Belted Kingfisher, 6; Southern 
Downy Woodpecker, »; Pileated Woodpecker, 3; Red-bellied Woodpecker, a; Flicker, i; 
Phmbe, 13; Florida Blue Jay, lo; Fish Crow, 4; Florida Red-winged Blackbird, 73; 
Florida Meadowlark, 16; American Goldfinch, 33 (approx,); Vesper Sparrow, 13; 
Field Sparrow, i; White-eyed Towhee, 2; Florida Cardinal, 10; Loggerhead Shrike, 15; 
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Blue-headed Vireo, i ; Black and white Warbler, 9; Myrtle Warbler, 3; Yellow- throated 
Warbler, 6; Palm Warbler, ji; Yellow Palm Warbler, 18; Oven-bird, i; Florida Yellow- 
throat, 11 Mockingbird, ig; Brown Thrasher, i; Florida Wr«D, 4; House Wren, 7; 
Tufted Titmouse, S; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 14; Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 50; Robin, i; 
Bluebird, 33. Total, 58 species, 557 individuals.— Bervl T., Lewis H., and Eugene 
Mounts and Oscas E. Bavnakd. 

PensacoU, FU. — Dec. 3$; g a.m. to 11.30 p. u. Weather clear and cool; ground clear 
of snow and ice; wind 20 miles, from northeast. Walk along shores of bay and through 
partly cleared scrub pine growth. Pled-biUed Grebe, 3; Loon, 3; Herring Gull, 60; 
King-billed Gull, i; Laughing Gull, t; Bonaparte Gull, a; Florida Cormorant, 1; Red- 
breasted Merganser, 14; Killdeer, 4; Mourning Dove, a; Turkey Vulture, 1; Kingfisher, z; 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, :; Flicker, j; Whip-poor-will, i; Phtcbe, 4; Blue Jay, 10; 
Fish Crow, 5; White- throated Sparrow, 10; Swamp Sparrow, i; Cardinal, »;Towh«e, u; 
Loggerhead Shrike, i; Myrtle Warbler, (about) 125; Pine Warbler, 6; Palm Warbler, 3; 
Marj-knd Yellow-throal, 2; Titlark, 6; Mockingbird, 6; Catbird, i; Carolina Wren, i; 
House Wren, 4; Tufted Titmouse, 1; Brown-headed Nuthatch, 4) Ruby-crowned King- 
let, 8; Hermit Thrush, i; Bluebird, 9. Total, 37 gpecies, 314 individuals. — Fbancis M. 
Weston, JB. 

Hijuni, FIa.— Dec. ii; q a.u. to 13 u. (in city limits), 3 to 6 P.u. <at Miami beach). 
Partly cloudy; wind southeast; temp. 76" at start, 78° at return. Herring Gull, 50; 
Ring-billed Gull, 30; Bonaparte Gull, 20; Royal Tern, 15; Florida Cormorant, i; 
Brown Pelican, 100; Sea Duck (?), 300-I-; Black-ctowned Night Heron, 20; Semi- 
palmated Sandpiper, 5; Spotted Sandpiper, 4; Sanderling, s°', Killdeer, 100-I-; Florida 
Bob-while, 65 (4 coveys] ; Mourning Doves, 150; Ground Dove, 45; Turkey Vulture, so; 
Black Vulture, 12; Red-shouldered Hawk, 4; Sparrow Hawk, 10; Osptey, 4; Kingfisher, 
3; Southern Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, i; Red-headed Woodpecker, 1; 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 12; Flicker, ii; Whip-poor-will, s (heard several); Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird, 3; Crested Flycatcher, i; Phtcbe, 3$; Florida Blue Jay, 10; 
Meadowlark, ij; Florida Grackle, 250-!-; Red-eyed Towhee, 3; Florida Cardinal, 15; 
Tree Swallow. 25; Loggerhead Shrike, 19; Blue-headed Vireo, 8; Worm-eating Warbler, i 
(was within 4-feet of it); Yellow-throated Warbler, 3; Pine Warbler, so-f; Palm and 
Yellow Palm Warblers, 300-I-; Prairie Warbler, 10; Florida Yellow- throat, 20; Mocking- 
bird, 100; Catbird, 150; House Wren, 150; Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 48. Total, 49 species, 
'iS3i+ individuals. Dec. 21, Florida Wren, 3; Brown Thrasher, i; Brown-headed 
Nuthatch, 10; Winter Wren, 1; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 5; Oven-bird, 3; Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker, 7.— Edgar Bedell. 

Detroit, Mich, (eastern suburbs and Belle Isle Park). — Dec. 24; 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Cloudy; trace of snow; wind west, brisk; temp. 14°. Herring Gull, 75; Greater Scaup, 14; 
Ring-necked Duck, 4; Hairy Woodpecker, 8; Downy Woodpecker, 4; Prairie Horned 
Lark, i; Crow, 7; Tree Sparrow, 125 (flock); Slate-colored Junco, is; Song Sparrow, 3; 
Brown Creeper, 1; White- breasted Nuthatch, 8; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 15. Total, 
:3 species, 3y6 individuals. — Ralph Beebe. 

Detroit, Hich. (Belle Iile and river front).— Dec. 37; 8 to 12 a.m., i to 4 p.u. Clear; 
no wind; 4 in. of new-fallen snow; temp. 30" to 38°. Herring Gull, 21; Ring-billed GuU, 
12; Merganser, 8; Red-breasted Merganser, 4; Bufflehead, ra; Golden-eye, 50; Barrow's 
Golden-eye, 10; Cooper's Hawk, i; Screech Owl, 2; Homed Owl, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 
i; Downy Woodpecker, 8; Crow, 1; Brown Creeper, 2; White-breasted Nuthatch, 12; 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3. Total, 16 species, 14S individuals. — Etta S. Wilson. 

Ann Arbor, Hich. — Dec. 36; 9 a.u. to 4.30 p.m. Cloudy; snowing all day; 3 in. of 
snow; wind east, light; temp. 36* to 30°. Observers together. Bob-white, 1; Marsh 
Hawk, I (male); Long-eared Owl, i (two have been seen repeatedly in the same evergreen 
thicket for several weeks); Hairy Woodpecker, 4; Downy Woodpecker, y. Flicker, i; 
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Blue Jay, 41 Crow, 2; Tree Sparrow, 31; Junco, 45; Song Sparrow, i; Cardinal, 8; Brown 
Creeper, i; White- breasted Nuthatch, 5; Chickadee, 27. Total, 15 species, 139 in- 
dividuals. — JossELYN Van Tyne and Claude Van Tyne. 

Haduoo, Wis. — Dec. ij; 8 a.h. to 5.45 p.u. Sunshine and partly cloudy; 6 in. of 
snow; brisk west wind; temp. S° to —a'. Eighteen miles on foot; marshes, fields and 
woods along three lakes. Belted Kingfisher, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Wood- 
pecker, 5;Blue Jay, 8; Crow, 14; Goldfinch, 1; Tree Sparrow, 53; Slate-colored Junco, 33 ; 
Brown Creeper, 8; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Chickadee, 10. Total, 11 species, 150 
individuals. The Belted Kingfisher was seen along an unfrozen spring run at a distance 
of 30 feet. — S. Paul Jones. 

Hartlmnd, Wis. — -Dec. 27; S a.m. to 4 f.h. Cleari 7 in. of snow; strong northwest 
wind; icmp, 4°, at start and at return 0°. Pedometer registered 1 1 miles. Along wooded 
lake-shores and country roads. Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 5; Blue Jay, 
S; Crow, 7; Purple Finch, i; Pine Siskin, 150+ (i flock); Tree Sparrow, 8; Slate-colored 
Junco, 18; Brown Creeper, 3; White- breasted Nuthatch, 5; Chickadee, 8; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, 4. Total, 12 species, 117 individuals. Kinglets have been rather com- 
mon in this locality for several weeks. — Susie L. Sihonds. 

Lauderdale Lakes near BIkhom, Wis. — Dec. 26; 9,30 to 11. lo a.m., i.io to 3.30 p.m. 
Cloudy; 4 in. of snow; wind southeast, light; temp. ib° at start, 30° at return. About 
8 miles on foot. Observers together. Wilson's Snipe, 1; Marsh Hawk, i; Hairy Wood- 
pecker, 1; Downy Woodpecter, 5; American Crow, ao; Tree Sparrow, 100 (approi.); 
Slate- colored Junco, 30; Song Sparrow, i; Brown Creeper, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 5; 
Black-capped Chickadee, 5. Total, 11 species, 160 individuals. A Northern Shrike was 
observed Dec, 24 and two Goldfinches Dec. 22. — Lula Dunbar and Robert Donbab, 
Jr. 

Hinneapolis, Hlnn. — Dec. 12; 8 a.m. to 11.30 p.m. Cloudy; snowing lightly; 6 in. 
snow; wind northwest, moderate; temp, ai" at start, 25° at return. About 8 miles on 
foot along the east bank of the Mississippi River and nearby fields and woods. Screech 
Owl (seen at 5 p.m.), i; Hairy Woodpecker, 8; Downy Woodpecker, 4; Blue Jay, 6; 
Redpoll, i; White- breasted Nuthatch, 10; Black-capped Chickadee, 2; Bluebird, i. 
Total, 8 species, 33 individuals. The Bluebird is an unusual winter record for Minnesota. 
.\s this bird has been seen every day for about two weeks, there is no doubt as to its 
identification. — Lawrence Zeleny. 

Hinneapolia, Hinn. (Minnehalu FaUs and Lake Nokomis). — Dec. 2;; g.jo a.m. to 
I P.M. Fair; 8 in. of snow; wind west, medium; temp. —8° to 0°. Distance covered, j 
miles; observers together. Hairy Woodpecker, i; Blue Jay, 2; Tree Sparrow, j; Brown 
Creeper, 3; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Chickadee, 2. Total, 6 species, 17 individuals. — 
Burton Tbayeb and Charles Phillips. 

ToungBtown, Ohio.— Dec. 15; 8 a.m. to j p.m. Partly cloudy; ground bare; temp. 
12° to 12°; light southwest wind. Distance walked, about 15 miles. Bob-white, 15; 
Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, i; Barred Owl, a; Screech Owl, i; Belted Kingfisher, 
i; Hairy Woodpecker, 14; Downy Woodpecker, 53; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 4; Flicker, 
3; Blue Jay, 24; Crow, 3 ; Meadowlark, 9 ; Goldfinch, i ; Tree Sparrow, 295 ; Slate-colored 
Junco, 98; Song Sparrow, 18; Cardinal, 34; Winter Wren, j; Brown Creeper, 13; White- 
breasted Nuthatch, 72; Tufted Titmouse, 55; Black-capped Chickadee, 134; Gold«>- 
crowned Kinglet, 37; Robin, i. Total, 25 species, 883 individuab.-~GEO. L. Fordyce, 
C. A. Leedv, Evan C. Dressel, H. W. Weiscerber, and Wiius H. Warner. 

Painosville, Ohio. — Dec. 36; 4 hours. Cloudy; snow flurries; brisk southwest wind; 
temp. 28° to 32°. Birds very scarce and difficult to locate. Sii-mile walk and return. 
Herring Gull, 25; Bonaparte Gull, 300 + ; Merganser, 2; Black Duck, a; Kingfisher, i; 
Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 4; Red-winged Blackbird 
(Jorlis?), i\ Bronzed Crackle, i; Snow Bunting, i; Tree Sparrow, 15; Slate-colored 
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Jmuco, s; Cardinal, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, i; Chickadee, 4. Total, 16 species, 
368+ individuals. — E. A. Doolittle. 

Lakewood (Clevelaiid) Ohio.— Dec- is; 8.15 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Cloudy till 10 o'clock, 
then dear; no snow except in timber and shaded parts of river valley; southwest wind, 
8-mile velocity at start, 3-mile velocity at return; temp. is° at start, 11° at return. 
About 14 miles on foot along shore of Lake Erie west of Rocky River, also up Rocky 
River Valley. Herring Gull, 29; Bonaparte (?) Gull [accompanying sketch of wing 
pattern is diagnostic of this species. — Ed.), 205; Pintail, 6; Red-head, 3; Canvasback (?) 
IS (i flocks flying low over lake) ; American Golden-eye, 3; Bob-white, i ; Red-shouldered 
Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Downy Woodpecker, j; Blue Jay, lO^Pine Grosbeak, i; 
Goldfinch, 6; Tree Sparrow, ly. Slate-colored Junco, 13; Song Sparrow, i;. Cardinal, 2; 
Brown Creeper, 3; White-breasted Nuthatch, 7; Tufted Titmouse, 2; Chickadee, i. 
Total, 22 species, 348 individuals. The Pine Grosbeak was studied with 6X glasses at 
40 feet: Robin size, stocky build, slightly forked or Finch-like tail, rose-colored head, 
breast and rump, slate-colored belly and large, strong bill. Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1 
(Dec. II).— H. E. Doer. 

Oberiin and ncinitri Ohio.— Dec. 27; 8 a.u. to 3.45 p.m. Cloudy; 2 in. snow; wind 
west; slight, increasing to strong; temp. 36° at start, 30° at return. The area included 
7 miles north, 5 miles east, 2 miles south, and lyi miles west. Observers separate. Bob- 
white, 18; Sparrow Hawk, 4; Screech Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, i;Hairy Woodpecker, 6; 
Downy Woodpecker, 12; Red-bellied Woodpecker, i; Flicker, 2; Blue Jay, lo; Crow, i; 
Meadowlark, 4; Goldfinch, 1 ; Tree Sparrow. 96; Junco, 6; Song Sparrow, 4; Cardinal, 15; 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 17; Tufted Tit, 16; Chickadee, 8. Total, 19 species, 213 
individuals. — Harold C. Jones, Roland Walker and S. Charles Kendeigh (Cardi- 
nal Ornithological Club). 

Akron, Ohio. — Dec. 25; 9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Clear; wind west, very light; temp. 12°, 
rising to 21°. Northwest 6 miles and return. Kingfisher, i; Downy Woodpecker, 3; 
American Crow, 7; Tree Sparrow, 74; Song Sparrow, 6; Junco, 40; Cardinal, 4; Brown 
Creeper, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Tufted Titmouse, 5; Chickadee, 12. Total, 11 
species, 157 individuals.— Paul A. Wells. 

Huron, Ohio.— Dec. 26; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Cloudy and snowing lightly; wind south, 
light; temp, at start 31°. Observers together in P.M., H. G. Morse alone in A.M. Along 
Lake Erie beach and through woods. Horned Grebe, i; Herring Gull, 5; Bonaparte 
Gull, Si Merganser, i; Old Squaw, 2; Sparrow Hawk, i; Hairy Woodpecker, i; Downy 
Woodpecker, s; Northern Flicker, 1; Phoebe, i; Blue Jay, 1; Crow, i; Bronzed Crackle, j; 
Tree Sparrow, 67; Song Sparrow, 2; Cardinal, 4; White-breasted Nuthatch, i; Tufted 
Titmouse, 6; Chickadee, 4; Golden- crowned Kinglet, 1. Total, 20 species, 117 individuals. 
The Phtebe was watched from a few feet away with good glasses and bad the flight and 
pumping tail characteristic o( the species. Both rear and front view were had. Seemed 
to be feeding on the wave wash of the beach. — H. G. Morse, H. Gkace Morse and W. 
E. Leonhjbeb. 

Canton, Ohio,— Dec. 27; 8 a.m. lo 4.30 p.m. Cloudy; ground lightly covered with 
snow; wind, verj- light; temp. 31° to 46°. Ten miles on foot. Observers together. 
Sparrow Hawk, i; Downy Woodpecker, j; Blue Jay, 2; Red-winged Blackbird, t; Tree 
Sparrow, 130; Slate-colored Junco, 100; Song Sparrow, 7; Cardinal, 17; White-breasted 
Nuthatch, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 6. ToUl, 10 species, 293 individuals.— May S. Danner 
and Mabv King. 

Canton, Ohio. — Dec. 35; 8 a.m. to 4.30 p.u. Clear; ground bare; wind west, light; 

' temp. 16° to 24°. Eleven-mile walk. Red- shouldered Hawk, 2; Sparrow Hawk, i; 

Hawk, I (upper parts slate- colored; species undetermined); Hairy Woodpecker, i; 

Downy Woodpecker, 8; Goldfinch, 1; Tree Sparrow, 160; Slate-colored Junco, r8; 

Song Sparrow, '34; Cardinal, 12; White- breasted Nuthatch, j; Tufted Titmouse, 0; 
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Black-capped Chickadee, s- Total, 13 species, 255 individuals. — Edward D. 
Kjuas. 

Cadiz, Oliio. — Dec. 15; g A.M. to I P,M, Part cloudy; ground bare; wind west, light; 
temp, at start 18°, on return n". Ten miles by auto and g miles on foot. Observers 
together most of the time. Bob-white, 36; Ring-necked Pheasant, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 
1; Red-shouldered Hawk (?), i; Sparrow Hawk, 4; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Wood- 
pecker, 8; Red-headed Woodpecker, i; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 6, Flicker, 11; Blue 
Jsy. 3; Crow, 11; English Starling, 25; Meadowlark, 5; Tree Sparrow, 40J Junco, 75; 
Song Sparrow, jo; Cardinal, 16; Cedar Waiwing, 5; White- breasted Nuthatch, 6; 
Tufted Titmouse, 10; Chickadee, ;; Robin, t; Bluebird, 30. Total, 24 species, 326 
individuals. The Starlings were found in a thicket where there was an abundance of 
dogwood berries and gum-berries. They flew to the top of nearby trees at our approach, 
and their peculiar notes led us to make as thorough an investigation of their identity 
as possible. We used apatrofZeisshigh-powered.^ustrianarmy binoculars on them, and 
Mr. Worley had previously made their acquaintance while attending Princeton Uni- 
versity. — Harry B. McConneil, John Worley and Milton Ronsheiu. 

Scio, Ohio. — Dec. is; 8.30 A.M. to IJ.30 p.m. Part cloudy; ground bare and frozen; 
wind from the west and very light; temp. 14° morning, 35° noon, and 21° evening. 
Distance traveled, 5 miles. Country hilly, overgrown with second growth sapling and 
hazel brush and briers. Sparrow Hawk, 2; Screech Owl, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; 
Downy Woodpecker, s; Red- bellied Woodpecker, 5; Flicker, 10; Crow, 3; Tree Sparrow, 
30; Junco, 25; Song Sparrow, 1; Cardinal, 4; White-breasted Nuthatch, s; Tufted Tit- 
mouse, is; Chickadee, 15; Bluebird, 6. Total, 15 species, 130 individuals. — E. E. Smith. 

FrMport, Ohio. — Dec. 25; i.io to 5.20 p.m. Hazy sky; ground bare; moderate 
breeze from south and southwest; temp, 31° at start, a" at 6nish. Walked about 5 miles 
(radius of 1 miles east, south, and west of town). Birds more numerous on east slopes. 
Ked-tailed Hawk, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, i; Downy Woodpecker, 5; Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker, 1; Crow, 4; Tree Sparrow. 49; Song Sparrow, 12; Junco. 16; Cardinal, 3 males, 
6 females; Carolina Wren, i; White-breasted Nuthatch. 2; Tufted Titmouse, 6; Chick- 
adee, s; Bluebird, 2, {gayc chtery-ckeery flight call). Total, 14 species, 114 individuals. — 
Lorenzo S. Green. 

HuniltOQ, Ohio. — Dec. 25; S.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. Partly cloudy; 
ground bare; wind southeast, light; temp. 14° at start, tb" at return. Fourteen miles on 
foot through open fields and wood patches and 3 miles along river. Mallard Duck, 14; 
Bob-white, 9 (i covey); Kingfisher, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 6; Downy Woodpecker, 10; 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 7; Flicker, 12; Crow, 14; TreeSparrow,3io-|-; Field Sparrow, 6; 
Junco, 172; Song Sparrow, q; Swamp Sparrow, 32; Cardinal, 11; Brown Creeper, 7; 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 20; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Tufted l^tmouse, 40; Chick- 
adee, 62; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 2. Total, 20 species, 950 individuals. — Frank Har- 

ZenlBjOhio. — Dec. 94; S. a.m. to 3.30 p.m. Clear; ground bare; wind southwest, fresh; 
temp, 23° to 30°. Nine miles on foot. Merganser, i; Mallard, 12; Ring-necked Pheasant, 
3; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Belted Kingfisher, i; Hairy Woodpecker, i; Downy Woodpecker, 
9; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 3; Flicker, 7; Crow, 23; Tree Sparrow, 8; Song Sparrow, 18; 
'Cardinal, 11; Brown Creeper, 3; While- breasted Nuthatch, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 12; 
Chickadee, 6; Golden -crowned Kinglet, i. Total, 18 species, 113 individuals. — Helen 
Aneeney. 

Colnmbiu, Ohio. — Dec. 16; 8 to 11.30 a.m., 12.30 to 4.30 p.m. Steady snowfall all 
day, no snow on ground up to 6 a.m., jyi in. by evening; moderate wind, south, shifting 
to southeast; temp. 28°, 7 a.m.; 33°, 4.30 p.m. Distance covered, 6 miles on foot, 25 
miles by automobile. Bob-white, 9; Mourning Dove, 33; Marsh Hawk, i ; Sparrow Hawk, 
i; Hairy Woodpecker, 4; Downy Woodpecker, 13; Flicker, 13; Horned Lark, 1; Prairie 
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Homed Lark, 200 (est.); Blue Jay, 4; Crow, 4; Meadowlark, S; Goldfinch, i; Tree 
Sparrow, iiJunco, 68; Song Sparrow, 19; Cardinals; Brown Creeper, 10; White-breasted 
Nuthatch, 11; Tufted Titmouse, 10; Black-capped Chickadee, 1; Golden-crowned 
ELinglet, 7. Total, 21 species, 434 individuals. — Edwabs S. Tbohas, accompanied by 
Frank Riebel, Bob Black, Edcar Black, and Warkeh Portbk, in a.m., Fbahk 
RjEBEL and John Thouas, in p.u. 

Port Wayne, Ind,— Dec. j6; 8 a.m. to i p.m. Cloudy; i in. of snow; snow-flurries at 
intervals; wind light, southeast; temp. 26°. Four miles along river bank and vicinity. 
Observers together. Mourning Dove, i; Marsh Hawk, 3; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy 
Woodpecker, s; Flicker, i:Blue Jay, S; Crow, 4; Rusty Blackbird, i; Bronzed Crackle, i; 
Goldfinch, i; Tree Sparrow, i]8; Slate-colored Junco, 59; Song Sparrow, to; Cardinal, 
i6; Brown Creeper, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, :i; Tufted Titmouse, 8; Black-capped 
Chickadee, 11; Robin, i. Total, 19 species, 381 individuals.— Chakle.s .A. Stock bridge, 
A. A. RiNCWALT, A. K. Mehl, Hensy W. Sepper and Wu. Sihler. 

Lafayette, Ind. — Dec, i5;g a.m. to i p.m. Partly cloudy; groundbarc; wind southeast, 
raw, light; temp. 16° at start, 19° at finish. Seven miles on foot, through Happy Hollow 
and along Tecumseh Trail north. Observers together. Sparrow Hawk, i; Downy Wood- 
pecker, 11; Blue Jay, 4; American Crow, 9; American Goldfinch, 9; Tree Sparrow, 55; 
Junco, 80; Song Sparrow, 4; Cardinal, 14;' Brown Creeper, 3; Tufted Titmouse, u; 
Chickadee, : . Total, 1 1 spacies, J03 individuals.— M. L. Fisher and Paul Aitkenhead. 

Roachdale, Ind. — Dec. 15; 9 a.m. to i P.M. Partly cloudy; ground practically bare; 
wind southeast, light; temp. 14° to iS°. Eight miles on foot. Duck (sp. ?), 1; Mourning 
Dove, 10; Sharp-shinned Hawk. 1; Red-tailed Hawk, i; Downy Woodpecker, 6; Red- 
beltied Woodpecker, 3; Flicker, 6; Blue Jay, 3; American Crow, 30; Meadowlark, 1; 
Tree Sparrow, 40; Slate-colored Junco, i ; Song Sparrow, s; Cardinal, 3; Brown Creeper, 
3; Wfaite-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 8; Black-capped Chickadee, so. 
Total, 18 species, 145 individuals.— Waru J. RtCE. 

St. Ueinndilnd.' — 8 a.m. to 4.30 p. u. Cloudy; no snow; not windy; temp, about 31°. 
Six miles horseback, 3 miles on foot; another trip 3 miles on foot. Country covered, 
through creek-bottoms, through large woods, and across high meadows, Killdeer, 3; 
Bob-white, 4; Mourning Dove, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, (?) 1; Sparrow Hawk, a; Barred 
Owl, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 6; Downy Woodpecker, 3; Flicker, »4; Blue Jay, 3; Crow, 6; 
Meadowlark, 46 (1 flock); Goldfinch, 8; Tree Sparrow, u; Slate-colored Junco, 136; 
Song Sparrow, 2; Towhee, 2; Cardinal, 7; Carolina Wren, i; Winter Wren, 1; Brown 
Creeper, 3; Tufted Titmouse. 4; Chickadee, 8; Bluebird, 5. Total, 14 species, 1S4 
individuals .^Claude Louax, M. D. 

KfAomo, Ind.— Dec. 16; 8.4s am. to 3. is pm. Cloudy; snowed all day; 3 in. of snow; 
south wind, light; temp. 29" at start, 33° at return. Two miles of river bank and vicinity; 
to and from woods on bicycle. Bob-white, 9 (i covey); Sparrow Hawk, i; Barred Owl, 1; 
Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 3; Flicker, 4; Prairie Horned Lark, 3; 
Blue Jay, 4; Crow, 5; Tree Sparrow. 45; Junco. 40; Song Sparrow, 14; Cardinal, i; 
Brown Creeper, s; White-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 12, Total, 16 species, 
(about) t53 individuals. — Ruhsei.l Hubricht. 

Chicago, ni.^Dec. 26; 10 a.m. to 3 p.u. Three in. of snow; snowed slightly all day; 
temp, about 30°. North along the Dcslaines River from Oak Park to Irving Park 
Boulevard, then east to city. Ring-necked Pheasant, 50; Marsh Hawk, 1 ; Hairy Wood- 
pecker, s; Downy Woodpecker, 9; American Crow, 3; American Goldfinch, 8; Tree 
Sparrow, 100; Slate-colored Junco, 95; Song Sparrow, 5; Fox Sparrow, i; Cardinal, 5; 
Brown Creeper, i; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Black-capped Chickadee. 12. Total, 14 
species, 296 individuals .—Gardner Bates. 

Wank^an, ni. — 10.15 *■*'■ to 3.15 p.m. Cloudy; 3 in. of snow; wind southwest, very 
light; temp. 30° at start, 32° at return. Ten miles on foot. Observers together. Herring 
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Gull, 37; American Merganser, 22; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 2; Crow, 
100; American Goldfinch, 25; Tree Sparrow, 30; Slate-colored JuncOp, 40; Lincoln's 
SpuTOw, i; Noitheni Shrike, i; Chickadee, 2. Total, 11 species, 151 individuals. The 
Lincoln's Sparrow was collected. — Paskek Blais and Stephen S. Gibcory, Jb. 

PMt Byfon, HI. — Dec. j6; 8.30 to 11.30 a.m., u.is to 3.30 p.m. Cloudy and hazy; 
3 in. of snow; calm in A.M., light north wind in P.M.; temp, 30° to 35°. Twelve miles on 
loot. American Merganser, Red-breasted Merganser, and American Golden-eye, 500; 
Bob-white, ij (i covey); Rough-legged Hawk, i; Great Horned Owi, 2; Hairy Wood- 
pecker, 7; Downy Woodpecker, 35; Red- bellied Woodpecker, q; Prairie Homed Lark, 11; 
Blue Jay, 6; Crow, 15; Tree Sparrow, 45; Slate-colored Junco, 75; Brown Creeper, »; 
White-breasted Nuthatch. 9; Tutted Titmouse, 2; Black-capped Chickadee, 30. ToUl, 
r8 species, (about) 750 individuals. — John J. Schafer. 

Winthiop, Iowa (Pierce farm and vkinltr, ■long BuSalo Cr«ek to Spe«u Pond and 
return). — Dec. 13; u m. to 4 p.m. Clear; ground covered with 2 to 4 inches of ice- 
encrusted snow, making walking hard and very noisy; trees and bushes covered with 
frozen sleet; creek frozen quite solidly with occasional open places; wind northwest, 
strong; temp. 10" at start and also at return. About 3 miles on foot. Bob-white, 3; 
Mourning Dove, 1 (these birds, which 1 have never before seen here in winter, are stay- 
ing near a corn-fodder stack back of our bam); American Rough-legged Hawk, i; 
Belted Kingfisher, i (this bird is staying in this vicinity, for it has been heard 'rattling' 
atintervalsforseveral months); Hairy Woodpecker, i; American Crow, a mammoth flock, 
which I estimated at 300, was seen in a cornfield — I counted 181 Crows at other points 
in my tramp; Tree Sparrow, 14; Slate-colored Junco, i; Brown Creeper, i; White- 
breasted Nuthatch, b; Tufted Titmouse, i; Black-capped Chickadee. S. Total, 11 
spedes, (about) sjo individuals. A Barred Owl was seen here Dec. 13, — Fhed J. Pieice. 

Bettendoff, Iowa. (Credit Island Park, Davenport, and along Hiasiasippl River and 
Dock Creek). — Dec. 16; g a.m. to 1 2.50 p.m., i. i 5 to 4.30 p.m. Cloudy, rather haiy most 
of morning; 4 in. of snow; ice in creek and river almost frozen over; wind light, north- 
west, increasing during day; temp. 16" at start, 22° at return. Fight miles on foot. 
Loon, i; Herring Gull, 33; American and Red-breasted Mergansers, 50-)-; American 
Golden-eye, 1; Cooper's (?) Hawk, i; Rough-legged (?) Hawk, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 4; 
Downy Woodpecker, 26; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 5; Northern Flicker, i; Blue Jay, 9; 
Crow, 26; Red-winged Blackbird, 14; White- throated Sparrow, i (with flock of Tree 
Sparrows); Tree Sparrows, 325-f-; Junco, 33; Song Sparrow, 4; Cardinal, 8; Brown 
Creeper, 11; White-breasted Nuthatch, 13; Tufted Titmouse, rj; Chickadee, 30. Total, 
23 spedes, 5S1 -|- individuals. Saw a flock of 16 birds flying over which I took to be 
Prairie Homed Larks. — Hugo H. Schrouek. 

Siooz City, Iowa. — Dec, i6; Riverside Park and return; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; sii 
miles on foot; one observer. Perry Creek Road and return; 3 to 5 p.m.; five miles 
on foot; two observers. Morntngside; g a.m. to 3 P.M.; one observer. Clear; deep snow; 
strong northwest wind; temp., g A.M., 15°, 3 P.M., 8°. Cooper's Hawk, i; Screech Owl, a; 
Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 6; Northern Flicker, r; Blue Jay, 6; American 
Crow, s; Purple Finch, 3 (i in mature male plumage); Tree Sparrow, 37; Slate-colored 
Junco, a; Song Sparrow, t; Cardinal, 6; Brown Creeper, 1; White-breasted Nuthatch, 3; 
Black-capped Chickadee. 33. Total, 15 species, no individuals.— A. F. Allen, W. J. 
HAVWASn, V. C. BoNESTEEL and Mss. Fbank Mabshall. 

Bardstown, Ky. (west, south, and southeast of town). — Dec. 34; 8. 15 A.M. to 3.30 
P.M. Cloudy at start, after 11 o'clock partly clear; ground bare, hard at start, thawing 
about noon; wind southwest, light; temp. 30° at start, 16" at return. About i a miles on 
foot. Ducks, 35 (t flock, flying high); Wilson's Snipe, i; Killdeer, 10; Sparrow Hawk, 1; 
Belted Kingfisher, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 17; Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker, 8; Flicker, s; Prairie Horned Lark, 9; Crow, 56; Tree Sparrow, 20; Field Sparrow, 
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lo; Slate- colored Junco, 435; Son'g Sparrow, 49; Towhee, 11; Cardinal, 51; Cedar Wbx- 
wingi SS; Myrtle Warbler, g; PaJm Warbler, i; Mockingbird, 4; Carolina Wren, 8; 
Bewick's Wren, 2; Winter Wren, i\ White-breasted Nuthatch, j; Tutted Titmouse, 72; 
Carolina Chickadee, 71; Golden- crowned Kinglet, 3; Bluebird, ig. Total, 19 species, 
(about) 970 individuals. The Palm Warbler seen at close range as it took wing; green- 
ish yellow rump and while tips to outer tail feathers plainly seen. On Dec. 3j, tliree of 
these Warblers were seen at the same place, and were studied at a distance of about 
10 feet for a period of ten minutes. Besides the characteristic markings, the continual 
tilting of the tail and a distinguishable chip, identified these birds. — Bf.n. J. Blincoe. 

BoMing OrMn, Ky. (Smith's Woods, and klong Big But«ii Riv«r and Jennings 
Creek).— Dec. 24; 7 a.m. to 4 p.u. Thick, cloudy until noon, broken clouds after noon; 
ground bare; light northwest wind; temp, is" to 35°. .\bout 15 miles on foot. Observers 
together. Mallard, 4; Mourning Dove, lo; Eilack Vulture, 20 (all seen near the slaughter- 
house on Jennings Creek}; Marsh Hawk. 1; Sbarp-sliinned Hawk, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 
5; Southern Downy Woodpecker, 15; Ked-bcHied Woodpecker, 11; Flicker, 16; Blue Jay, 
17; .-American Crow, 450 (a good-sized flock at a roost near town); Meadowlark, 115 
(100 in one flock); Purple Finch, 13 (rare this winter); American Goldfinch, »$; White- 
crowned Sparrow, 75; White-throated Sparrow, 36; Tree Sparrow, 63; Chipping Sparrow, 
3; Slate-colored Junco, 255; Song Sparrow, 57; Lincoln's Sparrow, 5; Towhee, 24; Cardi- 
nal, 60; Cedar Waxwing, 5; Myrtle Warbler, 23; Mockingbird, 14; Carolina Wren, i; 
Bewick's Wren, 3; Brown Creeper, 4; White- breasted Nuthatch, i; Tufted Titmouse, 97; 
Carolina Chickadee, 68; Bluebird, 35. Total, 33 species, 1,553 indi%dduals. Species 
wintering here seen Dec. tS: Broad-wing.;d Hawk, i; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Prairie Homed 
Lark, flock of 25 to 30. Dec. 15: Killdeer, i.— L. V. Lancaster and Gordon Wilson. 

St. Louis, Ho. (Crere Cteur L«ke).— Dec. 26; 9.45 a.u. to 3 p.w. Heavy snowstorm; 
light wind in the north; temp. 30° to 38°. Hairy Woodpecker, 10; Downy Woodpecker, 
10; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 3; Flicker, 18; Blue Jay, 1; Crow, 2; Slate-colored Junco, 7; 
Song Sparrow, 3; Cardinal. 12; Carolina Wren, 2; White-breasted Nuthatch, 4; Tufted 
Titmouse, 15; Chickadee, 3; Bluebird, 3. Total, 14 species, 94 individuals (in an area of 
I square mile).— R. J, Terry and E. H. Christie (St. Louis Bird Club). 

Kansas City, Mo. (heights north of Independence, month of Blue Rlvei region, 
Country Club district, Marlborough region. Upper Bine Valley, 63r4 Street and state 
line region, Shilo Hollow and Swope Park, Upper Brush Creek Valley). — Dec. 19; 
Cloudy; sharp north wind; temp, from 23° to 28°. Seven parties in as many different 
regions from three to eight hours. Bob-white, 17; Marsh Hairk, i; Cooper's Hawk, 7; 
Red-tailed Hawk, 3; Sparrow Hawk, 2; Short-eared Owl, 3; Screech Owl, j; Belted King- 
fisher, i; Hairy Woodpecker, 28; Downy Woodpecker, 95; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 12; 
Flicker, 11; Prairie Homed Lark, s; Blue Jay, 31; Crow, 92; Red-winged Blackbird, 5; 
Bronzed Grackle, 1; Purple Finch, 2; Goldfinch, 154; Pine Siskin, 3; Harris's Sparrow, 3; 
Tree Sparrow, 675; Field Sparrow, 2; Slate-colored Junco, 534; Song Sparrow, 59; Fox 
Sparrow, 5; Cardinal, 141; Carolina Wren, 12; Winter Wren, 2; Brown Creeper, 10; 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 6; Tu/ted Titmouse, no; Chickadee, 146; Robin, 2; Bluebird, 
2. Total, 35 species, 2,288 individuals. — B. F. Bolt, Isabella Clark, Walter CtJK- 
.■■'iNGHAU, Mks. T. F. English, KatuekineHime£,Wm. C.Michaels, Eldon Michaels, 
Mary Robinson, Mrs. T. C. Sherwood, Prof. A. E. Shirlinc, Dix Teacbenor, 
Charles W. Tindall, Donald Tindall and Harry Harris (Burroughs Nature Club). 

HarionTUle, Ho.— Dec. 27; 8 a.u. to i p.m., and 1.30 to 5.30 p.u. Clear, 1 or 2 in. 
of snow; slow northwest wind; temp, 10° to io°. Distance coveted, approximately 18 
miles on foot (in diameter 6 miles). Bob-white, 25; Mourning Dove, 2; Cooper's Hawk, i; 
Screech Owl, 2; Kingfisher, 3; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 20; Red- 
bellied Woodpecker, i; Flicker, 3; Prairie Homed Lark, 100; Blue Jay, 35; Crow, 2,ooo-|-; 
Meadowlark, 4; American Goldfinch, 50; Tree Sparrow, 17^; Field Sparrow, 20; Slate- 
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colored Junco, easily 50a; Sons Sparrow, 100; Cardinal, 25: Loggerhead Shrike, i; 
Mockingbird, 1; White- breasted Nuthatch, 5; Tufted Titmouse, 45; Chickadee, 60: 
Bluebird, 10. Total, 15 species, 3,190+ individuals. — Johnson Neff. 

Conw«f, Ho.— Dec. 36; 1.15 to 4.30 p. 11, Snowing; wind light; temp, ji* at start, 
3j' at return. A 6-m:lc loop on foot. Observers together. Bob-white, 30; American 
Rough-I^ged Hawk {black phase), 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 4; 
Red-beaded Woodpecker, i; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 4; Prairie Homed Lark, 18; 
Blue Jay, 10; American Crow, S; Meadowlark, 75; Purple Finch, S; American Goldfinch, 
so; Tree Sparrow, 300; Slate-colored Junco, 65; Song Sparrow, 4; Cardinal, 7; Migrant 
Shrike, 1; White- breasted Nuthatch, 3; Tutted Titmouse. 8; Carolina Chickadee, 11. 
Total, ao species, 579 individuals. Dec, 17; MourninR Dove, 3; Mockingbird, 2. — 
Wii, Spencer Logan and Prewitt Roberts. 

PayetteriUa, Ark. (south to White River, also city park nMth of town).— Dec. 19; 
11.30 to 4.30 P.M. Clear; ground bare and unfrozen; wind southwest, strong; temp; 55°. 
Covered 7 miles of pasture, wood and brush lands. Wilson's Snipe, i; Bob-white, 25; 
Red-tailed Hawk, 6; American Sparrow Hawk, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 1; Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 3; Blue Jay, 1; Crow, 20; Red-winged Blackbird, i; Meadowlark, 56; 
Purple Finch, i; Vesper Sparrow, 10; Junco, 50; Song Sparrow, 3; Foi Sparrow, 1; 
Towhee, j; Cardinal, 30; Migrant Shrike, i; Mockingbird, 2; Carolina Wren, 1; Tufted 
Titmouse, 2; Carolina Chickadee, S; Bluebird, 14. Total, 23 species, 147 individuals,— 
T. L. Bates, Raymond Davis, Ross Asbckapt and Albert Lano. 

Bianurck, N. D. (Ha; Creek to Burnt Creek).— Dec. 35 ; i to 5 P.u. Cloudy; 3 in. of 
snow; wind northwest, light. About ii miles on foot. Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse, 4; 
Northern Hairy Woodpecker. 5; Downy Woodpecker, i; Northern Flicker, 1; Hoyt's 
Horned Lark, 20; Magpie, 35; Brown Creeper, 3; Chickadee, 12. Total, S species, St 
individuals. — Rvssell Reid. * 

Charlson, M. D,— Dec 25; 8.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Partly cloudy; ground snow-covered; 
northwest wind, blizzardy; temp, at start — :". Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse. 10; Horned 
Lark, 40; Magpie, 4; Long-tailed Chickadee, 2. Total, 4 species, 56 individuals. — 
Adrian Larson. 

Tankton, S. D,— Dec. 38; 7.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fair; about i (t. of snow; light south 
wind; temp. 25". In the field from 10,30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.; remainder of time around 
home. Distance covered during walk about s miles. Observers together. Screech Owl, 1 ; 
Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 12; Flicker, 4; Blue Jay, 8; Crow, 10; 
Tree Sparrow, 20; Cardinal, 2; Chickadee, 35. Total, 9 species, 94 individuals. — A. P. 
Lasrabee, p. J. Larsabee, D. Stuelpnagel and R. Gilreatu. 

Lennox, S. D. ( and vicinity ).^Dec. 25; 10.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Partly cloudy; u in. 
of snow on level; wind south, light; temp, about 30". About 6 miles on foot. Downy 
Woodpecker, 3; Ctow, iS; Tree Sparrow, 2; White- breasted Nuthatch, 2; Chickadee, 5; 
Screech Owl, I. Total, 6 species, 40 bdividuals. Moat of these seen at feeding- station. 
Practically all ground- feeding species driven out by snow covering ground. — W. B. 

MAU.ORY. 

Fremont, Neb. (cemetery, Hormti's Island, and suiroimding country). — Dec. 2s: 
8.30 A.M. to 2 P.M. Cloudy; 4 in. of snow (I'ght flurry of snow); scarcely any wind; temp. 
35' at start, 42° at return. Ten miles on foot. Screech Owl, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 7; 
Downy Woodpecker, 9; Northern Flicker, 3; Red-shafted Flicker, i; Blue Jay, 3; Crow, 
19; I^neSbkin, 6; Tree Sparrow, 22; Slate- colored Junco, 12; Cardinal, 3; Brown Creeper, 
3; White-breasted Nuthatch, s; Chickadee, 28; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4; Robin, 1. 
Total, 16 species, 126 individuals.— Lily Ruegg Button. 

Coolidge, Kans. (Riverside Pann).— Dec. 26; ii a.m. to 4 p,u. Overcast; light skift 
of snow; wind north, medium; temp, about 10°. Ring-billed Gull, 1; Mallard, i.ioo; 
Green-winged Teal, 5; Pintail, 1; Bob-white, 12; Prairie Chicken, 6; Mourning Dove, i; 
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Marsb Hawk, i; Goshawk, i; Golden Eagle, i; Sparrow Hawk, i) Screech Owl, i; 
Great Horned Owl, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Red-shafted Flicker, 8) Honied Lark, 150; 
Magpie, i6i Red-winged Blackbird, 1;; Meadowlark, 6; Redpoll, s; Pioe Siskin, i\ 
Tree Sparrow, 185; Slate-colored Junto, gs; Song Sparrow, 64; Loggerhead Shrike, i. 
Total, 25 species, (about) 2,484 individuals.— R, T. Shanstrom. 

Topc^, Euis.— Dec. 24; 10 A.M. to ij.30 p.m., 2 lo 3.30 p.m. Clear; ground bare; 
light south wind; lemp. 9° to 23°. Seven miles. Observers together. Downy Woodpecker, 
5; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, i; Red-bellied Woodpecker, t; Northern Flicker, i; Blue 
Jay, 3; Crow, s; Goldfinch, 7;Longapur (sp. ?), i; Harris's Sparrow, 4; Tree Sparrow, ijo; 
Junco, 1251 Song Sparrow, 4; Cardinal, 12; Carolina Wren, i; Brown Creeper, 3; Tufted 
Titmouse, 2; Chickadee, :6. Total, 17 species, 340 individuals. Dec. 23: Screech Owl. — 
Russell Howasd and Sidney Hyde. 

Wichita, KuiB.— Dec. 24; g A.kf. to 5 f.u. Clear; no soow; strong southeast breeze; 
temp. 6° to 22°. Five miles along Gypsum Creek south of Wichita and some of interven- 
ing country. Observers not together. Sharp- shinned Hawk, 2; (unidentiQed) Hawks, 3; 
Downy Woodpecker, 3; Red-bellied Woodpecker, i; Flicker, 2; American Crow, 30; 
Goldfinch, 1 ; Harris's Sparrow, 1 ; Tree Sparrow, 200; Slate-colored Junco, 6S; Cardinal, 
\y. Brown Creeper, i; Black-capped Chickadee, 13. Total, 13 species, (about) 331 
individuals. — Lerox S.nvoer and Francis Miller. 

Ifarmui, Okla.— Dec. 26; S.jo a.m. to 4 p.m. Cloudy; ground bare; wind north, 
moderate; temp. 30° at start, 37" at return. Eleven miles on foot. Canada Goose, 12; 
Marsh Hawk, i; Western Red-tail, i; American Rough-legged Hawk, i; Sparrow Hawk, i; 
Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 3; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 2; Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 6; Flicker, 30; Red-shafted Flicker, 2; Blue Jay, 3; Crow, 11; Red-winged 
Blackbird, 90; Western Meadowlark, 53; Brewer Blackbird, 10; Goldfinch, 40; Harris's 
Sparrow, 245; Tree Sparrow, 43; Field Sparrow, 53; Junco, 35; Song Sparrow, 30; Foi 
Sparrow, 3; Arctic Towhee, 4; Cardinal, 62; White-rumped Shrike, i; Mockingbird, i; 
Carolina Wren, 2; Texas Wren, 3; Tufted Titmouse, 39; Plumbeous Chickadee, 37; 
Bluebird, 18. Total, 32 species and (about) Soo individuals. — Margaset M. Nice. 

Tellowabme Park, W70.— Dec. 23; 8.30 a.m., to 4.45 p.m. Clear; snow at north 
boundary 1 In., at Undine 5 ins.; wind, none; temp. a° at start, 18° at noon, 12° at end. 
Twenty-two miles on horseback. From north boundary of the park, altitude 5,300 feet, 
uptheGaidiner,southandeast, to Undine Falls, altitude 6,500 feet and return. American 
Merganser, i; Mallard, 85; Green-winged Teal, Si American Golden-eye, 8; Wilson's 
Snipe, i; Kingfisher, r; Black-billed Magpie, 21; Raveo, 2; Clark's Nutcracker, 4; 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, 351; Hepburn's Rosy Finch, 501; Black Rosy Finch, 151; 
Mountain Song Sparrow, 3; Dipper (Water Ousel), 59; Townsend's Solitaire, 3. Total, 
IS species, 1,196 individuals. The unusual features of this list, such as large number of 
Ducks and Dippers, and the presence of Wilson's Snipe and Kingfisher, and probably 
also the Townsend's Solitaires and Song Sparrows, are due to the /act that the Gardiner 
River receives a large quantity o( warm water from Mammoth Hot Springs, about 5 
miles above the north boundary, and that from this point down the water never freezes 
and water vegetation grows all winter long. — M. P. Skinneb, Park Naturalist. 

Boulder, Colo. — Dec. 19; 7.45 a.m. to 5.20 p.m. Partly cloudy; snow in patches; 
light south winds; temp. 17° to 23°. Observers together. Nineteen miles on foot, 
south to Bear Caflon; east to Base Line Lake, and return by North Boulder Creek. 
Lakes frozen over. American Coot, 2 (dead); Dusky Grouse, 6; Ring-necked Pheasant, 
10; American Rough-legged Hawk, i; Rocky Mountain Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Red- 
shafted Flicker, 10; Desert Horned Lark, i; Black-billed Magpie, 100; Long-crested 
Jay, 6;Rocky Mountain Jay, 2; Nutcracker, 1; Brewer's Blackbird, 66; (identified by the 
solid black coat and small size at a distance of 30 feet); Gambei's Sparrow, i; Western 
Tree Sparrow, i; Pink-sided Junco, 8; Mountain Song Sparrow, (2; Plumbeous Vireo, 3 
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(identified by the gray upperparts, white Cbroat and orbilal ring and wing bars, and 
olive-gray flanks); Long-tailed Chicltadee, i; Western Robin, iifi. Total, 19 species 
jji individuals. — Leslie Daniels and Theodore F. Beard. 

Boulder, Colo,~Dsc. 31; ij.jo a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Cloudy; S in. of snow; wind southeast 
in A.M., west in P.M., very light; temp. 18° at start, 10° at return. Ten miles on foot 
along foothills, mesas, mouths of ca&ons and plains. Observers together. Dusky Grouse, 
z; Ring-necked Pheasant, 6; Rocky Mountain Hairy Woodpecker, i; Red-shafted 
Woodpecker, iq; Magpie, 63; Long-crested Jay, 88; Western Meadowlark, 3; Slate- 
colored Junco, lo; Shufeldt's junco, 30; Pink-sided Junco, 40; Gray-headed Junco, 10; 
.Arctic Towhee, i; Mountain Chickadee, s; Townsend's Solitaire, 10; Western Robin, 
flock of about 150. Total, 15 species, (about) 443 individuals,^ Bess R. Green and 
Edna Johnson. 

Denver, Colo. — Dec. 15; 9.30 to 11.30 a.m., 1.30 to 5 p.m. Partly cloudy; 4 in. snow; 
wind southwest in .a.m., east in p.m.; temp. 13° at 8 a.m., 15' at 5 p.m. Two hours afoot, 
and two and one-half hours by motor. Ring-necked Pheasant, aS; American Rough- 
legged Hawk, i; Lewis's Woodpecker, t; Orange-shafted Flicker, 5; Horned Lark, 36; 
Magpie, 123; Red-winged Blackbird, 160; House Finch, 3; Tree Sparrow, i ; Song Sparrow, 
3; Montana Junco, t; Great Northern Shrike, i. Total, i: species, 363 individuals. — 

W. H, BEROtOLD. 

PmaniA, Colo- — Dec. 25; 11.30 to 4 p.m. Cloudy; snowing a little; 8 in. of snow; wind 
southwest, light; temp. 24° at start, 20° at return. Five miles on foot. California Quail, 
11; Harris's Woodpecker, 1; Gilded Flicker, 8; American Raven, 2; Pilion Jay, 6; 
Willow Goldfinch, 21; Gray-headed Junco, 46; Shumagin For Sparrow, 5; Oregon 
Towhee, 3; Northern Shrike, i; Oregon Chickadee, 2; Townsend's Solitaire, i; Western 
Robin, 6S. Total, 13 species, (about) 176 individuals. — Babnabd Van Deren 

Seattle, Wash. — Dec. 20; g a.m. to 4 p.m. Misty and overcast, rain in morning; 
ground bare; slight wind, southeast and east; average temp. 44°. Parties hunting in 
groups as indicated; southwest shore Lake Washington, Mrs. C. C. Crickmore and Dr. 
J. D. Terry; Lake Forest Park, Mrs. T. T. Leman; Burroughs Landing, Misses L. 
McMonagle and K. Bryan; Lake Union and Union Bay Shores, C. Richie and G. W. 
Parker; Interbay and Queen Anne Hill, L. DeLong; Renton Slough, F. W. Cook; 
University Campus. Mrs. S. M. Kane and Mrs. M. Schuler; Kirkland, M. 1. and C. N. 
Compton. Western Grebe, 17; Horned Grebe, 12; Hcelbell's Grebe, 3; Pied-billed Grebe, 
4; Glaucous- winged Gull, 1,143; California Gull, 33; Herring Gull, 41; Western Gull, 70; 
Red-breasted Merganser, 3; Mallard, 60; Green-winged Teal, 214; Shoveler, 99; Pin- 
tail, 12; Canvasback, 5; Scaup Duck, 254; BufBehead, 95; Old Squaw, 8; Ruddy Duck, 
19; Northwest Coast Heron, 4; Coot, 649; Wilson's Snipe, 28; 'RuSed Grouse, il; 
California Quail, 225; Ring-necked Pheasant, 7; Cooper's Hawk, 1; Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, 3; Owl (?), 3; Northwest Kingfisher, 5; Gairdner's Woodpecker, i; Harris's 
Woodpecker, i; Northwest Flicker, 53; Steller Jay, 39; Western Crow, 211; Northwest 
Redwing. 1; Brewer's Blackbird, s^; Western Meadowlark, 4; Western Evening Gros- 
beak, 1; California Purple Finch, 46; Willow Goldfinch, 1,314; Pine Siskin, 1,453; 
Shufeldt's Junco, 387; Rusty Song Sparrow, 159; Fox Sparrow, 51; Oregon Towhee, 66; 
Cedar Waxwing, 196; Anthony's Vireo, 4; Audubon Warbler, 2; Seattle Wren, 29; 
Western Winter Wren. 35; Tule Wren, 7; Tawny Creeper, s; Oregon Chickadee, 106; 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, ti; Western Golden -crowned Kinglet, 79; Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, 9; Western Robin, 868; Varied Thrush, 46, Total, 57 species, 8,185 individuals. 
A notable feature of this trip was that the birds were found congregated in small areas 
with a large part of the field practically deserted.— Seattle Audubon Society, M. L 
Compton, Preside nl. 

Portland, Ore. (Portland Heights, Reed College, Ht. Tsbor, and Columbia Slough). 
— Dec. 26; 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 P.M. Heavy rain and fog all day; light southeasterly wind; 
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temp, about 41°. HoIIheII'e Grebe, 4; Pied-billed Grebe, 3; Herring Gull, 7; CaliforniB 
Gull, SO) Ring-billed Gull, 4; Hooded Merganser, 1; Baldpale, 3; BuSehead, t5;^hoveler, 
4; Lesser Scaup, 25; Great Blue Heron, i; Coot, u; Ring-necked Pbeasant, 5; Desert 
Sparrow Hawk, i; Belted Kingfisher, 1; Red-shafted Flicker, ijSteUer's Jay, j; Crow, 15; 
California Purple Finch, 11; Pine Siskin, small flock; White-crowned Sparrow, i; 
Golden-crowned Sparrow, 3; Oregon Junco, 50; Rusty Song Sparrow, 7; Townsend's 
Foi Sparrow, i; Oregon Towhee, g\ Oregon Chickadee, 4; Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
10; Varied Thrusfa, 5. Total, 19 species, 350 individuals. — W. A, Euot, W. S. Rakeh, 
Yvonne Jarrett and Maby E. Rakes. 

NMartB, Tillamook Co., Ore. — Dec. 15; S.30 a.m. to 4 p.u. Cold and rainy; wind 
north; temp. 48° to 50°. Homed Grebe, 6; Loon, 3; Cassin's Auklet, 1; Ancient Mur- 
relet, i; Glaucous- winged Gull, 60; Western Gull, 40; Pacific Kittiwake, i; Brandt's 
Cormorant, 10; Baird's Cormorant, i; Scaup Duck, i; Golden-eye, 18; Bufflehead, 10; 
WMte-winged Scoter, 25; Coot, 5; Black Oyster- catcher, 2; Western Red-tail, i; Bald 
Eagle, i; Belted Kingfisher, 1; Northwest ^''ticker, 3; Coast Jay, 2; Raven, 1; Pine Siskin 
75; Junco (Shu/eldt's and Oregon), 50; Rusty Song Sparrow, 4; Sooty Fox Sparrow, 6, 
Or^on Towhee, a; Western Winter Wren, i; California Creeper, t; Oregon Chickadee, 4; 
Coast Wren-tit, i; Western Golden-crowned Kinglet, S; Sitka Kinglet, i ; Alaska Hermit 
Thrush, 1; Varied Thrush, n; Western Bluebird, 4. Total 35 species, 357 individuals.^ 
Alsx. Walkss. 

Santm Barbara, Calif, (whuf, Bfltero, foothillB, Hope Lake (fresh water), tide flats at 
Goleta). — Bee. 24; 6.30 a.u. to 5 p.u. Cloudy with low fog till 3.30 p.u., after that clear; 
calm; temp. 40° to 60°. Distance of course 30 miles, largely in automobile. Western 
Grebe, s; Homed Grebe, i; Eared Grebe, 4; Pied-billed Grebe, 4; Loon, 3; Parasitic 
Jaeger, i; Glaucous- winged Gull, i; Western Gull, 600; Herring Gull, i; California 
Gull, 130; Ring-billed Gull, 25; Short-billed Gull, S; Heermann's Gull, 7; Bonaparte 
Gull, 30; Royal Tern, to; Faiallone- Cormorant, 50; Brandt Cormorant, 12; Baird's 
Cormorant, 2; California Brown Pelican, 15; Green- winged Teal, i; Cinnamon Teal. 3; 
Shoveller, 40; Pintail, 50; Canvasback, 150; Lesser Scaup. 50; Bufflehead, 2; White- 
winged Scoter, 100; Surf Scoter, 75; Ruddy Duck, 50; Great Blue Heron, 5; Anthony's 
Green Heron, i; Sora Rail, i; American Coot, 115; Wilson's Snipe, 4; Least Sandpiper, 
lo; Sanderling, as; Western Willet, i; Black-bellied Plover, 2; Killdeer, 5; Snowy 
Plover, r; Spotted Sandpiper, 2; California Valley Quail, 225; Mourning Dove, 3; 
Turkey Vulture, g; Sharp-shinned Hawk, i; Western Red-tail, 2; Duck Hawk, 4; 
Pigeon Hawk, i; Desert Sparrow Hawk, S; California Pygmy Owl, i (W. L. D.); King- 
fisher, 2; Califomian Woodpecker, S; Red-shafted Flicker, 20; Anna's Hummer, 15; 
Say's Phccbe, 10; Black Phcebe, 14; California Homed Lark, 2; California Jay, lo; 
San Diego Redwing, 3,400; Western Meadowlark, 3; Brewer's Blackbird, 300; California 
Purple Finch, i; House Finch, 140; Green-backed Goldfinch, 4; Belding's Sparrow, 5; 
Gambel '3 Sparrow, 200; Golden- crowned Sparrow, 10; Large-billed Sparrow, 3; Thurber's 
Junco, 50; Rufous- crowned Sparrow, 5; San Diego Song Sparrow, 40; Mountain Song 
Sparrow, 2 (W. L. D,); Lincoln's Sparrow, 1; Valdaz's Fox Sparrow, 12; San Diego Tow> 
hee, 12; California Towhee, 20; California Shrike, 13; Dusky Warbler, 6; Townsend's 
Warbler, 3; Audubon Warbler, 200; Pacific Yellow- throat, 5; Pipit, 20; Western Mock- 
ingbird, 4; California Thrasher, 2; Dotted Ca&on Wren, i; Western Bewick's Wren, 4; 
Western House Wren, 3; Tule Wren, 3; Sierra Creeper, i (H. E. P.); Plain Titmouse, 
8; Pallid Wren-tit, z; California Bush-tit, 13; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 40; Western 
Gnatcatcher, 4; Hermit Thrush, 12; Western Bluebird, b. Total. 96 species, SiS9^ indi- 
viduals. Three Egrets were seen daily from Dec, i to Dec, ij. — H. C. Henderson, H. 
E. pAmiENTER and Wii. L. Dawsdn. 
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THE SEASON 
XXIII. October 15 to December 15, 1920 



Boston Region.— The weather dur- 
ing the last two months has been mild, 
with an abundant precipitation in the 
form o( rain and transient, wet snow. 
At present, December 15, the ground is 
bare and the grass on Lexington Common 
is green. 

So far this season, the scarcity of country 
birds has been remarkable; only a dozen 
species were found during two careful 
leuches over excellent bird-country in 
November and December, a condition 
indicating that the bird-population has 
been reduced to its lowest winter terms. 
The migration of Canada Geese was 
prominent for a few days about the middle 
df November; during the night of 
November a^-Ji especially, the birds 
wereheard 'honking' as they pushed south- 
ward in a high, blustering wind. 

Dr. C. W. Townsend and Mr. C. A. 
Robbins have kindly sent me the results 
of their observations in localities more 
favorable for meeting winter birds than 
the counlry about Boston — from Ipswich 
and Wareham respectively. Dr. Townsend 
reports as common the two Loons, Horned 
Grebe, Golden -eye, and Black-backed 
Gull, and as abundant the Herring Gull, 
Black Duck, and the three Scoters. 
Gannets and Double-crested Cormorants, 
abundant migrants, were seen last on 
November 21. He lists no wintering Song 
Sparrows. 

Mr. Robbins, referring to the scarcity of 
landbirds, remarks that he "never saw 
just such conditions," but reports the 
arrival in good numbers of Tree Sparrows 
and an increase of Goldfinches and Juncos 
during the second week of December. 

A comparison of these two reports from 
stations 6o miles apart brings out the 
interesting infetence that Myrtle Warblers 
moved from the northern to the southern 
ihore of Cape Cod in mid-November. Dr. 
Townsend, at Ipswich, noted a sudden 
diminution in their numbers at this time, 
while Mr. Robbins observed a marked 



influx of the birds to the shores of Buzzard's 
Bay. 

About our homes, one bird's voice 
breaks the silence of early morning. The 
Starlings sit on high— on the roofs of our 
houses, on church steeples, even on the 
gilded bail at the tip of the flag-pole on 
Lexington Common^and at dawn squeak, 
hiss, and whistle. But by imitating the 
Cowbird's whistle, they sometimes give us 
a hint of spring. — Winsos M. Tylek, 
Lexington, Mass. 

New Yobk Region. — The weather 
was unusually mild during this period, and 
up to the middle of December there were 
few nights when the temperature fell 
below freezing. There are some reports of 
birds lingering beyond the dates on which 
they ordinarily depart for the South, but 

On November 15, a Catbird and a 
Yellow Palm Warbler were observed at 
Long Beach (Griscom, Janvrin, and 
Crosby), and, on December it, a Bittern 
at the same locality (Janvrin and L. 
Williams). The writer noted a Catbird at 
Garden City, November 7, and a Bittern 
was picked up in the streets of Brooklyn 
and brought to the Brooklyn Museum 
alive, December 13 (R. C. Murphy). Six 
Wilson's Snipes are reported from a small 
marsh near Poughkeepsie, December s 
(M. S. Crosby). 

Some birds which one finds lingering 
late in the fall after other members of their 
species have moved on to the South seem 
to be of purely casual occurrence at such a 
late date. The occurrence of the Catbird 
in November, however, we hesitate to 
attribute merely to chance, although tbe 
last Catbirds are ordinarily not seen after 
the middle of tbe preceding month. 
Probably in this species, after tbe main 
migration wave has passed there are other 
lesser waves representing so few individuals 
that these are ordinarily overlooked. 
When, this year, a Catbird was seen on 
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November 7. the writer thought the bird 
likely his lat<:sl for the species on Long 
Island. Reference to records, ho never, 
showed that he had noted a Catbird on 
November 7 some twenty odd years 
previous, and, strangely enough, there is a 
record for some years' Rtanding for Novem- 
ber 35 also, considered a straggler of migra- 
tion. The species very rarely winters. 

On the whole, the late fall was marked 
by an unusual scarcity of bird-iife, both as 
regards land birds and Ducks, coastwise 
and up the Hudson. There have been few 
instances of those northern species which 
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Siskins, almost no Red-breas(ed Nut- 
hatches (a single one of the latter, Decem- 
ber 3, Forest Park, Long Island — L. N. 
Nichols). Exceptions are a flock of un- 
determined Crossbills in Brooklyn (R. C. 
Murphy), a Northern Shrike balancing on 
a telegraph wire, Long Beach, November 
j6 {J. T. N.), and one at West Nyack, 
December 11 (R. B. Potter). The Purple 
Pinch, usually regular in small numbers, 
has been practically absent. Pipits, and 
later Horned Larks, were apparently more 
numerous than usual. A Rough-legged 
Hawk at Rhinebeck, December 5, and two 
at Cruger'a Island, December ii (M. S. 
Crosby) are worth noting, as this Hawk 
is much rarer up the Hudson than over the 
coastwise marshes near New York City, 
where it seems to have been absent this 
year. — J. T. NiCHOtS, New York City. 

Philadelphia Region. — It is seldom 
that this region experiences a milder fall 
than the one just passed: October 31, 
woods slill green; evening primrose, aster, 
knotwood and white snakeroot still in 
bloom. November 10, a bat flying about. 
November 11, at Cape May, N. J., 
dragon flies and mosquitos present. 
December 4, a thunderstorm of summer- 
like proportions. December la. Seaside 
Park, N. J., a butterfly flying about. 
Winter has registered only one character- 
istic cold snap — November 13 and 14 — 
when skim-ice was formed on the ponds. 

While the common winter birds are 
present in their normal numbers there is 
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an entire absence of such birds as Cross- 
bills. Siskins, and Redpolls. The Chick- 
adee and Red-breasted Nuthatch seem 
to be among the missing also. On the other 
hand, the Golden- crowned Ringlet, which 
has been comparatively uncommon the 
past two years, is again here in numbers 
(14 November 18). Tree Sparrows were 
first noted December 4, rather late. 

Probably the most interesting feature of 
the fall has been the great flights of wild- 
fowl. Ducks and Geese have been reported 
lo be unusually abundant on Bamegat 
and Delaware Bays and also along the 
coast. At Cape May, November 7, long 
lines of Ducks were observed streaming 
down the coast and out into the bay. 
There were hundreds, if not thousands, of 
Ducks on the wing and they appeared to be 
mostly Scoters. At inland points, Black 
Ducks are said to be more abundant than 
last year. Two Wood Ducks were noted at 
Fish House, N. J., October 31; one at Mt. 
Holly, N. J (Mr. N. D. W. Pumyea, 
October 34.) A few Canada Geese were 
seen November 7 (13 at Cape May) . 
But the great flight occurred the third 
week of the month, November 31 (400 
at Cape May); the same day ■300 at 
Atlantic Cily, N. J. (C. K. Roland). In 
all probability this was only a small por- 
tion of the birds on the wing and no doubt 
the flight was on at least all along the 
Jersey coast. 

On November 11, here at Camden, a 
Barn Owl which flew in one of the windows 
of the Temple Building (a moderate-sized 
office-building in the center of the city), 
was captured by the janitor. As usual 
in such instances, the local paper came out 
with an elaborate description of the bird: 
"This 'Jersey Devilbird' has a forked 
tongue, like a snake; a face like a monkey: 
feet like a chicken ; feathers like a Pheasant ; 
wings like an Eagle. It hisses like a. steam 
radiator." Wonderful to relate, the 
janitor, after keeping the Owl about a week, 
let the bird go through fear of a fine. It 
is quite probable that a local game warden 
warned him about keeping the Owl a 

Other observation^ thftt might be 
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mentioned are: Great-horned Owl (found 
dead), White-crowned Sparrow, and two 
Gannets (?), large birds some distance 
out flying about with a lot oC Gulls and 
plunging into the sea from a distance of 
10 to II feet with considerable splash (at 
Cape May, November 7); at the same 
point, November 14, Short -eared Owl and 
two Bam Swallowsi Laughin;; Gull near 
Ferry at Philadelphia, November 4; 3 
Long-eared Owls, first noted in winter 
roost November 2S. 

Through an oversight, a remarkable 
flight of Hawks observed at Cape May 
October 3 was omitted from last season's 
report. During a period of about an hour 
the following Raptores were noted: 
Marsh Hawk. : ; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 10; 
Cooper's Hawk, 5; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; 
Broad- winged Hawk, 60; Sparrow Hawk, 2; 
Duck Hawk, i; Fish Hawk, 6; Bald Eagle. 
1 and in addition about 40 Turkey 
Vultures. — Juuan K. Potter, Camden, 
N.J. 

Wasbington Region. — The warm 
weather of September. 1930, about 
Washington extended its influence well 
into October, and even November was 
mild. On some of the warmer days in the 
latter month the birds were active, and 
therefore coDspicuous in the outskirts of 
towit as well as in the country, but in 
neither October nor November did birds 
seem to be unusually numerous, either in 
species or individuals. 

The warm weather, while it produced 
thus no marked influence on the bird-life, 
apparently induced a few birds to linger 
beyond their ordinary time of departure. 
Thb was evident in the case of the Scarlet 
Tanager, which ordinarily leaves us about 
October 3, but which this year was seen 
as late as the isth of that monthi the 
Black-poll Warbler, the average date of 
departure of which is October it, and the 
very latest record October 16, seen this 
year on October 30, 21, and 15; and the 
Yellow Palm Warbler, the average date of 
departure of which is October iq, which 
remained at least until November S. 

Three birds were observed later io the 



autumn than ever before; T.iu Pied-billed 
Grebe, by Ludlow Griscom, near Dyke. 
Va., on November S, the latest previous 
record of which is November 3, 1884) tbe 
Louisiana Water-Thrush, seen near Wash- 
ington, by Miss M.J. Peltewon October 4, 
tbe latest previous record of which b 
September 30, igi^i and the Rough- 
winged Swallow, observed along the canal 
near Cabin John Bridge on September 11, 
as against a previous latest date of 
September 5, 1916. The Rough-winged 
Swallow record should have been included 
in our previous report. 

Perhaps the rather unusually warm 
weather of October was also the cause of 
the singing of a Robin on October 16, 
heard by E. A. Prebte near Cleveland Park, 
although the inducement to sing did not 
seem to extend to other species. The Mock- 
ingbird, so far as its song was concerned, 
seemed to be entirely silent, although its 
calls were heard almost daily in thesuburbs 
of Washington. 

Comparatively few rare birds were 
noted during these two months, the most 
interesting species being the White- winged 
Scoter, a single adult male of which was 
seen by Ludlow Griscom near Dyke, Va., 
on November 8. This record is the sixth 
of this species for the vicinity of Wash- 
ington, and as a matter of interest the 
dates of the previous records are here given : 
December, 1842; November, i83o;October, 
■4, 1SS2; April iS, 1S92; and October 38, 
1894. 

The Herring Gulls have appeared In 
their usual numbers in the Potomac River, 
prepared for their winter sojourn. The 
Ducks, that for a few years past have been 
so conspicuous a feature of the winter 
bird-life along the river have begun to 
gather below Washington, particularly 
from Dyke southward. The species thus 
far reported are the Red-breasted Mer- 
ganser, Black Duck, Pint^l, Greater 
Scaup, Lesser Scaup, and White- winged 
Scoter, though doubtless other species 
have been present as well. There seems to 
be no reason to suppose that Ducks will 
not be as numerous during the present 
winter as they have in recent years been at 
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tins season. — Habky C. Obebholseb, 
Biohikai Swvty, Washington, D. C. 

Obeklin (Ohio) Region.— The out- 
standiog feature of the autumD was the 
almost uuinterrupteil mild weather. There 
were two light frosts in early October, and 
some six inches of snow in the second week 
of November, which melted in three days 
and was followed by mild weather until 
the openins of December. At the present 
writing (December is) the ground is not 
frozen and the grass is still green. 

This mild weather seemed to have no 
eSect in holding the mass of the birds in 
this region. Of course, many of the water- 
birds did remain — are still with us. By 
the middle of October, while the trees 
still retained most of their leaves, the woods 
and fields had assumed nearly their winter 
aspect as far as the bird-life is concerned. 
Such birds as the Warblers, Sparrows, 
Swallows, Thrushes, and the like, had 
betaken themselves southward at their 
accustomed times, at best leaving only 
casual stragglers behind. One may still 
find an occasional Towhee, Robin, Crackle, 
Hermit Thrush, and even Catbird by 
diligent search; but this is not unusual. 

Perhaps the most significant fact is that 
there are none of the birds from the north 
which visit us during the more snowy 
winters. The only wirtrr visitants which 
are in their usual numbers -re the Tree 
Sparrows and Juncor 

Among the resident birds the Cardinal 
seems to have considerably decreased in 
numbers, for some unknown reason. 
Carolina Wrens have not been found in 
six years. The Northern Pileated Wood- 
pecker seems to have finally entirely 
disappeared from the region. The same is 
tnic of the Ruffed Grouse. Under the 
protection of the state law the Bob-white 
seems to be increasing slowly. The long 
continued snow and severe weather of last 
winter did not seem to lessen its numbers. 
— Lynos Jones, Oberlin, Ohio. 

Kansas City Region.— The lesser 
migrants, especially the Sparrows, passed 
through this region with a rush during 
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early autumn and have not tarried in 
numbers as is usual when food is abundant 
and the season mild and open. Afew waves 
were noted during the last half of October, 
notably on the 33d when Sparrows, War- 
blers, Kinglets, and other small species 
were everywhere, but thirty days later 
there was a most unusual dearth of life in 
the woods and thickets. 

Conflicting reports were received duT' 
ing the early weeks of the current period 
regarding the numbers of passing Ducks 
and Geese. Lake- and marsh-hunters 
maintained with enthusiasm that the old- 
time abundance had been noted, and a 
few have been honest enough to praise the 
law that has made this possible, thereby 
admitting their error in opposing it so 
stoutly. Contrary to this good news there 
comes a report from my most trustworthy 
source of information on the Missouri 
River (Wm. Andrews) that with the excep- 
tion of almost unprecedented numbers of 
Green-winged Teal during late October the 
flight has been subnormal. Conditions 
not easy of analysis have operated a 
few times in the past to cause a like deser- 
tion of the big river during the fall migra- 
tion. Andrews' notes show encouraging 
numbers of Geese of all species during late 
October and early November, but this 
conservative observer will not admit that 
there has been the least indication of any 
increase in numbers over recent years. 

Chief among the species noted late in 
October were 15 Lesser Snow Geese on the 
14th, and II Homed GrelKS, 11 White- 
fronted Geese, 36 Franklin's Gulls, 30 
Hutchins's Geese, 75 Ring-billed Gulls, 
300 White Pelicans (very late), great 
numbers of large Hawks (sp. ?), and six 
species of the commoner Ducks on the 

November opened with every upland 
lake and pond black with Mallards, 
Pintails, Red-heads (tew). Ring-necks, 
Scaup, Lesser Scaup and Shovellers, while 
on the river were some Gadwall and im- 
mense numbers of Green-winged Teal. 
On the 7th a party of 5 Golden-eyes were 
seen, and on the loth a flock of 14 Buffle- 
heads, with a few Mergansers and Hooded 
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Mergansers, were noted. Belween these 
dates, 3 WiUets, a few Killdeers, and a small 
Hock of belated Yellow-legs were present. 
During this period aUo immense numbers 
of Rusty Blackbirds and Red-wings were 
passing. It is ptcsuined from their notice- 
ably different notes that the Red-wings 
were of the large Thick-billed race. Be- 
tween the nth and igth the weather was 
freezing cold with some snow, and many 
flocks of migrating water-fowl were noticed 
daily. Prior to the stst a flock of perhaps 
a thousand Pintails rested for three days 
on a sand-bar not tar below the city. This 
sight was reminiscent of other days. 

Evidence gathered from all quarters in 
this immediate region and from eastern 
and central Kansas indicates that the 
Ducks came south this fall in greatly 
augmented numbers. Needless to say a 
heavy toll was taken by an ever-increasing 
horde of pump-gunners. — Habkv Haskis, 
Kansas City, Mo. 



MiKNEAPOLis (Minn.) Recion.— The 
month of October, this year, was the mild- 
est ever recorded here — more like Septem- 
ber weather. The average temperature for 
the month was 56.4 degrees, 7 degreesabove 
the normal for the month. On the night of 
the loth a heavy tainatorro was accom- 
panied by thunder and lightning, a most 
unusual phenomenon in mid-fall. It is 
not uncommon to have two or three inches 
of snow in October, and the average date 
of the first 'killing' frost is the 5th. This 
year there has been no snow that lay on 
the ground, and after the 'cold snap' on the 
ist, no temperatures below freezing except 
on the mornings of the 27th and iSth, 
when the mercury fell to + 17 degrees for 
a few hours and a little thin ice formed on 
shallow water. Roses were in bloom here 
and there until well after the middle of the 
month. On the :gth, tamarack swamps 
were only just beginning lo show yellow 
and many willows, apple trees, prickly ash, 
and an occasional oak were almost as 
green as summertime. 

November was a dull, gray month with 
raw, cold winds, mostly from the north and 
north west .'There were only two cloudless 



days and nineteen days were wholly dark 
and gloomy. The lowest temperature was 
-I-9 degrees on the nth and the highest 
+ 53 degrees on the jth. The average 
was +33-1, about normal. Only one inch 
of snow Fell and this did not last. On the 
10th and I ith all the small lakes froze over 
but the larger and deeper ones remained 
open and free ol ice to December T5th. 
The first two weeks of December continued 
very mild for the time of year. The lowest 
temperature was +21 degrees on the 
7th, and there was practically no snow on 
the ground in this vicinity. It will thus 
be seen that the whole fall and the first 
two weeks of December have been eicep- 
lionally 'open' with no settled winter 
weather as yet. 

As stated, the first destructive frost did 
not occur until the night of October 27-28, 
and to show how mild it had been up to 
that time, it may be of interest to note 
that the following flowers were in bloom 
in the garden of Mrs. F. W. Commons at 
Lake Minnetonba on the. :7th: Cosmos, 
calendula, petunia, stock, pansies, zinnia, 
scabiosa, delphinium, verbena, dahlia, 
Dutchman's pipe, and several other vatie- 

On October ai the writer witnessed a 
great flight of Purple Martins through the 
Minnesota River Valley, ten miles south 
of the city. For an hour before sunset the 
air from near the ground to a great height 
was literally filled with the birds, circling 
and fluttering about in all directions, but 
maintaining a steady onward course. On 
the tiaA a small movement of White- 
bellied Swallows was seen in the same 
locality, and many large flocks of Crows 
were passing southward. A single Green 
Heron was seen on this date. On the 26th, 
F. W. Commons saw a Hermit Thrush and 
reported many Golden-crowned Kinglets 

October 28 and 29 there were many 
Fied-billed Grebes in Lake MinneConka. 
They were in little parties of two or three 
to a dozen or more, feeding along the icy 
shore, while out in the open take they rode 
the waves like flocks of Ducks. On the 
30th, a White- winged Scoter was shot from 
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a flock of five at the Long Meadow Gun 
Club. One or two had been killed Ihcre 
earlier in the season. This is an uncommon 
Duck in the eastern part of Minnesota. 
About twenty-five RinR-billcd Gulls were 
seenon thejist, ThisGull hasbecn rather 
more common than usual this fall. Three 
or four were seen at Lake Minnetonka as 
late as December ii. A single Turkey 
Buzzard w&s seen on October 31. 

With the freezing nf the sloughs and 
small lakes on November 10-t:, the sur- 
face-feeding Ducks practically ail left this 
vicinity. Up to this lime the usual flight 
of Ring- necks and Scaups had not 
occurred, only occasional small flocks 
appearing now and then. But it was 
reported that on the loth a great south- 
ward movement of Ducks took place, 
passing along the Minnesota River Valley, 
mostly high in the air, flock succeeding 
flock for hours. Apparently this mid- 
November flight largely passed by this 
locality in spite of the open large takes, and 
it was not until the first week of December 
that large flocks of diving Ducks appeared 
in Lake Minnetonka and elsewhere. On De- 
cember 12 the writer made a trip to Lake 
Minnetonka to investigate conditions, and 
in a limited survey saw many Golden-eyes, 
a considerable number of large Mergansers 
(probably both species), a small flock of 
Buffleheads, a single male Mallard, and 
many hundreds, perhaps thousands, of 
Ring-necks. But while it is safe to say that 
there were thousands and thousands of 
Ducks in this great lake, the number 
present by do means equated the vast 
concourse that assembled there last year — ■ 
in the first half of November, as the lake 
froze over much earlier last year. 

Down at Heron Lake in the south- 
western part of the state, the lake, which 
is stiallow, froze over in November and 
the great body of Ducks left. It then 
opened again with the milder weather and 
great numbers of Mallards gathered there 
and continued to afford good shooting 
until the middle of December. .411 this 
sounds as though Ducks were plentiful, and 
so they were at times and in certain places, 
but the general consensus of opinions 
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among hunters and other observers has 
been that, on the whole. Ducks have not 
been nearly as abundant this fall as they 
were last. Various supposed causes have 
been oHered in explanation — chiefly the 
unusual weather conditions. But it is 
probable that last year was an accidentally 
exceptional season of plenty due to cir- 
cumstances farther west that forced cast- 
ward large numbers of birds that did not be- 
long to this area, thus causing an abnormal 
abundance in this state and adjacent 
territory. If this assumption is correct the 
two years are not fairly comparable. 

The open season for RuSed Grouse this 
year found the birds wonderfully abun- 
dant, and they were kilted throughout the 
nortbem part of the state in great numbers. 
The long preceding close season had re- 
sulted in their being surprisingly tame in 
many places, and this made the slaughter- 
ing of them an easy matter. One hunter 
told me, with some embarrassment, that of 
twenty-five Grouse killed he had been 
forced to shoot all but three on the ground, 
as they would not take wing! It remains to 
be seen whether the present plan of 
alternating open and closed seasons will 
suffice to preserve this grand bird. 

Reports from alt over the state seem to 
indicate that the Prairie Chicken, or 
Pinnated Grouse, is decidedly on the 
increase. If so, it is a pity that it cannot 
be given a long period of protection in the 
hope that it might become reestablished 
again in numbers really worth while. 
Even in the southeastern part of the state, 
where Prairie Chickens have been practi- 
cally extinct for some years past, word has 
come of their presence in one or two 
localities under conditions indicating that 
they bred there last year and will probably 
breed the coming year. This is encourag- 
ing hut nothing short of the most rigid 
and continued protection can save a bird 
that is ^o easily kilted under modern 
hunting conditions. 

There have been no reports of winter 
visitant birds from this locality as yet. — 
Thomas S. Roberts, ZoSlogical Museum, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 
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Denver Region. — When the writer 
reviews his notes and impressions concern- 
ing bird-liie in this region durinK the last 
Iwo months, he feels as though he had 
played the lottery and had drawn a blank. 
With the exception of three slight snow- 
storms and a spell when the temperature 
stayed around eight above for a day or so, 
■here has been hereabouts an almost 
unbioken procession of sunny days. And 
this seemed to have meant no bird move- 
ment i the absence of snow in our neighbor- 
ing foot-hills, along the nearby creeks, and 
on the prairies leaves uncovered an 
abundant lood-supply for the birds. 
Consequently they have not been massed 
into restricted feeding areas to be found 
in the city and its parks. A large influx 
of Homed Larks is an invariable aftermath 
of a widespread and heavy snowstorm in 
this region; they are then to be seen feed- 
ing in the streets and park areas where 
many places have bare ground after the 
storm. After each of the storms since 
October 1 5 last, there has been a slight but 
temporary increase o( Juncos in Denver, 
mostly Pink'Sided, and Gray-headed, 
though Shufeldt's and Montana were also 
detected, and also a single Slate-colored 
(November 23). 

There have been rather more Great 
Northern Shrikes in and about Denver 
in the period now reported upon, taking 
toll of English Sparrows, and, alas, also 
of House Finches. A single Sparrow Hawk 
was seen near the State Capitol on Decem- 
ber 1, it being the only Hawk that the 
writer has noticed here for the past eight 
weeks. Usually by this time there are still 
a few American Rough-legs and a few 
Red-tails, and Swainson's, At this season 
one is justified in expecting to see Long- 
crested and Woodhouse Jays, and, too, 
large Hocks of PiDon Jays are to be noticed 
working their way eastward; up to the 
present writing not a single Jay of any 
sor^has been detected by the writer in 
this vicinity. While he suspects that the 
Tree Sparrow has been here some time, 
yet be believes that it is not present now 
in its accustomed numbers. If this region 
has no more snow or cold weather between 



this date and Christmas, the census for 
that day nil! make a meager list indeed. — 
W. H. Bekgtold, Denvrr, Colo. 

San Francisco Region. — Four summer 
residents of the San Francisco region were 
seen after the last report was sent in, 
namely the Allen Hummer on October 13, 
and the Western Flycatcher, Pileolaled 
Warbler, and Yellow Warbler on October 
16. An accidental occurrence of the Tolmie 
Warbler on November 26 is the second 
record for the state during the winter 
months. This Warbler was seen several 
times by a party of sii who were scouting 
for birds at the Claremont Country Club. 

Winter residents have been, perhaps, 
more abundant than usual during the early 
part of the winter. Continuous rain has 
softened the ground so that birds of all 
categories are provided with an abundance 
of food. The fruit of Toyon berries planted 
on the Berkeley hills has probably fur- 
nished an added attraction. Western 
Robins and Varied Thrushes were noted 
October 14 and Cedar Waxwings Novem- 
ber 15; Western Bluebirds have also been 
reported from different parts of the city 
and their calls are often heard as they fly 
over the hills in flocks of from six to 
twenty. Of the winter birds that come to 
my feeding table three are now banded. 
One of these, a Fox Sparrow, has returned 
for the second season; while two Golden- 
crowned Sparrows, banded last spring, 
are noted daily among the eight or ten 
regular boarders of this species. 

A flock of twenty - £ve Band - tailed 
Pigeons seen by Mr. H. S. Swarth is the 
most interesting record of transients noted 
during the period covered by this report.— 
.^UELiA S. Allen, Berkeley, Calif. 

Los AhC£Les Region, — The Alaska 
Hermit Thrush was a fortnight late in 
reaching our region, and up to date fewer 
individuals have been recorded than in 
former seasons, one or two only being 
seen on a day's walk where they have 
formerly been abundant. He made hi? 
first appearance about the i8th, as did also 
the Ruby-crowned Kinglet. On this date, 
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ftlso, many Warblers were noted passing 
through. The Pileolated, the Yellow, the 
Lutescent, the Black- throated Gray, and 
the Townsend, were recorded. Another 
Sight was noted on the 37th and :Sth in 
which Black-throated Grays predominated. 
October ir a Water Ouzel was seen in the 
Arroyo Seco. Thurber's Junco was first 
reported October 17. The 28lh, Parkman 
Wrens were reported passing through, and 
the first Robins, Western Bluebirds, and 
Cedar Waxwings arrived in Sycamore 
Grove Park. Bluebirds were fairly common 
in tbe large valleys all summer. The first 
Golden-crowned Sparrow record for the 
season was made on the above date, also 
White Pelicans flying southward. October 
31, Mountain Bluebirds were seen near 
Culver City, and in the same locality 
Meadowlarks were abundant. November 
2. the Black-throated Gray Warbler was 
noticed. This date was notable (or an 
extraordinary gathering of White-throated 
Swifts at Point Finnin. Their swift flight 
and kaleidoscopic changes of formation 
as they wheeled in lofty evolutions, their 
white throats illuminated by the level 
rays of thedescending sun, made a spectacle 
of wonder and great beauty, long to be 
remembered. Another group of people 
went down on the 5th and found them still 
there. No estimate of the numbers could 
well be made. November 9, a flock of 
25 to 30 Pipits was seen in a dry field near 
Silver Lake, where one lone bird gleaned 
along the margin of the water. Who can 
say why Pipits are solitary when on a shore 
and gregarious in fields? Six Western 
Gnatcatchers were also seen along the 
brushy border of the field. November 10, 
Mid on later dates, the Townsend Warbler 
was seen in Echo Park, where a number of 
them wintered last year. On this date a 
Gray-headed Junco was found in Eagle 
Rock Park with a large flock of Thurber's 
that annually winter there. It is, very 
probably, the same bird that was there 
last year, as it is of rare occurrence here. 
November 1 7, two Varied Thrushes were 
seen in Mocahuenga Cafion, and one of the 
Blue-fronted Jays that have been there 
throughout ihe year. November 37, a 



Common Loon was observed at the 
reservoir in Franklin Ca&on. November 
ig. Red-breasted Sapsuckers were observed 
at Eagle Rock and at Echo Park. At the 
latter place there was a Common Loon. 
Trips made to - San Diego and interior 
points November ao to 30, by two different 
parties showed Say's Phtcbe regularly 
distributed throughout the region. Homed 
Larks and Meadowlarks abundant. Hawks 
and Crows in large numbers. The Fer- 
ruginous Rough-leg has several times been 
noted. White Pelicans were at San Jacinto 
Lake. 

December 7, an afternoon of clearing 
weather following a lainy morning, a very 
large flock of Cedar Waxwings, estimated 
at several hundred, alighted on the wires 
over a Hollywood street, descending to 
drink from the puddles. 

The shore-bird migration increased in 
interest as the season advanced, several 
species that were poorly represented in 
Ihe earlier part of the season becoming 
abundant in November, Semi-palmated 
Plover, Red-backed Sandpipers, Long- 
billed Curlews, and Marbled Godwits were 
very numerous. One Black Turnstone 
was seen November i on a rocky point. 
Northern Phalaropes were again observed 
on November 9 on a slough near Wil- 
mington, estimated about thirty birds. 
November 17, three Red-throated Loons 
and very large flocks of Bonaparte and 
Heermann Gulls were observed. November 
u, near White's Point, five American 
Mergansers were noted and several While- 
winged and Surf Scoters, The beautiful 
Western Grebe is seen frequently upon the 
ocean and at Silver Lake. Among the 
rarer Ducks to visit this Lake were one 
male and three Female Buffleheads, The 
American Golden-eye was seen on Franklin 
Reservoir November 27, 

Twelve American Egrets have been 
about the Harbor district all the fall. 
They seem fearless and prosecute their 
search for food undisturbed by passing 
trolley cars and automobiles, December 
3 and 5, in ihe broad open valley some 
forty miles easi of Los Angeles, on freshly 
plowed fields, Mountain Plover were 
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found by the hundreds. In s< 
they were closely following the plow. 
While listed as common some years ago, 
they are of infrequent occurrence now. 
On December 9, Mrs. F. T. Bicknell 
and two other members of the local 
Audubon Society went out in an automo- 
bile to search for Mountain Plover on the 
plains to the south and west of the city, 
where they were seen last year. No Plover 
was found there, but a very large flock of 
Mountain Bluebirds was seen in a field 
which was being seeded, some hovering on 
the wing, others taking their insect food 
from the air or from the ground. The num- 
ber was estimated at from too to 100 birds. 
Pipits also were in the fields in equally 
targe numbers. In a weedy place were 



many Sparrows, including Western Chip- 
ping, Western Savanna, Western Lark, 
as well as the more common Gambel and 
Golden-crown. 

Entending their trip by way of San 
Pedro Harbor, where ten Egrets were seen, 
to Point Firmin and White's Point, they 
found White-throated Swifts (about 20a), 
a fiock of 32 Black Turnstones, about the 
same number of Killdeer, group after 
group of Sanderling (totaling, perhaps, 
»5o), Snowy Plover and Spotted Sand- 
pipers in small numbers. White- winged 
and Surf Scoters, and the dead bodies of 
a Shearwater and a Fulmar. In Inglewood 
Cemetery were gathered hundreds of Kill- 
deer scattered about in groups of 2$ to 50. 
Frances U. SrHNEiDF.E, Ici Anirles,CaUJ. 
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Birds or La Plata. By W. H. Hvdson, 
with 13 colored illustrations by H. 
Gronvolo. J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd. 
London &Dd Toronto. E. P. Dutton 
& Co., New York, igio. Ro>. 8vo. 
Two volumes. Vol. I. pp. iviii + 244, 
li ills. Vol. It. pp. xi + 140. 

Some thirty-two years ago, as the senior 
author of a work on Argentine birds,* 
Dr. P. L. Sclater introduced to the world 
an Argentine ornithologist who has since 
von an enviable reputation as a liter- 
ary naturalist. To this work the junior 
author contributed observations on the 
i.to-odd species of birds known to him, 
while Sctaier, in addition to supplying the 
scientific framework of the book (descrip- 
tions, synonymy, etc.), added notes on 
about an equal number from the recorded 
writings of other ornithologists, the whole 
making a complete treatise on the avifauna 
of the Argentine. 

Acting on the frankly expressed belief 
that the "only interest" the original work 
"still retains for the reader is the account of 
birds' habits contributed by me" Hudson 
has "thrown out" all the matter contrib- 
uted by Sdater leaving only his own 
observation on the birds of the La Plata 

Although the reference value of the 
book is thereby materially descteased, 
Hudson's share of the joint work con- 
stituted so large a part of it and contained 
so much original matter that it well 
deserves publication alone. Furthermore, 
the fact that the volumes of i8SS-Bq 
have long been out of print is an additional 
reason for making Hudson's admirable 
bird biographies accessible to a larger 
audience. 

The text of the original appears to have 
been practically unchanged, only such 
modifications having been made as the 
different character of thebook necessitated, 
or, in some few instances (e. g. Eskimo 

•ArftntiDt OrmtholDgy, 1 descriptive OUlofue 
□itbe birdi of Ihc ArncDtiu Republic; by P. L. 
ScUtcr. with oatn on their h.biu by W, H. Hud- 
■on. London. R. H. Porter. i»»S. 



Curlew; here called 'Eskimo Whirabrel') 
the changed status of the species de- 
manded. 

The two volumes are beautiful examples 
of book making, and Gron void's plates 
are artistically pleasing as well as omitho- 
logically illustrative. — F. M. C. 

Report op E. W. Nelson, Chief of 
Bureau of Biological Survey, for 
the year ending June 30, iQio, pp. 
1-36. 

From the first to the last paragr^ih 
this report is solid meat. No one can read 
it without being impressed by the wide 
scope of the Bureau's activities and the 
value of the service it is rendering. 

Man cannot depart far from a purely 
savage state without coming into conflict 
with other forms of life which share his 
environment, and .when be reaches that 
stage in his development which we are 
pleased to term civilization, his relations 
to organic nature have become so com- 
plicated that it is of supreme importance to 
his welfare to understand them. It is 
primarily the function of the Biological 
Survey to promote this end by investigat- 
ing our relations to other mammals and 
to birds, and, after having determined 
the economic status of a species, the Survey 
is entrusted with the task of protecting 
harmless and useful species and of destroy- ' 
ing noxious ones. 

A large part of the present report deals 
with these phases of the Survey's work, 
wherein it is clearly shown that during the 
past year millions of dollars have been 
saved stock-growers and agriculturists by 
the destruction of animals injurious to 
their interests. There is also a summary 
of the work of the Scientific Staff of the 
Survey, that court which gathers and 
weighs the evidence before deciding 
whether a species is beneficial and to be 
conserved, or injurious and to be con- 
demned. 

The Survey is further entrusted with 
the administration of the Migratory Bird 
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Law, Tlth the care of our seventy bird 
reservations, and with so many other 

responsibilities that it is difficult to under- 
stand why similar Bureaus have not been 
established in countries having economic 
problems essentially like our own.— F.M.C. 

CassiniA: a Biu> Ankdal. Proceedings 
of the Delaware Valley Ornithological 

Club, No. xxnr, 1919, pp. i-ss; 

s half-tones, ills., i chart. 
During the year 1919, the D. V. 0. C. 
held sixteen meetings with an average 
attendance of twenty-five members, or 



joint meeting of these two clubs. Doubtless 
Other common interests of both societies 
might be served by such reunions which 
could be held annually, and alternate 
between the two cities. Held in May, 
these meetings might lead to cooperation 
in the study of bird migration. 

In this issue of 'Cassinia,' Wm. L. 
Baily presents a review of the ornitho- 
logical achievements of the uncle after 
whom he was named, which makes it dear 
from whom the reviewer inherited his love 
of birds, and Samuel Scoville, Jr., con- 



Fliotagnpbed by A. D. McGre< 

Dcliwin Vallc]' t 

about 10 per cent of its resident member- 
ship. Just why the Philadelphia organiza- 
tion should have over 1 20 resident 
members on its roll, while the New York 
Society musters but seventy- odd, is a 
problem in ornithological sociology which 
might well form a subject of debate at a 
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nitholasiul Club 

tributes a lively account of a hunt in May, 
1919, in Centre County, Pennsylvania, 
for nests of the Pileated Woodpecker. 
Several were found and the photograph 
of one oi these fine birds at the entrance 
to its home, which is here reproduced, 
was secured by A. D. McGrew. 
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The usual yearly report on the spring 
migration, local bird-notes, an abstract 
of the proceedings of the club at its sixteen 
meetings, club notes, a bibliography, and 
list of members conclude this well-edited 
publication.— F. M. C. 

Abstract [No. 31] of the Proceedings 

OF Tfi£ LtNH£AN SOCIETY OF NeW 

York. For the year ending March q. 



1920, f 



1-39. 



During the year covered by this Ab- 
stract, the Linnzan Society has held 
nineteen meetings with an average atten- 
dance of eleven members, or about 14 
per cent of its resident membership. 
With the exception of several addresses, 
the matter presented before these meetings 
relates to local bird-life, and Ihe data here 
printed doubtless will in time be incor- 
porated in a list of the birds of the New 
York region which it is announced (p. 5) 
will be prepared by a committee of the 

Pages 18-30 are devoted to 'A Revision 
of the Seaside Sparrows,' by Ludlow 
Griscom and J. T. Nichols, whose intensive 
stifdies of this group, indoors and out, 
have resulted in the description 6f two new 
races {Passerherbulus marilimas howelli. 
Alabama, and P. m. juncicola, northwest 
Florida) and more definite knowledge of 
the range and relations of those which 
were previously known. 



It is announced that this annual 'Ab- 
stract' will be succeeded by a 'Proceedings' 
issued as occasion requires. Pages 1-8 of 
the Proceedings, indeed, appeared July 
IS. 1920. We note that it bears the serial 
volume number of the Abstract and is 
consequently Volume XXXIII. It is 
devoted to descriptions of reptiles and 
amphibians, from the West Indies, in the 
American Museum. May we venture to 
suggest that this material should have 
appeared in an American Museum publica- 
tion, while the funds of the Linniean 
Society might be employed more advan- 
tageously in the publication of matter 
relating to the fauna in which most of its 
members are interested. — F. M. C. 
Fauiliak Studies of Wild Birds Their 

Haunts and Habits. By F. N. 

Whitman, with many photographs 

by the author. Boston, Richard G. 

Badger. 8vo. pp. 1-S5 ; numerous 

halt-lones. 
Over seventy beautifully reproduced 
photographs bear witness to Mr. Whit- 
man's skill as a photographer, while the 
accompanying text bespeaks his keen 
sympathy with birds. In addition to 
pictures illustrating the home-life of birds, 
there are several of rather unusual 
character, notably one of a Bronzed 
Crackle In Sight, and spirited portraits of 
the Brown Thrasher, Catbird, and Magpie. 
— F. M. C. 
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The e:(hibit of paintings^ and photo- 
graphs of birds which, thanks^lo the local 
committee of arrangements, was held in 
conjunction with the annual Congress of 
the American Ornithologists' Union, which 
convened in Washington November last, 
aroused so much interest Ihat we hope 
future congresses may be made the 
occasion for similar exhibitions. They 
serve not only to introduce artists lo the 
public, but personally, or through the 
medium of iheir work, they introduce 
artists to one another. Furthermore, they 
have a distinct value which should react 
favorably on the study of birds and 
incidentally on the A. O. U. itself. Phila- 
delphia Committee please take notice! 

Unfortunately the distance between the 
Congressional Library, where the pictures 
were placed, and the National Museum, 
where the A. O. U. was in session, was 
great enough to prevent many, the writer 
included, from retiirning to the exhibition 
after the opening night. At the best, one 
visit would not have warranted anything 
like a critical review of the work of the 
fifty or more artists and photographers 
shown, while the crowd on A. 0. U. night 
prevented one from making a satisfactory 
examination of the many subjects dis- 
played. We brought away, therefore, only 
impressions of an enthusiastic and appre- 
ciative audience and of a surprising lot of 
good bird portraits, including numbers by 
artists practically unknown in the ornitho- 
logical world. 
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Most of the artists represented, however, 
are primarily painters of birds, the larger 
part of whose work has appeared as 
illustrations in ornithological publications, 
where, with identification as the chief end 
in view, the figures have been made as 
large and as detailed as possible. It was, 
therefore, doubtless to be expected that 
paintings of this nature would form the 
larger part of the exhibition; and the 
number and excellence of those shown is 
an assurance that we shall not lack for 
ornithological illustrators. 

On the other hand, paintings which 
satisfactorily depicted the birds' haunts 
as well as the bird were few in number, and 
an artist without an interest in birds would 
doubtless have examined the collection 
with controlled enthusiasm. The need for 
bird portraits will exist as long as there are 
books and articles on birds to illustrate, 
but beyond and above this field there is 
another and even larger one occupied in the 
Old World by such men as Thorbum, Lodge, 
and Liljefors, a study of whose works 
we commend to Americanb bird artists. 

To one who recalls the very beginning of 
bird photography, and who remembers 
the first photographs of living birds shown 
before an A. O. U, Congress (secured with 
much difficulty by a committee appointed 
at the preceding Congress), the exhibit of 
bird photographs was astounding evidence 
of the part the camera has come to play 
in bird-study during the past twenty-five 
years. Nor could this exhibit adequately 
mark the advance which has been made 
since the motion- picture camera has been 
added to the bird- photographer's outfit. 

This type of bird photography was, 
however, duly represented at the regular 
meetings of the Congress where Major 
.Mian Brooks showed motion pictures of a 
surprising number of wild Trumpeter 
Swans, Norman McClintock, intimate 
studies of Egrets. White Ibises, Least 
Bitterns and Gallinules on the reservation 
of the National Association of Audubon 
Societies on Orange Lake, Florida, and 
Robert Cushman Murphy exhibited films 
depicting the bird-life of the guano is- 
lands oft the Peruvian coast. 
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SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

BdltM by A, A. AU.BN, Ph.D. 
AMitm an commiiiiicationi iditiTS to tba work al tU* 
dwutmeu to tha Editw. Conel) UoIvaitftT, lUuwih N. Y. 

A BIRD IN THE SCHOOLROOM 

Readers of Bird-Lore and bird-lovers in general are always much more 
interested in wild free birds than they are in captive specimens, and naturally 
so. A bird in a cage, unless it be a Canary or some semi-domesticated species, 
is not happy, is not itself, and spends most of its time in an effort to escape. 
Even if it eventually becomes contented, observations made on its habits in 
c^tivity do not make the appeal that would the same observations if made in 
the field. The tendency, therefore,when a wild bird comes into one's possession, 
in one way or another, is to release it immediately without any attempt to 
learn from it. This is highly commendable unless one has a satisfactory place 
to confine it, but because of this feeling many a splendid opportunity has slipped 
through the fingers of teachers who would like to interest their children in the 
study of birds. For the captive bird offers opprrtunities for observation quite 
different but quite as valuable as those of the bird in the open. The wonderful 
adaptation of the bird to the life which it is designed to lead can scarcely be 
appreciated until it is observed at close range and even handled. In no better 
way can the parts of the bird and the arrangement of the feathers be learned 
and the lessons be given which lead to careful and accurate observation in the 
field. 

Objection is sometimes raised to the keeping of a bird in the schoolroom on 
the grounds that it will distract the attention of the children from their lessons, 
but those who have tried it tell us that it works the other way. It often proves 
the best source of discipline for unruly children who can be bribed to pay atten- 
tion to their studies in no better way than by being told that they will be allowed 
to watch the bird for a few minutes when the lesson is completed. The chief 
objection comes from the lack of a suitable place in which to keep the bird, 
but this is easily overcome when the schoolroom has what it ought to have, a 
'terrarium,' a cage in which any sort of animal or plant may tie kept. The 
ordinary bird-cage is not satisfactory because the large spaces between the 
bars permit the bird to get its bUl and usually part of its head through and 
encourage it to try to escape. Thus it wears the feathers from the base of its 
bill and frays the feathers of its wings and tail and becomes a distressing sight, 
in addition to beii^ a continual distraction to the children. The terrarium, on 
the other hand, which is a cage made of fly-screening, does not permit the bird 
to injure itself and discourages the bird at the outset from trying_to escape. 
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THE BEST PLACE TO KEEP A BIRD IN THE SCHOOLROOH— A 'TEKRARIUU. 

THE TERRARIUH CAN BE PUT TO A GREAT VARIETY OF OTHER USES 

(Courtny of iKc CorneU Rnnl School Laflttl 

Anything from a Hummingbird to a hen can be kept in it to advantage, and, 
at other times, it can be put to a great variety of uses. Anyone can build a 
teirarium, for if he has no skill whatsoever as a carpenter, he can purchase 
five adjustable window-screens and nail or hook four of them together for the 
aides and use one for the cover. The best type of terrarium, however, will have 
a strong frame covered with screening, a hinged top, and one side covered with 
glass through which one can watch more easily. A shallow metal tray or pan 
will form the bottom which will hold sand or soil. Such a terrarium will prove 
one of the most valuable pieces of equipment m the school. 
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These paragraphs, however, are not intended for a discourse on terraria, 
but on what may be learned from a captive bird. One need not wail for some 
wild bird to be brought into the school before giving a lesson, for a Canary or 
a domestic hen will serve the purpose equally well and can, therefore, be fitted 
in during the winter months when other opportunities for bird-work are scarce. 
—A. A. A. 

THE BIRD AS A PLYINQ-MACHINE 

With Pbolognphs by the Author 

There can be no doubt that one of the most wonderful cases of ad^tation 
to be found in all nature is that of the flying bird. The modifications which 
the entire structure of the bird has undergone in its development from the 
ancient lowly reptile have been controlled primarily by the requisites of an 
efficient flying-machine. Other needs have been sacrificed or made subservient 
to the requirements of flight, so that today, except for degenerate forms, the 
bird stands as the ideal heavier-than-air flight mechanism. It is little wonder 
that man, in his endeavor to learn to fly, went to the bird and tried to invent 
wings that would lift him from the ground. But wings, alone, do not make the 
bird nor account for its ability to defy the action of gravity. A man with wings 
is no more a bird and capable of flight than is a hat because it has feathers. 
It is not alone the fact that birds have wings that makes them capable of flight 
but it is the hundreds of little and big adaptations of their bodies, their legs, 
their tails, their heads, their very bones that lift them from the ground and 
drive them successfully through the air. It was not until these principles 
were thoroughly understood and applied that a real successful aeroplane was 
invented. 

One cannot, of course, study the mechanism of flight with a captive bird in 
a terrarium or hope to explain in detail to children all the principles involved, 
but if one bears in mind a few of the principles that governed Mother Nature 
in moulding the bird so that it could fly, it will make the study of the structure 
of a bird fascinating rather than dry and uninteresting. When one visits a 
museum or a latge aviary where birds from all parts of the world are assembled 
together, one is at first led to believe by their various sizes and shapes that they 
have little in common except wings and feathers. But when one examines them 
at all critically, he discovers that the apparent diversity of form is quite 
superficial, and that down underneath they are all fundamentally alike. Their 
different methods of securing food have given rise to different bills and feet, 
which we may consider at another time, but aside from these conspicuous parts, 
their structure is very similar. Let us see, therefore, what are the main re- 
quirements of an aeroplane and how these are met by the bird. 

I. Lightness: Above all else, a flying-machine must be light. The materials 
used must be as light as compatable with strength and there must be no 
unnecessary materials or parts. So, in a bird, we find, developed from the crude 
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reptilian cales, tho e tructures called feathers, which are as delicate as they 
are beautiful, but which, withal, are the strongest structures for their weight 
known. We cannot lake space here for a discussion of their wonderful variety 
of form and color; we can merely call attention to their lightness, their strength, 
their durability, the beautifully accurate way in which they grow on the bird's 
wings and body, so that each one has a particular place and a particular manner 
in which to lay; overlapping certain other feathers and in turn being over- 
lapped, producing the intricate color patterns of some birds and yet at all times, 
giving the greatest protection to the bird and involving no urmecessary weight. 



We cannot take space to discuss the arrangement of the flight quills which give 
the greatest possible resistance to the air on the downward stroke of the wing 
and the least resistance on the upward or non-effective stroke. We can merely 
suggest running one's fingers or a pencil through the flight quills of a fowl to 
show how easily it passes one way and with what resistance the other. 

But there are other ways in which a bird is made Ught. Let some child 
bring to school the cleaned bones from a fowl that has served its purpose at 
Sunday dinner, not one of the bones, but all of them, for there are many lessons 
to be learned from them. One of the things that impresses us first is their 
unusual lightness. If we break one of them we see the reason: the marrow that 
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fills the bones of mammals is absent, ihe bones are hollow, and their walls, 
moreover, are thin. Hereisanothergreat saving in weight. They are, likewise, 
connected by air-sacs with the lungs and filled with air. These air-sacs fill 
every available space within the body of the bird that is not occupied by some 
organ and when they are all filled with air the bird becomes much lighter for its 



Examine a bird's mouth and one finds not the slightest vestige of a tooth. 
The first birds had them but they all disappeared ages ago because they were 
heavy and required heavy jaws to support them and heavy muscles to manipu- 
late them. A real, efficient flying bird could not have all this extra weight, so 
Mother Nature devised another method of grinding the bird's food and today 
it is done in the stomach, which is called the gizzard, and the bird's head 
weighs but little. 

The first bird; likewise, had a long lizard-like tail with feathers along the 
sides but this, too, was heavy and so gradually it became shortened until today 
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all of tlie feathers are borne on one bone and the skeleton of the tail is very short. 
And so we might go on considering each and every part of the bird and we would 
discover how it has been made as hght as its required strength would permit. 

2. Stkength: If lightness were the only requirement of the fiying-machine, 
it would be a simple matter to construct one, but, unfortunately, great strength 
is likewise required, and it is the combination of the two that is so difficult to 
achieve. The framework of the machine must be extremely strong to withstand 
the tremendous strains, and so we find, with the bird, that its framework or 
skeleton is the most rigid of all animal's. Bones fuse together to get greater 
strength and are reinforced by the development of new bones from mere bumps 
or processes to act as props. One cannot fully understand the many beautiful 
ways in which the bird's skeleton is strengthened unless he has some knowledge 
of the skeletons of other animals with which to compare it, and so here we can 



merely call attention to the rigidity of the bird's backbone and pelvis, the box- 
like form of the thorax with the ribs firmly fastened both to the backbone and 
to the breast bone, and further strengthened by overlapping processes. The 
familiar 'wishbone' is nothing more nor less than the two collar-bones fused 
together to give greater strength to the attachment of the wings, and so on. 

If one examines the breast-bone of a bird, he discovers that it is not flat as 
in man, but has a relatively enormous ridge down the middle for the attach- 
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ment of muscles, the familiar breast muscles or white meat of the fowl. These 
are the powerful muscles that manipulate the wings, relatively hundreds of 
times more powerful than the similar muscles in man. 

3. CouPACTNESs: A third requisite of a flying-machine is compactness, 
the heavier parts must all he close to the center of gravity. There must be no 



great weight on the wings or the tail or it will not be steady. This is most 
strikingly accomplished in the bird. We have already spoken of the shortening 
of the tail, the loss of teeth and heavy parts of the head, and the location of the 
flight muscles on the breast-bone instead of on the wings. These are all adapta- 
tions, not only to make the bird lighter, but also to bring the weight dose to the 
center of gravity. What is true of the wings is likewise true of the legs. Birds 
do not have fat calves. Most of the muscles are on the upper leg close to the 
body, and, when necessary, they are prolonged to the tips of the toes as very 
hght tendons, just as is done in the wings. Tht body itself is short and deep 
for the same reason of bringing the heavy liver, gizzard, and intestines as close 
to the center of gravity as possible. 

4. Power: A fourth requisite of a machine that will fly is power. Until 
gasoline was discovered and the gasoline engine, flight was impossible because 
the known engines and fuels were all too heavy. Great advance has been made 
m recentyears in improving the engines, making them lighter and more powerful 
for the amount of fuel used, but still the great problem and the greatest draw- 
back to long-continued flights is the weight of the fuel. An aeroplane can carry 
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sufficient gasoline to drive it only a relatively few hundred miles before it has to 
descend. But what of the birds? Think of the Golden Plover that starts on a 
non-stop trip from Nova Scotia to northern South America or from Alaska to 
the Hawaiian Islands, distances of over 2,500 miles, with only the fat stored up 
on their bodies to serve as fuel. Surely gasoUne is not the last word in fuel for 
aeroplanes. 

If one watches the captive bird closely, he can see the feathers of its breast 
and elsewhere pulsating in accord with the throbbing of the heart. If one counts 
the pulsations, he will learn how rapidly the heart of a bird beats compared with 
that of man, and that means how much more rapidly all of its processes work. 
The bird's temperature is normally nearly ten degrees higher than that of man, 
and that means that its tissues are burned up and replaced much more rapidly. 



A DUCK HAWK PURSUING A SWALLOW, ILLUSTRATING WITH BOTH BIRDS THE 

MODERATELVLONG, POINTED WINGS BEST ADAPTED FOR SPEED OF LONG DURATION. 

PhotofnplKd by H. H. Knight 

and it means that energy in the form of muscular power is liberated much more 
n4)idly. What a strange misshapen creature man would be if he had relatively 
the muscular power of a bird. 

And so in these four respects, in their modifications for lightness, strength, 
compactness, and power, birds are all much alike in spite of their many apparent 
differences. But birds do not all fly alike or in equal amounts, nor are their 
modifications all carried to the same extreme. As is well known, some birds, like 
the Ostrich, the Penguins, and certain birds of New Zealand have lost entirely 
the power of flight; and birds like the domestic fowl are far inferior to the Hawk 
or the Eagle. It is interesting to note the difEerences in the flight of different 
groups of birds and to try to find differences in the structure of the birds or the 
shapes of their wings correlated with the differences. Thus, if we consider the 
wings of a Bluebird or a Crow as of normal or average proportions and their 
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method of Bight by continuous beating of the wings, that norma! to most birds, 
we find four general modifications correlated with specialized methods of flying. 
The first of these is that found among terrestrial birds like the domestic fowl, or 
the Ruffed Grouse that seldom fly except to escape their enemies when it is 
necessary that they should be able to rise quickly and fly very rapidly for short 
distances. They ordinarily do not fly very far. The type of wing developed 
among this classof birds isonethatismuch shorter than theaverage and rounder, 
and it is moved much more rapidly. It would be a distinct disadvantage for a 
bird that has to fly long distances to have this type of wing as it would soon 
tire, but it is approximated in many of the Flycatchers and Hawks, like the 
Sharp-shinned and Cooper's, that ordinarily lie in wait for their prey and dart 
out after it. With this type of wing they are able to develop full speed almost 
immediately. The wings of Rails are likewise of this type though, because of 
lack of use, their breast muscles have been reduced and their flight is weak. 

The second type is very different being a large, broad, rounded wing, such 
as is found in the Eagles, Buzzards, and larger Hawks. It is adapted for soaring, 
and birds having this type of wing can maintain themselves in the air sometimes 
for hours without flapping their wings, merely by taking advantage of the up- 
ward currents of air and adjusting their wings accordingly. A third type of wing 
found among birds, that likewise enables them to take advantage of the air- 
currents, is the long, narrow wing, found best developed among the Altiatrosscs 
but also among the Gulls and Terns and other sea-birds that are on the wing a 
laige part of the time. Among the Hawks, the Marsh Hawk and the Fish Hawk 
have longer and narrower wings than the others and they seldom soar and never 
lie in wait for their prey but spend their time sailing back and forth over the 
water or over the fields, for the long, narrow wing is best adapted for what may 
be called gliding. The fourth tj'pe is that of the pointed wing, usually broad at 
the base and moderately long. This wingis best adaptedfor speed of longduration 
and is that found among the Swallows and among the Falcons, birds that pursue 
their prey on the wing and strike it at full speed. They need to have full control 
of their flight at all times and to develop great speed, and the moderately long, 
pointed wing seems best adapted for this. Thus one might go on analyzing the 
differences among the wings of birds and perhaps find a reason for even the 
minor differences that are known to occur, but the differences that have been 
mentioned will suffice to make the wing of the bird in the schoolroom have some 
meaning and perhaps start some child delving for the reasons for that which he 
sees.— A. A. A. 

QUESTIONS 

I. What is the best way to keep a bird in the schoolroom? 
I. Why is the ordinary bird-cage unsatisfactory? 

3. What is meant by a 'terrarjum'? Describe one. 

4. What are four requisites of a flying- machine? 

5. Name ten ways in which the weight of a bird is reduced. 
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6. Why do birds not have leeth? 

7. Where is the bird's food ground up and why? 

8. What is meant by the 'center of gravity'? 

g. Describe bve ways in which the weight of a bird is brought close to the center of 
gravity. 

10. What is the framework of a bird called and how is it made strong? 

1 1. In what form is energy stored up on the bird's body? 

1 2. Why are birds able to f9y long distances without stopping? 

13. How far do some of them fly? 

14. Do all birds fly alike? 

IS- Describe four different types of birds' wings and enplain the kind of flight for which 
each is adapted. 



FOR OR FROM YOUNG OBSERVERS 

BIRD-STUDY AT HOME 

Many people are discouraged in starting a bird-list because it seems such an 
undertaking. They have to walk two or three miles and then only see a few 
birds, but if you keep your eyes open and use your ears you need not go out of 
your own yard to see such birds as will start you well on your list. My yard is 
such a yard as you woidd find in the residence section quite near the heart of 
any large city. It is about 50 feet long by 25 feet wide. It is surrounded by a 
cherry, an elm and plum trees, together with a climip of large lilac bushes on 
one side, a poplar tree, lilac bushes and a flowering quince and shrubbery on 
the other. I try to protect the birds from their enemies and I have two baths to 
which have come Robins, English and Song Sparrows, Flickers, and Gold- 
finches. 1 also have four feeding-devices which have been [>atronized by Robins, 
Slate-colored Juncos, House Wrens, Ruby-crowned Kinglets, English, Song, 
Chipping, White- throated, and White-crowned Sparrows. 

I had many interesting eiqjeriences in observing some of the birds. In the 
morning of May 18 1 saw a Brown Creeper on a telegraph pole in another yard 
and went nearer to be siu'e of its identification. Coming back I scared up an 
Oven-bird. When I came home from school it was raining but that did not 
prevent me from seeing a Black-throated Blue Warbler, House Wren, and Wood 
Thrush. In the afternoon it stopped raining and I saw four Canada Geese. I 
had an interesting time with a Nashville Warbler in the quince bush. He would 
always keep on the other side from me and it was rather hard to identify him. 
When I saw some Pine Siskins eating the dandelion seeds I ran back for my 
camera, but while I was adjusting it they flew away. When I was dressing one 
mommg I heard a Wood Pewee and looking out of the window found him 
perched on a telegraph wire. 

Forty different kinds of birds were seen in the garden between March and 
August. — Richard M. Chase (age iz years), Rochester, N. 7. 

[This is an encelient record ior a city garden. Who can do better?]— A. A. A. 
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Not having see any notes in Bibd-Lobe from Mississippi I thought some 
of BiSD-LoKE readers would like to know of my experience in bird-study. 

I have had good success with feeding-boards and bird-baths. The Cardinals, 
Bob-Whites, and White-throated Sparrows were numerous though the latter 
only during the winter, going north when spring came. 

During the nesting season I foimd many bird-nests. They are as follows: 
lo Mockingbird's, 6 Blue Jay's, 8 Purple Martin's, 6 Brown Thrasher's, 2 
Cardinal's, i Towhee's, i Orchard Oriole's, 2 Bob-White's, 2 Nighthawk's, 4 
Loggerhead Shrike's, a Red-headed Woodpecker's, i Brown-headed Nuthatch's, 
I Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher's, i Mourning Dove's, i Meadowlark's, and i 
Chimney Swift's. 

The Mourning Dove's nest was built on the groimd and when the eggs 
hatched the ants ate the young. Both Cardinal's nests contained but three eggs 
while last year there were four eggs in all the Cardinal's nests I found. There 
were twenty eggs in one of the Bob- White's nests and fifteen in the other. 

Some of the above nests we photographed, one of which contained a Cow- 
bird's egg. When the figs got ripe I put some on my feeding-boards and the 
Mockingbird ate them. 

I am the editor of a bird-study column in the county newspaper which is 
published once a week. I was the president of a Junior Audubon Bird Club 
last year and hope to establish one this year. 

One of my friends and I have made a bird sanctuary of about ten acres. 
We have five feeding-boards, many bird-houses, one bird-bath, and right 
through the center of the woods is a small stream. I have made five more bird- 
houses ahready for ne»t year. — Leonard Daniel Hardy (age, 13 years). 
Gulf port, Miss. 

[BiBD-LosE readers will congratulate Leonard Hardy upon hi? activity and success 
in discovering birds' nests and will quite envy him his opportunities for watching them. 
Ants constitute a focm of bird enemy that our noiihem birds are seldom troubled with. 
Will some of our other southern friends tell us their experiences. — A. A. A.] 

A BLUB JAY STORY 

Nellie Small and her mother were spendii^ the winter in Colorado and while 
there Nellie made the acquamtance of 'Sanmiy', the Blue Jay. 

Sammy is generally considered a naughty bird but NeUie grew to like him 
very much before she had known him long. He proved by his actions that he 
could be a gallant fellow and a friend to the weaker and more timid members of 
his band. 

NeUie and her mother hved near the mountains in a cabin which was 
surrounded by large pine trees and at a short distance flowed a dear mountain 
stream. 
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Every momiiig Nellie went to the little stream for a pail of water. At first 
Sammy and his companions, who spent a great deal of their time in the tree 
tops above the brook, kept very quiet when she appeared, watching her care- 
fully. Enowing Jays to be curious she placed a small dish of combread, 
broken in pieces, on the fence some distance from the house. 

It was not long before Sammy dew down to investigate. His squawk to the 
others was answered and a half dozen Jays were soon enjoying a fine breakfast. 
Several mornings of such feeding convinced the birds that she was their friend 
and soon her appearance was greeted by a chorus of squawks from the tops of 
the trees. 

As she passed along the trail to the brook the birds flew from tree to tree, 
calling down to her not to forget that combread. If, on entering the cabin she 
did not immediately reappear, Sammy, larger and bolder than his friends, would 
fly to the ground where he could be seen from the window. Stalking back and 
forth he would cast anxious glances toward the door, his bravery seconded from 
the tree top. His friends could 'root' for bjm if they couldn't help him. 

When Nelhe came out he would Sy to a safe distance among the branches 
above until she returned to the bouse. Then, darting down several times, he 
would carry pieces of bread to the timid ones in the tree. He must have por- 
tioned out the bread, for the other birds rarely came so near the house. 

As the days grew colder and the snow deeper, they were driven by himger 
to come nearer and soon learned the exact spot on the fence where she kept their 
dish. To avoid going out so early in the morning she would fill the dish late the 
evening before, then, jumping out of bed as soon as she awakened, would 
watch them from the window. Each bird would shovel away the snow with his 
bill, seize a piece of bread, and fly to the tree where he ate it at his leisure. 

Nellie grew very fond of Sammy, who seemed to be the captain of this Blue 
Jay company, and tried various ways of enticing him nearer the house. One 
day, when she knew the Jays were aloft, she went to the fence in front of the 
house, much nearer than where she had been in the habit of placing the food. 
Placing several bits of bread on the gate-post she ran into the house and waited 
for Sammy to appear. 

Soon he began flying about overhead, darting and squawking, afraid to 
venture so near. Finally, almost on the wing, he siezed a piece. Having settled 
his plumage after such a daring act, he flew down again, less cautiously, and 
took another piece. After a few days he would often perch on the post and send 
friendly glances toward the window. 

By this time Nellie believed that he knew she was his friend, but she wanted 
to try him still further. She scattered some grains of com, nice, large, yellow 
grains, from the fence to the porch. 

Sammy watched her from a safe distance. He was 'game' but very much 
frightened. He flew down and ate the first few grains, looked cautiously about, 
crept nearer, flattened his tx^wot, apnaii his wings and fairly amwled to the 
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step to secure the last grain. Then with an air of bravery wiiich was funny to 
see he flew to the fence, settled his plumage and jeered at the timid ones in the 
tree. 

From that time NeUie placed his bread on the porch railing. For a day or 
two he was afraid to venture so near, as the rail was just below the window, 
then began to come very early in the morning, gobbled the crumbs and fled. 

One evening Nellie forgot her pet until morning. During the night about two 
inches of snow had fallen. When she looked out and thought of Sammy she 
decided to wait and see what he would do. Soon he flew down and began tossing 
away the snow with his bill. Faster and faster he flirted but no crumbs 
appeared. When the bare railing showed and Sammy knew that he was forgot- 
ten, he was angry. He began to scold. The more he scolded the more 
angry he became. He fairly quivered as he sat and squawked, 

Nellie laughed but resolved that he should soon have his breakfast. 

Nellie thought Sammy a very wise bird, don't you? — Esther L. Rosen- 
BERGER, San Carlos, Ariz. 

[Nellie's experience in enticing the timid Blue Jays lo the window shows how even 
the wariest birds will finally respond to kindness and lose a large measure of their fear. — 
A. A. A.) 

A ROBIN'S NEST AND FAMILY 
This Robin's nest, we observed, was in the fork of a white oak tree about 
40 feet from the groimd and was made of grass and mud. We began our observa- 
tions when the young were about six or seven days old, on August 3, and kept 
a one-hour's feeding record for three days. The first day, August 3, they were 
fed eight times in the hour that we watched, the male feeding five times and the 
female three. Owing to the extreme height of the nest we were never able to see 
very well the kind of food but the few times that we did see, it was usually 
grubs. On August 5, when the young were eight days old, we made our next 
observation. This time, also, they were fed eight times in the hour, only the 
male and female each fed an equal number of times. On August 6, we made our 
last observation. Only seven feedings were made, five by the male and two by the 
female. Feedings usually lasted about one or one and a half minutes and often 
came immediately following each other but sometimes five or even ten minutes 
elapsed between feedings. In chiUy weather one would feed and then remain on 
the nest imtil the other came in order to keep the youi^ birds warm. Only once 
did we see any nest-cleaning, then the female went to the nest to feed and then 
went away with some small white thing in her bill. We did not see her drop it. 
Perhaps nest-cleaning was done later in the day. Two days later the yoimg had 
flown and we were denied the especial pleasure of seeing them leave the nest. — 
Cornelia Uozier (age, 15 years). 

[This b the way to become really familiar with a bird by watching it at its nest and 
making careful nolee of all that transpires. — A, A. A.j 
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BROWN CREEPER 

By T. OtLBBRT PIAR80N 

ClK JCtatfomd association o( Aabttbon ;kcfetfts 

IDUCATIONAL. LBAPLET NO. 104 

Few biids are more modest and retiring in their habits than the Brown 
Creeper. Its life is passed creeping about the trunks of trees, and when alarmed 
by the approach of an intruder will often remain stationary and thus avoid 
detection. Its notes are few and the song of the male so low that it is rarely 
heard. The bird is altogether so difficult to see and to hear, and blends so 
perfectly with its wild surroundings, that even a trained observer will often 
pass near one without learning of its presence. 

The Brown Creeper is from 5 to 5H inches long. Nearly one-half of this 
length is taken up by the long tail which is stiff and bristly at the end, not unlike 
the tail of a Woodpecker. The bill is about K inch in length, slender, rounded, 
and slightly curved. It serves the bird well, for it is of the greatest use in explor- 
mg the small, deep crevices of the bark in quest of food. In color the Creeper 
is brown above and streaked lengthwise with white. Two wide whitish bars 
cross each wing. The rump is light rusty red. Beneath, from bill to tail, the 
bird is white. The brown-streaked back of a Creeper, clinging motionless to the 
bark of a forest tree, presents a mark not easily seen by one who is unaware that 
a bird is hiding there in open view. 

In the greater part of its range in the United States, people see this little 
tree, mouse-like, bird only during the colder portions of the year, for its summer 
home is farther north. It is often found in companies of three or four — family 
groups, possibly — and very frequently associated with a band of Chickadees, 
Nuthatches, and Downy Woodpeckers. 

In feeding, the Brown Creeper climbs along the bark of trees by means of 
little jumps or hitches. Generally it begins about 2 feet from the ground, and, as 
it moves upward, it examines critically the cracks and crevices of the rough bark. 
Usually it also moves slightly sidewise, so that by the time it is among the limbs, 
often ao feet or more from the ground, it has circled the tree two or three times. 
Rarely it will creep along some large limb, but more generally, when reaching 
the region of the tree trunk from which the limbs grow, it will fly to another 
tree close by. Alighting near the base, it again begins its upward climb. 

While the bird is well known to be an eater of insects and their eggs and 
larve, but little has been learned regarding just what insect food it most pre- 
fers. It is known, however, to eat ants, sawflies, spiders, and, to some extent, 
the seeds of the scrub pine. 

Its usual cry is a fine chip or screep, the sound of which has often been likened 
to the call-notes of the Golden-crowned Kinglet. Its song has been heard in 
the spring and summer by some naturalists who have penetrated the forests 
(6*) 
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to its nesting-haunts. Forbuah describes this as "a sweet, wild, indescribable 
song." Wniiam Brewester, who studied the bird much in the nesting-season, 
has left on record his impressions of its singing. In a bulletin of the fJuttall 
Ornithological Club, published in 1879, he wrote: "Though one of the sweetest 
that ever rises in the thickets of the northern forests, it is never a very conspicu- 
ous song. This is due to the fact that the song is short and by no means power- 
ful, but its tones are so exquisitely pure and tender that I have never htaid it 
without a desire to linger in the vicinity imtil it has been many times repeated. 
It consists of a bar of four notes, the first of moderate pitch, the second lower 
and less emphatic, the third rising again, and the last abruptly falling, but dy- 
ing away in an indescribable plaintive cadence like the soft sigh of the wiid 
among the pine boughs. I can compare it to no other bird-voice that I have 
ever heard." 

The nest of the Brown Creeper is made of sticks, strips of bark, cobwebs, 
plant down, and other materials. It is sometimes placed in hollow trees, but 
much more often the birds bide it between a strip of loose bark and the body 
of the tree or stump to which it still dings. 

In the Auk magazine for April, 1905, ap[>ears this interesting account of a 
search made by Frederic H. Kennard for a Creeper's nest in Massachusetts: 

"On May 12, 1904, at about dusk, while Mr. Kennard was in the top of a 
red maple on the edge of a swamp in Canton, inspecting a Hairy Woodpecker's 
nest, he heard the call-notes of a pair of Brown Creepers as they flitted through 
the woods behind him. He did not see the birds, much less follow them, but 
only was able to note the direction in which they apparently flew. 

"Two days later, however, on May 14, after finding one nest in a swamp 
2 miles away, we determined to have a look for this pair, which we guessed 
were probably breeding in a certain cedar swamp. The quest seemed nearly 
hopeless, but we had an afternoon to spare, and waded in accordingly. 

"The water was deep, the trees were thick, and the swamp particularly dark, 
as it was cloudy, while the leaves that were then bursting forth added very 
materially to our difficulties. However, after an hour, we at last thought we 
heard one of the call-notes of the Creeper, a note that closely resembles that 
soft call which Chickadees often utter when feeding and which differs somewhat 
from the Creeper's ordinary Kinglet-Uke call. After considerable search we 
finally discovered the Creeper, and the discovery seemed to be mutual, for he 
allowed us to light our pipes and sit down and watch him for about fifteen 
minutes, during which he never stirred until, apparently making up his mind 
that we were harmless, he moved on. The trees and bushes were so thick, and 
his movements so rapid, that it was impossible to keep an eye on him all the 
time, and we often liad to content ourselves with merely a general idea of liis 
whereabouts. When all at once we realized that two birds had come upran the 
scene, our diflSculties were doubled, each of us trying to watch one bird, and 
often finding that we were watching the other's, particularly after the male had 
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mixed things up by feeding the female, which he did at intervals. However, 
one of them finally flew to a hard pine stub, some lo feet from where one of us 
was standing, and disappeared beneath a long strip of bark about 6 feet above 
the water. 

"One of us climbed on the other's shoulders and peeking in, found that the 
nest contained six fresh eggs. This nest could never have been discovered had 
it not been for the bird's kindness in leading us to it, as it was absolutely hidden 
behind a very large strip of bark, while the stub stood in the middle of a very 
thick tangle, so thick in fact that we were unable to photograph it, as we 
could not do so without cutting away a lot of trees, shrubs, etc., and we had no 
hAchet." 

P. B. Philipp, who has made much study of the habits of the Brown Creeper, 
in a recent letter to the writer, made the following statement regarding some of 
his observations. 

"For anyone who is not afraid of wetting his feet in the ice-water freshets 
of early spring, a more or less intimate acquaintance with the Brown Creeper 
is not difficult. 

"At this season this Uttle feathered gleamer frequents wet woodland or 
bottom lands, which overflow and in which there are dead trees with loose- 
hanging bark. Such places are usually remote from human habitation and 
visited only by wandering muskrat hunters and hardy bird observers. 

"Here, in mid-April, when the maples are putting on their spring dress of 
red blossoms, and the skunk-cabbage is pushing its nose out of the muck, you 
will hear a thin, plaintive song of three or four notes, different from any other 
bird in these solitudes. Careful watch will disclose the source of the strange 
song, and you will see a small brown bird closely hugging the rough bark of some 
tree. A good way to find the bird is to watch the bases of the trees near where 
the song appears to come, for the Creeper usually begins low down when it 
starts to climb. 

"On account of the character of its haunts it is often passed by, and it is 
much commoner than it would appear to be from published records. Most 
of the birds we see in the vicinity of New York City are migrants on their way 
to the spruce and flr bogs of Canada. Some, however, stay with us to breed in 
favored places. Such a locahty is a certain swamp near Newton, N. J. Here the 
bird is a regular breeder. The swamp is timbered with ash, elm, and maple, and 
has a heavy undergrowth. Many of the trees have been killed by repeated 
flooding, and the loosened bark has cracked and sprung outward from the trunks, 
making the nesting-places which this bird most frequently selects. A nest 
there found is typical. It was placed behind a piece of bark which had separated 
from the trunk sufficiently to permit the passage of the bird, and quite a bit of 
engineering skill was employed in its construction. First there was built a 
foundation of dead twigs criss-crossed and interlaced with bits of dead wood 
and bark secured together with cobwebs and fine strips of plant-down, some 



Digitized by Google 



Brown Creeper 63 

six indies deep and filling the space between the bark and the tree trunk. 
The lowennost twigs were stretched across the space and acted as braces for 
the material placed above them. On this foundation was built a tiny cup of fine 
dried grass, well matted t<^ether, lined with very fine fibers, and fine strips of 
inner bark as the shreds from dead cedars. This nest was placed in a dead 
maple tree three feet above the water in a very wet part of the swamp, and on 
May 3, 1915, contained five eggs, white, sparsely specked with light brown and 
amber. Sometimes the bird will lay six or seven in a nest. 

"The female of those pairs that I have watched, does the nest-building and 
is accompanied by the male while gathering and arranging material. Both birds 
feed the young and are very tame and unsuspicious. One pair I found in 
northern New Brunswick unconcernedly visited the nest while observed from a 
distance of ten or twelve feet. 

"Nesting in the latitude of New York City is early and the young hatch in 
late May. When newly out of the egg they are tiny creatures with a covering of 
blackish natal down. When grown and out of the nest they appear to stay with 
the old birds for a time, and I have seen whole families in late June creeping 
about the tree trunks in their characteristic way." 

The Brown Creeper breeds chiefly in Canada as far West as Manitoba and 
in United States as far South as Nebraska and New Jerseyj also along the 
Alleghany Mountains southward into North Carolina. This bird belongs to 
the family CerikUda or Creepers, of which about twelve distinct spedes are 
known. They are all confined to the Old World with the exception of the Brown 
Creeper, which is found in North America. It is divided into five subspecies or 
climatic varieties. It is migratory. At Washington, D. C, for example, it is 
known only as a winter visitant, arriving about September 31 and leaving about 
May I. 
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OUR NATIONAL PARKS IN GREAT DANGER 



Few people in Ihe United States today 
realize that commercial interests which for 
years have sought to gain access to the 
National Parks have at last broken through 
the strong cordon of protection hitherto 
thrown around the parks by Congreasionat 
action and public sentiment. These raiders 
must be repelled and our nineteen great 
National Parks held intact. 

Listen to this! At the last session of 
Congress a provision was inserted in the 
Water Power Bill, which turned over to 
three members of the President's Cabinet 
the authority to grant water-power con- 
cessions in National Parks. This bilt is 
now a lavil Only two votes, therefore, are 
now required to admit the enemies of 
the wild parks to an orgy of destruction 
and desolation. 

THE REPEAL BILL OF SENATOR }0NB8 

Very naturally this Cabinet Committee 
is being besieged by requests for permis- 
sion to enter the National Parks for the 
purpose of building dams, power-houses, 
and other constructions for the utilization 
of the water for power development 
purposes. Two of these requests have come 
from Los Angeles where commercial inter- 



ests are seeking to gain access into the 
beautiful Yosemite National Park. This 
portion of the Water Power Bill roust, of 
course, be repealed and it should be stated 
here that on December 7, it)2o, Senator 
Jones of the state of Washington intro- 
duced into the United States Senate a 
bill for tbe purpose. At the time ol going 
to press, this bill had not been advanced. 
It goes without saying that it will meet 
with strong opposition by those moneyed 
interests who would exploit the parks. 

THE DESTRUCTIVE SMITH BILL 
On February 11, 1910, Mr. Smith, of 
Idaho, introduced a bill to permit the 
building of a dam in the Falls River basin 
in the southwestern part of the Yellow- 
stone National Park, with a view of mak- 
ing a reservoir covering S,ooo acres and 
then use tbe water for irrigation purposes 
across the park line in the state of Idaho. 
This measure was passed by the United 
States Senate, after a Committee hearing 
at which A. P. Davis, Chief of the Bureau 
of the United States Reclamation Service, 
stated that this little-known region was 
largely swamp land and therefore of little 
or no interest to tourists. Cootinidng on 



Digitized bxGoOgIC 



The Audubon Societies 



65 



its course, this bill has been reported 
tavorably by the House Comniittee to 
wliich it was tefetred, and it is at this time 
waiting in the House for final action. 

Duriog the past siunmei, William C. 
Gregg, a life meml)er of this Association, 
fitted out and lieaded an expedition into 
the Falls River region. His findings are 
set forth in an article which appeared iri 
the Saturday Esenint Past for November 
xa, 1910. He states that he foimd this 
was not a territory of swamps but a beauti- 
ful upland meadow traversed by streams 
filled with fish, a territory in which game 
is abundant, and a region that would afford 
beautiful camping sites for at least 10,000 
tourists. A few miles of dirt road from the 
upper geyser basin would open this new 
territory to motor parties. He found along 
the edges of the basin no less than forty 
waterfalls, cascades, and hot springs, some 
of which would be destroyed and the most 
of the others rendered inaccessible should 
this unsightly reservoir be created. This 
Smith Bill MiuU«itJWt 

THE NEW WALSH BILL 

Already other commercial interests are 
looking forward to repeating the benefit 
from the precedent they expect to be set 
by Congress in passing this measure. 

Senator Walsh, of Montana, has intro- 
duced in the Senate a bill to dam the 
Yellowstone River where it flows out of 
the Yellowstone Lake. The idea is to 
accumulate water here during the flood 
season and let it off later for irrigation pur- 
poses in Montana. Of course, dams could 
be built on this river outside the Park, but 
this would mean the flooding of private 
lands that would have to be paid for. 
If the dam can be built inside the park 
no private expense would be attached to 
the flooded lands, hence from the stand- 
point of that class of our citizens who are 
willing to destroy anything of interest or 
esthetic beauty if money can be made 
thereby, all these propositions appear 
eminently worth whiU, and their consum- 
mation is, by them, to be devoutly hoped 
for. 

TI1C National Association of Audubon 



Societies, the National Parks Association, 
the National Civic Association, and some 
other public-spirited institutions, as well 
as many thousands of unorganised in- 
dividuals, do not, see the subject in this 
monetary light. This Association is fight- 
ing these park propositions as hard as it 
can. We have recently made a call among 
our members and others for funds to use 
in arousing the public to the imminent 
danger that threatens our National Parks. 
About Sa.ooo have been collected to date, 
and this money is being used in circulars. 
publicity, traveling expenses of speakers, 
and such other items as incidentally arise 
in connection with the campaign. 

I have referred above to three distinct 
bills pending in our United States Congress. 
It will help matters very materially if our 
members write to their Senators and Con- 
gressmen and express their hope, first, 
that the bill of Senator Jones, intended to 
lake out of the Water Power Bill, the words 
"National Parks and National Monu- 
ments" will become a law. Second, that 
the bill by Congressman Smith of Idaho, 
intending to build a reservoir in the south- 
western part of the Yellowstone Park, 
and which bill is now pending in the House 
of Representatives, shall be repealed; and 
third, that the Walsh Senate bill, to dam 
Yellowstone River, shall be defeated. We 
are told, on what we believe to be com- 
petent authority, that there are no less 
than a dozen splendid dam-sites in the 
Yellowstone Park, and, if commercial 
interests are allowed to use one of these, a 
precedent will be set for a vast disfigura- 
tion and despoliation of America's greatest 
natural beauty area. 

Anyone interested in the preservation 
of the wild natural beauties of America's 
choicest spots included in National Parks, 
or who cares for the preservation of the 
wild life within their boundaries, should by 
all means communicate their views to their 
Senators and Congressmen. This Associa- 
tion has no means of fighting such detri- 
mental matters except by the weapon of 
public sentiment, and public sentiment 
freely expressed in Washington always has 
its effect. 
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MOVING PICTURES NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
FLORIDA AUDIENCES 



NormuD McCliatock, the well-known 
nature photographer, o4 Pittsburgh, will 
be available for moving-picture lectures in 
Florida during the months of February 
and March. His addresses will be fuliy 
illustrated with remarkably beautiful and 
interesting moving pictures of Florida bird- 
life. His collection of these subjects was 
very much enriched by his studies at the 
Association's protected Heron and Egret 



colony in Orange Lake during the past 
summer. Any members or friends of the 
Association who are spending the winter 
in Florida and who would like to make local 
arrangements for having the pictures 
shown are invited to communicate with the 
home office of the Association at 1974 
Broadway, New York, or directly with 
Norman McClintock, 504 Amberson Ave., 
Pittsburgh. 



ILLEGAL TO GIVE CHILDREN AIR-GUNS 



We so often see air-guns in the hands of 
children that it is thought wise to bring 
before the attention of our readers the fact 
that there is a provision in the Penal 
Code of the State of New York, that makes 
it illegal to give an air-gun to any person 
under the age of sixteen years. It is also 
illegal for any person under the age of 
sixteen to carry or have in possession such 
air-gun. 
"Section i8g6 — L. 1913 ch. 608. 

"A person who manufactures, or causes 
to be manuactured, or sells or keeps for 
sale, or ofiers, or gives, or disposes of any 
instrument or weapon of the kind usually 
known as a black-jack, slungshot, billy, 
sanddub, sandbag, bludgeon, or metal 



knuckles, to any person; or a person vho 
ofers, sells, leans, leases, or GIVES any 
gun, revolver, pistol or other fire-arm or 
any air-gun, spring-gun or other instru- 
ment or weapon in which the propelling 
force is a sprmg or air or any instrument 
or weapon commonly known as a toy 
pistol or in or upon which any loaded or 
blank cartridges are used, or may be used, 
or any loaded or blank cartridges or 
ammunition therefor to any person vnder 
Hu age 0} sixteen years, is guilty of a mis- 
demeanor. 
"Section 1897 — L. 1913, ch. 608. 

"Any person under the a^e of sixteen 
years, who shall have in his possesuon, 
any of the articles named or described in 
the last section, which is forbidden therein 
to offer, sell, loan, lease or give to him, 
shall be guilty of juvenile delinquency." 



FOR A UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
CONSERVATION 



On December 8, 1930, Congressman 
McDufiy, of Alabama, introduced in the 
House of Representatives a bill intended 
to create a new Cabinet officer to be 
known as 'Secretary of Conservation.' 
The bill arranges for the usual machinery 
for the creating of a new department of 
Government, and provides that this de- 
partment shall have jurisdiction over the 
Forest Service, and Bureau of Biological 
Survey, now under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Agriculture; also the 
Geological Survey and the National Parks 
Service, now under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Interior; and the Buteau of 



Fisheries, now under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Commerce. 

The bill also provides for the creation of 
a new bureau to be known as the 'Bureau 
of Birds and Game.' The Department 
is to be supplied with a legal office in 
charge of a solicitor. The duties and 
authorities of the proposed Department of 
Conservation are also set forth in detail. 

Prominent among the sponsors for the 
bill b Hon. John H. Wallace, Jr., of Ala- 
bama who for many years has been active 
and energetic as State Game Warden of 
that Commonwealth. 
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KILLING DUCKS BY AEROPLANE 



A few weeks ago, the Pathe weekly news 
film, ID moving-picture houses all over the 
country, showed a Duck-hunt by aero- 
plane. In the picture two or three planes 
swooped over the marshes and when the 
Ducks arose in clouds the planes dashed 
among them. It was easy to see that many 
were killed by striking against the wires 
or other parts of the machines. The picture 
dosed iritb a statement that U is estimated 
j,ooo Ducks were killed that day in this 
manner. 

Upon hearing of this the President of 
the Association secured a copy of the GIm 
and it vas shown to a number of bterested 
people in the lecture hall of the American 
Museum of Natural History, New York 
City. We at once took up the matter with 
the Biological Survey, lor to take Ducks 
from aeroplanes is illegal under the 
Federal Law. Dr. E. W. Nelson, the 
Survey's Chief, replied that the subject 
was already under investigation, and that 
agents were on the ground seeking to 
apprehend these violators of the Ian. 
Complaint at the same time was made to 



the California State Board of Fish and 
Game Commissioners, and the Executive 
Officer of the Commissioner, Charles A. 
Vogelsang, replied that he sent a warden 
to investigate but was unable to get 
evidence that any Ducks were killed by 
gun-fire from the planes, therefore no 
action was brought by the state authori- 
ties. We are still hoping for action by the 
Federal Government. 

In the January number of Popular 
Mechanics there appeared an extended 
article, with many illustrations, telling of 
this and similar big hunts carried on in the 
rice-fields in the Sacramento Valley, by 
aviators who it seems are employed by 
rice-growers to keep the Ducks frightened 
from the fields. The writer tells of going 
on one of these trips and how he was con- 
stantly spattered with the blood of Ducks 
billed by the propellers of aeroplanes. It 
is a gruesome story and among other 
things well illustrates the point that there 
is still vast need for Audubon Society work 
in this beloved country of ours. 



INDIANA AUDUBON SOCIETY 



We have bad a very excellent year and 
note a marked increase in public interest 
for bird-protection. Our Society has been 
instrumental in having established a num- 
ber of private bird sanctuaries through- 
out the state, and, in cooperation with the 
State Conservation Commission, has bad 
every public park and state reservation 
converted into a bird sanctuary where 
bird-food is supplied in winter and nesting- 
sites erected in spring. 

The annual meeting at Martinsville, 
Ind., May ao-aj, was one of the best ever 
beldby theSociely. The program consisted 
of a very interesting illustrated lecture by 
Hon. Amos W. Butler, a series of dinner 
conferences, at which matters of vital 
interest were thoroughly discussed and 
many helpful suggestions made, addresses 
in the schools, a bird-walk, and a public 



meeting addressed by Richard Leiber, 
Director of the Conservation Commission 
of the state of Indiana, on 'Bird Conserva- 
tion,' and Miss Roussou McClelland on 
'Bird Work in the Schools.' 

Our Society desires to acknowledge its 
indebtedness to our new State Conserva- 
tion Commission, whose activities in 
enforcing the laws has done much to call 
attention to the importance and economic 
necessity of conserving our bird-life. We 
co&perate with the Commission in every 
way possible, and • we are encouraged 
to hope that before long the Commission 
will secure the services of a trained orni- 
thologist to supervise bird-conservation 
work in the stale. Our Society was never 
more enthusiastic or active and we arc 
looking forward to a most successful 
year. — Fbank C. Evans, Stcretary. 
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REPORT OF THE FOREST HILLS GARDENS (N. Y.) 
AUDUBON SOCIETY 



The two outstanding things accom- 
plished by our local Audubon Society the 
last year are: First, a change in theforniof 
government, and second more emphasis 
upon the junior activities. The work is 
now done through committees appointed 
by the president instead of by a board of 
trustees. The main advantage is that the 
different committees meet as often as is 
necessary in small groups and there is a 
quicker and more eflicieni transaction of 
business. The names of the committees 
are: Publicity, Field and Educational 
Work, School and Junior Work, and Bird 
Enemies. The officers of the Society are: 
President, Mrs. George Smart; Vice- 
President, Mrs. I. A. Washburne; Secretary 
and Treasurer, Miss M. E. Knevels. 

A contest held in the schools to deter- 
mine how much the children knew a'bout 
local birds showed more need of education. 



and the Society had H. C. Button of the 
New York State School of Applied Agricul- 
ture at Farmingdale, Long Island, come 
to the Gardens and give talks on birds to 
groups of children from each grade, show- 
ing pictures and adapting his instruction to 
the age and comprehension of each group. 
This same instruction was also given in the 
Kew-Forest School. It is planned to keep 
on with this kind of instruction. Fifty 
pounds o( mixed grain were distributed 
in the early spring when late storms do 
much harm to the migratory birds. Our 
future work would seem to lie in the uni- 
fication of all the bird-protective activi- 
ties on Long Island so that the parks. 
cemeteries and golf-links might form a 
chain of natural preserves extending the 
length of the Island.— Mary Eastwood 
Kne\'F,ls, Secretary. 



THE BURROUGH'S AUDUBON NATURE CLUB OF 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 



The past year has been the most 
prosperous in the history of the Club. 
During the winter indoor meetings were 
held in Reynolds Library, and consider- 
able interest was manifested in the 
illustrated bird-talks given by our presi- 
dent, William B. Hoot. The climax of 
interest and attendance was reached wiien 
the bird-hikes began in May. The last one 
was attended by nearly one hundred 
members and friends. During past years 
no hikes were held in July and August. 
This year by unanimous request of 
members two were held each month from 
May to October inclusive. About no 
species of birds were seen and identified. 

Complying with (he request from the 
National Association, copies of a protest 
against the measure known as the Smith 
Bill, intended to turn over a large tract of 
Yellowstone National Park for a reservoir, 
were circulated and signed by everyone 
present. The copies were then sent to 



our Senator and Representatives in Con- 
gress, 

Membership day was celebrated October 
23. It was for members only and all who 
attended had to have their membership 
card. This resulted in bringing in quite 
a large number of new members, and the 
payment of dues by old ones. A car was 
chartered and about seventy-five members 
went to Canandaigua and enjoyed a 
most delightful walk through the spa- 
cious and interesting grounds at Sonnen- 
berg. This fall, Audubon bird-charts were 
donated to several of the rural schools, 
and ii was very gratifying to see with what 
interest and enthusiasm the pupils and . 
teachers acceple<l them. In each school 
nearly every child manifested a desire to 
become a member of the Junior Audubon 
Society, In one school the pupils are 
saving their pennies to buy a bird-fountain 
next spring.— Harriet Ganuhg, Stcre- 
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New Lite Uembera Enrolled from 
October 20, 1920 to January 1, 1931 

August, Harmon S. 

Barlow, Dr. W. Jarvis 

Barnev, D Newton 

Bibb. WiUiam G. 

Blodgett, Mrs. WillUm T. 

Brady, James C. 

Carlisle, Geo, L., Jr. 

Church, Charles T. 

Church, F. E. 

Douglass, Mrs. Charity 

DuBois, Miss Katharine 

Dunbar, Miss L. H. 

Erl anger, Sidney C. 

Evans, Dr. Evan M. 

Farr. Miss Shirley 

Field, Mrs. Isaac N. 

Foot, Sandford D. 

Goodwin, Mrs. James J. 

Gosline, W. A., Jr. 

Gregg, Wm. C. 

Harkness, Mrs. W. L. 

Haynes, William DeF 

Hill, Clarence H. 

Hitchcock, Prancb R. 

Hobbs, Jasper J. 

Hosmer, Mrs. Estellc de Peyster 

{eonings, Mrs. Walter 
aw, Mrs. Robert, Jr. 
Lee, Charles N. 
Lincoln, F,. K. 
McLane, Miss Catharine M. 
McLean, Mrs. James 
Mattlage, Charles Henry 
Miller, Mrs. Calbraith, Jr. 
Otis, William A. 
Prentice, Ellsworth 
Winstow, Miss Maria L. C. 
Woolman, Henr>-, N., Jr. 

New Suataining Members Enrolled irom 
October 30, 1930 to January 1, 1931 



Bftcot, John v., Jc. 
Bailey, Edward P. 
Baily, Henry P. 
Baker, Mrs. Arthur N. 
Bascom, Chas. E. 
Beck, L H. 
Beck man, H. C. 
Begg, Mr^. W. R. 
Bell, C. Edward 
Benjamin, Wm. M. 
Bennett, Roaanne D. 
Bennett, Winchester 
Bensel, J. A. 
Bendger, Miss Lulu 
Biggs, Hermann M. 
Bishop. H. R. 



Blaine, George Bassett 

Blair, Parker 

Blaltner, D. D. 

Blayney, W. N. W. 

Bliss, Arthur E. 

Boit. Mrs. John E. 

Bonfils, F. G. 

Bonties, Mrs. H. P. 

Borden, Norman E., Jr. 

Bortell, Mrs. G. C. 

Brackett. Mrs. W. R. 

Bradley, Mrs. E. C. 

Brooks, Fred K. 

Brown, Finest B. 

Buckley, B. Lord 

Burdett, Mrs. W. W. 

Burhorn, Edwin 

Burr & Burton Seminary 

Butler, Mr. and Mrs. Edward H 

Cady, John D. 

Caldwell, C. A 

Callaway, Fuller E. 

Candlin, Asa G. 

Capen, Wallace C. 

Capron, C. Day 

Card. W. H. 

Garden, George A. 

Carlebach. Walter M. 

Carroll, Mrs. John F. 

Catchings. Master Waddill, Jr 

Chadsey, Miss Edith W. 

Chambers, W. L. 

Chapin, S. B. 

Chapman, Miss Nancy 

Chase. Arthur Taft 

Chouteau, Auguste, Jr. 

Christophersen, Louis P. 

Chubb, S. Harmsted 

Church, Austin 

Clark, F. Ambrose 

Clarke, James King 

Cleveland, Dr. Clement 

Cobb, Edward F. 

Coffin, Frsncis A, 

Cone, Mr?. Jeanette 

Conovcr, H. B. 

Cook, Amsel G. 

Cordier, Dr. A. H. 

Corson, H. C. 

Crawlord, Mrs. J. A. 

Crimmins, Mrs. Thomas 

Cushman, B. A. 

Cutter, Mr. and Mrs. E 

Davidson, Mrs, E. L. 

Davis, Waters S. 

De Camp, Mrs. Alice 

Derr, Mrs. Andrew F. 
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Winter Bird Life in Los Angeles 

By HARRIETT WILLIAMS MYERS 

Secretary' Cain om la Audubon Society; Chalrmaa B<riU.'0. P. W. C 

nith Pholognphi by the Aulbot 

NEVER in my twenty-one years' residence in Los Angeles have I had 
so many birds in my garden so early in the fall as in the year 1919. 
We are in the habit of having the Gambel Sparrows (a subspecies 
of the White-crowned) arrive not later than September a6, to have Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets, Audubon Warblers, Alaska Hermit Thrushes follow soon 
after, but 1919 brought a series of delightful surprises for the bird-lover. 

Our winter rains came earlier than usual, and durii^ November the Sierra 
Madre Mountain range was covered with snow, an almost unheard-of condition 
at this time of year. In September a most diastrous fire raged for several weeks 
on portions of this same range, driving into the valley many of the small 
animals and birds. But whether or not this fire, or the early cold, or the fact 
that there were fewer pine cones and acorns in the mountains than usual 
had anything to do with the unusual visitors that seemed fairly common, X 
would not venture to say. Suffice it that a more delightful fall and winter for 
the bird-lover could scarcely be imagined. 

I usually have Cedar Waxwings in my garden during the winter and early 
spring months, when they come to eat the berries from the big pepper trees, 
six of which grow in our garden. These charming birds go about in flocks, which 
are usually large, flying together in a compact form, their long-drawn-out notes, 
which always remind me of sighing wind, announcing their presence as, still 
in close formation, they light in the trees. They are extremely fond of pepper 
berries and have an interesting habit in connection with the eating of them. 
These berries have hard centers which the birds cannot digest, so when they 
have eaten their fill of them and, I suppose, the digestible outer portion has 
been assimilated, they fly into some other tree, the eucalyptus being a favorite, 
and there disgorge these inner pellets, which tall onto the ground below Uke 
falling rain. Li my own yard, beneath these eucalyptus trees, large patches cf 
pepper trees have sprung up and the uninformed might wonder how they got 
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there. When these eucalyptus trees grow along a roadway, or beside a cement 
walk, the remains of the red berries are most abundant and a cause oC surprise 
to one who cannot "read a roadside as he reads a book." 

This year I was amazed to find my yard full of Waxwings the first of 
October, and they were reported to have been seen in September, a most 
unusual occurrence. On October 34 a Robin called in the yard. I thought that 
I bad heard one earlier in the month, but by the end of October the yard was 
full of these big, jolly birds, and 
some of them were singing their 
'really, truly,' song as weU as the 
familiar 'wheat^heat,' 'lut-tui-lul' 
call-notes. Last year was the first 
time that I had heard, commonly, 
that wonderfully clear, liquid song 
which, so far as my recollection 
goes, is just like that of the eastern 
bird, and brings fond memories of 
a childhood when Robins nested 
familiarly in the garden and dug 
worms from the lawn. ' 

These birds are also fond of 
pepper berries, gathering them from 
the trees and from those fallen on 
the ground. They also di^orge the 
hard inner pellet as, I doubt not, 
all birds do that eat them. These 
spicy little berries seem to create 
in the Robins a great thirst, so 
that my bird drinking-plates are 
freely patronized and often the 
WESTERN ROBINS p^n^jg ^„ deposited there. Some- 

times four big Robins are on one small dish at once, and one day I saw a Cedar 
Waxwing circle dangerously near the head of a Robin as it tried to find a 
resting-place. The larger bird resented the Waxwing's presence and made 
faces at it in a most undignified way, but nevertheless the Waxwing dis- 
regarded the Robin's protest and, lighting on the dish, helped himself to 
water. I regretted that my camera was not set up in time to catch this 
attractive picture. 

On November 9 a busy little Mountain Chickadee was seen foraging in a 
fruit tree in the garden. Some days before I had heard a call which I thought 
might be that of this little stranger, but as it canr.e from high up in the tree- 
tops and I felt might be that of the Plain Titmouse, I gave it little heed. Only 
once before have I had these mountain-loving birds in my yard and that was 
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about two years ago, id January or February, when one of them stayed about 
for two or three weeks; so one may imagine my delight on seeing this little 
visitor. 

On November 12, a Crested Jay, dweller of the mountains, was seen in the 
valley not far from my home. California Jays we have in abundance, but these 
beautiful, high-crested birds ordinarily prefer the high mountains. 

Wren-Tits, those distinctively western birds that usually live on the brush- 
covered hillsides or wooded cafions, are constant visitors this winter and their 
peculiar clear whistles are often heard. Plain Titmice, those dainty crested 
midgets; California Bush-Tits, a tiny western species; Alaska Hermit Thrushes, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Audubon Warblers, Dusky Warblers, White-crowned 
Sparrows, Spurred Towhees, such common birds as Black Phoebes, Linnets, 



BLACK PH(EBE 

Song sparrows, Towhees, Anna's Hummingbirds, Blackbirds and Green- 
backed Goldfinches are about in abundance. 

One surprise of November 35 was the appearance in my elderberry of a 
male Phainopepla. These beautiful black-crested birds are summer visitors 
that, for the most part, are gone by August, although occasionally a stray one 
is reported in the winter time. On December 5 a gray female of this species 
also visited the yard and drank from a bird-bath. My camera was in position 
but the light was not strong enough for a good picture. On December 9 the 
male was about again, and all through December he has been here. As I write 
this (December 23} he is still with me and I am hoping to get a photograph of 
him at my bath. These birds arc also fond of pepper berries. 

Perhaps the greatest surprise of the season was on November 19 when, on 
casually glancing out of the window, I saw a small dark bird whose big white 
collar stood out against the dark background and made him conspicuous whe e 
otherwise he blended into the tree. He was resting, head downward as im- 
movable as though dead, and in this position he remained for fully five minutes 
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without stirring. When I opened the porch door and stepped out he only hitched 
a few indies away. Quite evidently he did not mind mankind. A loud 'yank, 
yank, yank' from a neighboring tree proclaimed that he was not alone and con- 
firmed my beUef that I was looking at a Slender-billed Nuthatch, western 
representative of the White-breasted Nuthatch. He finally climbed about on 
the tree, inspecting crevices before he flew away. His cousin, the Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, has also been reported in the valley. 

California Purple Finches are in my yard earlier than usual this year. Tliey 
for^e mostly on the ground, also eating the pepper berries fallen there. Later 
in the season they are fond of fruit buds and some complaint has come because 
of this habit. I notice, however, in my own yard, that I have plenty of fruit 
after they have feasted in my blossoming trees. Perhaps it is only insects that 
they molest. At any rate, I always welcome them in my garden. 

Varied llirushes, large cousins of the Robins, *have been seen thb winter 
m the valley, as has also that gorgeous creature, the Red-breasted Sapsucker. 
As yet, these two birds have not visited my garden when I iiave been at home 
to receive them, but as about eighty species of California birds have done so 
at some time of the year, I shall live in hopes that they will not pass me by when 
they are making their southern calb, but will show my gardrti the same con- 
dderation that so many other birds have shown. 
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The Bird-House for Purple Martins 

By THOMAS L. McCONNELL, HcKenport. P*. 

THE problem of designing a good house for a colony of Purple Martins 
is simply a matter of attending to many little details. When a Martin- 
box is deserted after two or three years the cause is apt to be one of the 
following: Improperly designed house, uninviting situation, such as too near 
or under trees, or too close to a fence or building, a poorly selected pole, the 
Sparrows may have been allowed to take possession of the quarters, the small 
boys may be persecuting the birds, or the place may not be cheerful. 

The bird-house should have at least ten separate rooms, for the sociable 
Martins love to live in colonies and small colonies suffer much from the English 
Sparrow. Make the rooms about 6 inches wide by 8 inches deep by 8 inches 
high. There is really no exact size necessary. For instance, one authority 
suggests 5 or 6 inches wide and of similar height and 8 or 9 inches deep, the 
long rooms being favored so that the Screech Owl cannot reach the nests. 
Another writer recommends rooms 8 inches wide by 8 inches deep by 6 inches 
high. 

The doors may be ij^ inches wide by $ inches high, including a i}4 inch 
radius arch at the top, or round holes 2^ inches in diameter. A round hole 
or arched hole should be made 'bulging' or become wider towards the center of 
the box. "Even so small a change as boring a bulging hole in a box, instead of 
a straight one, and beveling the lower edge of the entrance hole, increased the 
occupancy of the boxes in the Berlepsch woods from 50 to 90 per cent." It is 
better never to use a square hole and when one is cut, by all means round 
o9 the top into an arch. Birds seem really to prefer a round hole. 

Two of the large, successful Martin colonies in McKeesport dwell in houses 
with each room having two circular entrances about 2}^ inches in diameter 
placed about i inch apart. This seems an excellent idea and the writer has 
noticed that the old birds, when feeding their young, use both holes and dart 
in and out with less confusion and interference than when only one opening 
is provided. These entrances should be on the same side of the room and never 
on different sides, as this leads to fighting among the old birds and spells 
disaster to their eggs and young. 

Porches, about 2 to a}4 inches wide must be provided in front of the doors 
for the convenience of the old birds when feeding their nestlings and for the 
young when they are ready to learn to fly. If there are no porches many young 
birds fall to the ground and are lost. When a nestling unable to fly drops to 
the ground it must be replaced on the box because the parents never feed their 
youi^ on the ground and, moreover, cats are usually on the lookout for such 
accidents. By a suitable and artistic selection of porches the house may be 
made a structure of beauty and grace. 

No ventilation is necessary besides the entrance holes and all rooms should 
(IS) 
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be separate and draft-proof. Usually the door-sUI is the floor line, although 
many authorities advocate rai»ng the sill about j4 inch above the floor and 
porch levels, which prevents rain water from flooding the rooms. No wind- 
wheels, flagpoles, lightning-rods or other fantastic appliances should be fast- 
ened to the house. This point is often raised by beginners. A blind chimney or 
two may be built on to the roof for the sake of beauty and symmetry, and 
besides a chimney makes the house more cozy and homelike. 

The house should be substantially built of ^- to i-inch pine or other wood 
so as to withstand the weather. It should be painted white because white is 
the coolest color. Durii^ the hot weather the young birds suffer much from 
the intense heat of the sun. The writer usually paints the roof a darker color, 
often some shade of green, never red. Avoid a red color because all birds in- 
stinctively shun a red bird-box. 

The height of the box above the ground should be from 13 to 16 feet, never 
less, although the author knew of one old established colony living in a house 
(Hily 7 feet from the ground. The box should not be fastened to the pole with 
brackets, but with angle irons, and vines should not be grown around the pole, 
for the birds are afraid of cats climbing the pole — a cat-proof pole is absolutely 
essential. 

To curb the English Sparrow, take down the house or close all the openings 
aftertheMartinsaregone. Either method is effective. In Bird-Lore, January, 
1914, the author covered many other points in his article, 'Notes on How To 
Start a Colony of Purple Martms.' 

A few years ago the writer studied a handsome ten-room bird-house which 
the Martins would not inhabit after four or five years of trial and believed that 
the box may have been improperly designed. He bought this box and found the 
openings to measure 2 inches square. This is rather too small for the Martins 
to enter easily and carry in nesting material. The entrances were enlarged by 
cutting a semi-circular arch over the doorways, making the new height 3 inches. 
Last year this box was erected at the Youghiogheny Country Club near Mc- 
Keesport and about three pairs of Martins immediately occupied the pretty 
residence. 

Few people realize how permanent a Martin colony may be. McKeesport 
has one colony over thirty years old and still as thriving as ever and there had 
been one within loo feet of this one for over forty years previous, which carries 
us back well before the advent of the English Sparrow. The writer put up his 
first Martin-box about twenty five years ^o at Kittanning and the successful 
colony still flourishes. Since then he has started many colonies at other places. 
His last effort at his present home in McKeesport has been unsuccessful and 
every scheme and device was used in vain. The birds seemed to come and stay 
a few days and then leave. The house was the identical one that the Martins 
loved at his former residence only six or eight blocks distant. Finally one spring 
day, upon coming home, he caught one of the neighbor's boys stoning a Martin 
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off the box. This solved the mystery and illustrates one reason why a Martin- 
house may not be inhabited. 

Referring to the selection of a cheerful spot for the prospective Martin- 
home, one can say nothing better than to quote the words of Mr. C. W. Parker 
(In the Open, April, 1918): "Place your Martin-house in the most cheerful 
and prominent place to be found, in the brightest sun, away from all trees, and 
where people pass most, . , . The main requisite is that you have a cheerful 
location, which is perhaps best described by the two words, 'pleasantly 
situated."' 
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The Migration of North American Birds 

t SECOND SBRiaa 

XV. YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD 
AND MEADOWLARKS 

Compiled bjr Harijr C. Oberholaer, Chieflj' from Data in the Biological Survejr 
YBLX,OW>HBADBD BLACKBIRD 
This beautiful bird is distinctly an inhabitaot of the West, for it occurs but 
casually in eastern North America. The breeding range of the Yellow-headed 
Blackbird (XatUhocepkalus xanthocepkalus) reaches north to northern Manitoba, 
northern Saskatchewan, southwestern Mackenzie, and central British Col- 
umbia; west to southwestern British Columbia and western California; south 
to southern California, southern Arizona, the States of Jalisco, Michoacan, 
and Mexico, in Mexico; and east to the valley of Mexico, western Texas, east- 
em Kansas, central Missouri, eastern Illinois, northwestern Indiana, eastern 
Wisconsin, and central Manitoba. It winters north to southern California, 
southern Arizona, southern Texas, and southwestern Louisiana; south to the 
Slates of Puebla, Michoacan, and Jalisco, Mexico. It is of casual occurrence 
east to Maine, Connecticut, New Jersey, South Carolina, and Florida; and 
accidental in Alaska,. Greenland, Quebec, as well as in the islands of Cuba and 
Barbados in the West Indies. 

SPRING MIGRATION 
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Syracuse, Neb 

Sioux PaUs, S. D 
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Durango, Colo 

Denver, Colo 
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Terry, Montana 

Great Falls, Mont 
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The Migration of North American Birds 

SPRING MIGRATION, cootiaued 



LOCALITY 
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14 


May 31 

May 19 
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May 16, 189s 









FALL MIGRATION 
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October 16 

September 18 
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September 18 


October 30, 1891 
October i, 1910 
October »s, 1897 
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October 10, 1911 
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Sioiuc Falls, S. D 

Aweme, Manitoba 









1893. 



September 18, 1893, October 



.877. 



CASUAL RECORDS 

Florida No date. 

Augusta, Ga September 23, 

Chester, S. C April 18, 1884 

Buckhannon, W. Vs Spring. 1888. 

Washington, D. C r August 29, 18 

Baltimore, Md. (near) September 10, 

1, 1894. 

Eris, Pa. (near) August ii, 1896, 

Allegheny Co., Pa .April 26, 1895. 

Chester Co., Pa May 3, 1880; September is, 1885. 

Fish House, N. J. (near) No date. 

New Haven, Conn June, 1878. 

Hartford, Conn July, 1884. 

Stamford, Conn July, 1888. 

Watertown, Mass October is. i860. 

Eastham, Masi September 

Monomoy Island, Mass September 

Spruce Head, Maine August 17, laoi. 

Godbout, Quebec September 4, 1878. 

MBADOWLARK 

The well-known Meadowlark {Stumella magna) has a wide geographic 
distribution, occurring from southern Canada through the United States, 
Mexico, and Central America, to Venezuela. Of its eight recognized subspecies, 
only three occur in North America. These with their geographic ranges are as 
follows: 

Ths Eastern Meado»iark {SlurrKUa magna magna) breeds in eastern 
North America north to New Brunswick, southern Quebec, southern Ontario, 
and northeastern Mimiesota; west to central and southwestern Minnesota, 
western Nebraska, central Kansas, and northwestern Texas; south to central 
Texas, southwestern Missouri, central Illinois, central western Tennessee, 
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western North Carolina, and southern Virginia; and east to the Atlantic Coast 
from Virginia toNcwBninswick. Inwinterit retires from thenorthemmost part 
of its range, but remains at this season north, at least irregularly, to southern 
Maine, southern Ontario, and Michigan, and passing at least as far south as 
southern South Carolina, Alabama, Loui^ana, and southeastern Texas. It is of 
casual occurrence northeast to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island. 

The Fknida Meadowlark (Sfumella magna arguhUa) is reddent and 
breeds in the southeastern United States north to North Carolina, northern 
Alabama, northern Mississippi, southwestern Indiana, southern Illinois, south- 
eastern Missouri, northeastern Arkansas, and northeastern Texas; west to 
eastern Texas; south to southeastern Texas, with the Gulf Coast of Louisiana, 
Mis»ssippi, Alabama, and southern Florida ; and east to eastern Florida, eastern 
South CatoUna, and eastern North Carolina. 

The Rio Gnmde Metdowluk {SUtmdia magna hoopesi) is resident in 
the southwestern United States north to south central Texas, central New 
Mexico, and central Arizona; west to central Arizona and central Sonora; 
south to Sonora, central Chihuabua, southern Coahuila, and southern Tarn- 
aulipas; and east to eastern Tamaulipas and central southern Texas. 

All the migration dates given below refer to the txmimon Eastern Meadow- 
lark, and may be more or less misleading because, at all except the northernmost 
localities, some individuals of this spedes usually pass the winter. The spring 
dates represent, however, the normal appearance wh& the bird is not wintering, 
or the dates when it beoimes more conspicuous from its winter seclusion; while 
those for the autumn show its normal dis^)pearance from ordinary observation 
or from the localities given ^en not actually wintering. 

SFKING UIGRATION 



LOCALITY 


NubImt 


■priiv ■nival 


'sSiss' 




\l 

19 
IQ 

J 

9 

t> 

6 

34 
17 
9 
'4 


March 8 
March 36 
March 10 
March 12 
March 11 
March 7 
March s' 
March 17 
March 19 
March 18 
April 6 
April 9 
March 31 

March 1 
March 12 
March I 
February 37 
M»d,3 


February 11, 1888 
March 13. 1913 








March 9, 1913 
February 6, 1901 












Februaiy 3, 1886 










March a6, 1915 
March ao, 1908 
March 11, 1913 
April 6, 1907 


Portland. Maine 








February iS, 1890 
February lo, 1S90 
February s, 191S 
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The Migration of North American Birds 



SPRING HIGKATION 


, CMtlmicd 




LOCALITY 


Nimibtr 
of yun' 


Avenfc date of 
iprin* nrrivd 


E.rli«[ dmlc ol 




"3 

■i 

s 


March 9 
March 1 6 

ifa7ch s 
March n 
March 14 
March 30 
March ag 
March 5 
March 4 


February 6, igio 
March a, 1885 
January 10, 190Q 










March 7, 1910 
March 5, 1894 
March 11, igSg 
March iS, 1903 












February 18, 1916 





FALL MIGRATION 



Beaver, Pa. 

Reaovo, Pa 

Morristown, N. J.. 

Hartford, Conn 

Providence, R. I.. . 

Amherat, Mass 

Boston, Mass 

Portland, Maine. . . 
Montreal, Quebec. 
Scotch Lake, N. B. 

Concordia, Mo 

ChicaKO, m 

Fort Wayne, Ind.. 

Richmond, Ind 

Wauseon, Ohio 

Oberlin, Ohio 

Vicksbivg, Mich. . . 
Newberry, Mich.. . 
London, Ontario. . . 
Ottawa, Ontario , . . 

Eeokuk, Iowa 

Madison, Wis 

Lanesboro, Minn. . . 
St. Vincent, Minn.. 
Onaga, Eans 



November 1 1 
October 14 
November 6 
October 36 
November 2 
November 7 
November 34 

October II 

November 4 
October a8 
November 4 
November 14 
November 11 
October 15 
November i 
October 15 
Octot>er 39 
October 15 
November 4 
October 14 
October 14 
October 20 
November 13 



December 10, 1887 
November 33, igii 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
December 9, 1892 
Rate, winter 
December 34, 1908 
November 7, 1909 
December 37, 1907 
Rare, irinter 
December 4, 19 15 
December i, 191 1 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
December 11, 1913 
October 13, 1910 
November 20, 1901 
November 13, 1915 
Rare, winter 
November 8, 1913 
October 19, iSqi 
October 31, 1897 
Few, winter 



WESTERN MEADOWLARK 

The rich, melodious song of the Western Meadowlark {Shimella neglecla), 
so different from that of its eastern relative, is a familiar feature of western 
bird life. The geographic range of the species extends from southwestern 
Canada throu^ the United States to central Mexico. Two sub^)edes are now 
recognizable, of which the distribution is as follows: 

The Western MeadowlaA {SlurneUa neglecta negUcta) breeds in western 
North America north to southern Manitoba, central Saskatchewan, central 
Atberta, and south central British Columbia; west to south central British 
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Columbia, central Washington, central Oregon, and western California; south to 
southern California, northern Sonora, northern Durango, southern Coahuila, 
and southern Tamaulipas; and east to central Tamaulipas, central Texas, 
central Oklahoma, eastern Kansas, eastern Missouri, eastern Iowa, and 
Wisconsin; occasionally to eastern Illinois and northern Michigan. It winters 
from southern British Columbia, Colorado, and Nebraska, south to Louisiana, 
southern Texas, southern Tamaulipas, Michoacan, Jalisco, and southern Lower 
California. It is of accidental occurrence at Fort Simpson in southwestern 
Mackenzie. 

The Northwestern Meadowlark (StumtUa neglecta canjlumki)* is 
resident and breeds in the Pacific Coast region of North America north to 
southwestern British Columbia, south through western Washington to north- 
western Oregon, and east to the Cascade Mountains. 

Records in the subjoined migration tables all pertain to the Western 
Meadowlark. 

SPRING MIGRATION 



SiousFaUa,S. D 

Rapid City, S. D 

ArgusviUe, N. D 

MaTstonmoor, N. D 

Bathgate, N. D 

Pilot Mound, Manitoba. . 

Aweme, Manitoba 

Reaburn, Manitoba 

?u'Appelle, Sask 
t. Simpson, Mack 

Beulah, Colo 

Denver, Colo 

Chevenne, Wyo 

Rathdrum, Idabo 

Terry, Mont 

Bozeman, Mont.. , 

Big Sandy, Mont 

Columbia Falls, Mont.. . . 

Flagstaff, AlberU 

Spokane, Wash 

Mirror Lake, B. C 



March iS 
March 36 

March 31 
Aprils 
March 31 

April s 

March 16 

February 2: 
March 30 
March 33 
March 30 
March 17 

February 31; 
March 38 



March 11, 190S 
March 7, 1910 
March 17, 1894 
March 11, 1910 
March 14, 1S94 
March 30, 1910 
March ai, 1911 
March 36, 1903 
March 14, [909 
May 30, 1904 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
March 17, 1SS9 
February 4, 1906 
March 33, 1S94 
March 30, 1903 
March 34, 1907 
March 19, 1896 
March 33, r9is 
February 11, 19«7 
March iS, 1911 



FALL MIGRATION 




LOCALITY 


olT^- 


u'iTT^r^t^l^ 


Lt(«t dit> ol 
lut one oburvEd 




s 

9 

4 
"9 

4 
3 


November 9 
October 37 
October as 
October 37 
October 33 
October 13 


November 7, 191s 
November 36, 1915 
November 27, 1909 
November 8, 1907 












November 3, 1911 
October 37, 1906 
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Notes on the Plumage of North American Birds 

FIFTT-NINTH PAPER 
B7 PRANK M. CHAPMAN 

(Sec FroDtupiece) 

Meadowlark (StumtUa magtui). In the Meadowtarks the sexes are much 
alike; the nestlings resemble their parents; there is but one molt a year, and 
seasonal variations in plumage are due chieSy to wear which is exceptionally 
pronounced in these birds. 

When it leaves the nest a young Meadowlark wears a necklace of black 
instead of the solid breast-crescent of its parents; it is dull buffy yellow below, 
its sides practically unstreaked, but the plumage of the upper parts is much like 
that of the adult and the bird is unmistakably a Meadowlark. 

The first fall (post-juvenal) molt is complete and the young bird then 
acquires a costume not distinguishable from that of the winter adult. This 
differs from the summer plumage by its generally browner tone due chiefly to 
the presence of browni^ margins to the body-feathers, the black breast-cres- 
cent being much obscured by them. 

As the season advances, these margins largely wear o& und what remains 
of them becomes much faded, and the result being the darker, yellower bird of 
the nesting season. In some instances, particularly in arid regions, at the end 
of the nesting season, this wearing and fading of the plumage is carried to 
an extreme which almost obliterates the bird's markings. 

The geographical variations in the color and pattern of the Meadowlark's 
plumage are as complex as its seasonal variations are simple. From the southern 
border of its range, in northern Brazil, to its northern limits in Canada, nine 
different forms are cnrrently recognized, of which four are known from north of 
Mexico as follows: 

r. Eastern Meadowlark {Stumdla magna magna, Fig. i). The race of the 
eastern United States.* 

2. Southern Meadowlark {StumeUa magna argulula). A smaller, darker 
form from the southern states. 

3. Western Meadowkrk {StumeUa magna negledd). The paler form of the 
western states in which the yellow of the throat extends to the sides of the neck, 
and the bars on the rump and tail are more clearly defined than in the eastern 
bird. 

The relationships of the Eastern and Western Meadowlarks have never 
been satisfactorily determined. In the Mississippi Valley typical examples of 
each form may be found in the nesting season at the same time — evidence of 
their specific distinctness in that region, where the few intermediate specimens 
found may with reason be called hybrids. 

But in the Rio Grande Valley a form (hoopesi) occurs which so obviously 

'Thi nDftt o( tbe Hvenl (oiiu iie fivcn by Dr. ObctholMt in (he prccidiag piper. 

(S3) 
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combines the diaracterisUcs of both magna and neglecta that it is difficult not 
to con^der it a counectant between the two. 

In life the two birds may readily be distii^uished by the marked difference 
in the call-notes and songs; but I recall no study of the song of hoopesi by one 
thoroughly familiar with those of magna and neglecta. In my notes made at 
Corpus Qiristi, Texas (where hoopesi breeds), long before this bird was described, 
I record the Meadowlark songs heard as resemblii^ those of magna, but at 
that time I had never heard the song of negU£ta. A study of the songs of Mead- 
owlarks on our Mexican border by a well-equipped observer would be sure 
to yield interesting results. 

4. Rio Grande Meadowlark {StumeUa magna hoopesi). In general colora- 
tion this bird more nearly resembles neglecta than it does magna, but the yellow 
of the throat does not spread to the sides of the neck, as it does in the first- 
named form. 

Tellow-headed BladLbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus, Figs. 3, 4). 
The nestling Yellow-head is quite unlike its parents. The whole head and breast 
are warm buff, giving the effect of a brown-headed bird; the abdominal region 
whitish; the back blackish, both more or less fringed with buff; the tail and 
wings black, the wing-coverts tipped with white. At the post-juvenal molt 
the taQ and wing-quills and primary coverts are retained, while the rest of the 
plumage is exchanged for a costume which resembles that of the female, but is 
usually without streaks on the breast, or if streaks are present, they are yellow. 
This plumage is worn at least until the following May, when there are evidences 
of molt about the head, and it may not be entirely replaced until the second 
fall njolt, but I have seen no specimens after May 24 which were not in fully 
adult plumage (Fig. 3). ■ 

All of the thirteen May birds in immature (first winter) plumage in our 
collections are from Texas and northern Mexico. It does not seem possible 
that they could have molted into adult plumage in time to nest in it, and the 
absence from our large collections of more northern breeding birds in immature 
dress suggests the possibility of such birds remaining in their winter quarters. 

"Hie adult male winter plumage resembles that of the summer, but the 
crown and nape are more or less obscured with brown. The primary coverts, 
as in summer, are conspicuously white with black tips. There is also more 
or less white on the outer greater coverts. 

The female b much alike throughout the year, but in winter plumage all 
the yellow areas are deeper and the plumage generally is darker. 
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A Tellow lUil ii 



1 Si real 



On September 14, 1910, when reading 
on tbe porch, my ueightrai called to me 
to &sk what the queer bird wu that was 
walkiDg in the middle of the street. What 
was my surprise to tee a Yellow Rail 
coming toward the curb I 

It took refuge among some petuniai 
that formed a border along the curb, and 
it did not move as 1 got down to within 
two feet of it to study it. 

That so shy a bird should land on a 
much traveled street in the heart of 
Chicago seemed strange indeed. It was 
a disappointment that I could not watch 
it till it moved on. — Gladys Fowler, 
CkUago, Ith. 



SAW-WHET OWL 
Pbotoaimpbed by Lnwrenu Zeleny, it 
HiDBvpidli, UioD.. Maicb 13. igio 



A FUcker*! Pood 

In a poem by the writer, " Mr. Flicker 
Writes a Letter", printed in Bikd-Lou 
for August, 1S99, are these lines in connec- 
tion with his food habits: 

"But my delicacy i* ants. 
Stump or hill inhabiUuitsi 
Thrusting in my sticky tongue, 
So 1 take them, old and young." 
Running back from our house in Pasa- 
dena is a walk made of the natural clay, 
packed down to nearly the hardness of a 
brick. For years I have seen occasionally 
upon that walk one of our beautiful 
California Flickers. But he seemed to be 
always on the watch. A ^ghtest move- 
ment at the near-by window, or on the 
screened porch, would send him flying 
with his brilliant under-wing display of 
old gold. It will be remembered that his 
coin is of a darker yellow than that of his 
eastern cousin. 1 had supposed that my 
'Golden Wings' came occasionally, like 
the California Thrasher, for crumbs that 
are put out daily for the smaller birds. 
But today I glimpsed him &rst and learned 
what he was after. Goiugthroughtheporch ' 
very slowly I escaped his vision tiQ I 
could get my head fixed at the edge of a 
curtain for observation: and he was very 
busy. Just beneath that brick-like surface 
the small brown ants have burrows. Lead- 
ing to these are openings in which a small 
lead pencil might be inserted. Mr. Flicker 
was pegging away first at one hole then 
another, enlarging and tradng them out. 
Then he would insert his bill far as possible 
and one could imagine the catch on his 
tongue, and detect the quick movement of 
swallowing. But not five seconds elapsed 
without bis lifting his head high to take 
a sweeping observation. After watching 
him for several moments I retraced my 
steps carefully hoping to leave him undis- 
tutbedin hisenjoyment, 1 was well within 
the bouse door when he took the alarm and 
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vrent off. I then w«nt out to see just what 
he had done. There were several places 
where he had exposed the tunnels from 
one to two and a half inches. At the place 
where one went deeper he had<enlarged it 
with his bill and the ants were again com- 
ing out in what he would, 1 suppose, con- 
sider paying numbers. — ^Garsett New- 
KIBK, Pasadena, CaliJ. 

A Friendly Blue Jay 

Thisisa true story of a Blue Jay. About 
the middle of September a wounded Blue 
Jay appeared at my farm at Bedford Hills, 
New York. One leg was broken, a wing 
was bruised, and its condition was alto- 
gether forlorn. John, a member of the 
household, took pity on him, bound up 
Ihe broken leg with adhesive plaster and 
gavti the bird comfort in many ways. The 
Blue Jay rewarded these friendly minis- 
trations with the most extravagant evi- 
dences of gratitude and affection. It 
followed John about his work, remained 
with him nearly all day and spent the night 
in John's room. If John took a walk, the 
bird kept him in sight, flying from tree to 
tree, and would come home perched on 
John's shoulder or his cap. Although 
demonstrating its attachment to its friend, 
it didnot like to be touched and reluctantly 
' allowed itself to be caught by the object 
of its affections. 

When John was laid up for some days 
with a slight ailment, the bird became more 
assiduous in its attentions to its bene- 
factor. It hardly left the sick chamber, 
spending the night perched on John's 
toes or near his head picking off any stray 
fly that presented itself. If John gave it 
some food, the bird would hide it after the 
way of its kind, perhaps placing it in a 
comer of the room under a newspaper or 
other object and from time to time lifting 
the edge of the cover to see if its treasure 
was safe. The strangest part of this strange 
love-making was the Blue Jay's call to 
John in the morning. It would insert its 
beak between John's lips and waken him 
by tapping gently upon his teeth. For 
weeksthiscuriousaSairwenton. Thebird 



was perfectly free. The windows were 
open and it came and went at will. 
Occasionally the bird betrayed the ma- 
rauding instincts of its race by snatching 
some glittering object and hiding it, but 
commonly its behavior was' most d6mestic. 
After the bird had been a guest of our 
houseforeixorseveM weeks, the time came 
for the family to move to the city. Fear- 
ing that the wild bird would injure itself 
against the wires if confined in a cage, a 
band box was prepared with slits for 
ventilation, and in that the bird made the 
journey. John kept his visitor shut up for 
a week or ten days until it should be 
accustomed to its new surroundings. But 
the time came when humanity demanded 
freedom for the bird and the top of the box 
was removed. The emancipated Blue Jay 
made for the open window and has never 
been seen since. Whether it became be- 
wildered and lost its way, or came to grief, 
or felt it had paid its debt to civilization 
we never shall know. John, who never had 
a bird friend before, is heart-broken and 
'Pou-i Pou-i' has left a household of mourn- 
ers. — HEUfiV MAK(,v\ND,Waihinilon,D.C. 



This past summer while at my cottage 
on the shores of Lake Superior, between 
Washburn and Bayfield, Wis., one cold 
day the middle of August my attention was 
attracted by a peculiar metallic bird-note, 
"like the creaking of a rusty bam-door 
hinge," which I at once took for the call- 
note of a Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Imagine 
my astonishment when I discovered a 
whole family of Evening Grosbeaks, a 
male, female and three young birds, feed- 
ing on the half-ripe fruit of an elderberry 
which grew close to our living-room 
window. There could be no mistake about 
their identity, (or we were within ten feet 
of them and had ample time to observe 
their actions. Though the young were 
well able to feed themselves, and did, 
now and then one of the parent, birds 
would pluck a berry and thrust it into the 
open beak of a young one; then the whole 
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fanuly would go on feeding as before. 
The young birds could fly for short dis- 
tances but were very awkward upon the 
<riiiK, much preferring to sit and ruminate. 
They were undoubtedly only a short time 
oul of the nest. For three days the family 
were about the cottage, or until they had 
clesned the elderberry of fruit, and then 
disappeared. Later I think 1 discovered 
the nest in which the young were hatched. 
in a low shrub close down by the edge of a 
purling trout stream just below the cottage. 
The nest was loosely built of dead grass 
and small twigs, and contained the remains 
of greenish-blue eggs, lightly flecked with 



we hastened to photograph them, also to 
release them immediately thereafter with 
profuse apologies. 

On the eleventh of November the trap 
was moved from its barnyard home to the 
vicinity of our feeding box, in an effort to 
reduce the number of English Sparrows 
who daily feasted there. 

Two English Sparrows were left in the 
trap as decoys. A casual glance a little 
later revealed, not a trap full of English 
Sparrows, but a Loggerhead Shrike, the 
first one we have seen in tbb vicinity, 
frantically endeavoring to make a meal o( 
our imprisoned Sparrows. He was not 



brownish spots. Of course I could not be 
sure of the Identity of the nest, though 
there was not a shadow of doubt about the 
birds. — 0. W. SuitK, EvanmUt, Wis. 



shy about it either, as he stayed for half 
an hour before finally deciding that those 
Sparrows were making him ridiculous. — 
W. B. Pebley, Jk,, Ojibway, Onlaria. 



The Adveotures ol • Sparrow Trap 

Imagine our feelings when we found 
thirty English Sparrows in a patented 
Sparrow trap that we had scoffed at for 
six months. One might think that our 
trap, having vindicated itself, would rest 
on its laurels, but nol Several weeks later 
we found three White-crowned Sparrows 
in its capacious interior. 

As this member of the Sparrow family 
is rarely seen under such < 



Sparrow Meets Sparrow 

The first part of July, 19JO (unfor- 
tunately, I did not record the exact date), 
1 discovered a pair o( Chipping Sparrows 
building a nest in a Baltimore Oriole's nest, 
which has hung for several seasons about 
fifteen feet up in an old apple-tree in our 
yard. In this nest within a nest there were 
to be strange happenings. 

I was away from home much of the 
time and so paid little 
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birds after tbe nest was built until the 
early evening of July 3^. Then I noticed 
that there were at least tbree, good-sized 
young in tbe nest, though the high edge of 
the Oriole's nest made it difficult to see 
the contents well. I also detected some 
kind of a commotioD about the nest, in 
which an English Sparrow was undoubtedly 
concerned. 

The next afternoon trouble in the apple- 
tree was still present in the fonn of the 
English Sparrow. I watched with field- 
glasses from the porch about twenty-five 
feet away and on the lawn under the tree 
for the greater part of the afternoon. I 
do not attempt to explain my observations, 
but the foltowiog is what I saw; 

On the edge of the nest was a female 
English Sparrow making vicious stabs at a 
Chipping Sparrow that was trying to go to 
the nest with a worm. Sii or seven times 
(I did not think to begin to count at first), 
did that Chippy make the attempt before 
it succeeded. Almost constantly the 
intruding Sparrow continued on the watch. 
Sometimes she would sit motionless on the 
edge of' the aest only moving her head to 
watch the Chipping Sparrows when they 
approached, and then peck at them when 
they were within reaching distance. At 
other times she would perch in the branches 
and dash to the attack when the parents 
came with food. No male English Sparrow 
came near. Also I several times saw her 
drive away another female Englbh Spar- 
row as fiercely as she did the Chipping 
Sparrow. Once I saw her snatch a sizable 
green worm from the beak of a psirent 
Chippy and fly away with it. Frequently 
she came to the nest and went through the 
motions of feeding tbe young herself, but 
I could not see that she had anything in 
her beak. Several times she did this im- 
mediately after a Chipping Sparrow had 
fed, and, although I could not prove it, 
because her motions were so rapid, it 
looked to me as though she snatched some- 
thing from a young bird's beak. The parent 
birds did manage to feed the young occa- 
sionally by working quickly. A little later 
I distinctly saw the English Sparrow 
remove eicreta from the nest and carry 



it away. She continued at intervals her 
apparent process of feeding the young, and 
once I saw her give one a worm. Occa- 
sionally she left the tree and went hunting 
down in the grass, usually going through 
the feeding process upon her return. 

What could have been the reason for 
such exceptional conduct? One might say 
that by some chance the English Sparrow . 
also had young in the nest, but all the 
young I saw were decidedly Chipping 
Sparrows, and called like them. 

The next day I was unable to make 
observations, and in another day all the 
young had left the nest.^ — ^Mabel R. 
Wiggins, Bast Morion, L. I., N. V. 

A Catbird Poundation 

While looking after my bird nasts last 
May I discovered that the Catbirds had 
built their nest in the lilac bushes and by 
June 10 four young ones had left the. nest. 
A pair of Robins looking for a nesting-site 
for their second brood, now built a second 
story to the deserted nest and by July i 
they had four eggs which, in due time 
hatched and the brood was reared in 
safety. — R. J. Miodletom, Jefenonvillt, 
Pa. 

Mockingbird Wioiers io I«wb 

On December 15, 1910, at noon, I was 
surprised by a visit from a strange bird. 
The feeding-shelf is just outside tbe 
kitchen window and while we noted the 
bird's markings it very leisurely inspected 
all the arrangements and foods displayed, 
ate of sunflower and wild rose seeds, and 
finally, after five or ten minutes, flew away. 

On the i6th I saw it four times, twice on 
the shelf. On the i8th it visited the shelf 
and on the 19th was in the yard. 

I find in 'Birds of Ohio,' p. 196, that 
"C. H. Morris, 00 Jan. 35, 1903, in 
company with E- J. Arrick, found and 
captured a Mockingbird near McConnell&- 
ville, Ohio." Also, Blanchan, in 'Bird 
Neighbors,' p. Sa, records that "even in 
midwinter the Mockingbird is not unknown 
in Central Park, New York City." 

With this evidence added to my own 
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concluuons, based on iilenti6c«tion ftod 
elinunation, I feel confident that my visitor 
was » Mockingbird. — Mrs. F. L. Battell, 

A Tutted Titmouae Story 

Reading of the Tufted Titmouse in 
BiKi>-Lox£ prompts me to describe my 
experience with this to me entirely new 
bird. I hear its beautiful call of three notes 
while I am writing; in fact, it is this call 
which started me doing what has been on 
my mind for some time. 

It was in May last year when 1 distinctly 
heard one of my chicks call in a rather 
distressed and persistent manner. I sent 
a boy to the chicken yard to see what the 
trouble was. He reported that there was 
nothing wrong with the chicks, and that 
the calling came from the woods near by. 
We stopped work to investigate, as is our 
custom when the song of a strange bird is 
heard, and soon discovered two beautiful 
mouse-colored birds, lighter grey on the 
under side and with crest, a mark which 
enabled us to locate them on the chart — 
and we do not often feel so sure that we 
get the correct name. 

In the woods, and in fact all about our 
place, are many bird-houses, and the 
Tits showed a lively interest in an old, 
obsolete Bluebird-house. 

In summer we eat our meals in a tent 
the whole north side of which is wire- 
screened. Just outside of this, and within 
sii feet of our table we have a feeding plat- 
form. In summer this is mostly visited 
by Catbirds. We cater to them by soaking 
bread in milk which they seem to relish, 
and sometimes we add boiled rice. 

It was not long before our new friends 
discovered this feeding shelf to which they 
came often, and there was a new interest 
in life for us. In due time they brought 
their four young, and amidst a good deal 
of 'scrapping* they all got their fill. Two 
of the young would often cling to the pole 
underneath the shelf, but they would never 
all eat at the same time. 

We saw much of them all the autumn, 
but as seeds ripened they came less and less 



to feed. In November and December we 
often did not see them at all for da}a. 
but I believe that they were never absent 
for more than a week. — Albert P. Gbeiu, 
Toms River, S. J. 

Note* from Collias, N. Y. 

I was much interested in the notes in 
Bixs-LoRE, May-June, igzo, on Robins' 
nests and regret that I did not have 
photographs of several I bave observed. 
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I NEST 



One built under a wagon, several have 
built on the fire-escape starting as many as 
four to eight nests, at the same end of the 
stairs, one above the other. One Robin 
used the same nest (see photograph) on 
top of a window of a cottage for at least 
four years, adding to it annually until it 
nearly toppled over. The nest was removed 
in painting the cottage, but another was 
built this year. Robins build just outside 
the noisiest wards. Several have built in 
low spruce trees in the hedge and one in a 
hollow in the trunk of a tree. 

The House Wrens certainly do destroy 
eggs and nests of Bluebirds, as well as 
those of English Sparrows. They will 
break the eggs and drag out the nests. 

An abundance of cotton put out for 
birds has been used by Yellow Warblers, 
Goldfinches (which began to nest May 30) 
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and Cedar Waxwings. A Brown Creeper 

and Red-breasted Nuthatch fed at my 
stations, with Chickadees, White-breasted 
Nuthatches, and Do wnies. The Chickadees 
and Nuthatches fed from my hands and 
several more confiding ones took nuts from 
my lips. 

A dead tree so full of holes that we call 
it the 'apartment stub' held at once in 
its man)' openings a Flicker, Downy, and 
a Bluebird, but the latter was driven o& by 
an English Sparrow. The Chickadees 
made many holes in a fickle manner, half 
finishing them and then taking others. — 
(Db.) Anne E. Perkins, CoUins, N. ¥. 



tried out for a season and found very use- 
ful. 

Instead of fastening the house up with 
nails I make a small hole on each side of 
the box, near the roof and near the back. 
Through these holes, and extending about 
a foot on each side, I slip a piece of strong 
but flexible wire. The wire must be strong 
enough to support the box, but not so 
heavy that it may not be easily bent. 
I then drive two naib into the tree or other 
support on which the box is to be hung, and 
a little higher up than the place for the 
box to rest. The nails should be about a 
foot further apart than the width of the 
box. The wire I then twist about these 
nails, making sure that the box hangs 
straight down and is level. It will be found 
that this supports the box firmly against the 
tree, and that the wire is practically 
invisible. A few seconds' time is sufficient 
in which to untwist the wire and take the 
box down, or place it in position. The 
nails may remain in place for use again. 
Heavy wire, with books formed at each 
end for attaching to the nails, is a satis- 
factory arrangement, but requires more 
careful work in accurately measuring 
distances, etc., the first time the box is 
hung. — Emilv a. Corning, St. Paul, 



Hanging the Bird-Houae 

Like other bird-lovers I have found the 
annual putting up and taking down of 
bird-houses to be a good deal of a nuisance, 
and the means of attaching them to trees 
or other supports by means of nails or 
screws a very unsatisfactory method. Re- 
cently I hit upon a plan which I have 



Birds and Salt 

I was much interested in what Esther 
Reeks, Boulder, Colo., said about 'House 
Finches Eating Salt' in September- Octo- 
ber Bird-Lore, 1930 (page 286). It was 
the first published note on salt-eating by 
birds I have ever. seen. From some cas- 
ual observations I have made, I have 
been led to believe that some birds like 
salt nearly as well as cattle, horses and 
other animals, and if they had access to it 
at all times, a general liking for it would 
soon be developed. 

Across the road from our house, in a 
pasture, there is a trough where barrel 
salt is kept most of the time. English 
Sparrows can be seen on and around this 
trough nearly every day, and if one looks 
closely, they can be seen industriously 
picking away at the salt. While they are 
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the chief victors to the trough, I have also 
Mourning Doves, Crows and some other 
common birds there apparentJy eating 
fragments of salt. I have given salt to 
chickens and find that they eat it greedily. 
The above notes are not by any means 
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conclusive, and if the fact that birds like 
salt has not already been established, 
it should offer some opportunities for 
interesting experimental work at feeding 
stations, etc. — Fbed J. Piekce, WirUkrop, 



THE SEASON 
XXIV. December 15, 1920 to February IS, 1931 



Boston Region. — The winter in 
Massachusetts has been mild, so far, with 
very few cold days. About Boston the 
ground has been bare, or covered by only 
two or. three inches of snow. These con- 
ditions are in marked contrast to those 
of last winter when periods of intense 
cold were protracted and the snow-fall 
was over ten times as great. 

The scarcity of birds reported two 
months ago has been no less noticeable 
during January and February. Not only 
is there a total absence of the irregular 
winter visitors, the Grosbeaks, Redpolls, 
and the Crossbills, but in thb region 
there are very few of the usual winter 
visitors, such as Tree Sparrows, Juncos, 
and Golden-crowned Kinglets. Permanent 
residents also — Chickadees and White-bd- 
lied Nuthatches for example — are. present 
in numbers far below normal. During 
midwinter excursions into the country, 
although the sun shone brightly and the 
air was soft and spring-like, we found the 
woods and thickets deserted, and for mile 
after mile as silent as midnight. 

This absence of birds set us thinking, 
wondering where the birds are which 
usually spend the winter with us, and why 
they did not move southward this season. 
Observers who visited northern localities 
last autumn reported a good crop of pine- 
cones there, and hence predicted that 
there would he no invasion of Crossbills 
into New England; perhaps the successful 
fruiting of birches, alders and other trees 
similarly accounts for the absence of Red- 
polls and Pine Grosbeaks. 

Mr. Edward H. Forbush advances the 
ingenious explanation of the rarity of 
the smaller passerine birds which usually 



winter here. He says in Bulletin XXXVII, 
Division of Ornithology (Mass.), Jan. 31, 
1911: "Perhaps this (scarcity) may be 
accounted forinpartby the fact that many 
individuals that were accustomed to stay 
here were killed oS by the severe weather 
of last winter." This suggestion becomes 
very significant when considered in the 
lightof Mr. S. Prentiss Baldwin'sdiscovery 
that many individual birds pass the winter 
in definite localities. 

The Evening Grosbeak has become, of 
late years, such a regular winter visitor 
in eastern Massachusetts that some 
explanation other than the abundance of 
food in the North seems necessary to 
account for its non-appearance this year. 
The favorite food of thb Grosbeak while 
wintering here is the seed of the box elder 
(Acer negttndo) and it has been suggested 
that extensive planting of these trees 
between New England and the Great 
Lakes has resulted in inducing the birds 
to extend their winter range toward the 
southeast. Examination of the fruit of the 
box elder trees in Lexington, Mass., shows 
that, although the trees appear to have 
ripened seeds this winter, a large propor- 
tion of the embryos are so withered that 
they would be worthless as food for the 
Evening Grosbeak. The failure of this 
crop of seeds, if at all general, may be 
responsible for the absence of this bird 
from New England. 

If observers who live on the Grosbeak's 
line of travel to the Atlantic Coast will 
examine the seeds of the box elder in their 
respective localities and report the results 
to me, I shall be glad to summarize them 
for publication. — Winsor M. Tvleb, Ltx- 
inglan, Mais. 
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New Voik Rzcion. — Mid-December 
to the first of Febniuy the seuon was 
rem&rkably mild aod open. A short cold 
snap in each of the last two weeks of 
January, aTid a snowstorm which whitened 
the groimd for the first time, the very end 
of the month, provided but a taste of 

Response to these conditions fay bird- 
life is found io records of various species 
north of their ordinary winter range, for 
which see the Christmas Census in the' 
preceding number of Bikd-Loke. Of 
other such records which have come to 
hand the most noteworthy is that of a 
small flock of Tree Swallows wintering at 
Long Beach, L. I. They were observed on 
New Year's Day by E. F. Bicknell and 
Charles Johnston. Another observer (W. 
C. Starck) reports "six of the Tree 
Swallows still left of the original ten," 
Long Beachj February 13. AtMast)c,L.L, 
a Catbird and flock of 30 Mourning Doves 
were noted January i, and a Savannah 
Sparrow on January a (]. T. N.). At this 
same locality several Wilson's Snipe were 
present, December iS (R. Floyd, Jr.). 
The bay marsh where tbey occurred is 
suitable for migrating rather than winter- 
ing individuals and they were likely mov- 
ing south late. That this species did winter 
00 the island, however, is evidenced by 
two in the hands of gunners, and one or two 
more heard at Elmhurst, January S (H. S. 
Boyle). 

There appears to have been a small flight 
of Bluebirds the first week in January. Six 
or eight are reported from the vicinity of 
Yonkers, January 3 (Gladden), and on the 
same date a flock of upwards of 50 at 
Oyster Bay (W. B. Nichols). January 9, 
a number. Oyster Bay — Purple Finches 
with them; and Bluebirds observed in the 
vicinity through the rest of the month 
(W. B. N.). The Purple Finch has been 
unusually scarce this fall and winter. 
Ita presence with these Bluebirds is in 
line with the opinion that they had just 
come in from further north, and form the 
rear of the southward movement, com- 
posed of birds which, under ordinary 
drcumstances, would have passed in late 



fall. A male Chewink is reported from 
Bronx Park, January 15 (L. S. Crandall). ' 

From up the Hudson (M. S. Crosby, 
Dutchess County) five Wilson's Snipe are 
reported on January 16 from "Brick-yard 
Swamp" where they were observed in 
eariy December; a Rusty Blackbird and 
a Sapsucker, January 16; a Red-winged 
Blackbird and 34 Crackles, January 12 ; a 
Mourning Dove, February 13; and a Coot 
at Constitution Island, January 7. 

It is interesting to enumerate these 
unusual instances, but they stand out 
against an apparent scarcity of passerine 
bird-life, as compared with an ordinary 
winter. This scarcity can be explained by 
the effect of the very severe winter preced- 
ing on the personnel of birds which might 
ordinarly winter in the region, and the 
absence, also, of individuab driven south 
or coastwise by severe weather. In the 
interior of western Long Island (near 
Garden City) Meadowlarks were noticed, 
apparently in migration, from December 
IS to 13, after which date they seemed to 
have gone; but on January 15 there was a 
flock of 8 or 10 at Garden City, already in 
song, and a few, perhaps members of thb 
same flock, have been continually present 
since. No Horned Owls were heard the 
first of the year at Mastic, a favorite 
resident locality for them where tbey were 
unusually plentiful the winter of ipig to 
igio. They likely had wandered because 
of an observed scarcity of rabbits, and one 
or more Homed Owls, reported from the 
outskirts of New York City this fall, 
and winter, niay have been such wan- 
derers.— J. T. Nichols, New York City. 

Washingtoh Region. — Notwithstand- 
ing the mild winter weather about Wash- 
ington during December, 1910, and 
January, igit, birds have been neither 
unusually numerous nor conspicuous. 
Perhaps the lack of snow, cold and high 
winds has induced the birds to remain 
more on the uplands and has less concen- 
trated them in the valleys and other 
sheltered place*. Be that as it may, the 
open winter of the northern United States 
has at least had an influence on the 
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□umben of northern winUr visitors hen, 
u we hkve had no reporti of such birds 
u the Fine Siskin, Red-bieasted Nuthatch, 
White-winged Crossbill, Snowflake, Amer- 
can Pipit, Northeni Shrike and Swamp 
Sparrow. It is, of course, possible that the 
lack of information regarding the occur- 
rence of these species is due in part to lack 
of observation in favorable places, but it is 
neveithelcH true that northern birds, such 
as the Winter Wren, have been of teas fre- 
quent ai^[>eaTanc:e than usual, and the same 
remark will apply to most species of Hawks. 

On the contrary, some common winter 
visitors, such as the Junco, White-throated 
Sparrow and Fox Sparrow, have been as 
Dumerous as Kvei. The Myrtle Warbler 
apparently has been more often taea than 
is the rule during the winter, foi we have 
records in December uid January from 
variouslocalitiesinthisregion. TheRobin, 
which i* nearly always a rare winter bird 
about Washington, was seen on January 
4, igai, and also later in the month. 
Purple Crackles were noted on January 
15 by Miss M. T. Cooke, and doubtless 
were present during the entire winter, 
although we have no other reports. A 
Catbird was seen by Mr. and Mrs. L. D. 
Miner near Rosslyn, Virginia, close to 
Georgetown, on January i, and was kept 
under observation for neariy ten minutes. 
This is apparently the only District of 
Columbia record for the month of January, 
although the species was noted on Decem- 
ber 31, 1883. The occunences just men- 
tioned may well have been due to the mild 
winter weather, as was possibly also that 
of the American Coot, seen near Washing- 
ton by Mr. J. Eittredge, Jr., on December 
19, 1910, which date is nearly a month be- 
yond the previous latest record of the spe- 
cies in this vidnity, November 16, 1916. 

As possibly worthy of mention, a Pil- 
eated Woodpecker wat observed at its 
roosting hole by Mr. E. A. Preble on 
BuUncck Run, near the old Leesburg 
tuin[»ke, on January 33, 1911. This spe- 
cies is of considerable rarity about Wash- 
ington and is confined to the wilder and 
more heavily timbered parts of the coun- 
try. The only Crossbills reported are eight 
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individual* of the American Crossbill, seen 
by Mr. F. C. Lincoln on the lower part of 
Difficult Run, December iG, 1910. It may 
also be worthy of note that an adult Bald 
Eagle was noticed on December 3 soaring 
over the northern part of the city of Wash- 
ington, for, though the species is of com- 
mon occurrence along the Potomac River, 
both below andabove Washington, it seems 
not frequently to visit the city itself. 

It is of perh^>s more than passing inter- 
est that even the relatively mild weather 
of this winter has not roused the song 
birds to song, for even such common winter 
singers as the Carolina Wren, the Cardinal 
and the Mockingbird have been heard 
singing very little during either December 
or January. 

While the various species of Ducks that 
regularly resort to the Potomac River in 
considerable numbers during the winter 
months have been present during December 
and January, they have been for the most 
part apparently not nearly so numerous in 
total numbers of individuals as during 
last winter, evidently a direct result of the 
milder weather which has enabled them to 
remain on good feeding grounds farther 
north. The list of the twelve species so far 
observed this winterisasfollows; Mallard, 
Black Duck, PinUil, Shoveller, Greater 
Scaup, Lesser Scaup, BuSehead, American 
Golden-eye, White-winged Scoter, Ameri- 
can Merganser, Red-breasted Merganser, 
Hooded Merganser. Of these the most 
numerous have been the Greater Scaup, 
Lesser Scaup, Black Duck and Americas 
Golden-eye. Three Shovellers, noted by 
Mr. F. C. Lincoln, on December rG, near 
the Potomac River at Difficult Run, form 
the latest local record that we have, since 
no one has previously reported the species 
beyond October 38 (1887). The Buffle- 
head, noted by Mr. E. A. Preble near 
Dyke, Virginia, on December 19, is also 
an interesting occurrence as the spedes 
is not very common in this vicinity. 

The Whistling Swan, which for several 
years past has regularly vi^ted the 
Potomac River below Washington, re- 
turned to Wide water, Virginia, about 
October 30, so we are informed by Miss 
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Pickett Waller, whose previous observa- 
tions on this SwaD at the same place have 
been recorded in these columns. In De- 
cember of this winter there were several 
hundred individuals about Wide water, 
although they did not feed so near the 
shore as has ordinarily been the case. The 
majority of these birds disappeared about 
December 15, and Miss Waller bas seen 
only an occasional individual since that 
time. The increase in the numbers of the 
Whistling Swan as indicated by its re- 
appearance on the Potomac River during 
the past few years is one of the most 
interesting developments of the protection 
aSorded waterfowl by recent protective 
legislation. — Haksy C. Obebholser, 
Biological Survey, Waihinfton, D. C. 

Minnesota Region. — The weather dur- 
ing the past two months has been ab- 
normally mild for the time of year. There 
have been no considerable falls of snow 
and none that has remained on the ground 
in the southern part of the state, and 
only six to twelve Inches in the northern 
counties where it is usual to have three or 
four feet at this time of the year. At the 
present writing the ground is practically 
bare in the southern half of the state and 
the ice on the lakes is only fifteen to 
eighteen inches thick compared with 
nearly three feet last year. Not for many 
years bas there been such a mild, snowless 
winter. The Mississippi River below the 
Falls of St. Anthony has not been frozen 
and only rarely has it been cold enough to 
make the rapids 'steam.' 

Generally speaking, there has ap- 
parently been a more than usual scarcity 
of bird-life thus far this winter, only one 
or two observers reporting any consider- 
able number of birds. This applies not 
only to winter visitants but also to the 
familiar resident spedes. Thus the now 
large number of bird-lovers who maintain 
feeding stations have, with few eiceptions, 
been disappointed in the number of their 
callers. May it not be that, in the case 
of the resident birds, they are really here 
in normal numbers but that the mild 
weather and absence of snow make {t 



possible for them to take care of themselves 
without resorting to the proffered larders? 
A correspondent from far-away Pennsyl- 
vania, where conditions seem to be about 
the same, takes this view for granted: 
"It has been so mild here thb winter that . 
the birds haven't needed us and with the 
exception of the ever-present 'Downies,' 
a few Juncos and Tree Sparrows, we see 
none of our usual goodly company. What 
is their gain is our loss and I suppose we 
should be glad they are not forced to come 
to us for help — but we do so love to have 

Reports indicate that more individuals 
of the half-hardy species — birds that 
largely desert us during severe winters — 
have remained in the North this year. 
Word bas been received of the presence at 
various places in southern Minnesota of 
numbers of Tree Sparrows, Juncos, Brown 
Creepers, Red-winged Blackbirds, Homed 
Larks, Crows and less numerously of Rusty 
Blackbirds, Crackles, Golden-crowned 
Kinglets, Red-headed Woodpeckers, Wil- 
son's Snipe and still more rarely of an 
occasional Meadowlark, Flicker, Robin, 
Bluebird, Mourning Dove, Kingfisher and 
Marsh Hawk. A few Mallards have 
remained in open water in some of the 
streams and this Duck was present at 
Heron Lake "in immense numbers" 
until a few days after the middle of 
December. Lake Superior has remained 
unfrozen and there are present there many 
Golden-eye Ducks, Old Squaws, Mergansers 
and Herring Gulls, Crows, which usually 
leave the state during the winter, have 
been common and widely distributed. 

Of special interest are reports from 
Pipestone County (Mr. Alfred Peterson) 
and Lincoln County (Mrs. J. S. Campbdl), 
in the extreme southwestern comer of the 
state, that the Homed Lark is wintering 
there in large numbers. Mr. Peterson 
writes from Pipestone under date of 
February 14; "On Sunday, January 30, 
I heard and saw many Homed Larks 
scattered in many places on plowed ground, 
such places being preferred to pastures 
during colder weather or time of snow. In 
a'&eld three miles east of town I found 
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about 150 of them, as near as I could 
estimate, and about 300 Longspun in 
one flock." And on the (allowing day they 
"were to be heard and seen almost every- 
where, particularly in pastures, being 
more numerous on the whole than hereto- 
fore. They seemed to be in full song, many 
standing on stones or clods of earth while 
singing, and I noticed one soaring to a 
height of loa feet, just as they do in the 
spring (thermometer 54° plus at 2 p.y,)." 
The particular interest in this is that this 
bird has of late years been very scarce in 
many places where it was formerly abun- 
dant. 

Winter visitants have thus farnot been 
numerous. Snowy Owls have appeared in 
limited numbers, only seven reports to 
February 1 5, the most southern being from 
St. Peter, well down toward the Iowa 
line. Only five reports of Evening Gros- 
beaks, three of Pine Grosbeaks, six of 
Bohemian Waiwings, five of Snow Bunt- 
ings and three or four of the North- 
ern Shrike. Redpolls have been no- 
where abundant and reported from only 
three localities. Lapland Loogspurs have 
been noted at two places in the western 
part of the state, Mr. Peterson stating 
that they are wintering in large numbers 
in the vicinity of Pipestone, Pipestone 
County. 

Several correspondents continue to 
report seeing unusual numbers of Prairie 
Chickens. Mr. H. J. Jaeger writes that 
be saw, not long since, a flock of at least 
150 in each of three southwestern counties 
and many additional scattered birds. — 
Tbomas S. Robekts, Zoologkal Museum, 
Unntrsity of Miiuttsota, Minneapolis, 

Chicago Region. — This region has 
enjoyed the mildest January since 1906 
and this weather still prevails. The cold- 
est time during the recent psriod was the 
last week in December when the mercury 
dropped to around zero. Since then the 
temperature has averaged about thirty 

This weather seems to have kept away 
the usual winter birds from the North as 
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no Redpolls, Siskins or Crossbills have 
been reported. The only one here is the 
Northern Shrike, One seen at Beach by 
Mr. Gregory, December 16 and one at 
Willow Springs, January S by Mr. Abbott. 
However, a number of birds that generally 
go south are slaying here for the winter. 
Mr. Gregory reports a Lincoln's Sparrow at 
Beach, December 26 and Mr. Sanborn, a 
Flicker, February b. Meadowlarks and 
Bronzed (irackles have also been reported 
from here. On January 4 a hunter was 
arrested here with a young Black-crowned 
Night Heron which he had just shot. The 
specimen came into the possession of Dr. 
C. W. G. Eifrig, who preserved it. 

West of the city, about at La (rrange. 
Song Sparrows and Meadowlarks are 
reported and at Oak Park on February 6, 
Dr. Eifng reported a Fox Sparrow and a 
Robin. In the sand dunes of northern In- 
diana a Rusty Blackbird and Bonaparte's 
Gulls were seen by Dr. Lewy on December 
15. Messrs. Coffin and McBride report 
two Bluebirds here January 31. 

Other birds of interest (or this time of 
the year are Saw-whet Owl, Rough-legged 
Hawk, Red-headed Woodpecker and 
Brown Creeper, seen by Mr. G. A. Abbott 
about Willow Springs, January S. 

The common winter birds are here in 
their usual numbers, including Cardinals, 
Prairie Homed Larks and the winter 
Ducks, Mergansers, Golden-eye, Old 
Squaw and Scoter. — Colin Campbell 
Sanborn, Chicago Ornilhologieal Society, 
Chicago, III. 

Kansas City Region. — Midwinter has 
been marked by most unusual warmth. 
During the entire current period there have 
been scarcely ten days of cold, but com- 
paratively few birds have been present to 
enjoy the fine open weather. Unusual 
numbers of Doves in large flocks and 
scattered over a wide area have been found 
wherever there ar? suitable feeding places, 
and at least one flock of Crackles, contain- 
ing about two dozen birds, has wintered 
within the southern city limits. This bird 
does not stay here in winter in numbers 
except under the most favorable circum- 
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stances. Two other species not commonly 
foimd here at this season, the Kingfisher 
and Catbird, have both been noted, the 
former in some numbers. A lone Catbird 
wintering in the neighborhood of the 
Country Gub constitutes the only known 
local winter record (or this species. Cross- 
bills, Waxwings and Siskins, so common 
during recent winters, have been noted thb 
aeaEon only as stragglers, and not a single 
Puiple Finch has been recorded. 

Ducks stayed late and returned early. 
The last large flocks of south-bound 
Mallards were seen late in December, and 
by the middle of January impatient hordes 
of Pintails were noted congregating in 
restless rafts on the Missouri River. 
William Andrews writes from the Court- 
ney region that on January 35, at 5 p.u., 
the river near bis cabin was filled with 
immense Bocks of resting Pintails with a 
few Mallards mixed in. By actual count 
there were in sight at one time 43 flocks 
containing from 50 to 500 individuals 
each, and by dark these were being in- 
creased by the continual arrival of fresh 
hundreds. Canada Geese were noted in 
some numbers in late December and early 
January, birds that were doubtless winter- 
ing in this immediate neighborhood. 

Migrating Bluebirds and Robins, im- 
pelled by the balmy winter weather, moved 
into the city in numbers, and were singing 
early in January, perhaps a month in ad- 
vance of their normal time of arrival. 

Notes of interest received from Mr. A. 
Sidney Hyde, of Topeka, Kansas, indicate 
that a few Meadowlarks and Crackles 
wintered in that region, and that an early 
movement of north-bound Geese was 
noted. — Hakky Hauus, Kansas City, Uc. 

Dknvek Region. — This report will be 
of value only because of its negative 
characteristics, since it shows that thb 
region has shared in the actual or relative 
paucity of bird-life which has been so 
frequently reported from the eastern 
states during the past winter. The writer 
cannot recall any other winter in Colorado 
during the past twenty-five years, with so 
little bird-life about Denver, all of which is 



substantiated by his notes. This cannot all 
be due to his inability to be in the field 
as much as be wishes, for during other 
winters he has been equally busy in his 
vocation, without noticing so few birds. 
There have been, for example, no Chicka- 
dees or Long-eared Owls in the city, and 
very few Juncos (of the latter), principally 
the Montana form. Usually the Pink-sided 
and the Grey-headed Juncos are abundant 
hereabout all winter, yet during the past 
eight weeks they have been very rare 
about Denver. 

A twenty-mile motor ride in and about 
Denver any time between November and 
April should disclose hundreds and 
hundreds of Tree Sparrows and a goodly 
number of Song Sparrows, yet such a ride 
on December 35 uncovered but one Tree 
Sparrow and three Song Sparrows. It 
seems undeniable, from the writer's ex- 
perience, that there have been both fewer 
species and fewer individuals in the bird 
population of this region all this winter. 
It is his belief that an ordinary day to day 
survey of the neighboring foot-hilb and 
adjacent streams would show that our 
urban winter bird population had this 
year remained suburban. 

The two months embraced in this report 
have been mild, sunny, and with but two 
light snowstorms, all of which may in 
part account for thb suburban drift. 
Robins returning during the past week 
(February 13) may indicate the approach 
of the northward advancing Robin army. 
Two resident outposts of thb army were 
seen in Denver on December ig, which, 
however, is not an extraordinary record. 
The species which delights the writer most 
by its return in numbers in the early 
Spring b the Meadowlark, ten of which 
were noticed at the eastern edge of the 
city on February 9. He believes that our 
spring migrants will appear earlier than 
usual thb year. — W. H. Bbxciold, 
Denver, Colo. 

San Fkancisco Region. — After three 
dry winters, the northern part of the state 
is rejoicing in an abundant rainfall. It is 
difficult to estimate to just what extent 
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thu condition has affected bird distribu- 
tion without reports from all sections of the 
state. Id the Bay Region, there is an 
apparent reduction in the number ot 
Ducks on Lake Merritt and on the lakes in 
Golden Gate Park. This aSecU par- 
ticularly the fresh-water species, as 
Canvasbacks on Lake Menitt show no 
decreaM, while Pintails, according to Mr. 
Dixon, are about two- thirds as numerous as 
heretofore. The very abundance of fresh 
water in inland lakes and flooded areas 
might very well account for this diminu- 
tion as it increases the territory affording 
appropriate feeding ground. 

The land birds which show the effect 
of increased rainfall are the Bluebirds, 
Western Robins and Varied Thrushes. 
They are not conspicuously more abun- 
dant but they certainly are mote scattered, 
since they can dig worms anywhere regard- 
less of lawn sprinklers or irrigation systems. 
The western Robin, this winter, is a 
duplicate in behavior of its eastern cousin, 
as it hops about the lawns in the residence 
section instead of being limited to the 
neighborhood of berry- bearing trees or 
shrubs. 

One wonders whether Golden-crowned 
Kinglets and Red-breasted Nuthatches 
are mutually exclusive. Last winter 
Nuthatches were abundant but Golden- 
crowned Kinglets were very scarce. This 
year the tables are turned as the Kinglets 
arc abundant but Nuthatches are missing. 
Perhaps the cones provide nothing but 
worms this year. Crossbills are also 
lacking so far. Flocks of Cedar Waswings 
have been small and those of Bush-Tits 
very large. One is at a loss to account for 
the apparent shortage of Hermit Thrushes 
and Pipits. The latter are probably con- 
gregated somewhere in the Bay Region 
but have been few and far between in 
Berkeley. Perhaps they prefer dry slopes 
where the seeds have not all sprouted. 

Among the rarer land birds are the 
Orange-crowned Warblers, reported by 
several observers. Say's Phabe (December 
]), Western Gnatcatchers, again confined 
to a Claremont hillside, a White- throated 
Sparrow, on the campus of the University 
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of California, and a Western Mockingbird, 
observed in Oakland repeatedly between 
December ig and January i6, ay Miss 
Margaret Wythe. 

Among water birds one might mention 
the Green- winged Teal and European 
Widgeon on Lake Merritt, the abundance 
of Western Grebes on San Francisco Bay, 
and the frequency with which Gulls are 
seen in the parks of San Francisco and 
about the school grounds and University 
campus in Oakland and Berkeley. 

On the whole, the midwintec visitants 
(which always exceed in number the mid- 
summer residents) seem to me to be some- 
what below the average both as to number 
of species and of individuals. — Amelia S. 
Allen, Berkeley, Calif. 

Los Angeles Region. — December was 
characterised b> fine, mild weather with 
very little light rain, the storms that were 
so frequent on the northern coast not 
reaching this region until January. 

The Mountain Plover, reported in the 
last issue, remained in the locality where 
they were first seen throughout December, 
and were still there in very large numbers 
January ii. December lo, a Golden- 
crowned Kinglet was seen near the Arroyo 
Seco. This is the only record we have of a 
resident of the higher altitudes seen in 
lower regions this season. Townsend's 
Warblers have been several times reported 
from the Arroyo region. Echo Park, and in 
Pasadena gardens. A Pileolated Warbler 
has remained in Sycamore Grove through- 
out December and January. On December 
34, a female Phainopepta appeared in a 
garden where it has lived for two winters 
past. The pair of Blue-fronted Jays 
that nested in Griffith Park are still there 
with their two full grown young, and are 
tame enough to come down to share the 
luncheon of some of the park men. 

The Chinese Spotted Pigeon introduced 
some year^ ago seems to have become 
established in certain foothill localities 
where it b seen and heard at all seasons of 
the year. In December a Golden'winged 
Flicker came in company with several of 
the Red-shafted, to the Museum Building 
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in Exposition Park to eat the berries of the 
Virginia creeper on the walls, near the 
office windows, from which it was observed 
and fully identified by the Curator of 
Ornithology. In the open country many 
large flacks of Pipits, Homed Larks, 
Meadowlarks, are seen, as well as Western 
Larks, Chipping, Vesper, and Savannah 
Sparrows, and the usual Gambel's and 
Golden-crowns. A Cassin's Kingbird was 
seen December ii, and a flock of Willow 
Goldfinches in the olive- brown winter 
plumage. Large colonies of Crows have 
been reported from three different localities, 
and the Ferruginous Rough-legged Hawk 
several times. 

Mountain and Western Bluebirds, Cedar 
Wax wings and Western Rabins are 
occasionally seen, and California Purple 
Finches are abundant lince the storm af 
January. 

On January n, Mrs. F. T. Bicknell and 
two other observers found on the 
Frankly n Ca&an Reservoir a Holbtcll's 
Grebe and a, European Widgeon, both of 
which are very rare visitants to this region. 
Many Ducks were on the lake. Green- 
winged Teal being most largely repre- 
sented, their number being estimated at 
two hundred. Another party, of which the 
writer was a member, had a good observa- 
tion of the Grebe a few days later and 
also examined specimens in the Museum. 
They all believe the identification was 
correct. January 93 was a day of partially 
clearing weather, following the severest 



storm of the winter, which blanketed the 
mountains with snow, and, as in past 
seasons under similar conditions. Tree 
Swallows Socked into Echo Park in 
hundreds, circling about above the lake. 
Flocks of White-tbroated Swifts were 
noticed January 36 and jT. Nuptial flights 
of Anna's Hummingbird were very fre- 
quently noticed during December and 
January, and the females were seen gather- 
ing nesting material. February 1 a half- 
constructed nest was found and the bird 
observed at her work. 

Very heavy gales along the coast the 
first week in February resulted in an 
unusual assemblage of birds in Santa 
Monica Bay. On February 7 our party of 
observers found there about fifty Western 
Grebes, about twenty Red-throated Loons, 
three or lour Common Loons, with a few 
of the smaller Grebes, and one Royal Tern. 
Surf and White-winged Scoters, American 
Mergansers, Cormorants and Brown Pelicans 
were represented by small numbers. Out- 
numbering all other species combined were 
the Gulls. Calif omias were most numerous, 
and after them Che Ring-hilled. About ten 
Herring, five Glaucous- winged, a few 
Western, Heermann's and Short-biUed 
Gulls completed the list. It was truly a 
scene of 'Wild Wings,' wbtn aU the Gulls 
were in the air above a sea o( glorious color 
and life, the wind whipping off the spume 
from the flying surf. — Fkances B. 
SCHNEiDEK, Lai Anitles, Caiif. 
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SVFPLEUENT TO THE BlKDS OP ESSKX 

County, Massacbttsetts. By Chables 
Wendell Townsend, M.D. Memoirs 
of the Nmtall Ornithological Club, 
No. V. Cambridge, Mass., Aug,, igao. 
ig6 pages; one plate and one map. 

It is signiScant of the ever- increasing 
interest taken in ornithology that nearly 
loo pages are required to cover the in- 
fonnation acquired in the fifteen years 
which have elapsed since the publication 
of Dr. Townsend's 'Birds of Essex County.' 
With a large number of junior amateurs 
as competitors, Dr. Townsend has con- 
tinued active Geld work and is still the 
leading authority of his locality, able to 
judge and weigh the value of the numerous 
sight records. The result is one of the most 
convincing and valuable reports on a local 
area which has appeared since sif;ht rec- 
ords have enormously outnumbered those 
based on specimens taken. There is a 
most interesting preliminary chapter on 
'Changes in the Bird-Life o( Essex County 
since 1905,' a second, containing censuses 
of nesting birds and migrating Warblers 
in various restricted areas, and the bird- 
life of several ponds; while the third 
chapter presents the more noteworthy 
migration dates, records of occurrence of 
the rarer species, etc., of the past fifteen 
years. An excellent feature of the book is 
a brief recapitulation oJ the status of every 
species, even when no additional informa- 
tion has been obtained. The author's 
wide field experience is evidenced by many 
pertinent and interesting comments on 
life-history and field characteristics writ- 
ten in his usual easy and simple style. 
With all sight records of rare species, 
even unusual or extreme dates, the obser- 
vation b given with as much detail as 
necessary and iull credit is given to the 
observer. Many amateurs would do well 
to note that no observations are given in 
greater detail than those of Dr. Townsend 
himself, in spite of the fact that in years, 
knowledge, and experience, he outranks 
every other student in the county, and 



that his mere word would carry much 
more weight than theirs. — L. G. 

Bui-tETifj OF THE Essex ConNTv Okni- 
tholocical Club, Vol II, No 1, 
Dec., 1910. Salem, Mass. 54 pages; two 

This second number of the Bulletin 
shows that the Essex County Ornitho- 
logical Club has fully lived up to the 
promise of its first year. The record of its 
regular meetings shows an average attend- 
ance of over twenty, an example which far 
older organisations might well envy. 
'Notes on the Lincoln Sparrow,' by E, H. 
Forbush; 'At a Food-Shelf,' by Albert P. 
Morse; 'Variations in the ^ong of the 
Whip-poor-will,' by Rodman A. Nichols; 
'Notes on the Ipswich Sparrow,' by C. J. 
Maynard; 'Imitative Construction of Birds' 
Nests,' by Edmund S. Morse; 'Notes on 
Bird Nests,' by Walter E. Bates; 'On the 
Nesting, Song and Play of the Tree 
Swallow and Bam Swallow,' by C. W. 
Townsend, M.D,; 'The White Gulls at 
Swampscott,' by Arthur P. Stubbs, are all 
pleasantly written, informative, or inter- 
esting papers. — L.G. 

The Omithological Magaiinea 

The Auk. — A leading article in the 
January Auk is 'The Dickcissel (SpUa 
americana) of the Illinois Prairies,' by 
Alfred 0. Gross. We have here the first 
part of a detailed study of this interesting 
bird which has completely disappeared 
from eastern localities where it formerly 
bred, but is abundant farther west, 
apparently increasingly so in places. The 
Dickcissel is "pre-eminently a bird of the 
meadows, where, for the state (of Illinois) 
as a whole, its concentration Is 81. i birds 
to the square mite," The dense low vege- 
tation of this type of land provides it with 
congenial nesting-sites. Fence-posts, tele- 
phone wires, etc., adjacent to the nest are 
favorite singing stations for the male bird. 
From here he delivers bis short unmusical 
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song, which gives the species its name, with 
remarkable persistence through the day, 
despite the midday heat, averaging seven 
or eight times per minute. The mate takes 
no part in construction of the nest or care 
of the young. In fact, in one case when 
his mate was killed by a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, a male continued tegular singing 
while the near-by young starved to death. 
This article is illustrated with four full- 
page plates, photographs of habitat, and 
nests with eggs and young. 

Harrison F. Lewis (in a paper which is 
to be continued) gives a detailed narrative 
' of the behavior of a nesting pair of the 
Philadelphia Vireo near the dty of Quebec, 
beginning with the nest under construc- 
tion. There is a careful summary of the 
known occurrences of the Bohemian Wax- 
wing in New England by Horace W. 
Wright, who met with this species in 
Massachusetts in the late winter of i9iS-ig. 

More technical are 'Notes on Ortalis 
tttula and Its Allies,' Miller and Griscom, 
reviewing this genus of Guans which are 
game-birds replacing the Grouse, to which 
they are unrelated, in the tropics of the 
New World. Oberholser finds that the 
Holbcell's Grebe is not a distinct species 
but a race of an Eurasian bird, as the 
Wil^n's Snipe is of the Old World Snipe. 
Little Brown and Sandhill Cranes are 
races of the same species ; but the American 
Bittern, though that bird's representative 
in America, is distinct from the European 
Bittern. He also separates a northern from 
a southern race of Blue Jay. There b an 
account of the 38th meeting of the 
American Ornithologists' Union held in 
Washington, by T. S. Palmer, its SecreUry. 

Under the general heading of faunal 
papers may be classed one on the birds of 
Hatley, Quebec, in tgig, by Mousley, 
as also some of the general notes. Among 
numerous records of unusual occurrences in 
'General Notes' are three of the Arkansas 
Kingbird in Atlantic states — Massachu- 
setts (September and November] and New 
Jersey (November). These corroborate a 
record from Montauk, New York, in thC 
Bisn-LoRE Christinas Census, which see. 
Judging from dates of migration of our 



eastern Kingbird it would seem that these 
stragglers far from their regular migration 
route are at a loss to find their way south. 
Charles L. Whittle describes a nest of the 
Water Ousel placed on a horizontal 
timber under the eaves of a lean-to directly 
over and some eight feet above the water 
of a small stream flowing through Fort 
Bidwell, California.— J. T. N. 

The Wilson BtitLETiN.— The Septem- 
ber, 1910, number contains 'Some Inter- 
esting Records of Nebraska Birds for the 
Year 1919.' by Clarence E. Mickel and 
Ralph W. Dawson, in which four species 
are added to the state, based on specimens 
secured. David C. Hilton gives some 
'Notes on the Birds of the Fort Leaven- 
worth Reservation, Kansas,' based on very 
fragmentary observation during the spring 
of 1919. Only eighty-two species were 
noted, but some interesting local informa- 
tion about several was secured, showing 
that lack of opportunity is often more 
apparent than real. Dayton S toner 
discusses the frequency of Whip-poor-will 
calls, and Wetmore publishes an addition 
to his list of birds observed near Minco, 
Central Oklahoma. 

In the December issue Alvin R. Cahn 
lists 108 species observed in Itasca County, 
northern Minnesota, from mid- July to 
mid-August, a useful record in a region 
where dvilization will inevitably work 
much havoc. Howard Clark Brown pre- ' 
sents interesting evidence to show a north- 
ward movement of the Cardinal in north- 
central Iowa, and W. G. Ericksen gives 
some breeding habits of three birds of 
Chatham County, Georgia. We note that 
the Ground Dove has decreased nearly to 
the point of disappearance without any 
obvious explanation, just as has been 
recorded in northwest Florida. P. B. 
Peahody contributes a long review of the 
'Migration Records for Kansas Birds' 
by Bessie Price Doutbitt, published in 
previous numbers of the Wilson Bulletin. 
The improbability of many of the state- 
ments, and the fact that the data given 
did not support other statements was 
noted by the present reviewer in a previ 
QUI issue of this magasne. — L. G. 
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The nature lover who would live in 
complete harmony with his environment 
must find do small difficulty in explaining 
satisfactorily the wariare which exists 
between man and his fellow-creatures. 
So far as birds are concerned, wholly aside 
from direct destruction for sport, food, or 
leathers, the advance of what we call 
civilization is inevitably marked by the 
gradual retreat or entire disappearance 
of those species which for one reason or 
another cannot endure contact with man. 

The mere presence of man is often 
sufficient to drive away the wilder birds 
and the motor car, motor boat and air- 
plane have so increased man's ubiquity 
that one must now travel far to get beyond 
the sound of exploding gasoline. Marshes 
are drained, forests are felled and even 
the trees that remain have their nesting- 
cavities filled with cement and their 
foliage sprayed with poison. 

Returning to an oft-frequented winter 
resort in Florida we went to call on a 
Screech Owl and Flicker which, the year 
before, we had left peacefully occupying 
homes in opposite sides of a cabbage palm 
stub, only to find that the Village 'Im- 
provement' Society had replaced the dead 
tree with a living one. The general effect 
for the casiial observer was no doubt 
'improved,' but heedless improvements of 
this kind only sacrifice superficial appear- 
ances to the things that are really worth 
while. The little Owl sitting in grim 
quaintness at his door had made a host of 
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friends during the preceding winter and 
his place could not be taken by another 
palm tree exactly like a hundred others in 
its row. Fortunately, in this instance, 
those responsible for the birds' eviction 
were more than ready to repair an un- 
witting error and homes hollowed from 
palm logs were placed near the site of the 
stub. Within a week one was occupied by 
a Screech Owl and the other by a Flicker; 
possibly Ihe Owl and Ike Flicker that had 
been dispossessed. Incidentally there is a 
lesson here, lor the case admirably illus- 
trates how improvements and regard for 
the rights of other creatures may go hand 
in hand. 

From the Owl's home one may look 
out over the waters of the Atlantic where 
daily are being enacted countless tragedies 
in bird-life which are perhaps the saddest 
of any for which man is unintentionally 
responsible. 

We have all heard of the gradual 
substitution of oil for coal as fuel on 
steamers and have learned with satis- 
faction that this step in human progress 
would make unnecessary the killing work 
of stokers at flaring furnace doors in the 
bowels of a ship. But we did not realize 
that oil-burning or oil-bearing vessels in 
cleaning their tanks at sea spread a death- 
trap over the waters in which thousands 
of birds meet their fate. 

Today (February 15) the east coast of 
Florida is strewn with dead or dying 
Loons, Homed Grebes, Brown Pelicans, 
Gannets, Gutb and Terns whose plumage 
has become so clogged with crude oil as to 
be fuQctionless. A Brown Pelican, that 
looked as though it had been dipped in a 
tar-barrel, was a subject for the Icodaks of 
thoughtless tourisU at Daytona Beach 
who seemed not to realize the bird's hope- 
less plight, for birds thus affected must die 
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We understand that an appeal has been 
made to the Department of Commerce to 
instruct the captains of steamers not to 
clean their oil-tanks within twenty miles 
of land, but even should they comply, the 
birds of the high seas will still fall vic- 
tims to the onward march of civilization. 
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SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

Bdltcd by A. A. ALLBN, Ph.D. 

Addrcu th cominunlulioa* rcUtivc to th« work o( tbli 
depinmeaC la [he Editor, Conull Univenily, IthKi.N. Y. 

STRUCTURE AND HABIT 

With Photoirr»pht by the Autior 

Disciissini; the bird as a flying machine, we endeavored, in the last number 
of Bird- Lore, to point out how all birds are intrinsically alike in their general 
structure because of the physical requirements of flight. It remains for us, 
now, to call attention to the differences in the structure of birds arising from 
their varied habits, especially those of procuring their food. Whether the 
differences in the form of bills and feet that are found among birds are due to 
their different methods of securing their food, or whether it is the other way 
around, and their method of feeding is due to the differences in the structure 
of these parts, is a disputed point which we will not try to settle here. Suffice it 
to say that the majority of scientists today beheve that modiflcations of the 
individual bird which are the direct result of its environment are not inherited 
but that the process of 'Natural Selection' or the 'Survival of the Fittest' 
serves to weed out those birds which do not show adaptations to their mode of 
living, and the result is the same. That is to say, the differences in the form of 
bill, and feet, and wings that we are familiar with today are the sum total of a 
great many little and big variations that have been preserved through the 
course of evolution because they were adapted or well suited to the mode of 
life of the bird. That a beautiful adaptation between a bird's structure and its 
mode of life does exist, there can be no doubt, and one of the most interesting 
studies in ornithology is theendeavor to leam the reason for each little peculiarity 
of structure that we find in our familiar birds. 

The changes or adaptations that have occurred in the evolution of birds 
have been for the most part gradual. This is evidenced by the fact that today 
the birds that have arisen from common ancestors are still, for the most part, 
more like each other than they are like other birds, in spite of their diversity 
of habits. Were it not so it would be impossible to group birds into orders 
and families. The fact that some birds have been more plastic than others 
in their adaptations and have developed parallel with unrelated birds of 
similar habits, causes many of the difficulties in our present scheme of classi- 
fication. Thus the Hawks and Owls are really very distantly related, the Owls 
probably belonging with the Nighthawks and Whip-poor-wills, but because of 
the Owls' carnivorous habits, they look superficially like the Hawks and are 
still put with them for the sake of convenience by many American orni- 
thologists. Herons, Kii^shers, and Terns, likewise, have bills that are much 
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alike, adapted to spearing fish, but in otber respects they are very different and 
no one would think of calling them closely related. 

A good example of divergent evolution, on the other hand, occurs among 
the Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers, which are really closely related as shown 
by their anatomical structure, forming the order Longipennes, but which have 
bills which are extremely different in form, probably because of their differ- 
ent feeding habits. Shrikes, Grosbeaks, and Warblers, of the order Passeres, 
likewise, are similar in all their structures except their bills, and it is natural 
to suppose that they had a common ancestor and that their variously shap>ed 
bills have arisen as adaptations to particular feeding habits. But, as before 
intimated, it may be that the history of these birds was the other way around. 
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and that these diverse bills have persisted from the thousands of possible varia- 
tions of their ancestors because the individuals were able to adapt their habits 
to fit their modified structures. Indeed there is much evidence to support the 
belief that both factors have been important in the course of evolution. 

Irrespective of how the changes have come about, let us consider some 
of the structures or implements of birds in relation to the birds' methods of life. 
Let us suggest in a few paragraphs a field that promises rich rewards to the 
careful observer. — A. A. A. 

THE IMPLEMENTS OF BIRDS 

with Pboloinph by the Author 

When one passes through the halls of any of our large museums and in- 
spects the collections of mounted birds from all over the world, one is impressed 
by the great variety of form and color. Almost every imaginable combination of 
colors is found represented in the plumage of some bird, and the many modifica- 
tions of size and shajw are such as to leave one confused by the heterogeneous 
assemblage. One is almost led to believe that Nature has given loose rein to her 
imagination and allowed her most fantastic dreams to take the form of birds. 
Yet we are constrained to believe that there is a reason for everything, that 
no structure exists unless perfectly adapted to the function which it has to 
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perfonn. The varied colois of birds we may consider at another time; in these 
paragraphs we wish to consider some of the modifications of bill and feet, the 
implements of birds. 

The long legs, slender neck, and the great humped bill of the Flamingo, we 
are told, are eminently adapted to its peculiar method of feeding on the minute 
mollusc life of the tropical mud-flats where it Uves. The tremendous bills of the 



BLACK AND WHITE WHITE-WINGED EVENING GROSBEAK 

WARBLER CROSSBILL 

Divene fecding-lubits luve brought about th« veiy diuiiiuUr blLk In tb«e doKly related 
birdi. Note *1» (he diflereocei in their eyei 

South American Toucans and African Hombills serve as arms for reaching far 
out to the smaller branches for the fruits upon which these ungainly creatures 
feed. But let us consider the commoner of our North American birds with 
reference to their food and see if there are similar reasons for their variety of 
form. 

The Hawks, with their strong, hooked bills, sharp talons, and powerful 
wings fitted for the pursuit of small birds and mammals, we have already 
mentioned, and have noted that the type of bill and foot are so necessary to 
birds having a carnivorous diet, that the Owls, though unrelated, have developed 
similar structures. One group of the common perching birds, the Shrikes, have 
taken up a carnivorous diet and have likewise developed hawklike bills, 
although their feet are of the ordinary perching type and are not used to 
assist them in securing their prey. The Vultures, on the other hand, which have 
degenerated from a strictly carnivorous diet to one of carrion, while retaining 
the hooked bill for rending flesh, have lost the powerful talons and the accom- 
p)anying strength of limb through disuse, so that now they even spring from the 
ground with difficulty. 

But, if one examines more closely such a group of birds as the Hawks, 
all having the same type of food, one discovers differences of form of body and 
wings according to their method of securing their prey, as was pointed out in 
the last number of Bird-Lobe. There are, for example, those like the Red- 
shouldered and Red-tailed species, which find their quarry while soaring high 
in the air with their keen eyes fixed upon the ground. Hese have broad. 
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Touoded wings, fanlike taHs, uid rather heavy bodies. Others, like the Marsh 
Hawk, beat back and forth close to the ground, seldom if ever soaiing, and 
these have long narrow wings and slender bodies. Still others like the Cooper's 
and Sharp-shinned spedes, remain perched on some outpost awaiting the 
approach of their quarry and then dart out after it, and these have short, 
rounded wings for suddoi bursts of speed. 

Another group of animal feeders are those which feed upon fish, frogs, and 
crayfish. Practically all have long, pointed, javelin-like bills for spearing 
their prey, but their various methods of catching the fish have brought about 
modifications of their other structures. The Herons and Cranes, which catch 
their fish by stalking them in shallow water, have long, slender legs for wading 
and loi^ toes for distributing their weight and keeping them from sinking 
into the soft mud. The Kingfishers, on the other hand, which secure their 
fish by plunging from above, have little use for. their legs and these, following 
nature's economy, have degenerated. The Terns, likewise, with similar habits, 
have weak legs, although the toes are webbed for swimming. The Gulls, which 
have become scavengers and seldom ptimge for their food, have developed 
somewhat booked bills for rending the flesh of the larger dead fish upon which 
they feed. 

Another fish-eating bird, and one that plunges for its quarry, is the Osprey 
or Fish Hawk. This bird still retains the sharp, hooked bill characteristic of 
its family and so, instead of spearing its fish as does the Kingfisher, it catches 
them in its strong, sharp talons, 
and the soles of its feet are 
armed with sharp homy tuber- 
cles to cut through the sUme 
covering the fish and keep it 
from slipping from its grasp. 
When the Osprey rises from the 
water with its prey and flies to 
some high tree to devoilt it, it 
has merely to continue holding 
it in its talons in order to tear 
it to pieces with its strong bill. 
But when the Tern or the King- 
fisher rises from the water, the 
small fish is transfixed by the 
partially opened bill of the bird. 
(All of the fish which I have 
examined that have been speared 
by Terns or Kingfishers have 
shown the two holes made by pintail (Catovi). a dabbling duck 
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photograph of the Kingfisher with the small sucker on page 109.) Just how 
the bill is extricated is a mystery to me unless it b done under the water 
before the bird rises. Perhaps some observer, who has been more fortunate 
than I, can explain it. 

Others of the fish-eating birds, such as the Loons and Grebes, are expert 
divers and pursue the fish beneath the water. They have powerful legs with 
strong webbed or lobed toes, the legs being situated far back like the propeller 
of a boat so that, although most graceful on the water, they are extremely awk- 
ward and almost helpless on 
land. 

The group of insect-eating 
birds is large and varied, for 
there are many kinds of insects 
and many ways of securing them. 
Some insects hve in the soft mud 
about shores and marshes, and 
for these the birds must probe; 
some live among the leaves and 
harder soil of the forest floor, 
and for these the birds must 
scratch. Others live within the 
trunks and branches of trees, and 
to secure these the birds must 
be proficient carpenters supplied 
with chisels for gouging. Still 
other insects spend most of their 
time darting hither and thither 
CANVASBACK (Captive). A DIVING oucK 'D the Sunlight and these must 

Note the teUtiwIy ihort, ibick dkIl ind larfc ttei be CEUght On the Wing. Lastly, 

'' "* " ' there are those insects that hide 

in the grass or among the leaves of shrubs and trees, ind these must be searched 
out with keen eyes. And so, among birds, we have probers in the Snipe and 
Woodcock, acratchers in the Grouse and Quail, borers in the Woodpeckers, 
flight-feeders in the Swallows, Swifts, and Nighthawks, and gleaners in the 
Blackbirds, Thrushes, Vireos, and Warblers. In each group of birds we find 
those modifications of bill, feet, wings, tail, tongue, and eyes which best fit 
the birds for securing the insects in their particular way. 

Among the vegetable feeders the largest number live upon seeds and are of 
rather generalized structure except for their bills which are heavy and conical 
like those of the well-known Sparrows and carried to the extreme in the Gros- 
beaks. There are a few birds like our Hummingbirds, the tropical Honey 
Creepers, and the African Sunbirds which take a large part of their sustenance 
from the nectar of flowers. These birds have slender, probe-like bills and more 
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or less tubular tongues modified so as to be best suited for sucking the nectar 

from the various-shaped corollas of the flowers. Among the five-hundred-odd 

species of HummiDgbirds we find almost every conceivable variation in the shape 

of the bill, from those like Docimastes, with probes nearly three inches long for 

sucking the nectar from large tubular flowers, to those of the tiny Rhampho- 

micron, with a bill scarcely half an inch in length, so short that the Hummer 

alights on the base of the 

flower and pierces the nectary 

in an unlawful way. A few 

Hummingbirds have curved 

bills, one almost sickle- 

sh^)ed, and others slightly 

upturned, and all are adapted 

for feeding on particular 

flowers. 

Other vegetable feeders 
are found among the water- 
fowl, a considerable part of 
the food of many species con- 
sisting of the leaves, stems, 
or roots of aquatic plants. 
Their broad, flat, fluted bills 
and their curiously fringed 
tongues are excellently ad- 
apted for sifting their food 
from the silt and water, and 
their bills are so sensitive 
that they can locate their 

food no matter how roily the yellow-bellied sapsucker, a degenerates 
water or how dark the night. woodpecker 

_. r Ti I 11 J The S.p«Bckcr'« tongue i. BO loBwrbifbectindipmr-like nor 

One group of Ducks called g„„|y protu.ibk. but hu become ^on .»<] bn„h-like .t th. 

the Divine Ducks find their "p " "*"* "" i*t''«'i"ii »i>e mp which form ■ iirge p»rt oi 

, , , , ... the bitd'i lood. 

food m deep water and it is 

interesting to observe that in those species like the Canvasback and Scaup 
Ducks which dive without using their wings, the feet are placed far back 
toward the tail and are relatively very large. In the species like the Old Squaw 
that use their wings under the water and in all of the Dabbling Ducks, like 
the Mallard, Pintail and Teal, the feet are very much smaller. The Diving 
Ducks, likewise, have much shorter necks and stockier bodies than the Dab- 
bling Ducks, another adaptation to their mode of life. 

Finally, there are birds which feed almost entirely upon fruits, and a few, 
the Sapsuckers, which derive most of their nourishment from the sap of trees. 
This they secure by drilling series of small holes through the bark and establish- 
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ing regular 'sugar bu^es,' visiting the differeDt trees as often as the sap collects. 
Occasionally, it is reported, the sap ferments and the unsophisticated Sapsuckers 
are treated to a beverage which rapidly causes them to act in a quesUonable 
manner. Indeed one has been reported to have become so confused that it 
mistook a man's leg for the limb of a tree, and very often they fly into windows, 
or dash themselves gainst the sides of houses, or fly erratically through the 
trees as though they did not see very distinctly. Whether this is due to fer- 
mented sap or to some other cause, has never been definitely setUed, and there 
is still plen^ of opportunity for experiment and observation to establish the 
truth. The Sapsuckers are degenerate Woodpeckers, and althotigh they still 
retain the characteristic bill, feet, and stiff tails, their tongues, instead of being ' 
greatly protrusible, speartike, and armed with barbs as in the true Woodpeckers, 
have become split and brushlike for better gathering the sap. 

Were we to consider fully the food of all species of birds, we would discover 
that there is scarcely an animal or vegetable substance that does not furnish 
the food of some group of birds. Between the Loons and Grebes that find their 
food at the bottom of the lakes, and the Swallows that dart over the trees, 
there are birds, probing in]|the soil, scratching its surface, turning over fallen 
leaves, gleaning through the grass and herbage, searching the leaves and twigs . 
of shrubs, diiseUing in the trunks of trees, and climbing about the branches; 
and each bird has some adaptations, some modifications, some implements 
that are fitted to its own peculiar food and method of securing it — A. A. A. 



PROM YOUNG OBSERVERS 

BLACKCAPS IN OKLAHOMA 

I am ten years old, and in the 4th-A grade at school, and smce last February, 
a year ago, when Daddy brought home a copy of 'Bird-Life,' I have been very 
much interested in wild birds. Some time before that date. Daddy borrowed 
several copies of BibivLore, and then subscribed for the dear littie magaane. 

Our home is in Illinois, on a farm, with plenty of trees, underbrush, shrub- 
bery, and a big orchard, where the birds can build their nests, and we also have 
nest boxes for the Wrens and Martins, and window-boxes and feeding-shelves 
for the birds in winter. When we return home, we are going to plant bushes 
for seeds and berries, and a boulder bath-and-drinking pUce is to be placed on 
the lawn. 

We have been living in this dty since last October, and have only a small 
back yard, with just a few young trees, but we think that if we had put up the 
right kinds of bird-houses, and had put them up early enough, we would have 
had Martins and Bluebirds, and maybe Wrens, as well as the Chickadees. 

Many of the birds here are quite different from those we have at home, 
while others look almost the same, and realfy bekmg to the same families. The 
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stiangest bird here, is the Sdssor-tailed Flycatcher, which is very often seen, 
even flying ftround in town, and sitting on the telephone wires. But they don't 
always "utter their loud, harsh, chattering notes, on the wing," for about two 
weeks ago, three of them sat in a row on a wire behind our house for quite a 
while and they all took 'turn-about' with their 'siting,' acting just like 
they were ctowing. Among other new birds are: the Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
a much larger bird than the others of his family, and a better singer, though it 
sounds like he would choke in getting some parts of his song out; the Blue- 
gray Gnatcatcher, a neat, trim, sweet 
Uttle bird, but too active to watch very 
long; the Lark, Sparrow and the Red- 
bellied Woodpecker. 

Early one morning near the Ust days 
of March, Mother saw a pair of BUck- 
aq4>ed Chickadees searching around our 
house for a suitable place for a home, 
one even going down in the top of a 
piece of pipe, used for a clothes-Une post, 
. and she said, "Now if there was a box on 
top of that pipe, I believe they would 
use it." Daddy went down town and 
brought home a small water keg, about 
a gallon-and-a-half size. After taking oS 
the handle, and driving a cork in the 
small water hole, he bored a larger hole, 
just the right size for Chickadees, in the 
side of the keg near the top, and bstened 
it on tc^ of the clothes-line post 

Daddy says the only 'fad' we have 
is birds, and you may be sure we were 
all watching, the next morning, hoping 

that th. Chickadees would come back. '«' CHICKAOEE ANO H.s lEO HOHB 
Sure enough they returned, looked the keg over very carefully, and then flew 
away, after staying about twenty minutes. The second morning they came 
again, and began at once to carry bits of damp grass into their new home, pack- 
ing it down very firmly, and both kept at it until the keg was filled with short 
grass, almost up to the hole. Then they made a small hollow in the grass, at the 
back of the keg, opposite the hole, and lined it with bits of moss, string, dog 
hail, and cotton. They were having trouble to find lining for their nest, and 
Mother put out some little pieces of cotton, which the lady Chickadee seemed 
thankful for, and began to use at once. 

Five dny eggs were laid in this nest, and while Mrs. Dee-dee was sitting on 
them, we often saw Mr. Dee-dee bring a little green worm, or a bug and feed her, 
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and they would then both fly away to a small park, near our house. Almost 
before we knew it, the little Dee-dees were out of the eggs, and makmg their 
'sizzing' little calls for food, and the work of worm-bringing began in earnest, 
both Dee-dees being kept busy from early to late, trying to fill httle yellow- 
edged pink mouths, that were always open, and always hungry. 

After about two weeks the baby Dee-dees had been climbing up the inside 
of the keg, to look out of the hole, and each trying to be the first to get the worm, 
when it was brought, so Daddy wired a little perch across the keg, just below 
the hole, to see if it would help them to come out. In a few minutes the bravest 
little Dee-dee scrambled (or was pushed) out on the perch, shook himself, and 
at once flew to a near-by plum tree, where he began hopping from limb to limb, 
flirting his funny little tail, and looking so important. All four of the other 
Dee-dees followed the first one out of the keg, about one or two minutes apart, 
and all began to take little short flying trips, as fast as their little wings would 
rest up a bit, and seeming to worry their mama nearly crazy. They came out of 
the keg in the morning, and by the next morning, we saw no more of them, and 
we think the babies were guided to the little park, and there taught to hunt for 
the little green worms and white 'millers' that they like so well. 

They were all such clean-looking birdies, just the unage of their parents, 
but with short, cute little tails. Mrs. Dee-dee was a clean housekeeper, for we 
fotmd no mites about their home, after the young birds left the nest. Daddy 
put up a larger keg, with a larger opening in it, for Bluebirds, and two smaller 
Wien houses, but although a Jimmy Wren came and looked them over, and a 
pair of dear Bluebirds have been here several times, the houses are all empty, 
and we fear that the closely-built-up part of a city is not the best place to have 
bird friends. — Margaret Phillippe, Okmulgee, Okla. 

[One often wishes when he is compelled to move from one town to another that he 
could take his friends with him. In this story Margaret shows very delightfully how one 
who has bird friends does not have to move them for one finds them wherever be goes 
and it is easy to make new friends when he has good books to introduce them. — A. A. A-l 
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REPORT ON THE NATIONAL, PARKS SITUATION 



In the last issue of Bibd-Lobe an ac- 
count was given regarding the attacks 
being made in Congress on the Yellow- 
stone National Park. Bills had been intro- 
duced for the purpose of legalizing two 
projects whereby private parties could 
use the waters of the Park for conunercial 
developments. ■ 

First, H, R. iz.644, Introduced by 
Congressman Smith of Idaho, sought 
authority to build a reservoir covering 
8,000 acres in the southwestern part of the 
Park. Another bill, introduced by Senator 
Wakh of Montana., known as S. B. 3,554, 
sought to secure in Congress authorization 
to dam the Yellowstone Rjver and make a 
reservoir of the beautiful Yellowstone 
Lake. Smith wants water for irrigating 
lands in Idaho, and Walsh wants to use 
the waters of the Yellowstone River for 
irrigation north of the Park in Montana. 

There would appear to be no reason why 
the waters of the Fall River Basin and the 
vaters of the Yellowstone River could 
not be dammed up outside of the Park, 
but this is not what is wanted, for to do 
this the waters of the reservoir would cover 
lands, some of which would have to be 
paid for, whereas if the waters can be 
dammed up in the Park, no payment would 
have to be made, as the lands of the Park 



belong to the public. What these men are 
after is free storage base for the water 
that they want to use for private com- 
mercial purposes outside the Park. 

The plans which these men sought to 
carry out by means of Federal legislation 
would not only be detrimental to the 
Yellowstone Park, but the success of either 
would mean the setting of a precedent 
which would undoubtedly result in the 
eventual destruction of a large amount of 
the scenic beauty and interest of this 
territory, which nearly fifty years ago was 
set aside by Congress as an area in which 
the natural beauties of the region were to 
be forever preserved. 

When through the publicity of this and 
other organizations the general public 
became advised as to just what was taking 
place, protests in the form of letters, 
telegrams and petitions by the thousands 
were sent to se'nators and congressmen, 
with the result that it was found impossible 
to further advance either bill. 

That publicity killed the Fall River 
Basin project was admitted by Congress- 
man Smith of Idaho at a memorable hear- 
ing before the Select Committee on Water 
Power of the House of Representatives on 
January 6, igai, when many of us were 
present. Mr. Smith denounced the 
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Audubon Association and others for giving 
out, what he called misleading statements, 
and stated: 

"That sort of information has been 
disseminated throughout this country, 
and has scared the members of Congress. 
Many members of Congress have come to 
me within the last two or three weeks, 
who were in favor of the Fall River Basin 
project last session, who now say: 'Now, 
Smith, we are in favor of this proposition — 
we were in favor of it before — but my 
people at home are so aroused that it 
would l>e political suicide for me to vote 
for it and I, of course, will not be able to 
vote for it.' " 

To which Secretary of the Interior 
Payne, a little later replied: 

"Let me say, first, about the timidity of 
Congress; Congress is accustomed to 
propaganda. I do not know of anybody 
in the world so capable of measuring the 
value of propaganda as the Congress. So 
that I do not think the members of Con- 
gress are terrified because of some pro- 
paganda." 

To which Smith retorted: 

"You ask any one of them, and thev will 
tell you they are terrified and would be 
afraid to go home, almost, if they should 
vote for this bill." 

In addition to the National Association 
of Audubon Societies, many other organiza- 
tions and numerous individuals im- 
mediately took up the cudgel in defense of 
the Park. Chief among the other organized 
groups may be mentioned, the ,^me^ica^ 
Civic Association, which under the lead- 
ership o( J. Horace McFarland, has been 
lighting battles for the Parks for many 
years; the National Parks Association, 
New England Conference for Protection 
of National Parks, American Game Pro- 
tective Association, Mazamas, Sierra 
Clubs, and a committee of active men 
headed by Dr. George Bird Grinnell, of 
New York City. This .Association sent 
out 35,000 circulars calling the attention 
ol the public to the dangers that threatened 
the Park, and asking those who received 
the circular to file their protests with their 
s and congressmen. Contributions 
e also asked for, the money to be used 
1 National Parks Defense Fund. The 
■e immediate and effective, 



and the thousands of protests of outraged 
citizens that poured into Che Capitol 
resulted in stopping further progress of 
both of these bills and they died with the 
adjournment of Congress on March 3. On 
February iS, there was a Committee 
hearing on the Walsh Bill, on which oc- 
casion both sides of the controversy were 
heard. The Association was represented 
ably by our First Vice-President, Dr. T. 
S. Palmer. However, it never came to a 
vote in either House, but the Smith bill 
did pass the Senate and was more than 
once up for passage on the Unanimous 
Consent Calendar in the House. 

Another measure in which we were 
greatly interested was a bill for amending 
the Water Power Act, whereby three 
members of the President's Cabinet had 
been authorized to grant water power 
concessions in National Parks. The 
amendment which we favored proposed 
lo put this authority back in the hands of 
Congress. The move was bitterly fought 
by our opponents, but was carried in both 
Houses and the bill signed by the Presi- 
dent. The sum total of the campaign to 
date is that the friends of the Parks were 
able to kill both the Smith and the Walsh 
bill, and had sufficient strength left to 
amend the Water Power Act as described 

Action by the organizations interested 
in the preservation of the Parks and the 
wild life within their boundaries was not 
taken a minute too soon. 

The contributions sent in to the 
Association have been sufficient to meet 
our immediate needs and have also en- 
abled us to contribute financially to the 
expenses of two of the organizations with 
which we have been so intimately asso- 
ciated in this endeavor. It should be 
borne in mind, however, that while we 
have won the first battle, the opposition 
is gathering its forces for a new attack at 
the next session of Congress, and we shall 
have to make the light all over again. 
Mr. Smith has already served notice that 
he is going to make another attempt to 
get possession of the Fall River section 
of the Yellowstone Park; in fact he is 
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reported to have stated he is s^'^S ^o '^^' following statement shows the 

introduce b bill to take this entire territory income and expenditures of the Associa' 

out of the Park, and should he succeed in lion's fund for National Parks Defense 

this undertaking, it would, of course, then from December g, tgio to February i8. 

be easy to use the waters. igii. 

j^^Q^g PUMD FOR NATIONAL PARKS DBPBNSB 

Contributions JSiOT? 5* 

Expenses — 

Printing and muling 35,000 Circulars 9i>503 S3 

Postage on Circulars and Correspondence 501 50 

Expenses of Agent in Washington 81 70 

Slides illustrating National Parks 1 10 10 

Contribution to National Parks Association 690 oo 

Contribution to American Civic Association ijo 00 

Miscellaneous 3 Sa 3.>4i 35 

Balance unexpended, March i, 1921 (2,836 13 



FEDERAL GAME LEGISLATION 



Federal legislation in reference to birds 
and game has of late been confined almost 
entirely to the subject of appropriations 
for enforcing the existing laws. 

The President of this Association, in 
company with representatives of various 
other organizations interested in wild life 
protection, appeared before the Appro- 
priations Committee of Congress and asked 
for $10,000 with which to protect the Mt. 
McKinley National Park in Alaska. This 
is a territory as large as the Yellowstone 
Park and although it contains an abun- 
dance of game animals, it does not have one 
warden to protect it. A railroad from the 
coast has been pushed up into the Mt. 
McKinley country and its completion next 
summer will mean that numbers of big- 
game hunters will visit the territory, hence 
the urgency for immediate action in the way 
of providing warden service. The Com- 
mittee gave kindly attention to the pro- 
position and in the end provided $8,000 
for the purpose. 

The President of the Association and 
Mr. Holland of the American Game Pro- 
tective Association appeared before one of 
the subcommittees and urged that the 
request of the Secretary of Agriculture For 
$100,000 to enforce the provisions of the 



Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act should 
be granted. The Committee exhibited 
a charming indifference to the arguments 
of the ^eakers and in the end granted the 
same appropriation as last year — about 
$145,000. 

Scattered throughout Alaska are a few 
wardens that work under the direction of 
the Government. For years this depart- 
ment has been kept up by an unnual 
appropriation of $25,000. The House 
.'Appropriations Committee provided that 
sum For the present year, but the Senate 
cut away the entire appropriation. 

The President of the Association hap- 
pened to be in Washington at the time 
and at once visited various members of 
the Conference Committee of the two 
Houses of Congress to which the bill 
would he referred and strongly urged that 
the appropriation be retained. He also 
wired to New Vork for further help and 
representatives oF the American Game 
Protective Association and the Camp- 
Fire Club immediately appeared in Wash- 
ington on the same mission. It is pleas- 
ant to report that in the end the ap- 
propriation was put back so that we 
should still have some game protection in 
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TO PROVIDB FOR A DUTY ON IMPORTED CAGED BIRDS 



The following is a copy of the brief 
iubmitted by T. GiLbert Pearson for the 
NatioDftl As50ciatioD of Audubon Socie- 
ties to the Ways and Means Committee 
of Congress on Febiuary so, ipzi, re- 
lative to paragraph 416 id the tariff 
act, pertaining to and suggesting the 
advisability of a duty on imported wild 

The United States imported under 
normal conditions (prior to the war) 
nearly joo.ooo live birds annually. These 
birds may be divided roughly into three 
groups, viz.. Canaries, 360,000; game birds, 
40,000 i and miscellaneous cage birds, 
60,0c 



The Canaries ' 



imported chiefly 



from Germany. Other cage birds, the 
gdme birds, comprising mainly Quail and 
Pheasant, came chiefly from Europe, 
Canada, Mexico and the Orient. These 
game birds were imported for restocking 
game areas. The miscellaneous cage birds, 
included parrots, finches, weaver birds 
and a great variety of species of brightly 
colored small birds. These latter birds 
arrived from Europe, Africa, Australia, 
theOrient and a few from tropical America. 
The following table shows the number 
imported for eleven years, 190S-18, includ- 
ing six years prior to the passage of the 
present laws and five years since the en- 
actment of the law (see report of Biological 
Survey, Department of Agriculture.) 
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The figures For iqig and iq2o are not at 
present available, but it is known that the 
importations have not yet reached the 
ftormal condition that obtained prior to 

VALUE OF THE BIRDS IN QUESTION 

Figures as to the value of the birds 
vary widely, depending on the species and 
the source of the shipments. The lowest 
kppraisals are those of miscellaneous 
shipments from the Orient. The records 
of the Custom House in Son Francisco 
show, among other consignments received 
during the quarter ending December 31, 
'1920, the following: 

146 Parakeets, $32; 15 cents each. 

130 Chestnut Finches, S13; to cents 



400 Strawberry Finches, $33-, 8 cents 

150 Sociable Finches, $5; 3 cents each, 
205 Strawberry Finches. $413 centseach. 

These birds are imported free of duty 
and when sold by retailers bring from $1 
to several dollars each, leaving a wide 
margin of profit between the value at 
point of shipment and the retail price. In 
bringing these birds into the country the 
importer needs only to secure a permit 
from the Secretary of Agriculture. Other 
than this there is no means of controUing 
the industry, and there is evidence to 
show that there is a large waste of bird- 
life through lack of proper care while in 
transit, or after arrival, or due to the fact 
that few foreign species are able to become 
acclimated in this country. 
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In order to more properly regulate 
traffic aDd also to produce an income to the 
Government from a source wholly untaxed 
and perfectly capable of sustaining a tax, 
the National Association of Audubon 
Sodeties for the Protection of Wild Birds 
and Animals recommends the following 
change in Paragraph 416, so as to read: 

"Live wild birds, including land and 
water fowl, but not including game birds, 
domesticated food fowl or birds imported 
by public Zoological Gardens, $1 each." 
(Or 50 cents plus 30 cents advalorem.) 

By way of illustration, a Canary 
appraised at $1 would pay $1 duty under 
the Bat doUar rate or 90 cents under the 
graduated rate. The same bird would 
retail at t$ or more at present prices. A 
five dollar parrot would pay 9i under the 
flat r»te or $1.50 under the graduated rate 
and would retail at from Sio to $25. It is 
believed that this rate of duty would pro- 
duce a revenue of anywhere from Szoo,ooo 



to $300,000 annually from a source which 
heretofore has yielded no revenue. This is 
more than Congress at the present time 
appropriates to the Agricultural Depart- 
ment for the enforcement of the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act. 

The charge of the flat dollar rate is to 
effect the low appraised value of birds in 
the Orient and from some European 
countries where currency at present is 
greatly depleted. Naturally it will be 
prohibitive in cases of birds less than a 
dollar in value, but the losses on the traffic 
will probably not be serious. A bird that is 
not worth a dollar is given little attention 
by dealers and the losses on these miscel- 
laneous birds, from the time the birds were 
captured until they reach the retail store 
are numerous, and would probably reach 
75 per cent in the first fen months. 
Comparatively few of these birds thrive 
in captivity, and many thousands have 
tost their lives through eiperiments. 



STATE LEGISLATIVE HATTERS 



This year the legislatures in forty-one 
of the states assembled. As usual this 
means much legislation that affects the 
wild bird life, and Audubon workers have 
much to do and to think about. Among 
the proportions that are up for considera- 
tion was a bill drafted by the Audubon 
Society of the State of North Carolina 
intended to establish a State Game Com- 
mission. Such efforts have been made 
by the Audubon Society for ten years 
past, but all attempts have failed for the 
reason that in North Carolina it has been 
an almost iron-dad, though unwritten 
law, that any representative in the legis- 
lature can ask for any kind of a game 
law or change in the existing game laws 
for his county that he desires, and through 
courtesy the legislature always lets him 
have it. The result has been that there has 
grown up a hodgepodge of game laws in 
that state which is marvelous and wonder- 
ful to behold. People often ask this office 
when the season for shooting Quail in 
North Carolina is. There is no way to 
answer this except to tell them to buy 



copies of all the laws that have been en- 
acted in the past ten years in North 
Carolina, go through these books and hunt 
out the latest law for the particular county 
in which they are interested. At the 
present time there is a county measure 
pending in the North Carolina Legislature 
that is being fought strongly, but this is 
because there is a division among the 
people themselves as to what they want. 
Such a situation is almost unheard of in 
that state, for as a rule people there take 
little interest in the game laws, one way or 
another. 

If the Audubon Society can succeed in 
establishing a Game Commission with 
state-wide authority, it will undoubtedly 
be the most notable piece of state bird and 
game protective legislation that will be 
enacted in the year 1921. Just as this is 
going to press we learn that the Gome 
Commission bill was defeated in the 
Senate. 

In Florida a bill has been prepared for 
introduction in the Legislature by the 
Florida Wild Life Protective League, a 
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newly formed organization at Fort Myers. 
The moving spirit is Dr. George H. Stone, 
who with good judgment and knowledge 
is going about bis task with full realization 
of the opposition he will have to meet. 
This bill is for the establishment of a 
State Game Commission and State Warden 
Force. Some years ago the writer co8per- 
ated with the Florida Audubon Society in 
working personally with the members of 
the Legislature in Tallahassee and suc- 
ceeded in getting a State Game Warden 
Force established. Two years later, how- 
ever, the law was repealed. Still later, 
with the splendid aid of Dr. Williams S. 
Blackman, then President of the Florida 
Audubon Society, we were able to induce 
the Legislature to again provide for a 
Game Commission, but the Governor 
vetoed the bill. So at the present time, 
«ith the exception of some county wardens 
who are practically worthless, so far as 
enforcing the law is concerned, there are no 
wardens in the state but those employed 
by this Association and a few provided 
by the Federal Government. In the mean- 
time the game of Florida is fast disap- 
pearing. 

In New York State a bill is pendirg 
which if passed will practically wipe out 
the splendid force of more than a hundred 
experienced game protectors, and turn the 
protection of game over to the State Police. 
It is inconceivable that the New York 
Legislature should adopt such a measure or 
if adopted that the Governor would sign it. 

We have had much correspondence 
with people in Missouri where those 
supposed to be interested in the protection 
of wild life appear to be having royal 
battles, one group wanting to change the 
game laws and the other group wanting 
them to remain as they are. 

The Association has maintained a lobby- 
ist at the Massachusetts Legislature. At 
this writing nothing of a specially detri- 
mental character has occurred there. On 
the other hand, it is pleasing to note that 
the prospects are good for getting an 
appropriation of $4,000 to allow Mr. For- 
bush to go ahead with having drawings 
made for his monumental book on the birds 



of Massachusetts. Another important 
game and bird bill in which we were ac- 
tively interested was successfully con- 
ducted through the New Mexico Legisla- 
ture of the New Mexico Game Protective 
Association under the able leadership of 
our friend Mr. Leopold. 

In Virginia, North Carolina, Pennsyl- 
vania, Arkansas, Kansas and some other 
states, the subject of encouraging the kill- 
ing of Crows, Hawks, and Owls by offering 
bounties has been up for consideration. 
These measures in some places are being 
backed up by the organized sportsmen's 
Associations, and it is regrettable to nott 
that in some instances they appear not 
to recognize the fact that some species 
of Hawks and Owls are beneficial to 
man's interests, and on the other hand 
rarely if ever destroy game birds or game 
animals. 

The subject of cat legislation is, of course, 
again under conuderation in many parts 
of the country, just as it is every year when 

To keep track of these various measures 
or even to handle the correspondence that 
reaches the office of the National Associa- 
tion in reference to state legislation is 
enough to keep one man busy. 

Good Work io Baltimore 

The Maryland Audubon Society, under 
the energetic leadership of its PreiideDt, 
Mrs. Baker Hull, is very active in bird 
work. Under the auspices of the Society, 
Chalmers Brumbaugh has given a course 
of public lectures on bird study and numer- 
ous field trips have been taken. Recently 
the Society secured from the office of the 
National Association a field glass and a 
series oE fourteen bird books which will be 
offered as prizes in a bird-box contest thftt 
will be held among the young people of 
Baltimore, By an arrangement with the 
State Conservation Commission of Mary- 
land, the boxes will be placed in the Loch 
Raven watershed territory where they will 
be of practical use in supplying homes and 
roosting places for the hole-loving birds 
of that interesting region. 
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Aadabon Bxhibit in Tennsnee 

The Middle Tennessee Audubon Society 
' recently held an interesting exhibit in the 
Tennessee Hermitage National Bank of 
Nashville. It included a large number of 
skins, nests and eggs of birds, also many 
mounted birds, pictures, charts, and 
original drawings. Prizes were offered 
for the best dTBwiDgs of birds submitted 
and every measure was taken to insure an 
active interest in the exhibit by the general 
public. That the methods employed were 
wise is indicated by tbe very large atten- 
dance of people who vi»ted the exhibit. 

The officers of the Middle Tennessee 
Audubon Sodety are: A. C. Webb, 
President; Mrs. Katherine P, Wright, 
Secretary; Mrs. G. R. May field, First Vice- 
President; Jesse M, Shaver, Second Vice- 
President; and Mrs. Sanford Duncan, 
Treasurer, 

New Life Members Enrolled from January 
1, 1931, to March 1, 1931 

Alien, Thomas 
Armstrong. George R. 
Baldwin, Miss Sarah B. 
Banks, George W. 
Bliss, Mrs. Robert Woods 
Bole, Mrs. B. F. 
Bowman, John McE. 
Corning, Mrs. John J. 
Dexter, Miss Alice S. 
Dove, J, Maury 
Draper, Eben S. 
Duryea, J. Frank 
Eddy, Mrs. J. Frank 
Edwards, Miss Hannah M. 
Foster, Frands A. 
Gannett, William H. 
GiUette, King G. 
Heurich, Charles 
Hicks, Mrs. John Jay 
Hollneg, Louis 
Hudson, Mrs. Kate W. 
Hunnewell, Mrs. H. S. 
Hutchins, A. S. 
Hutchinson, Mrs. F. B. 
Jennings, Miss Constance 
Kespohl, Julius 
Maxwell, Frands T. 
Meucer, Miss Mabel 
Miller, Mrs. Charles T. 
New, Mrs. Elizabeth R. 
Paine, Rev. George L. 
Russell, Richard S. 
Stark, H. J. Lutcher 
Stinehfield, Mrs. Charles 



Thompson, E. L. 
Walcott, Frederic CoHon 
While, Mrs. Thomas H. 
Wood, George 

New SuataininK Membera Enrolled from 
January 1, 1931, to Match I, 1931 

Acheson, Edward Campion 

.\dains, Benj. H. 

Adams, Irving 

Allison, Mrs. George 

AmmidoD, Mrs. D. C. 

Anthony, Edwin P. 

Audubon Sodety of Genesee 

Austin, Mrs. Willis 

Avery, Dr. H. T. 

Bach, Evielena P. 

Baxter, Hector 

Beale, Mrs. F. H. 

Bern, Mrs. Ethel P. 

Betham, Herbert L. 

Biddle, Mrs. Arthur 

Bishop, Mrs. T. H. 

Borcherdt, Mrs. H. A. 

Braine, Miss Elizabeth A. 

Brandreth, Courtenay 

Bray, Dr. C, W. 

Breg, William G. 

Brewerton, W. A. 

Bronson, Barnard S. 

Brown, Edwin R. 

Brown, Lawrence E. 

Brown, Miss Sally Eugenia 

Buckley, R. Nelson 

Burnett, Charles 

Carlton, L. A. 

CarroU, J. J. 

Carter. Miss H. L. 

Carter, Shirley 

Champion, Mrs. W. J. 

Chase, V. H. 

Chauvenet, Mrs. Annie L. A. 

Chouteau. Mrs. Pierre 

Clark, Raymond Skinner, Jr. 

Coffin, Edward H. 

Comegys, The Misses 

Cook, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew E. 

Coonley, J. Stuart 

Cooper, Mrs. M. LeBrun 

Dana Natural History Sodety 

Davis, Clinton W. 

Dexter, Miss Mary L. 

Douglass. Francis S. 

Downea, John I. H. 

Duff, Mrs. J. Robertson 

Dumm, Clarence L. 

Earl, Thomas M. 

Edmunds, Miss Margaret M. 

Edwards, Mrs. James .A. 

Einstein, R. E. 

Kisenmann, Eugene 

Elder, George R. 

Elliott, Dr. Arthur R. 
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Ellis, Mrs. Samuel 
Ernst, Mrs. Edward H. 
Evans, Mrs. C. DeLacey 
Faitborn, W, E. 
Fales, Mrs. Charles H. 
Farmer, Edward C. 
Farmer, Oscar 
Farrow, Miss Marjorie S. 
FeiDemsD, Miss Emnaa B. 
Fernald, Mrs. W. L. 
Fiti Simmons, P. W. A. 
Folger, Mrs. H. C. 
Fread, Bernard 
Freeman, Mrs. Charles 
Frothinsham, Robert 
Gardner, Mrs. Georgia B. 
Goodwin, Geoi^e B. 
Goulden, Charles J. 
Graham, W. W. 
Graves, J. M. 
Greims, Mrs. Herbert S. 
Griswold, S. A. 
Haas, Charles W. 
Hall, J. P. 
Haolon, Claude 
Harmon, Mrs. Wm. E. 
Hasting, Glover 
Heinitsii, H. E. 
Hibbard, John D. 
Hinchliff, Mrs. Wm. E. 
Hodge, James 

Holzbauer, Mrs. Charles W. 
Homor, J. C. 
Husson, Miss J. 
Jacobs Bird House Company 
Johnston, J. Herbert 
Kibbee, W. B. 
Lafiar, Eugene S. 
Leavens, Miss Annie M. 
Lyons, Howard J. 
McLean, Mrs. Ridley 
Morgan. William Fellows 



Marston, Miss Laura A. 
Meriden Sportsmen's Association 
Mohr, Lewis S. 
Monday Conversational Club 
Morris, Robert O. 
Mungei, Mrs. T. T. 
Nature Study Society (111.) 
Nellington, Mre. C. O. 
Nichols, Mrs. George 
Obrig, Mrs. AdoLph 
Oppenheimer, Peter 
Owen, Miss Harriette A. 
Perera, Mrs. Lionelto 
Peter. Julius C. 
Purdy. F. A. 
Raymond, Howard E. 
Regan, William M. 
Ren son, Joseph H. 
Richardson, William D. 
Rockwood, Miss K. C. 
Rogers, G. Vernor 
Ryle, Miss Julia 
Saunders, Caroline C. 
Schmidt, Miss C. Tessa 
SchoUe, William D. 
Schweppe, Mrs. H. M. 
Shiman, Mrs. A. 
Shonnard. Mrs. Frederic 
Sidenberg, George M. 
.Simon, Theodore A. 
Stefansson, Vilhjalmur 
Stuart, Mrs. R. Douglas 
Sturgis, Miss Elizabeth M. 
Taft, Mrs. John H. 
Talbot, Mrs. E. S., Jr. 
Upmeyer, William H. 
Vonnegut, Franklin 
Wadsworth, Samuel F. 
Walker, Miss Lydia M. 
Webb, C. Edwin 
Wheeler, Miss Laura 
Whitney. Edward F. 
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John Burroughs 

1837-1921 

MORE than a quarter of a century has passed since first I met John 
Burroughs, and when, less than a year a^, t saw him last he seemed 
no older. His joy in life was ever so fresh and keen that he seemed to 
embody the spirit of everlasting youth. There are but few people Uving who 
can remember a world without him. 

Mentally he was no older in 1910 than in 1895; indeed, if increasing age is 
marked by waning interest in one's surroundings, he was younger. And if 
the John Burroughs of 1920 was the John Burroughs of 1895, I believe that 
we may go back another quarter of a century and with equal truth say that 
he was the John Burroughs of 1870. 

Certain it is that he was as much the author of 'Wake Robin' on the day 
of his death as on the day of its pubUcation, and in this fact lies the incontro- 
vertible evidence of the absolute sincerity which formed the dominant char- 
acteristic of John Burroughs' nature. Simple, direct, genuine, unself-consdous, 
he not only sought to discover the truth but to express it. He posed no more 
in print than in person. He did nothing for eEfect; there was no 'playing to 
the gallery' and he avoided any situation where he could not be his own natural, 
everyday self. It is this fundamental characteristic of truthfulness in the man 
and in his works that have won for him an enduring place among the great 
teachers. What he wrote had the unmistakable ring of honest conviction. 
He won the confidence of his readers who found in his printed page a reflection 
of the eternal verity of nature itself. 

It was this uncompromising love of truth that accentuated Burroughs' 
hatred of falsehood. What contempt and loathing he had for the so-called 
nature writer who, playing upon the credulity of the public, presented fiction 
as fact ! How he scourged these nature fakers ! With what righteous indigna- 
tion he protested against this wanton defilation of the temple of nature ! All 
estimates of Burroughs' achievements must accept this inherent honesty as 
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their coraerstone. It is not open to discussion. For the rest, so far as his place 
as a naturalist is coDceraed, annotators will continue to oimpare him with 
Gilbert White and Thoreau, Muir or even Darwin, and the comparison will 
show that with each he possessed certain attributes in common. 

Like White, he had a strong and abiding love of the everyday life about his 
home. Both found an endless source of interest and pleasure ui the mkacle of 
the changing seasons, the unfolding leaf and opening blossom, in the return of 
the birds. But to Burroughs in much greater measure was given the poet's 
temperament, the power of interpretation, and the gift of eipression. His was 
the more subjective mind. 

Hioreau, on the other hand, had no lack of temperament, or of power to 
interpret and express, but his nature was far more complex than Burroughs*. 

Even in his journals there is frequent si^gestion of pose wholly lacking in 
Burroughs' books. He wrote as though someone were looking over his Moulder. 
Nor in Burroughs' sane, sweet, companionable, lovable nature do we find 
much resemblance to the disposition we commonly think of as Thoreau's. It 
is difficult to picture Thoreau welcoming the thousands of pilgrims who have 
received so cordial and kindly a greeting at 'Kiverby,' 'Slabddea,' and 'Wood- 
chuck Lodge' and who, knowing John Burroughs, loved him. There was no 
guest-book at Watden Pond. 

Between Burroughs and Darwin, in spite of the wholly different places 
they occupied in the world of naturalists, I have long felt there were many 
strong points of resemblance; and the likeness, I believe, would have been 
greatly increased if they had both had similar training. Burroughs' was the 
more emotional, Darwin's the more material nature, but, given Darwin's 
education, Burroughs would have made a great philosophic naturalist. He had 
Darwin's love of truth for truth's sake; he was fair-minded, unprejudiced, 
patient, and possessed of a keen desire to discover the relation between cause 
and efiect. 

But the lesson of Darwin's later years makes us grateful that Burroughs 
was never subjected to the atrophying influences of loi^-continued, intensive 
research. Primarily he was a lover, perhaps one should say a worshipper of 
nature, rather than an investigator of nature. A technical education would 
doubtless have made him a research zoologist, but schooled only by nature 
herself, it was the poet rather than the naturalist in him that grew; the emo- 
tional, rather than the scientific side of his character which was developed. 
He traveled far and wide, but no lure of new species ever made him contented 
far from home. The riot of tropical life repelled rather than fascinated him. 
The Longspur of Alaska was not a voice of the tundra, but a reminder of the 
Bobolinks ^ging in the meadows of his boyhood. He had no collection of 
sp>ecimens; he made no definite, objective, continuous studies of animal life; 
he recorded but few notes. Indeed, he had small patience with those who, 
notebook in hand, 'interviewed' nature. "I go to the woods," he wrote, "to 
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enjoy myself, not to report them." And again: "For my part, I can never 
interview nature in the reporter fashion. I must camp and tramp with her to 
get any good, and what I get I absorb through my emotions rather than con- 
sciously gather through my intellect. Hence the act of composition with me 
is a kind of self-exploration to see what hidden stores tny mind holds. . . . 
I come gradually to have a feeling that I want to write upon a given 
theme. . . ." How the expression "I wan^ to write" explains the potent charm 
of Burroi^hs' writings. No editor ever prevailed upon him to write unless he 
had something he wanted to say. The written word with him was merely the 
visible results of the reaction of an exquisitely sensitive, sympathetic nature to 
the spirit of the forest, the peace of the sunset hour, or the heaven-bom melody 
of the Hermit Thrush. 

"I have loved nature no more than thousands upon thousands of others 
have" he said, but how many among these thousands have understood the 
manifold voices of woods and fields until Burroughs acted as their interpreter? 

I dearly recall the delighted surprise, when as a boy, I first read Burroughs 
and found expressed on page after page some vague, half-formed thought of 
the possesion of which I had been barely conscious. His books helped to 
acquaint me not only with nature, but with myself. This discovery I attempted 
to describe to him in a letter sent ten years or more before we met. Promptly 
came the reply expressing his pleasure that anything he had written should 
possess this potency. How many such letters he must have written as the suc- 
ceeding third of a century rapidly widened his audience ! How immeasurable 
was the influence they exerted upon the lives of those who received them! 
And if we are saddened by the thought that Burroughs' last letter is written, 
we must remember that his published works have that direct, intimate, per- 
sonal quality which make them letters to the nature-lovers of all time. They 
are his legacy to the world. 

If from this wealth of human documents I mere asked to select one passage 
which more than any other revealed John Burroughs' attitude toward Nature 
at the end, as well as at the age of twenty-eight, when he wrote it, I should 
take these lines from 'In the Hemlocks,' published in 'Wake Robin." 

"Mounting toward the upland again, I [>ause reverently as the hush and 
stillness of twilight come upon the woods. It is the sweetest, ripest hour of 
day. And as the hermit's evening hymn goes up from the deep soUtude below 
me, I experience that serene exaltation of sentiment of which music, literature, 
and reUgion are but the faint types and symbols." 

This is John Burroughs' 'Angelus.' — Frank M. Chapman. 
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WHY DO BIRDS BATHE? II 

Br BRNEBT THOMPSON BBTON 

MY ARTICLE on this subject in the November-December Bird-Lohe 
has resulted in some valuable information contributed by Dr. A. A. 
Allen, Ithaca, N. Y.; S. W. Hopper, East Orange, N. J.; Mrs. H. H. 
Dunshee, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Mrs. F. A, Snow, Aiken, S. C; Mrs. Bruce 
Ford, Philadelphia, Pa. ; E. J. Sawyer, Watertown, N. Y. ; Edith H. Whitaker, 
Toledo, Ohio; Dr, J. 0. TUton, Lexington, Mass.; R. Owen Merriman, Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, Canada; Mrs. T. T. Munger, New London, N, H.; Miss Mary T. 
Barrel), Portland, Maine, and others. To utilize their notes I submit a second 
summary. 

My attention is called also to an article in the October Auk for 1915, pages 
465-468 on 'The Birds' Bath' by Heyward Scudder. He points out four 
variants of the common or wet bath. 

(a) The typical plimge, with ruffled feathers, spread wings, head ducked, 
splashing with wings and tail, the body shaken for 2 to 100 seconds, {b) A 
short bath of 2 to 50 seconds, flight to a drying perch, then one or more up to 
six or seven similar baths, (c) A number of short dips, without soaking. 
(<0 A dip with wings tight shut. 

To this be adds the 'air-bath' described later. 

THE VARIOUS BATHS 

1. The Dip. That is, one or more dips with fluttering wings and tail, wet- 
ting, however, only the surface of the body feathers. There are at least three 
variations of this as above. The dipping of the Kingbird is a good illustration, 
but another kind of dip is the one that Swallows take while on the wing. 

2. The Soak or Plunge. This is a thorough and elaborate wetting of the 
whole plumage, making it all as wet as it can be — ^wet to the skin. Of this the 
Robin is the great exponent; although, as will be seen later, the Screech Owl 
also claims honors as a Knight of the Bath. 

3. The Shower-Bath, taken usually in the rain or under the garden hose, 
though E. J. Sawyer tells of an Indigo Bunting that unprovised a shower-bath 
by repeatedly shaking the heavy dew down on himself. Some birds enjoy 
this so much that they sing while it lains. The Robin and ^yren especially do so. 

4. The Sun-Bath. The sun-bath is not always easy to determine. We may, 
however, conader a bird to be taking a sun-bath when it remains posed in a 
sunny place, mth wings raised so the sun strikes parts of the body not other- 
wise exposed, especially when the bird at the same time gasps with open bill. 
E. J. Sawyer, however, sends a photograph of a Robin taking a sun-bath all 
spread out flat on the grass; also refers to the elaborate sunning of the Pied- 
billed Grebe. The sun-bath of the Turkey-buzzard is well known. Dr. Arthur 
A. Allen writes: "You do not credit Sparrows with sun-bathing and so am 
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enclodng a photograph of a White-throated Sparrow that was so indulging 
near a feeding-station." 

5. The Air-Bath, a iinifonn fluffing and opening of the feathers to the air 
only — a dry-cleaning. 

6. The Dust-Bath, commonly taken by all birds of the gallinaceous group, 
but never by birds of greasy plumage. The following from my own journal 
has a bearing on this: Claremont, N. H., 20 Jan., 1903. Yesterday it was 
22° below zero, today is a thaw, 6* above freezing, with heavy rain. Some 
English Sparrows flew on the piazza by my window, two were drenching wet, 
soaked and shivering. I thought, "You are not long for this world, my little 
friends." However, a flower-box under shelter afforded just what they wanted 
— a dust-bath; in this they set to work to dust themselves vigorously and in 
fifteen minutes all were dry and warm and in sleek feathers. 

The Sftow-bath is probably a mere winter substitute for the Dust-Bath. 
Only the Downy Woodpecker and the Shorelark are known to take it. 

WHY THBT BATHE 
The question is not yet answered but Dr. A. A. Allen sends the following: 
*'My idea is that dust-baths kill vermin, but I have as yet found no biological 
reason for sun-baths or water-baths except as it seems to bring a pleasurable 
sensation to the birds. My observation has been that water-baths often follow 
dust-baths, and sun-baths often follow water-baths, for obvious reasons, but I 
know that that sequence is not always followed, and when a perfectly dry bird 
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iodulges in a sun-bath it seems to do so for the pleasure it derives (rom it. 
XThe only effect the sun could have on the vermin would be to drive them over 
to the shady side.) My efforts to drown bird-lice have been so unsuccessful 
that I can scarcely believe that the little soaking that the feathers get could 
have much effect upon them. A little dust in their spiracles, however, seems 
to put them out of business promptly," 

GBNBRAL NOTES 

The following is from Cedar Rapids, Iowa: "I can assert positively havii^ 
seen bathing, Blackbird, Bluebird, Robin, Catbird, Blue Jay, Cardinal, Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak, Oriole, Brown Thrasher, Goldfinch, Woodthrush, some 
other Warblers, and, of course. Sparrows. 

"When I brush out the bath every day I thought it must surely be primarily 
for cleanliness — there is so much sediment in the bottom of the bath. However, 
as you say, the Robins are in, I think, for fun. I have seen as many as seven 
young Robins in at once scrambling for place. The old birds won't let the 
young ones bathe till they have finished. 

"Once I was fortunate enough to be near when a Thrasher, Grosbeak, and 
Oriole alighted on the bath at the same time. I do not remember now which 
gave way to the other. Several times Hummingbirds have flown through the 
Spray from the hose, but this fall when it was very dry one could not be satis- 
fied with that but lighted on a bent-over iris leaf and stayed as long as he 
wished then flew up in a lilac bush and preened his feathers like any bird. 

"I have seen Robins take a sun-bath, but never any but Sparrows take a 
dust-bath,"— Mrs. H, H. Dunshee, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Mrs. Bruce Ford, of Philadelphia, says: "Catbirds are most energetic 
bathers in my tittle pool. One morning I saw one dip in the water, I think it 
was twenty-eight times, before it flew up to the tree again." 

S. W. Hopper, of East Orange, N. J., writes: "For about seven or eight 
years I have kept a pan of water for the birds to drink and bathe in, in plain 
view from the window where I pass many hours each day. When the pan is 
full the water is about three inches deep.- Robins, Starlings, Grackles, and 
Bluejays will plunge in singly or crowd around and fight and watch a chance 
to get ahead of one another. There have been as many as eight or ten in the 
pan at one time and I have seen them one and all plunge in in all kinds of 
weather, hot or cold, sunshiny or raining, even when sleeting and freezing on 
their feathers. While the larger birds are in the water splashing, the English 
Sparrows are all around on the edge of pan enjoying a shower-bath, but as 
soon as water is low enough, in they go with the others. 

"Once I noticed a Yellow-billed Cuckoo, and many times a Flicker, at the 
bath. They act very much alike when thinking of taking a plunge; they 
stand at a little distance from the pan as though indifferent and undecided as 
long as any other bird is near, but when the coast is clear, they perch on the 
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rim of the pan to which they seem to have difficulty in dinging while they 
dip their heads two or three times into the water, and then suddenly plunge in 
and make a thorough job of it, sometimes returning for a second dip to make 
sure all is clean. 

"The Baltimore Oriole likes to plunge and play in the water, also the Gold- 
finch, and once & Biackburnian Warbler came and took a dip. The English 
Sparrows are the only Sparrows I have ever noticed go entirely into water; 
and they never miss a chance any more than the Robins who like to sit right 
down and stay in the water some time. Song and Tree Sparrows and Juncos 
only care to be sprinkled." 

Mrs. Frederick A. Snow of Aiken, S, C, writes that both Blue Jay and 
Cardinal take plunge baths. 

A SCRBBck OWL THAT SOAKED 

The following account of an Owl bathing is of imusual interest: 
"One evening, just at dusk, my attention was called to a great splashing 
in the bird-bath near a ^ruce hedge. Hastily dodging behind a big tree, and 
gradually crawling up to the bath, within eight or ten feet, there was visible 
only a confused mass of feathers, wings, tail, and great flurry of water. Out 
of this mslstrom came a Screech Owl, which hopped to a small shrub nearby, 
preened and shook himself, then flew into the hedge. Not a drop of water 
remained in the bath. Thinking it only a common occurrence for all birds to 
bathe, the matter caused me to mention the affair to my family only as being 
a most comical performance of a bird's bathing. The next night passed with- 
out a visit, but in the morning there was no water in the stone bath while 
another bath some fifty feet away was full. A few nights after, at a little later 
hour, my good fortune came again just as he came on the scene. The Owl 
(to me) seemed to find the water too shallow; at least his actions would so 
indicate, for he (?) plunged his head down into the water, then beat his wings 
furiously and finally swirled his tail and belly round and round, over and over, 
in one mad indistinguishable mass. No water was left in the bath after this, 
and a more woe-begone looking specimen never greeted an observer of birds 
as this Owl perched on the edge of the stone and finished his toilet. It certairdy 
afforded me then, as well as several times the next summer, much pleasure. 
Some mornings last summer the water was all gone in this bath and probably 
my friend had been too early for me. Now that you tell me it is a rare perform- 
ance I shall watch for him when the wann nights come again, for there is the 
same plamtive call as last year." — Dr. Josiah Odin Tilton, M.D., Lexington, 
Mass. 

THE KINGBIRD IS A DIPPER; THE BLUEBIRD A SOAKER 

"I have observed that Bluebirds and Kingbirds are my most frequent 
bathers, and that they bathe in absolutely different ways. The Bluebirds 



,yGoog[c 



138 Bird - Lore 

bathe very thoroughly, making a business of It, going into the deepest part of 
the water, to the middle of the bath-tub, throwii^ the water all about and over 
themselves, and waiting for one another that everyone may have the deepest 
place. Sometimes seven Bluebirds have alighted on the bath at the same 
time and enjoyed a bath en famille. The Kingbirds alight on the wire fence 
and swoop suddenly down into the bath and out again, only dipping into the 
water, but doing this over and over again, never alighting on the bath-tub 
itself. 

"I have seen seven varieties of birds at one time waiting their turn: Robins, 
Kingbirds, Bluebirds, Goldfinches, a strange bird almost as large as a Robin 
with olive back, white wing-bars, and brilliant breast, shaded from deep orange 
to pale yellow [female Oriole] and two kinds of Sparrows. 

"The birds bathe usually in the early afternoon, when I fancy the water 
has become warmed by the sun. I sometimes have had to refill the bath three 
times in as many hours. It holds more than a quart of water and is about 
three inches deep in the middle. Our season in these uplands of New Hamp- 
shire is short, and the birds bathe mostly in July and August, June and Sep- 
tember being too cold." — E. T, S. 

THE BLUB JAT BATHES IN WINTER 
"Blue Jays are very familiar neighbors of ours, coming to the window-all 
regularly on winter mornings for peanuts and rearing their families in our old 
forest trees. They take frequent water-baths all surmner in the bird-bath 
under the dining-room windows, thoroughly drenching their feathers and fly- 
ing to a nearby branch or chair-back to shake and preen them. 

"Last Friday, January 39, about the middle of the morning, two Blue Jays 
came to the bath, which had been recently filled, and enjoyed a real summer- 
time water-bath. The weather had moderated after some days of severe cold, 
and the temperature was several degrees above freezing. 

"Robins bathe as soon as they arrive in March and all through the season. 
They begin their daily ablutions early in the morning and seem especially to 
enjoy their evening bath. At midday they like to sit and soak in the shallow 
water of the bath." — Edith H, Whittaker, Toledo, Ohio. 

ENTHUSIASTIC ROBINS BATHING 
"My friend in town here put two large shallow pans filled with water on 
the lawn one evening. Nest morning, a little before 6 o'clock, she counted 
nineteen Robins, twenty Sparrows, one Nuthatch, and two Vireos. The Robins 
were taking their bath, two at a time, going from pan to pan, while the Spar- 
rows tried hard to get a foot in. At times they would sit in a circle on the rim 
of the pans, but Robins found time amid their splashes to peck — and peck 
hard too — sending the Sparrows in all directions. Then the Robins would 
chase their little ones in until they, too, had a bath. The Nuthatch and Vireos 
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stood on the fence watching. If one wants to enjoy birds, the early hours is 
the time." — Marv T. Bakhett, Portland, Maine. 

A BIRD-BATH FOR YOUR LAWN 

"A lover of i>irds has built 
the bird-bath shown in the 
Ulustratlon and placed it on 
his lawn directly in front of 
his living-room window. Every 
monUDg during the summer 
hundreds of birds come and 
take their daily bath. This 
little resort has become ex- 
tremely popular and the trees 
round about are wonderfully 
populated with all sorts of 
song birds and other feathered 
folk. 

"This bath consists of a 
drum of sheet metal slightly 
concave and in the center is 
mounted a long galvanized 
iron rod through which water 
is piped to the spray attach- 
ment at the top. The surplus 
water, which amounts to only 
five to six gallons a day, runs 
to one edge slightly lower and 
is piped away as shown in the 
cut."— Dale R. Van Horn, Lincoln, Neb. 

A NUTHATCH SOAKING AND A WOODPECKER SNOW-BATHING 

"The only two unusual bathing observations I have made, however, have 
been in tlie winter months, when our bird-bath has been stored away. One 
was the Downy Woodpecker snow-bathing, my account of which was printed 
in Bird-Lore for November-December; and the other was a White-breasted 
Nuthatch which I saw at his ablutions this morning. 

"The soft, conversational, nasal notes of a Nuthatch made me look up 
from my book, and I soon located the talking bird. It was perching on an 
iron-pipe fence, fluttering its wings and preening its feathers, especially its flight- 
feathers. After a moment, it dropped to a small puddle at the foot of a tree 
and there splashed about vigorously for perhaps half a minute. Then it ran 
briskly up the trunk of the tree and out to one of the small branches, where it 
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shook itself dry and arranged its feathers correctly, and, just before flying 
away, refreshed itself with a bite or two of suet. The morning was mild (as 
most of the winter has been), with no snow on the ground; but the absence of 
sunshine and a dampness in the air made it, to my mind, an unattractive morn- 
ing for a plunge out-of-doors. White-breasted Nuthatches may have the bath- 
habit, but, though I have watched them at all times of the year, this is 
the first time I have seen one enjoying a dip." — R. Owen Merriuan, 
Bamillon, Ont. 

A BIRD-BATH OF THE CENTURIBS 



"This ancient Indian mill, or 'maize-bowl,' showing the rounded cavity 
where corn was pounded into meal with a stone pestle, was found in Way- 
land, Mass., and is now used as a bird-basin in a garden in that town. In its 
original situation on a pasture hillside, it held water and was used by the 
birds as a bath from the time the last Indian ground com in it — three hundred 
years ago. 

"Thus may we not assume that we here see one of the oldest bird-basins in 
consecutive use in the country?" — Alfred W. CirrriNG, Wayland, Mass. 
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These generalizations represent our present knowledge: 

All of the perching birds take soak-, dip-, shower-, sun- and air-baths, but 
do not take the dust-bath except the English Sparrow, the Thrasher, the Song 
Sparrow, and the Wren. (I am in hopes that we shall add greatly to this list.) 

All of the 'bigwings,' that is Goatsuckers, Swifts, and Hummingbirds, take 
sun-, air-, dip-, and shower-baths, but never soak- or dust-baths. 

All of the Woodpeckers take all kinds of baths. 

All of the Cuckoos take all kinds of baths, but their ally, the Kii^sher, 
omits the dust-bath. 

All of the birds of prey take all kinds of baths, excepting that probably the . 
Osprey omits the dust-bath. 

All of the Pigeons and gallinaceous birds take all kinds of baths. 

All of the wading, swimming, and diving birds are believed to take all 
baths, except the dust-bath. There are, however, few exact observations 
available. 

When fuller information is accumulated a new chart of birds and their 
bath-habits will be given. 

WHY MOT MAKE A BIRD'S DUST-BATH? 

Now that we are establishing bird-baths all over, I wish some reader would 
try the eicperiment of a dust-bath for birds. Fine dust or ashes in a dish instead 
of water, with protection from wind and rain, would answer the purpose. I 
have tried it with a little lime and sulphur mixed with the dust, assuming that 
the dust was to combat insects. Reference to my note early in this paper 
shows how useful a dust-bath may be to the birds in the winter. Here is a 
chance for a lot of good, new observations. — E. T. S, 

BIRDS I HAVE SEEN BATHE 
"In the article by Mr. Thompson Seton, 'Why Do Birds Bathe?' published 
in the November-December number of Bird-Loke, I notice this statement: 
"Outside of the DiVers, Gulls, Ducks, Sparrows and Thrushes, I never saw 
any bird take a water-bath." In reply to that statement I send the following 
observations of visitors to our bird-bath. This bath is 4 feet long by 2 feet wide, 
with a depth of water of not more than i^ inches. It has been in use since the 
midsummer of 1916. Besides the bird groups mentioned by Mr. Tliompson 
Seton, I have seen the following birds take water-baths: Rusty Blackbirds, 
Orioles, Meadowlarks, Cedar Waxwings, House Wrens, Redstarts, Summer 
Yellow-birds, Cape May and Nashville Warblers, and one FUcker. Of course, 
there have been dozens of Sparrows, Robins, and Bluebirds. I have seen seven 
Bluebirds in the bath at one time. One spring a flock of fourteen Cedar Wax- 
wings viuted the yard and all bathed, four or five being in at a time. Then in 
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deliberate Wazwing (ashJon they dressed their shining feathers in the spreading 
plum tree over the bath. The most beautiful sight was in the spring of 1917 
when I saw a male Oriole bathe in one end of the bath with a male Redstart in 
the other end. 

"As to habits in regard to bathing I have noticed that most water-bathers if 
undisturbed will go in a second time. Somelove tosoakalong time. Thejunco 
is of this kind and when In the water he fluSs out his feathers until he looks like 
a ball and he also spreads his tail out on the water so that the white outer 
tail feathers show. It took the Flicker a long time to make up his mind to bathe. 
He came repeatedly to drink and often acted as if he wanted to bathe but could 
not quite make up his mind to do so. Finally one day he did it. The water was 
not deep enough to suit him and he looked very awkward as he tried to dip 
under and get his feathers wet. As to time of bathing, I have little to report. 
The Bluebirds in the fall always come about five o'clock in the afternoon. The 
early splasher in the morning is usually a Robin and the one to bathe just as 
darkness settles over the earth is a Song Sparrow. I once saw a Homed Lark 
take a snow-bath on a fence post and it seemed to be a most satisfactory per- 
formance." — Mbs. Arthuk F. Gardner, Troy, N. Y. 



HOW TO MAKE A BIRD-BATH 



"After trying many expedients for a bird-bath I have found a cement one 
by far the most satisfactory. It can easily be made in the ground by hol- 
lowing out a place, but a bird-bath should be placed at least two feet above 
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the ground, so that prowling cats cannot 50 ea^y take advantage of the 
bathers when they are off guard. 

"To make a good cement bath, mix equal parts of cement andsand, with the 
necessary amount of water, and pour into a large dishpan, first carefully lining 
the pan with rather strong brown paper. Then press an ordinary chopping 
bowl, right side up, into the cement until the cement reaches the run of the 
bowl. Weight the bowl down with bricks or other heavy material until the 
cement is set, but not fully hardened. Remove the chopping bowl and care- 
fully trim the rim of the new cement bath with a knife. When the. cement is 
thoroughly hardened, turn the dishpan upside down and the new bath will fall 
out. Remove the paper and the bath is complete. It is well, however, since 
cement is rather porous, to paint the bath inside and out with green paint. 

"The bath should be placed, if possible, where it is shady during most of the 
day, as birds do not like to bathe in blazing sunlight." — Craig S. Thous, 
Vermiilion, S. D. 

THE VISITORS TO AN ENAMELED BATH-TUB 

"Replies to several of Mr. Seton*s queries have been supplied by observa- 
tions of birds which have frequented a white-enameled pan which I have 
kept well filled with clean water and placed a few feet from my kitchen win- 
dow. A sloping stone in the pan permits little birds to bathe in shallow water. 

"On hot, dry daysl fill this pan three and four times a day and the amount of 
dirt left in it shows that birds' feathers are by no means as clean as they look. 
The bathers must have been much relieved to get rid of so much duet. I am 
sure that many young birds bathe just for the iun of it, as children like to 
^lash and wade in water. 

"In that pan I have seen Wrens, Robins, Brown Thrashers, Catbirds, Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks, Baltimore Orioles, Crackles, Blue Jays, House Sparrows, 
Flickers, Red-headed Woodpeckers, and Cardinal Grosbeaks. The two Wood- 
peckers were slow and awkward in their motions; they did not bathe often 
nor stay in the water long. 

The more I watch birds the more I am impressed with their human charac- 
teristics. Birds like to 'follow the crowd' to see and do what other birds do. 
In that same door-yard I attracted many birds to eat suet. When the House 
Sparrows saw the Nuthatches, Chickadees and Woodpeckers eating suet, they 
would eat it too; but in another home near Chicago I put out suet two winters 
without attracting birds, and though many Sparrows were around they did not 
touch it. So I thought that the Woodpeckers tried the bath because they saw 
other birds do it. 

"Last October, at Forest Glen, on the north branch of the Chicago River, I 
saw a beautiful sight — great numbers of birds bathing at the same time just a 
little before sundown. Many of them were Juncos; nearest to me were a 
pair of Bluebirds; just beyond them some yellow birds — they may have 
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been Goldfinches in winter dress. I dared not go too near for fear of fright- 
ening the whole flock. There were Robins, Crackles and, I think, some Spar- 
rows also, but the Juncos far outnumbered all the rest, I went a second 
afternoon and saw the same thing repeated, 

"While one of our family was using the garden hose one afternoon, a Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird flew under the spray and took a good drenching, then 
flew up to a telephone wire to preen and dress its feathers, 

"It ba temptation to tell of the many incidents connected with that bath-tub 
which I saw from my window, about four feet away, but I will mention one: 
A mother Catbird brought her young hopeful there for, I have no doubt, his 
first bath. She seemed to be coaxing him to enter the water, which he was 
reluctant to do. Finally he made the plunge and was as delighted as any 
small boy in the gutter, and one never saw a prouder mother ! The pan always 
stood on a box about two feet above ground and she walked round and round 
on the box arching her pretty neck like a true thoroughbred; once she hopped 
on the rim of the pan looking down on her offspring with greatest pride. When 
he was satisfied with his splashing, they flew away together. She did not go 
into the water. 

"Wrens enjoy a dust bath. The paths in my garden are at times dotted with 
little hollows made by them. One coquettish little fellow, who always tried to 
attract my attention whenever I went into the garden, would fly down in 
front of me, a few feet away and whirl about in the dust. 

"I think birds bathe at any hour of the day, but they were more apt to come 
the first half of the forenoon or latter half of afternoon." — L. Elizabeth Clark, 
DectUuT, Mick. 

NOTES PROM NOVA SCOTIA 

"Replying to Mr, Seton's inquiry, I have seen Robins, in pairs, bathing in 
the early dawn oftener than at any other time, in flower-pot saucers on the 
lawn, arranged to receive the drippings of the hose from the top of its reel. 
They go in and shake their wings up and down, hop out and go in again 
repeatedly. I have also seen them do the same thing in the heat of the day. 
Two or^ three ,tinies last autumn, when they were supposed to have left us, I 
saw large flocks of a dozen or more bathing in the dusk of early evening. 
They perched on the bushes, and flew around in great excitement; they were 
never still for a moment while waiting a chance to bathe. The three saucers 
were always in use. 

"Sparrows, Warblers, Goldfinches, Chickadees, Redstarts, Juncos, also 
bathe at intervals all day in warm weather, but I have not seen Vireos nor any 
of the lai^r birds except the Robins. Hummii^birds have been seen to bathe 
by a neighbor, but not by me. They come often to drink the drops at the end of 
the hose." — ^A. A. DesBkisay, BridgaBater, Nova ScoUa. 
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THE FLICKER BATHINQ 

"To Mr. Seton's list of birds seen bathing I can add the Flicker. This species 
frequents a cement-lined pool in our lawn so frequently in hot weather that it 
has never occurred to me to make a note of its bathing in my daily record of 
birds seen. On two occasions, however, because of the time of the year and 
coolness of the weather, I have recorded it at the bath. Thus, on September 6, 
1Q16, not only the Flicker but Blue Jay, Robin and Oriole bathed, and on 
March 30, 1917 there is another entry of a Flicker at the bath. 

"l remember weU seeing a Flicker try to teach a young bird to bathe by 
going into the water and making quite a splash while the baby only stood in the 
edge of the water and shivered as the water fell on him. He finally did go into 
the water when the parent flew into a tree but only stayed for a minute. I 
have often remarked on the length of time it always takes a Flicker to make a 
toilet after a bath. Only one other bird that I know is more deliberate and that 
is the Brown Thrasher," — Mrs. H. M. Bailey, Sioux City, Iowa. 

THE BLUB JAY'S BATH 

"In WoodviUe, Miss., where I formerly lived, I kept a broad, shallow recep- 
tacle under the hydrant in the front yard for the sake of the birds. I know that 
many birds bathed in it, but I never kept an accurate record because I supposed 
that birds used water-baths pretty generally. One thing, however, I am sure of: 
There was no species that used the plunge bath more regularly and enthusias- 
tically than the Blue Jay. Whether all the Jays did it, or only a few individuals, 
I cannot say. But I know that one Blue Jay at least used to plunge and splash 
every day, like a boy in his swimming hole. "—H. W. WELLS^wiCtft^Ofi, jtftsi. 

THE SONG SPARROW IS A SOAKER 

"The recent article in Bird-Lore, 'Why Do Birds Bathe?' by Ernest 
Thompson Seton, reminded me of an unusual incident witnessed one stormy 
April day. We had been feeding a Song Sparrow in the yard since the second 
of the month. Here is my record: 

"April 5, 1920. — The day has been rainy and not warm, featuring fierce 
showers which swooped upon the earth in relentless fashion, the sound of their 
determined might occasionally augmented by a rumble of thunder. We thought 
of the spring birds and spoke of them with pity. We shall have scantier fears 
next time. 

"Looking from a window, in the late afternoon, G noticed something 

moving in a small pool which had collected by the doorstep. Her first thought 
was that a frog was in the water. A closer scrutiny revealed our Song Sparrow. 
Her instantaneous idea that it was hurt and drowning was not held long. The 
incredible fact became evident that at almost dark, on a chill, stormy April day, 
the bird was taking a bath. G called to me and I looked down from my room 
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upon its thorou^^ ablutions, marvelling exceedii^y. Hiink of the little crea- 
ture going to bed with sopping wet feathers. Nothing Sybaritic about our 
Song Sparrow 1 This astonishing occurrence was at a quarter past five. An 
hour later the street lights were shining." — Clarence E. Patterson, Bangor, 
Maine. 

THE ROBIN TAKES SHOWER BATH AS WELL AS PLUNQB 
"Standing at the window of my room, one rainy day in the summertime, 
my attention was drawn to a Robin that had alighted on the roof of a nearby 
shed. There was a shower of rain falling, so much that there was quite a 
splashing on the shingles. I wondered why the bird didn't seek shelter, but 
while I wondered it commenced a series of gyrations and gymnastics, ducking 
its head and flapping its wii^ precisely as if it were in a pan of water. Then I 
saw it was taking a bath in the rain. After a minute of this exerdse it ran up to 
the comb of the shed roof and there otmmenced shaking itself and preening its 
feathers, while all the time the rain was falling. Presently it flew away, as if 
convinced that while that might be a good bathing-place it was not a good place 
to dry one's feathers." — A. W. Beale. 

ROBINS AND FLICKER 

"In your November-December issue I noticed the article, 'Why Do Birds 
Bathe?' with a list of birds observed taking various kinds of baths. To 
this list let me add the following: Robins taking sun bath, any time; 
Flicker taking plunge bath, warm mornings in summer." — S. R, Incersoix, 
BaUslon Spa, N. Y. 
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A NeM Cenaua 

On June 17, 1919, 1 set out with a view 
of ascertaining the number of nesting 
species of birds in Cobb's Hill and vicinity. 
This place is in the southeastern part of 
the city and is very well adapted for the 
nesting of some birds. A stream runs 
through the lower portion of it, flowing 
into a swamp and from there into the Erie 
Canal. There are about twenty acres of 
deciduous trees which comprise the woods. 
The principal one* are the chestnut, white, 
red, and black oak, shagbark hickory, 
sassafras, and black cherry. Along the 
border of the stream there are numerous 
black willows and very thick underbrush. 
In the forest proper there is a wonderful 
place for the birds which usually nest on 
the ground or in thickets. The sand-banks 
also offer an opportunity for those birds 
which burrow boles in the earth for nesting 
purposes. A Geld of grass on the eastern 
side of the woods affords a site where the 
birds which generally breed in these places 
may nest. There is an abundance of natural 
food for birds both in the swamp and the 
woods. Cherries, apples, grapes, and black- 
berries grow wild here, and sumach, elder- 
berries, haw, mountain-ash, and flowering 
dogwood are found in large quantities. 

One may bad a goodly number o( birds 
here all during the year as it is, in the 
writer's opinion, a fine place for them. 

The following is a list of birds known to 
be nesting at this place. 

I. Killdeer. Onepair nesting on an ash- 
heap near the canal. 

1. Sparrow Hawk. Nesting in the edge 
of the woods near the Seld. 

3. Black-billed Cuckoo. Two birds 
were seen but no nest was found. 

4. Kingfisher. A pair nesting in the 
sand-bank. 

5. Red-headed Woodpecker. One pair 
bad a nest in a red oak tree on the edge of 
the woods but they left before this date. 

6. Northern Flicker. A pair had a nest 
in the stub of a dead tree in the swamp and 
another pair were breeding in the woods. 

7. Ruby-throated Hummingbird. One 



bird was seen. Ven' likely it was nesting 
in a nearby orchard as it was seen not far 

S. Kingbird. One pair nesting. 

9. Wood Pewee. Pour pairs of these 
birds were breeding in the woods. 

10. Crow. There seem to be no large 
Hawks or Owls around to usurp these 
nests, so the Crows live peacefully in the 
same one ^ear after year. Three nests 
were occupied. 

11. Red-winged Blackbird. One male 
was seen in the swamp. 

i». Meadowlark. Two birds were seen 
in the field. 

13. Baltimore Oriole. Two pairs of 
these birds were nesting in elms near the 

14. Goldfinch. There are usually about 
four pairs which nest here later in the sea- 

15. Chipping Sparrow. One pair nest- 
ing. 

t6. Field Sparrow. One pair breeding 
in the grass field. 

17. Song Sparrow. About seven pairs 

18. Towhee. One male seen in the 

ig. Indigo Bunting. Three males and 
two females seen. 

30. Bank Swallow. Only two pairs were 
nesting this year whereas for the past three 
years there have been twenty or thirty 
pairs of these birds breeding. 

II. Red-eyed Vireo. Three pairs nesting 
in the woods. 

11. Yellow Warbler. Only five birds of 
this species were noted and this seems a 
small number compared with the number 
of nests found when the leaves fall. 

13. Chestnut-sided Warbler. A male 
was noted in full song in a sassafras thicket 
on the east side of the woods. 

14. Oven-bird. One bird was seen. 

15. Mourning Warbler. One bird was 
observed, 

16. Maryland Velkw-throat. Two pairs 
of these birds were nesting in the manh. 

17. Redstart. Two males and a female 
seen in the woods. 

sS. Catbird. About ten pairs of these 
birds always nest along the border of the 
creek in the thickest underbrush. 

ig. Brown Thrasher. Two nests of this 
bird were found. 

30. House Wren. Two nest-boxes were 
occupied and another pair had a nest in a 
pile of underbrush. 

31. White-breasted Nuthatch. Onepair 
nesting in the heart of the woods. 
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3J. Wood Thrush. Two pairs of these 
birds were Desting near the stream and . 
another on the margin of the woods. 



34. Robin. About fifteen pairs nesting. 

35. Bluebird. One pair breeding in a 
bird-house on the edge of the woods. — 
RiCHAKD M. Chase, Rochesttr, N. ¥. 



The Woodcock • 



'Bluffer' 



The instinct of self-preservation is usually 
strong in all animals, and Nature has fur- 
nished many devices for tbe protection of 
her children. Color patterns which har- 
monise deceptively with the surroundings, 
pretended injury to attract the intruder's 
in away from a nest, and the posture 
lotionless silence are some of the most 

An excellent example of the application 
of all three methods was seen by the writer 
a few summers ago when he flushed a 
Woodcock while passing along an old, 
unused woods-road. Because of her pro- 
tective coloring tbe bird was not seen until 
Bushed, and although it was certain that 
the nest was directly underfoot, it requited 
several minutes of close observation to 
discover the three little balls of feathers 
huddled in the middle of the path. 

The mother bird, pretending to have a 
broken wing, and uttering cries of apparent 
distress, flew, Huttered, and flopped over 
a stone wall into a large Geld adjoining. 
Recognising the trick, and wishing to see 
how long she would 'play the game,' the 
writer left the young birds undisturbed 
and followed her. When the pursuer 
stopped, the bird redoubled her efforts to 
coax him away, now remaining temptingly 
near, again flying to a safe distance. This 
petfornuince was kept up across the ten- 
acre lot to the farther wall, where, partly 
concealed by a fringe of small trees, this 
stupid-looking, shallow- pa ted, but cun- 
ning Woodcock, thinking she had quite 
fooled the enemy, suddenly recovered the 
use of her wings, and Sew in a wide circle 
toward her nest. 

Retracing his steps, the writer sought 
the young birds, and, standing very near, 
slowly stooped with extended hand. Not 
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I peep. Closer and closer 
went the hand, and still, true to the in- 
stinct that in absolute quiet lay their 
safety, they did not stir. Only one inch 
away ! Could they stand the strain? 
Again the band moved, but the instant 
tbe finger touched those tiny balls of yellow 
Bu6, the spell was broken, and away they 
went into tbe bushes, where they were 
doubtless soon rejoined by their mother. 
So weU do tbe feathers match the light 
and shade of the surroundings that one 
may stand almost directly over a Wood- 
cock on her nest, knowing the bird to be 
there, and yet for some time fail to see 
her. Turn away for a moment, then back 
again, and it is almost equally difficult to 
make out the form. Even the large eyes, 
adapted, perhaps, for nocturnal activities, 
seem to blend with the foliage of the 
swampy thicket so frequently chosen for 
her nesting-place.— S. N. F. Sanford , 
Boston, Mass. 

A Tame Qrouse 

In the November- Uecember, 1910, issue 
of BiED-LoKE appeared the story of a tame 
Grouse near Schenectady, N. Y. Several 
years before that there was a tamt Grouse 
at Oneonta which was discovered twenty 
miles away the following spring. 

June II, I g 10, 1 noticed a Grouse follow- 
ing me in a patch of woods near Melrose, 
N. y., about twenty miles from Schenec- 
tady, t was on the highway, walking, but 
entered the woods and cautiously approach* 
ing the bird, a male, succeeded in catching 
it with bare hands. He had spread his ruff 
and tail like a Turkey, and slowly walked 
ahead ol me although 1 was within arm's- 
length. After admiring and petting it, 1 set 
it down and the bird calmly proceeded on 
its dignified promenade, making a chuck- 
ing noises. Upon mentioning this to Mr. 
Burroughs the following week, he told me 
of the Oneonta bird. 

The date is not mentioned in the 
November- December article, but there is 
a possibility of this being the same bird. 
A great many automobiles pass this road 
on their way to Troy and Schenectady and 
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the occupants gather wild flowers along 
the road, also berries. The bird, being so 
tame, could have been captured and taken 
along, escaping from its captor near 
Schenectady. 

At any rate, it is a queer coincidence, 
and coincides with the Oneonta episode 
also. II BiBD-LoRE readers will remember, 
a tame Grouse appeared in Vermont a lew 
years ago, making perhaps five cases, all 
in this section.— Edg A B Bedeli, Waler- 
ford, N. v. 

Preparation o( Food by a Blackbird 

A kindly neighbor follows the laudable 
practice of keeping a pan filled with fresh, 
clean water in the center of her small gar- 
den, for the refreshment of the birds. Very 
often this offering is supplemented by 
crumbs from the table, 1 can see this pan 
and its many feathered visitors from my 
window. 

One day. one of the visitors happened to 
be a fine, slick Blackbird. He moved 
about, occasionally perching himself on 
the edge of the pan and dipping his bill in 
the water. Suddenly, he cocked his head 
to one side and then Sew a lew feet away 
where lay a piece o( crust. Pecking away 
(or a moment, he flew with the crust to 
the edge of the pan and dropped it in the 
water. Standing guard for a short while, 
he quickly took up and swallowed the 
softened crust and flitted away, evidently 
feeling well repaid by his sagacity in mak- 
ing a tasty morsel from a hard, dry crust 
of bread. — Geouce E, Erol, Cermanlo'wn, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 

A White Crow 

On February 10, 19^1. while motoring 
northwest of Indianapolis, 1 came upon a 
flock of about eight Crows, among which 
was an albino, its wings and upper tail 
feathers being white, I was quite close to 
it for several seconds. 

On February 14 I again drove to the 
same locality with a party of six. Near 
the same place, and in an open, newly 
plowed field, I saw the white Crow, and 



after a period of about a half minute it 
flew with a black Crow. As I started in 
pursuit from near the place in the Geld 
there flew a second white Crow. I have 
not seen them since, but farmers in the 
neighborhood report them still in the 
same locality. One neighborhood farmer 
is of the opinion that the Crows have 
crossed with Pigeons (It as an e;iplanation 
for the while Crows. He says that (or 
several seasons white Crows have been 
common in the neighborhood. 

1 will attempt to follow up the situation 
in an effort to ascertain more definite in- 
formation regarding the cause of so many 
albinos in the locality.— S. E. Perkins III. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

A Family of Wood Thrushes 

In the latter part of April I heard a 
sweet, whistle-like call of a bird, which 
was not familiar to me. I was not positive 
I had heard it before, so 1 immediately 
made a search lor it. I heard the bird on 
the lawn of the Miami Woolen Mills of 
Lindenwald. I work there and as I am 
close to the window I had a chance to 
learn something of this bird. This com- 
pany has a lawn, about u; feet square, 
and bounded on the north and east sides 
by the large brick structure of the mill 
itself, and on the south and W'est by 
Symmes and Pleasant Avenues. Shade 
trees adorn the south and west sides, and 
inside are several birch and maple trees 
and numerous lilac and other bushes. In 
the center is a 45-roora Martin house 
which gives it a very pleasing look. It is 
a very nice place for birds except for the 
everlasting, menacing ho use- cat. 

It was here that I saw this bird hopping 
along the ground like a Robin. I soon 
identified him as the Wood Thrush. For 
the first week he was there atone, when, 
one morning, as I tvas looking for him, I 
saw something flashing by the window, and, 
watching closely, saw him chasing another 
Wood Thrush. Within an hour I saw them 
again on the ground feeding on insects here 
and there. The second one was a shade 
lighter than the first and presumably was 
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the female. I did not have to wait long 
for what I wanted to see, for about 
May 10, I noticed the female carrying 
bits of paper, dead leaves, and wool into 
a tiee close by. The nest was placed out 
on B limb about 12 (eet high and within 
5 feet of an upstairs window. There were 
all kinds of noise from the looms and warp 
machines in the weave-room, but it 
didn't seem to bother the birds a bit. The 
nest was made up of paper, wool, and 
leaves for the bottom, then some sticks, 
and some mud for the inside and hnally 
finished with rootlets for the lining. 

The female seemed to do all the nest- 
building while the male sang 10 her and 
sometimes would fly with her to the nest 
just as if to see how she was getting on 
with her work. Within a week I noticed 
the female stayed on the nest most of the 
time. Knowing that incubation must 
have commenced, I watched my oppor- 
tunity to peep in the nest. She did not 
fly oS the nest until 1 almost touched her. 
With a loud pit pil she called for her mate. 
They both scolded me until 1 left. The 
female returned to her nest immediately. 
In the nest were three eggs about the color 
of Robins' eggs but not quite as large. 

I patiently waited for the young to 
arrive and about June i the nest contained 
two young. Both parents seemed to feed 
the young but one always stayed at the 
nest until the other returned. The young 
grew fast and left the nest before the 
middle of June. They were pretty little 
fellows with their brownish backs and 
whitish underparts. The male seemed to . 
do all the feeding after the young left the 
nest. Within three days after that 1 
noticed the female carrying paper, wool, 
and leaves as before. I watched her and 
noticed that she was building another nest 
in a maple tree about 50 feet from the 
first and about the same height from the 
ground. This nest was about 30 feet from 
the building and well out to the edge of the 
tree, I do not know how many eggs uere 
laid this time, as 1 never had a chance to 
look in the nest. 

While the male was busy with the first 
young the female was brooding the eggs 



for the second offspring, I didn't see the 
first two young after July 10. They were 
full grown at that time and looked almost 
like their parents. They left the lawn then 
and I suppose went out in the world with 
others of their kind. The second brood 
were hatched about July 15 and left the 
nest July i6. This time there were two 
young again. They did about the same as 
the first, the male doing the feeding. 

About a week ago one of the young flew 
through an open window direct to the 
ship ping- room. The shipping clerk, who 
is also a bird-lover, caught him and put 
him back with his parents. 

Yesterday, August 7, when I last saw 
them, they were getting pretty well grown, 
and 1 think they will also soon leave. 
The female has not been seen for the last 
week, but the male is taking good care of 
the young. 

1 hope all these Thrushes land safely 
through their migrations. 1 will be glad 
to see them return again next spring for 
these birds have given me much pleasure. 
— Frank Harbaum, llamilloii. Ohio. 

More About the Sons of tbe Red- 
eyed Vireo 

In the September-Oitober, i<)2o, issue 
of BiBD-LimE I had a few notes concern- 
ing the ability of a certain Red-eyed Viteo 
to mimic the call of the Crested Flycatcher. 

Since its publication I have received an 
interesting letter from Mr. Winsor M, 
Tyler, of Lexington, Mass, ; and as he gives 
me leave to quote his observations, and 
suggests I send further notes on the sub- 
ject to BiRD-LuRE, 1 wish to add the 
following extract from his letter: 

"1 also have heard a singing Red-eyed 
Vireo interpolate the note of the Crested 
Flycatcher and Mr. Walter Faton spoke 
to me once of another Red-eye which did 
the same. From these three observations, 
two made in Massachusetts and one in 
Ohio, we must infer (must we not?) that 
the introduction of this seemingly foreign 
note is a habit of the species, although the 
note is rarely heard, rather than a pecu- 
liarity of an individual bird. 
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"That the Vireo is imiUting the Fly- 
catcher seems doubtful to me, for I can- 
not recall hearing the Red-eye utter the 
note of any other bird. Then, too, the 
Great-crest is a very uncommon bird 
with us." 

It would be interesting to learn if 
others have heard this peculiar song of the 
Red-eye, and to hear their viewa upon the 
subject. — E. A. Doolittle, Paintstiite, 
Ohio. 



About a year ago, I sent a brief article 
on an Evening Grosbeak whicb I saw in 
the month of July, 1917, near the Inter- 
national Boundary, north of Lake Super- 
ior on Gunflint Lake. The actions of the 
bird and the information I gained about 
the species from settlers, lead me to think 
that the birds were nesting in that region, 
although 1 did not find a nest. 

On August I, 191Q, I again saw Evening 
Grosbeaks in Itasca County, Minn., about 
a hundred miles farther west and fifty 
miles farther south. 

Two birds, both of which seemed to be 
males in full plumage, I saw on a tittle 
patch of sand near the post office of Pine- 
top in central western Itasca County. 
They were apparently picking up fine 
gravel and when they left, flew into a 
small tamarack swamp close by. These 
birds were seen within a few rods of a 
farm. The postmaster of Pinetop and his 
boys told me that they were there every 
aummer, but he did not find the nest. 



August 8, the same year, I saw two 
Evening Grosbeaks in a tree in front of the 
post office of Popple, Itasca County, 
twenty miles northeast of Deer River. 
The postmaster told me that these birds 
were there every summer and that they 
had been in the habit of picking up sand 
and gravel in front of his door, and that 
about a week ago hb cat had caught one 
of them. These birds also flew to some 
low wooded land on the Popple River 
which passes the door of the post office. 

I did not find a nest in thb region and 
saw each pair of birds only once, but these 
observations lead me to think that the 
Evening Grosbeak should be luted as a 
summer resident over a considerable part 
of northern Minnesota, and I shall try 
this summer to discover a nest. Campers 
and bird students who happen to see this 
notice would do well to look for nests and 
young as early in the season as possible. — 
D. Lanoe, SaiitJ Paai, Minn. 

The YeUow RaU Near Chicago 

A Yellow Rail was found dead on the 
streets of Hinsdale during the spring of 
1919. It was mounted and preserved by 
the Science Department of the school. 
One of my boys found one alive in a 
snowdrift during the Easter blizctrd of 
IQ30. It appeared very much exhausted, 
often tucking its head under its wing 
before a whole room full of observers. 

I am inclined to bdieve these Rails 
pass through this area in migration more 
commonly than we had supposed. — 
ESTBEK A. Ckaigmile, Kiter Forest, Ills. 
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THE SEASON 
XXV. February 15 to April 15, 1921 



Boston Region. — Following ao un- 
usually mild winter, this has proved the 
earliest spring New England has known 
for years; not even in the notable spring 
of igio did the vegetation develop so 
rapidly. The present spring rivab that 
historic one of 1775 when, during the 
battle of Lexington, the grass on the Com- 
mon is reported to have waved in the 

Both from an ornithological and a 
botanical point of view, it has been inter- 
esting to compare this year with the re- 
markably late season of 1930. On Feb- 
ruary 20, 1931, just when we had begun 
to look for Bluebirds and Song Sparrows 
<the weather had been mild and for a week 
the ground had been practically bare), 
there came a foot and a half of snow, the 
heaviest snowfall ever recorded here for a 
single day. The delay in the progress of 
the season was short, however, for after 
ten days of warm sunlight the ground was 
bare again, hylas b^an to sing, and dur- 
ing the week following March 6 the first 
group of migrant birds entered the region 
in full numbers — Song Sparrows, Flickers, 
and Meadowlarks were distributed through- 
out the country; Blackbirds, Red-winged 
and Rusty, and Bronzed Crackles came in 
immense flocks, "clatt'rin' in tall trees," 
and with them came Bluebirds and Robins 
(feeding on the ground thus early), and 
soon afterward Fox Sparrows arrived (on 
the iitb, before their average date). Close 
on the heek of this group a few Phoebes 
and Cowbirds appeared (on the 13th, 
record dates) and within a few days the 
latter bird was well represented in the 
region, fully ten days before its average 
date of arrival. A year ago at this time 
the ground was completely covered with 
snow and no birds had appeared. 

During the mild weather of the last two 
weeks in March the temperature rose to 
between 70° and So" on four days; blos- 
soms and leaves burst forth three weeks 
earlier than they did last season; the birds 



pushed northward in such numbers tba 
new arrivals were noted almost every morn- 
ing; the Vesper and Field Sparrows and 
the Fish Hawk appeared on early record 
dates, and Ruby-crowned Kinglets and 
Yellow Palm Warblers (both eariy in 
arriving) are now passing through in full 
numbers, singing freely. 

Thus far in April there have been very 
few cold days to interrupt the growth of 
vegetation and the migration of the birds. 
Chipping Sparrows have been here for ten 
days. Bluebirds are incubatlug, and the 
Robin has begun to build "his adobe 
bouse;" the country presents a picture ol 
mid- May with grass of vivid green, blos- 
soming fruit trees, and many spring Sowen 
in bloom, and today, the loth, appeared 
an anomaly, a June-bug in April ! — 
WiHEOB M. Tyler, Lexington, Mass. 

New York Region.— The end of an 
otherwise open winter was punctuated by 
a very heavy snowstorm on February jo. 

A question which naturally arises con- 
cerning summer birds which linger here 
and there into a mild winter like the past 
one, is whether they actually succeed in 
hanging on until spring. A BrownThrasher 
observed at Bayside, L. I., February 37, 
by H. E. Dounce, and which had been 
reported to him in the same locality about 
three weeks, and again ten days previous, 
had weathered this storm successfully. 

The most notable feature of the period 
under consideration was early and pro- 
tracted movement of water-fowl, and un- 
usual abundance of fresh-water species, in- 
cluding records of rarer forms (Overpeck 
Marshes, N. J. — Griscom). Canada Geese 
wintered on the south shore of Long Island 
in fair numbers, which were augmented in 
February. A flock flying over somewhat 
east of north in migration was observed in 
February (Bayside, L. I. — H. E. Dounce) 
and about March 30 (Mineola, L. I, — 
Griscom and J. T. Nichols). Up the Hud- 
son Ducks were unusually numerous about 
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April I (Rhinebctk— M. S. Crosby). At a 
corresponding date (April 3) Griscom and 
Janvrin found the following species on the 
Overpeck Marshes^ American Merganser, 
Mallard, Black Duck, Pintail, Green- 
winged Teal (4), Shoveller {1 drake) Lesser 
Scaup (34), Ruddy Duck (3). 

Usually some spring changes may be 
observed among the land birds on Long 
Island by the end of February. This year 
nothing of the sort was noticed in two 
days spent at Mastic at that time, doubt- 
less due to the storm of the 20th from 
which the ground was still snow-covered. 
Ring-billed Gulls and Great Blue Herons 
had doubtless been present all winter. The 
snow was gone the beginning of March, 
and the earliest migrants came at about 
their average dates. 

From this point, as regards vegetation, 
the spring advanced with unusual rapidity; 
so that from the 5th to the loth of April 
cherry trees and Norway maples were in 
flower, other maples coming into leaf, and 
shrubbery becoming quite green. Though 
there was not much general acceleration 
of migration to meet these conditions, 
several species were ahead of time and 
some notably early records of arrival were 
obtained. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet and 
Hermit Thrush were generally scarce, or 
late in appearing, though from the Bronx 
a report of the former on April 3 and of the 
latter on .April 4 has come to hand (F. F. 
Houghton). Among the early records are: 
March 20, Chipping Sparrow, and April 3, 
Bittern, near Tlainfield. N. J, {W. ]>e\V. 
Miller); March 15, Vesper Sparrow, 
Mineola, L. f. (J, T. N.); March 27, Pied- 
billed Grebe, Fish Hawk. Tree Swallow 
(2 flocks), Vesper Sparrow, and April 3, 
Vellow Palm Warbler at F;nglewood, N. J. 
(Griscom and Janvrin) ; March 1 1 , I'htebe, 
March j6, Vesper Sparrow, March 29, 
Chipping Sparrow, April 2, Buby-crowned 
Kinglet (M. S. Crosby), and April 10, 
Purple Martin (Crosby and Griscom). At 
Rhinebect, Dutchess County, Cowbirds 
became generally distributed toward the 
end of March; April 14, Solitary Vireo, 
Central Park, New York City (Granger 



Robins were actively building at Garden 
City April 8.— J. T. Nichols, Xeif York 
City. 

Washington Rkcion. — If birds about 
Washington, D. C., were uncommonly 
silent throughout January, igii, they cer- 
tainly were not so during February and 
March. Most of the resident song-birds, 
such as the Cardinal, Song Sparrow, Tufted 
Titmouse, and Mockingbird, began singing 
regularly about the ist of February and 
continued in lull song thereafter. They 
have seemed more than ordinarily active 
in this respect, though, of course, with 
intermissions. The weather at this time 
of year has apparently great influence on 
the song as on other activities of birds, and 
it is interesting to note its effect, although 
of this, as of other phases of their life his- 
tory, much is still to be learned. Their 
singing at this time of the year is greatly 
stimulated by warm, still weather, whereas 
a windy or damp, cold day seems largely 
to seal the fountain o( song. Sudden 
changes in temperature or other weather 
conditions are more likely to cause these 
changes than gradual transitions. Such 
variations in activities have been par- 
ticularly remarked during February and 
March of this year. 

The generally warm weather of these 
two months has apparently had some in- 
fluence on the northward movement of 
early migrants, though not to the extent 
of bringing them here long in advance of 
their usual time, nor of breaking many 
records of early appearance. This effect 
may best be seen in (he following list of 
arrivals thai are earlier than the average, 
which is added in parentheses after each: 
Mourning Dove, observed F'ebruary b 
(average date of appearance, March id); 
Fox Sparrow, February 19 (March 4); 
Red - winged Blackbird, February ti 
(March 1 ) ; Killdeer, February 23 (March j) ; 
Towhee, March 7 (March 38); Belted 
Kingfisher, March 7 (March 33); Phtebe, 
March 7 (March 11); Pine Warbler, 
March 12 (March 31); Osprey, March 20 
(April 11); ricd-billed Grebe, March 20 
(April j); and Blue-Gray Gnalcalcher, 
March 30 (April S). It should be noted, 
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bowcver, that all of these excepting the 
last five occasionally winter in this region. 

(Ine bird, the Louisiana Water- Thrush, 
was reported on March 27, by Miss M. J. 
PcUew, in Rock Creek Park. Washington, 
D. C., which is in advance of the earliest 
previous record, March 31, igiS; but this 
is the only species so far that has broken 
its record of early arrival. 

.\ number of birds, such as the Wood- 
cock. Hermit Thrush, Yellow Palm War- 
bler. Vesper Sparrow, and BrownThrasher, 
pul in their appearance at about the nor- 
mal time, while the Chipping Sparrow (on 
March 2b) was a few days behind time. 
On the other hand, a (ew that should have 
arrived before .April i have not yet 
(March 31) been noted. These are the 
Cowbird, Savannah Sparrow, Purple Mar- , 
tin. and .\merican Pipit. 

Comparatively few birds of more than 
passing interest have been observed. Two 
Holball's Grebes, rare here, were seen by 
Dr. Paul Bartsch on the Tidal Basin, at 
Washington, D. C. on March 8. No fur- 
ther report from the Whistling Swans that 
have wintered on the Potomac below 
Washington has been received, but a dock 
of eleven was seen flying over Georgetown, 
I). C.by M(. William Palmer. on MarchiS. 
This last record has a further and melan- 
choly interest, as it was the last or almost 
the last observation on birds made by 
Mr. Palmer.— Ha (tHV C. Obebbolser, 
Biological Survey, K'askinglon, D. C. 

Oberli.s (Ohio) Region. — The mifira- 
tion season opened at Oberlin on Febru- 
ary 16, when the first wave of Crows, 
Robins and Bluebirds appeared. The next 
wave was on the 23d, with Killdeer and 
Red-winged Blackbird as arrivals, and an 
increase of those of the first wave. The 
third wave began on March 1 and termi- 
nated on the stb, involvinR 14 species as 
arrivals and the increase of the earlier 
arrivals. Phcebe came on the 8lh, Towhee 
on the loth. Field Sparrow on the i2lh. 
Vesper Sparrow and Woodcock on the 13th. 
Bufflehead on the 14th, Foi Sparrow on the 
15th. Baldpate. Pintail. Shoveller and Pied- 
billed Grebe on the 17th, Turkey Vulture 



eason 145 

on the 19th. This scattering wave was due 
to continued moderately favorable weather 
over the period, and terminated with the 
coming of less favorable weather. Vellow- 
bellied Sapsucker came on the 15th, but 
the next definite wave was delayed until 
the jd of .April and was continued until 
the 8lh. The arrivals during this wave 
were Hermit Thrush. Brown Thrasher, 
Swamp Sparrow, Pectoral Sandpiper, 
Purple Martin, Bittern. Barn and Tree 
Swallows, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Upland 
Plover, Bonaparte (iull, Louisiana Water- 
Thruah. Savannah Sparrow, Myrtle War- 
bler and Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher. Imme- 
diately following this last wave, cold, wet 
weather arrived and effectually checked 
any further movement. The first and 
second waves were about ten days in 
advance of the average for this region, the 
third wave was nearly average, and the 
last wave recorded here approximately 
average, but with considerable mixing up 
of species normally belonging to other 
waves occurred. Thus the exceptionally 
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marked departures from normal in the 
migrations, except that the three species 
making up the first wave were ten days 
early. There is so much variation in the 
species making up the second wave that 
the same remark, cannot be made to apply 
to it. — LVNDS Jones, Oberlin, Ohio. 

Chicago Recion. — Since the last report, 
Chicago has been having its usual spring 
weather, changing from warm and mild to 
cold and stormy a few days at a time. On 
April 5, there was a flurry of snow which 
changed to rain and, with freezing weather, 
caused some damage to the (ruit trees. 
The birds, however, are arriving every 
day in spite ot the weather, a few earlier 
than usual. A Hermit Thrush was seen in 
Jackson Park on February 20 and a Coot 
February 27, Mr. De Laubenfels reports 
a Bonaparte's Gull (March 2t) at Jackson 
Park, Brown Thrasher (April 2) Bittern 
and Tree Swallow {April 7) from Willow 
Springs. 

The marshes are of special interest at 
this time as Ducks are very plentiful, 
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15 species having been reported to date, 
the most notable of which are a Greater 
Scaup (De LaubenfeU), seen in Jackson 
Park, and the King-necked Ducks which 
are very numerous. Also many Canada 
Geese and one Snow Goose (De Lauben- 
tels) seen at Hinsdale. The Ducks seem 
to know that they are protected as they 
are quite tame and allow a close approach, 
I watched a Scaup on a small pond for five 
minutes, while standing within ao feet of 
it. Although I waved my arms and made 
various noises it did not take alarm and 
only flew when a stone was dropped near it. 
Pied-billed and Horned Grebes and Great 
Blue and Black-crowned Night Herons 
are beginning to arrive; a Pectoral Sand- 
piper and Double- crested Cormorant (De 
Laubenfels) were seen at Willow Springs 
April 1. The Killdeera and both Yellow- 
legs are here and the Jack Snipe rise from 
the marsh every few feet while the Red- 
wings continue their noisy mating and the 
Marsh Hawks keep a sharp watch over 
the entire swamp. 

Lapland and Smith's Longspurs are 
here in large flocks near Argo; numerous 
Tufted Titmice have been reported from 
different localities. This bird seems, like 
the Cardinal, to be extending its range to 
the north, as they are seen more commonly 
every year. Besides the common Hawks, 
a, few Rough-legged Hawks have been seen 
in the sand-dunes. Most of the Sparrows 
are here in full song and many Kinglets, 
Brown Creepers and Sapsuckers are to be 
found roaming through the woods. The 
first Myrtle Warbler (De Laubenfels and 
Ford) was seen March iota the sand-dunes 
and is now common everywhere. 

Mr. W. A. Lyons, of Waukegan, is 
doing some very interesting trapping and 
banding work and among other birds 
reports a. Northern Shrike (March »o), 
caught when it entered a trap after a 
Junco, which it killed. 

Three Homed Owl nests were found by 
Mr. Richardson in the sand-dunes, and 
Mr. Ford has located a number of early 
Woodcock nests. The Society now has a 
list of g6 species and expects to add many 
more during the next two months. — COUN 



Campbell Sanborn, Chairtnati of tht 
Report Committee, Chicato Ortiitkotottcal 

Kansas City Region. — All records for 
warm open winters in this region have been 
broken during the past season. Trees 
began to bud in mid- February, and by the 
end of the second week in March only very 
late fruit bad not yet blossomed. Records 
of early arrivals of birds were being broken, 
and most unusual nesting dates were being 
recorded, when everything was brought to 
a sudden standstill by two hard freezes 
during the week of March 17. Fruit was 
killed generally throughout the region, and 
some damage to eggs and nestlings was 
noted. In the nest of even so hardy a 
species as the Prairie Homed Lark two 
eggs containing dead embryos were found 
alongside a fully-fledged nestling. 

Mr. B. F. Bush, whose meteorological 
and botanical notes extend back over a 
long sequence of years, states that once 
before (in 1882-1883) a spring-like winter 
had beguiled vegetation into a too-early 
awakening only to blast everything by a 
late killing frost. 

Is it worthy of record that reports from 
scattered correspondents indicate that 
Bronned Crackles were present in large 
flocks over the entire region I h rough out 
the winter. This is unprecedented, as 
winter records for this species are few and 
far between. 

Meadowlarks suddenly appeared on their 
breeding-stands in full song on February 37 
and Red-headed Woodpeckers moved in on 
the same date in numbers, both species 
being far in advance of their normal times 
of arriving in force. From the middle of 
February to March i a great procession 
of Ducks and Geese was observed on the 
Missouri River by William Andrews and 
others. The abundance of water-fowl dur- 
ing this period doubtless accounts for the 
presence on February 35 of the first Duck 
Hawk seen in this vicinity in many years. 
On February 15 the first large flocks o( 
migrating Robins were seen, and on the 
i6th and 17th numerous Socks of Canada, 
and Blue Geese passed through. Betweeit 
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the i6th ajid iSth thousands ol Mallards 
and Pintails were passing, and on Match i 
another heavy flight of Ducks, including 
several flocks of Green-winged Teal, was 
recorded. 

Two Ospreys were seen on March 3; no 
earlier local date tor this species has been 
recorded. The Phcebe was first noticed on 
March 6, though it probably arrived earlier, 
and on this date Walter Cunningham ob- 
served and heard Lapland Longspurs and 
Pipits on the rifle range in Swope Park, 
The first Coots, a flock of about two 
hundred, were seen on the 8th. For three 
days following this date Ducks and Geese 
were abundant on the river and « few 
Herring and Ring-billed Gulls were seen 
(Andrews). Geese noted on the 15th and 
i6th included a small Bock of Hutchini's, 
15 Blue Geese and 3 flocks of Snow Geese. 
Scaup Ducks were first noted on the ijth 
and by the 16th were abundant. The first 
Great Blue Herons were seen on March t$, 
on which date great numbers of migrating 
Sparrows were noted in all favorable 
localities in the Missouri bottoms. The 
most numerous species among the Spar- 
rows on this date seemed to be Lincoln's 
Sparrow. Purple Martins were noticed in 
ones and twos on March 13, though earlier 
arrivals were doubtless overlooked. 

Three nests containing full-grown young 
Prairie Homed Larks were found on the 
last two days of March, and on the 30th a 
set of four slightly incubated Killdeer eggs 
was taken within 500 feet of the end of the 
Sunset Hill car line. Brown Thrashers 
came in on a wave of Harris' Sparrows on 
April 3, when the thickets and hedges of 
the prairie regions resounded with spring 
muNC. Another of these characteristic 
waves of Harris' Sparrows was noted on 
the nth and latb, when the birds were 
present over the entire southern part of 
the city. 

The first local nesting of the Sharp- 
shinned Hawk that has ever been made a 
matter of record was noted on April 4, a 
noisy old female having been flushed from 
her nearly completed nest in a small clump 
□f trees well within the city limits. In the 
same region, on April 10, a set of ni Crow 
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eggs was found. On the same date a Dove 
was found sitting on her two eggs, and two 
completed nests of Migrant Shrikes were 
located. Fifteen Upland Plover and one 
Woodcock were seen in the Waldo region 
ontbisdate. Numbersof migrating Vesper 
Sparrows were seen on tbe prairie regions 
OD tbe iitb and nth, and on the ijth 
several Black-and- White Warblers were 
present in Swope Park. Downy Wood- 
peckers, Carolina Wrens, and Bluebirds 
were found nesting on this date. — Harbv 
Harris, Kansas City, Mo. 

Denver Rzcion. — At daybreak this 
morning (April 15) three native species 
were singing near the writer's sleeping- 
porch, viz., Meadowlark, Robin, and 
House Finch, and three other species were 
twittering or calling at the same time, to 
wit. Pine Siskin, a Juoco, and the Flicker. 
That sentence seems to epitomize bird- 
life about this region during the past two 
months— most of the time a few species in 
evidence and not many of them. 

The Robin, House Finch, Flicker, and 
Siskin are busy just now beginning (or 
carrying on) housekeeping; Robins and 
Meadowlarks have steadily increased in 
the region since February 15, but have not 
come in large waves, as is so often the case. 
It has taken the Meadowlark since about 
March i to penetrate from the city's out- 
skirts to its interior parks. Theonlyjuncos 
present in Denver, so far as the writer's 
observations have shown during the past 
eight weeks, have been the Montana and 
the Shufeldt's Juncos. This makes a 
noticeable deficiency of Juncos for the 
season just passing. Ordinarily, up to 
April 15, one sees hereabouts a consider- 
able number of Chickadees (Mountain 
and Long-tailed) , Chipping Sparrows, Lark 
Buntings, Say's Phtebes, and Gambel's 
Sparrows. None of these birds have been 
noted here up to date by the writer. There 
has been a striking absence of Ducks from 
the lakes of our park system, only one 
species having been seen, a single female 
Lesser Scaup on February 34. It is inter- 
esting and noteworthy that as soon as open 
water was established in one small park 
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lake there appeared in it a Pied-billed 
Grebe, which dung closely to the area in 
which was seen an individual of the same 
species most oF last year. Perhaps the 
birds of last and this year arc the same 
individual. 

There have been very few Bluebirds in 
the city and its outskirts since February 15. 
A Katchelder's Woodpecker remained 
about my home neighborhood For two 
days (April 3 and 4); this is the second time 
the writer has detected the species in 
Denver during the last Iwcnly-five years. 
A Richardson's Merlin was seen in the 
city on March )i. A review oF the writer's 
notes shows that this little Hawk can be 
depended on to visit this region every 
spring, and oFten in the Fall, too. 

The writer has had little opportunity to 
spend time in the hills or on the surround- 
ing plains. It is quite likely that his vision. 
more or less reslricled to the city and its 
immediate environs, has given him an in- 
adequate and an imperfect picture oF the 
existing regional bird conditions. Never- 
theless, past experience has shown that a 
fairly good idea of the bird-life of a con- 
siderable area ahont Denver can be gotten 
from a study of that within Denver and 
its outskirls.~\V. H, Bergtold. Denw, 
Colo. 
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weather reached us the last week of Feb- 
ruary, but it was anticipated by Allen's 
Hummingbird, which was first seen on 
February 18. though a suspicious buzz was 
heard on the loth and the nth. Febru- 
ary 12, being a holiday, was spent on the 
bay, and one of the rewards was the sight 
of a flock oF some three hundred Surf 
Scoters off Point Richmond. The colora- 
tion was so bright that I was deceived for 
a time into believing that I was watching 
Tufted Puffins. The only other bird event 
of the month was a glimpse of a dozen 
Band-tailed Pigeons as they flew low 
directly over my head and oFI over the 
brow of the Berkeley Hills. March came 
in like the proverbial lamb, but did not 
remain lamblike throughout its course. 
Rather was it like an eastern April with 



its frequent showers followed by blossom- 
ing flowers. A House Wren was merrily 
singing on March 4, having beaten the 
Lutescent U'arbler again for second place 
among spring arrivals — ^this time by five 
days. As I stood watching (he Lutescent 
Warbler on the Qth, my attention was 
attracted by an exquisite warbling song 
which sounded far away. 1 was much 
puzzled by the song and I was surprised 
and delighted when I discovered that it 
was being uttered by a Townsend's Soli- 
taire, distant not twenty feel. This whisper 
song was continued lor a full half-hour, 
being interrupted only by a couple of 
meals which consisted of live or six 
crala>gus berries hastily swallowed in 
Thrush fashion. 

March 16 was one oF the lamblike days 
and was spent on the lower reaches of San 
Francisco Bay where a gun club has con- 
structed a fresh-water pond, A flock of 
seventy Avocets were in an excited state 
which suggested the approach of the mat- 
ing reason. In addition to these handsome 
birds, there were 8 to 10 Yellow-Legs, 
30 Killdeer, a Wilson's Snipe, a Bittern, 
4 Great- Blue Herons. 6 Blaek-crowned 
Night Herons, 8 Tule Wrens, 4 Bam 
Swallows, and a Tree Swallow, sufficient 
reward, one would say, for the rough walk 
over marshy cow-paths. For full measure 
there were added 300 to 400 each of Pin- 
tails and Green- winged Teal, about 
60 Ruddy Ducks, 50 Shovellers, 10 Bald- 
pates, 10 Lesser Scaup. 4 Cinnamon Teal, 
and joo to 400 Pipits, bringing the total 
up to 40 species and about 2,000 indi- 

Warbling Vireos and Pileola ted Warblers 
were seen in Claremonl Carton on March j6 
by Mr. Storer, and Western Flycatchers 
were quite common on .^pril 1. Tolmie's 
Warbler was heard singing on April 11 
reminding me that a second winter record 
for him was made by Mrs. Kelly and Mr. 
Bassett on February ii. 

On April 1 1, a second trip to the marshes 
and lower bay showed the number of 
Avocets, Ducks, Coots, and Pipits very 
much reduced, while Vellow-Lcgs had in- 
creased from 8 or 10 to 30. Species not 
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seen on March i6, but present on April 1 2. 
were Bonaparte's Gulls (40). Dowilchers 
Ijoo). Red-backed Sandpipers (11), Black- 
bellied Plover (i), and Black-necked 
SlUts(ij). 

NfSts lound so Ear this season are as 
iollDws: Allen's Hummer (March 10), 
Bush- Tits (March 9, 18, and April 11), 
Titmouse (April 1). Flicker (Mr. Hunt. 
April 7), and Barn Swallow (April 12). 
Although more than a month has passed 
since Ihe first Bush- Tit's nest was found, 
there are still smalt flocks of them to be 
Hen, It is very apparent that Quail are 
mating or nesting, but a flock of about 
twenty was seen on April 1 :. 

The following winter visitants were still 
present on April 11: Intermediate, Golden- 
cranned, and Fox Sparrows; Pipits, Au- 
dubon's Warblers. Ruby-crowned King- 
lets. Juncos. Hermit Thrushes, Robins, 
and \'aried Thrushes. The Sapsucker was 
tecorded for the last time (Miss Wythe) on 
February ii. Golden- crowned Kinglets on 
March n. Mockingbird (Miss Wythe) on 
March 16, and Townsend's Warbler on 
.Vpril 2. The last may very likely still be 
here. Only one through migrant has been 
noted among land- birds' namely the Rufous 
Hummingbird (March 19) which was posi- 
tively identified, even to the notch in the 
tail feather. They are still loitering about 
the tninberry blossoms, eucalyptus, and 
other nectar-bearing flowers.— ."V me 1.1 a S. 
AlLEN, Brrketey, Calif. 

LosAngelks RBr.n)N, — Midwinter tri|>s 
afield have yielded somewhat meager re 
turns to the bin! obsener who appraicev 
ihe value of his day by the length of his 
list. Alaska Hermit Thrushes I'o^ Spar 
rows, and Golden- rrownc haie been not 
ably scarce. California Purple finches 
howe\-er. have been in the \allejs in more 
than ordinary numbers. 

On February 9. a Townsend's Solitaire 
was seen among the sand-dunes near 
Hyperion by Mr. L. K. Wyman. On the 
^'d. a fine observation of a Ferruginous 
Kough-lcgged Hawk was made by three of 
our members. On February jo, Western 
\'c3per and Western Savannah Sparrows 



were found in considerable numbers on the 
grassy hills of Sand CaAon on the water 
shed of the Santa Clara River, 

The first record of Pine Siskins for the 
season was made on March 3. when they 
were found feeding on willow and poplar 
catkins in company with Green-barked and 
Willow. Goldfinches and California Purple 
Finches, 

Varied Thrushes were seen in foothill 
canons March 3 and H, and on March ib 
and ij. five or sit were seen in the vicinity 
of .Mpine Tavern, Mt, Lowe. The Gray- 
headed J unco mentioned in the October- 
December report was again seen in the 
vicinity of Eagle Rock on March 8. 

Lewis' WoMtpecker was noted near Cala- 
basas March 15. and on the same date 
many Mountain Bluebirds were seen in 
the San Fernando Valley, Western Blue- 
birds in small numbers have been occa- 
sionally noted, and the number of Robins 
recorded has been small. Cedar Waxwings 
have frequently been seen in average 
numbers. 

Two Blue-fronted Jays have visited the 
garden of Mrs. Harriet Williams Myers at 
frequent intervals throughout the winter. 
Pipits, Homed Larks, and Larh Sparrows 
were noticed in large flocks on plowed land 
(March 34). The Pipits were observed to 
be still here .\pril 7. Along the shore, bird- 
life has been more abundant. February 21. 
at -Alamitos Beach. 104 Western Grebes 
were assembled in a louse flock on the 
ocean, apparently resting. Lists made at 
White's Point in February and March in- 
(luded Turnstones in large numbcrs(76on 
hebruary j8). SjMitted Sandpipers, .^meri- 
tan Mergansers, and Surf and White- 
winged Scoters. On February i8, Black- 
bellied Ploicr and Red-backed Sandpipers 
were t>bscr\ed to be donning summer plum- 
age On March 16. one Red-backed Sand- 
piper and one Plover were seen in complete 
summer dress, and three other Plover in 
various stages of change. Four Hudsonian 
Curlews were noted February 22, and a 
few Marbled Godwits, Willets, and Red- 
backed Sandpipers. No other Curlew have 
been seen, though five all-day trips have 
been made to the shore since that date. 
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One Caspi&n Tern was seen in company 
with California and Ring-billed Gulls at 
Bolsa Chica where many Ducks were in 
the lagoons. Most numerous were the Pin- 
tail and Shoveller. On the ocean beach 
many hundreds of Gulls were assembled in 
large flocks. 

On March 3, a few dark heads were seen 
among the Bonaparte's Gulls at Playa del 
Rey, and a pair of Red-breasted Mergans- 
ers observed on the lagoon. March 16, 
Marbled Godwits, Dowitchers, Western 
Willets, and Sandpipers were on the tide 
flats in large numbers, but Curlew appeared 
to be wholly absent. Brandt's Cormorants 
were in breeding plumage March 24 and 
the Egrets in the harbor district numbered 
II. Glaucous- winged Gulls were observed 
leaving for the North, and Black-necked 
Stilts appeared in Nigger Slough. Scmi- 
palmated Plover were noted April 1, also 
a Caspian Terns at the harbor, and Cali- 
fornia and Glaucous- winged Gulls were 
leaving. 

The Northern Violet Green Swallow led 
the van o( arriving land-birds from the 
South, making his first recorded appear- 
ance on February ig, a full month ahead 
of the Rufous Hummingbird. Costa's 
Hummingbird pushed his previous early 
date forward by about three weeks, arriv- 
ing in considerable numbers on February 
11, while the Rufous, if present, was not 
noticed until March iS. Cliff and Bank 



Swallows arrived on schedule time, and 
the wintering Tree Swallows bad thdr 
numbers augmented by fresh arrivals. 
Purple Martins took up their regular 
quarters in Whittier and Long Beach on 
March 37 and 30, respectively. March 15, 
brought the first Arizona Hooded Oriole, 
but they were not common until ten days 
later, when Bullock's also was noted. To 
date, only one Slack-headed Grosbeak has 
been listed, arriving March 11. The first 
Western Tanagcr was seen April 7, an 
early date for this locality. On April i 
Black-necked Stilts were again noted at 
Nigger Slough in company with Long-billed 
Dowitchers and Greater Yellow-legs. 
Among the Ducks, Green- winged and 
Cinnamon Teal were noted in company 
with Pintail and Shoveller. Cinnamon 
Teal were again noted with Baldpate 
April 7. Yellow-headed Blackbirds were 
seen on the above date at Nigger Slough, 
where the Tule Wrens are nesting. Lutes- 
cent, Fileolated, Black-throated Gray, 
Calaveras, Townsend's and Macgillivray's 
Warblers have arrived, in the order 
named, while Audubon's is still here in high 
plumage and in song. Warbling, Cas»n's 
andLeastVireosaredaily arriving. April?, 
a pair of Cabanis' Woodpeckers were seen 
entering a freshly excavated hole in a tree 
on the bank of the San Gabriel River near 
Whittier. — Frances B. Scrneideb, Los 
AHteles, Calif. 
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BiBDs OP THE Washington Region. By 
May Thacbek Cooke. Proceedings 
Biological Society, Washington, Vol, 34, 
pages i-ja, March 31, igii. 

Within the narrow limits of twenty-one 
pages, Miss Cooke has placed a surprising 
amount of iniormation concerning the 
^99 spedes and subspecies of birds known 
to occur within a radius of about 30 miles 
of the Capitol. We have first a nominal 
list of the 43 Permanent Residents (oUowed 
by A fully annotated list of the 108 birds 
classed as Rare, Irregular or Accidental 
Visitants (including two hybrids and two 
extinct species), while the remaining 
species are included in a table of Regular 
Migrants with data covering their spring 
and fall movements. The publication thus 
makes not only a useful and authoritative 
list of Washington birds but, in this day of 
highpublishingcosts,themeChodofarrange- 
ment may well be considered by prospec- 
tive authors of other local lists. — F. M. C. 

Club Report* and Bird AnnuaU 

Welcome evidence of the steadily grow- 
ing interest in birds and of the value of 
organized effort in bird-study is given by 
the increasing number of club reports and 
bird annuals which come to our desk. 
Space permits us only to record the names 
of the publications of this class which have 
been received recently. Copies of them all, 
however, may doubtless be secured by 
those to whom, for one reason or another, 
they may prove of assistance dther in 
teaching or studying birds. 

The Department of Conservation of the 
state of Alabama, under John H. Wallace, 
Jr., issues its usual annual 'Bird Day Book' 
(address Montgomery, Ala.), and Ohio 
and Illinois both send admirable Arbor and 
Bird Day manuals; the first compiled by 
Anna S. Winters (address Department of 
Public Instruction, Columbus, Ohio), the 
second by Francis G. Blair, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction (address Spring- 
field, HI*.). 



The Audubon Societies of Illinois 
(address 1649 Otis Building, Chicago) and 
of Indiana (address Frank C. Evans, 
Secretary, Crawfordsville) have published 
most attractive and useful 'Bulletins,' and 
we have also received the 'Bulletin' of 
the West Chester (Fa.) Bird Qub, 'The 
Murrelet' Official Bulletin of the Pacific 
Northwest Bird and Mammal Club (ad- 
dress Seattle, Wash.), and the 'Yearbook' 
of the Rhinebeck (N. Y,) Bird Club. The 
latter contains an annotated list, by 
Maunsell S. Crosby, of the 319 spedes of 
birds recorded from Dutchess County, 
which makes a serviceable guide and cheek- 
list for local students, as well as a valuable 
addition to faunal literature. — F. M. C. 

Tha OmltbDloclcal MacazinM 

El Hoemebo. — The principal paper in 
the December, 1910 (Vol. II, No. 3) issue 
of the organ of the Ornithological Society 
of La Plata (address Calle Peru, loS 
Buenos Aires) is by the Society's president. 
Dr. Roberto Dabbene. It is on the 34 spe- 
cies of North American shore-birds which 
have been recorded from Argentina. Dr. 
Dabbene classifies these birds according to 
their Argentine status as follows: 

I. Abundant and found in part during 
all the year: Greater and Lesser Yellow- 
legs, Pectoral and Wbite-rumped Sand- 

II. Common without being numerous 
and found only during thesummer months: 
Baird's and Solitary Sandpipers, Golden 
Plover, Stilt Sandpiper, Bartram's Plover. 

III. Scarce: Knot, Buff-breasted Sand- 
piper, Sanderling. 

IV. Very rare: Marbled Godwit, Wil- 
son's Phalarope, Spotted Sandpiper, Semi- 
palmated Plover, Hudsonian Curlew. 

V. Accidental Visitors: Northern and 
Red Phalaropes, Curlew Sandpiper, Least 
Sandpiper, Surf Bird, Green-shank. 

VI. No longer observed: Eskimo Cur- 
lew (the specimen of this species referred 
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CHILIAN FLAMINdOES (PhiimcapUriis ckilt 
GROUND WITHOUT A NEST. IN A LAGOOt 
PATAUOMIA. Courlny (H 

tu in the foot-note on pagp io3, was col- 
lected by R. H. Beck at Mar del Plata, 
September ;g, 11)14. H is in ihe Brewster- 
Sanfocd collection at the American — not 
•'Brooklyn"— museum). 

I>r. Dabbenc presents the known Argen- 
tine status of each of the above-mentioned 
species and a detailed list of its published 
records ol occurrence, besides many others 
based on specimens chiefly in the Museum 
of Natural History at Buenos Aires. 

The same author also contributes a re- 
view of the Kheas of Argentina and several 
general notes, including one on the nesting 
ot the Chilian Flamingo (Phxnkopteriis 
chiUnsis) which is illustrated by a photo- 
graph of exceptional interest, and which we 
are permitted to reproduce herewith. It 
was made in a lake near San Julian, Santa 
Cruz, 'Patagonia, 'presumably on an island. 
The eggs, as will be seen, arc laid on the 
ground with no attempt at nest- building. 
This fact suggests that possibly, in the 
absence of tides or heavy rainfall, the 
truncate mud- cones which Flamingoes 
usually build are not here required, and 



that consequently these cones are needed 
only where the birds nesl in shallow water, 
or where tide or heavy rainfall necessitate 
building to a height above the probable 
high-water level. 

A paper by Enrique Lynch Arribalzaga 
on 'The Birds of the Chaco,' 'Notes on 
Nests and Eggs' by Pedro Serif, and several 
shorter communications complete the 
number. — !■'. M. C. 

Bird-Lorea Wanted 
Bird-Lore continues to offer the Tree 
use of its columns to subscribers who 
wish to complete their files of this maga- 
zine, but hereafter these want notices 
will appear in this Department, as space 
permits. Herewith wc list a notice from 
James Grant. Jr.. R. R. No. 10, Boji 94. 
Van Wert, Ohio, for the issue of January- 
February, 1Q14. 



Lovers of bird music will be interested in 
a book of birds' songs by W. B. Olds, pub- 
lished by G. Schmirer of New York Cily- 
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A Bird in Ifcc Biab h Wonb Tun in fk Haiuf 

Few authors have been more intimately 
associated with their haunts than was John 
Burroughs with 'Riverby' and 'Slabsides,' 
and 'Woodchuck Lodge.' Among the 
thousands of his friends who have visited 
him at one or more of these places, there 
are doubtless few who have not hoped that 
they would be preserved as shrines for the 
Burroughs' lovers of thi», as well as of future 
generations. Ii would indeed seem like the 
violation of a sacred trust to permit 
'Slabsides,' for example, to crumble into 
ruins, and the little valley in which it 
stands become a neglected waste of brush 
and weeds. Nor can one accept the thought 
of its becoming the home of someone whose 
energies were devoted solely to the grow- 
ing of celery and onions. 

Gilbert White's home at Selborne Is 
now the residence of a manufacturer who 
has closed it to the public. White died in 
1793, ^nd. as year by year his fame grows 
and the lesson of his life becomes more 
potent, one realizes that his home should 
have been for all time open to his followers. 

So, too, Burroughs' audience will In- 
crease, and though we shall never again 
see the almost endless line of pilgrims who 
sought his cordial handclasp and kindly 
greeting, so long as his haunts exist, so 
long will they be a Mecca to those who will 
find John Burroughs living forever in his 

As a token of our love for Burroughs, as 
a tribute to his memory, and as a duty to 
posterity, it is clear that we of today 



tonal rS3 

should spare no eRort to acquire and pre- 
serve that portion of his estate to which 
the nature-lovers of alt limes seem the 
rightful heirs. 

Animated by this thought, some forty 
of Mr. Burroughs' friends met at the 
American Museum of Natural History on 
the afternoon of April 15, to consider the 
desirability of forming a Burroughs' 
Memorial Association. The meeting was 
addressed by Julian Burroughs. Mr. Bur- 
roughs' son and heir, by Ur. Clara Barrus, 
his literary executor, by Judge .\. T, Clear- 
water, of Kingston. N. Y., executor of his 
estate, by Hamlin Garland and others, all 
of whom endorsed the object for which the 
meeting had been called. After a discus- 
sion of ways and means, a committee of 
nine was appoinled lo draft a constitution 
and by-laws, and proceed with the organ- 
ization and incorporation of the Associa- 
tion. While the first object of this Associa- 
tion will be the acquisition of .Mr, Bur- 
roughs' homes, it is conceivable that it may 
exert a wide influence in promoting that 
friendship with nature which was the es- 
sence of Burroughs' message to mankind. 
Provision, for example, may be made for 
Junior Memberships and for the forma- 
tion of chapters or branches in the schools, 
and for the observance of .April 3, Mr. Bur- 
roughs' birthday, as Burroughs Day, in 
the schools as well as among nature-lovers 
everywhere. 

John Burroughs left the world not only 
a written record of his life, but he left an 
example of it; and this example, as a 
demonstration of the doctrine he preached, 
is no less precious than his written word 
itself. Burroughs, ihe man, will become, 
therefore, an object of increasing interest 
to those who will know him only through 
his books, and anything that we can do to 
preserve the scenes among which he lived 
and of which he wrole, will add immeasur- 
ably to Ihe value of the legacy with which 
he has so richly endowed the world. 

Information in regard to the Burroughs 
Memorial Association may be obtained 
from Dr. G. Clyde Kisher, secretary of the 
committee tor organization, at the .Ameri- 
can Museum of Natural History, 
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SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

Bdltcd by A. A. AU.BN, PIlD. 

Addnn ill commuDiutioni lebitive to lh« work et thk 
dcMrtnwDt to tha Editor, Cornell Uoivonity, llhua, N. Y. 

SUMMER BIRD-STUDY 

The study of birds is taking an ever increasingly important part in the 
curriculum of the schools. It is natural that this should be so, not only because 
of the resource which a knowledge of birds brings into the life of the child, but 
because bird-study stimulates an interest in all nature. The bright colors of 
birds, their cheerful songs, and the many amusing little incidents that the 
child can observe, usually arouse his interest sooner than the less animated 
plants and trees, and when once his interest in nature is active, he is easily led 
into other channels. The very difficulties which beset the study of birds only 
stimulate the red-blooded youth to greater endeavor, so that he frequently 
outstrips his teacher. Of course, it is not necessary that a teacher know a 
great deal about birds before encouraging his students to begin to study 
them, but if he does have a good knowledge of the fundamentals, it eases his 
mind and he is able to direct his pupils in their further study. At present 
there are comparatively few teachers who have more than a passing acquaint- 
ance with a few birds, and it is for this reason that this number of the 
School Department is devoted to a consideration of summer bird-study. 

The day is approaching when every large school will have its nature-study 
teacher, and every city its natural-history director. In some of the lai^r 
cities this policy has already been adopted, but its rapid expansion is limited 
by the scarcity of teachers who are equipped to take up the work. The advis- 
ability of having a teacher in every school who can devote his entire attention 
to this type of work lias never been questioned, but it is quite another matter 
to find the teacher who is prepared to do it. 

Of recent years it has become more and more the custom of teachers to 
spend part of their summer vacation in study at some college or normal sum- 
mer school where they either 'brush up' on subjects which they are already 
teaching or prepare to teach others. The boards of education of some cities, 
recognizmg the value of such training, provide scholarships to their best 
teachers so that they can attend these summer schools. Realizing that many 
of Biki>-Lore's readers are teachers who may be planning to spend a part of 
next summer in study, the Editor of the School Department thought they 
might like to know where they can find instruction in the study of birds. 
Accordingly he addressed the directors of about fifty of the leading summer 
schools, asking for short announcements of any courses in ornithology or bird- 
(134) 
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study that would be given this summer. At the time this goes to press, some 
of these schools have not yet been heard from, and, undoubtedly, there will be 
courses in bird-study given ui other institutions than those from which announce- 
ments have been received. The schools here listed, however, represent the 
country (except the Far West) fairly well and give an idea of the types of 
instruction that will be offered. If anyone decides he would like to take up 
bird-work at some other institution than the ones listed, he should address 
the director of that summer 
Bchool and he may discover 
that a course in bird-study will 
be given. Assurances have come 
to the Editor from many of the 
larger summer schools where 
bird-work will not be given this 
year, that courses will be offered 
as soon as the demand justifies 
it, but that this year the spirit 
of retrenchment that pervades 
all educational work forbids 
them offering it. 

It must not be assumed that 
instruction in bird-study is in- 
tended only for teachers or those 
who plan to use their knowledge 
professionally. A canvass of the 
students enrolled in the summer 
school at Cornell University 
during the past few years has 
shown them about equally 
divided into teachers who plan 
„, to use the work in their schools 
and those who take it for their 
own pleasure. The class work, they discovered, crystallized what they already 
knew about birds by systematizing it, afid thus made it possible for them to 
progress much more rapidly. At the same time it opened up new fields to them 
and introduced them to new friends. The learning of birds' songs, which is 
an almost endless task, is greatly shortened by having a teacher who is already 
familiar with them. Indeed so much does this mean to some bird students 
that some bird-courses, such as that at the University of Cincinnati, are 
designed primarily for this purpose. 

Another advantage of class study is the inspiration of being thrown with 
persons of kindred tastes. Too often the student of birds is compelled to work 
by himself and is discouraged by the lack of interest in those all about him. 
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At the summer schools he is surrounded by congenial companions. Add to this 
the inspiration of a new environment and new birds, and what at first seems 
like work, in that it is 'going to school,' becomes a continual round of pleasure. 

In only a few of the summer schools is the work in bird-study designed to 
take all of one's time. There is usually opportunity to take work in other 
natural sciences, in literature, history, mathematics, or almost any other study 
that one desires, although experience has shown that it does not pay to try 
to carry too many courses. If one attempts too much he gets but little good 
out of any, for all university courses are thorough and require considerable 
preparation. 

For the benefit of those who have never attended summer schools, a word 
about the customary organization of the work in ornithology will be given. 



Courses are ordinarily divisible into three parts: lectures, laboratory, and 
field work, the field work naturally playing a very important part. The sum- 
mer term is divisible into weeks, and classes meet a certain number of times 
each week, each meeting of the class being called a 'period' or an 'hour' whether 
it be for a fifty-minute lecture or for a two- or three-hour field-trip. Depend- 
ing upon the completeness of the course and the 'university credit' given, the 
class meets from two to ten times a week. Ordinarily the class meets together 
for the lectures but is divided into smaller sections for laboratory and field 
work. The field work is often given in the early morning, or a choice may be 
offered, but always a definite schedule is followed so that one can select several 
courses in the summer school and arrange his program of work as he 
deems best. 
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In the summer schools there are ordinarily no entrance requirements such 
as those of the regular year, although since the work is designed for mature 
minds, children are not usually admitted. The buildings and equipment of the 
regular college year are ordinarily employed in the summer and often the 
faculty is the same. Individual work on the part of the students is always 
encouraged and often proves a most interesting part of the summer program. 
Anyone planning to attend one of the summer schools should write either to 
the director of the summer school or to the person in charge of the bird-work 
for a complete announcement of the summer school in which he will find full 
■ particulars as to admission, fees, living expenses, and the like. 

Announcements of the courses in ornithology or bird-study in the various 
summer schools follow: 
National Associatioh of Audubon Societies, Department of Applied Ornilholoty. 

Informal instruction in bird-study will be given at the Amston Experiment Station, 
at Amston, Conn., by H. K. Job during the montb of August. Special emphasis will be 
laid on motion picture and other photography of birds, methods of attracting birds, 
and methods of propagating game and water-fowl species. For further information 
address H, K. Job, 601 Washington Ave., West Haven, Conn. 
Univebsitv of Cincinnati, Summer Bird-Study Course. June 17 to July 9. 

The class is limited to 45 and only a few places will be open to non-residents oE 
Cincinnati. Reservations made in the order of names and deposits received. The class 
will live during the course in the dormitories oE the Ohio Military Institute on College 
Hill, a high beautiful suburb of Cincinnati. 

The purpose of the coarse is the instant recognition of bird-songs. No previous 
knowledge of birds is required and the class always consists largely of beginners. Bird- 
trifw are from 6 to 8.30 in the morning and 6 to 8 in the evening. Group assignments to 
special bird-haunts are made for the morning hours and a lecture is given each day 
at 4.3a p.u. The afternoons are devoted to recreation. 

Those who take the examinations and pass with a grade of 60 or better will receive 
two university or professional credits. 

For further particulars as to equipment, expense, and the like, address Prof. Harris 
M. Benedict, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio, who is in charge of the course. 
Colo Spbing Hakbok, The Biological Laboratory 0} the Brooklyn Imtilutt of Arts and 
Sciences. 

Summer school in the biological sciences conducted at Cold Spring Harbor, Long 
Island. No formal work in ornithology is given, but guides are provided for morning bird- 
walks. For further particulars address Dr. Chas. B. Davenport, Director. 
Univessitv of Colorado, Boulder, Cole. 

Summer Quarters, June 13 to July 30. Work in ornithology will be given by Edna 
L. Johnson, A.B., Instructor in Biology, University of Colorado. 

Special attention will be given to the orders and more important families of North 
American birds; life histories, structure, flight, ecology, economic importance, game 
' preservation and propagation, geographical distribution. Field work will be devoted to 
field identification, nesting habits, and the songs of the common birds. There will be 
two lectures and three field or laboratory periods of two hours each per week. Laboratory 
fee,t3. Each student is advised to have a pair of field glasses or opera glasses and Florence 
Merriam Bailey's 'Handbook of the Birds of Western United States.' A complete an- 
nouncement of the Summer School can be obtained from the Director, Milo G. Derbam. 
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CoKNBLL Univsksity, CoUti« cf AtrieuUure, Itkaca, N. Y. 

Summer School, July i to August ii. Work in ornithology will be given by Prof. 
A. A. Allen, Eisa G. Allen, A.B., uid Miles D. Pirnie. Two courses will be given, one 
in genera] ornithology and one in applied onuthology. 

The course in general onuthology is designed to give an introduction to the study 
oE birds and a knowledge of the common species. The lectures will discuss such subjects 
as classification, migration, coloration, song, nest-building, eggs, care of young, methods 
of attracting birds, economic importance, etc. Tbe laboratory practice with bird-skins 
will give an intimate knowledge of the birds of eastern North America and familiarity 
with the use of a manual. The aim of the field work is the field identification of birdd 
and their songs and observations upon their habits. There will be three lectures, two 
laboratory and two field periods a week which will give University Credit of three hours. 
Each student should be provided with Chapman's 'Handtjook of Birds of Eastern 
North America' and with field or opera glasses. 

The course in Applied Ornithology is intended primarily for teachers or students 
who plan to go further with the study of ornithology. The lectures will discuss the 
field open to prospective ornithologists, methods of teaching, museum work and the 
preparation of specimens, bird photography, biological surveys, wild-life conservation, 
and game-farming. The laboratory and field-work will give practical exercises along 
these tines. This course is open only to students who are taking the first course or who 
have had its equivalent. There will be two lectures and two laboratory or Geld periods 
each week. Two hours of University Credit are allowed for tbe completion of this 

For a full announcement of the Summer School, apply to Professor Allen or to the 
Secretary of the College of Agriculture, Ithaca, N. Y. 
University op Iowa, loaa City, Iowa. 

Two courses in ornithology will be given in the second term of the summer session, 
July 35 to August 26, by Dr. Dayton Stoner. 

Course 105 S, The Birds bJ lama (5 hours; 1.6 Credit). This course is designed to aid 
the student in identifying our commoner birds as well as to give some idea of their 
fundamental structures and the basis of classification of this popular animal group. 
Lectures, readings, class discussions, and the identification of bird-skins in the labora- 
tory and of birds in tbe field will constitute the bulk of the work. This course should be 
particularly valuable to those who are teaching or who expect to teach natural science. 
Tbe following course, No. 106S, affords a fitting companion course. Assistant Professor 

Courst to6 S, AppliedOrnUkology (3 hours; i Credit). A lecture and reading course 
which will acquaint the student with some of the more practical problems connected 
with tbe study of birds. Such subjects as the relation of structure to the economic 
importance of birds, the economic value of birds, legislation relative to their protection, 
the function of the citizen in legislation, methods oC encouraging beneficial species and 
of combating those which may be harmful wiU be emphasized. Assistant Professor 
Stoner. 

A full announcement of tbe Summer School may be obtained by addressing the 
Director, Prof. C. H. Weller. 
Univbksitv op Micricah, Biological Station at Douglas Lake, Mich. 

At tbe coming session of tbe University of Michigan Biological Station, located on 
the shores of Douglas Lake, Cheboygan County, Mich., a course in ornithology will be 
given by Prof. Zeno P. Metcalf, of the North Carolina State College of Agriculture and 
Engineering, West Raleigh, N. C, to whom tetters of inquiry concerning the course 
may be addressed. Tbe course will concern itself with a study of the more common 
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local spedes by means of bird-skins, the recognition of birds in the field, observations 
of their feeding and nesting habits by means of bird-blinds, a study of their ecological 
relationships, and, near the close of the session, their migration movements. Since the 
session opens July s, the spring migration movements will have been completed, but 
students will have an excellent opportunity to observe the nesting habits o( many 
species known only as migrants farther south. Before the close of the session, August a6. 
early autumnal migration movements will have commenced. 



Opportunity will be given to qualified students to do special work on birds. The 
nature of this work will depend upon the training and inclination of the student and 
the limitations of the bird fauna of the region. A check-list of the summer birds of 
the Douglas Lake region has been issued as Occasional Paper No, 37, and may be bad 
on request from the University of Michigan Museum of ZoOlogy, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

A full announcement of the work offered at the Biological Station can be secured by 
addressing Dr. George R. LaRue, Director, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
MicmcAN ACKICULIUBAL COLLEGE, East Lansing, Mick. 

Summer School, June ai to August ». Work in ornithology given by Prof. Walter 
B. Barrows. 

The bird work is condensed into the first two weeks of the Summer School consisting 
of fifteen hours a week; five hours of lectures, and ten hours of laboratory or field work. 
This is followed by two weeks in botany and two weeks of entomology. The nature of 
the work b similar to that announced by the other university summer schools. 

A full announcement of the summer school can be secured by addressing the Director, 
Prof. E. H. Ryder. 
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Obeuin College, Oberlin, Ohio. 

The summer work in ornitbology at Oberlin College is so different Trom that given 
by any of the other institutions and so interesting that a communication from Prof. 
Lynds Jones, who conducts it, is given in full: 

"In 191s and 1916 I toolt the class by train to the coast of Washington, then the 
war interrupted. In igi9, the trip was made with automobiles to the same region. 
In 1920, automobiles were used again, but we went into California. 

This summer, starting on June 33, the trip will again be with automobiles (more 
properly 'Fords'). It will be westward to Grinnell, Iowa, my old home, thence north- 
ward to Lake Okoboji, thence northward into Minnesota to strike the Yellowstone 
Highway west of Minneapolis. This highway will then be traversed all the way to 
LivingstoD, Mont,, from where a side trip of four days will be made into Yellowstone 
Park. From Livingston the route leads through Butte and Missoula, and past Flat- 
head Lake, to the west entrance of Glacier Park. Three or four days will be spent in 
this park. We then run through Spokane, Wenatchee, and Snoqualmie Pass to Tacoma, 
Wash. From Tacoma a side trip will be made into Ranier Park. After this we will 
run out to the ocean at Moclipi for a short stay. 

"it is to be an ecological trip, with rather more attention paid to birds than to other 
subjects, partly because they are the most conspicuous and easily studied of the animals. 
Stops will be made along the way for more intensive studies at particularly favorable 
places. My plan is to make these studies in types of environment rather than try to 
cover the whole of the route. The life zones traversed will be from the Upper Austral 
to the Arctic- Alpine. The upper zones can best be studied in the parks because there 
the bird life has been carefully worked out and there are guide-books obtainable. 

"New cars ate bought for this trip, and are sold in Tacoma, the members of the 
party returning by train, each his own way. The proceeds of the sale of the cars go into 
rebates to members of the party. The cost, exclusive of tuition, aod including the return, 
is about SjsO' . 

"It is a seven weeks' trip, si« full days of each week being spent in study. A College 
Credit of eight semester hours is given as a maximum, but this Credit is based upon a 
paper which is written after the completion of the trip and after assigned reading. 

"In i9ig there were 14 women and 7 men) in 1920 there were 10 women and 9 men. 
The most of these were students of Oberlin College, but in each party there have been 
students from other institutions. 

"The entrance requirements for this trip, if it is to receive College Credit, are a year 
of zoDlogy or botany. It is desirable for the prospective student to have had, in addition, 
a good course in physiography, and familiarity with birds. 

"This is a strictly camping trip. Every night is spent out in the open. One meal a 
day is secured at some eating-house along the way, but the morning and evening meals 
are taken in camp. Each person provides himself with sufbdent bedding. Sleeping-cots 
are not used because of their weight and because they are too cold. Each of the cars is 
made into a sort of pullman bed. Thus half of the party can sleep in the cars. The other 
half make their beds on the ground. Tents are taken for emergencies, but are seldom 
used because we have never encountered wet weather. One readily learns to make a 
good job of dressing in his sleeping-bag. The cars make comfortable dressing places for 
the women. 

"Of course, lectures are given as occasion demands, but the main part of the work 
con^sts in taking the students to the work and giving them such directions as may 
seem appropriate. Some blunder arotind at first, but all of them finally learn to make 
fairly accurate interpretations." 

For further particulars address Prof. Lynda Jones, Oberlin, Ohio, 
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A GOOD CHANCE TO STUDY GEOLOGY WHILE WAITING FOK DUCK HAWKS 

D molt ■BiDiner Kh«U apportunity a iffardcd loiupplcmnt bird work wltk couna In fisUty CtdlogT. 

Entomoloir or otlien of Ibc nitunl ickicn 

University op Vikginia, CkarloUesvilU, Va. 

Summer School, first term, ... A course in bird-study given by Miss Kathleen A. 
Stuart, in cooperation with the National Association of Audubon Societies. 

There will be lectures and field-trips daily at 3.30 p.u. Students should brittg field 
or opera glasses, and as textbooks, 'Bird Guide,' by C. A. Reed, and the 'Handbook of 
Birds of Eastern North America,' by F, M. Chapman. 

A full announcement of the Summer School can be lecured from the Dean of the 
Univenity, Dr. Chailn G. Maphii. 
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GREAT HORNED OWL 

By T. GILBERT PEARSON 

'^i/t 49attoiul SbtMociatim of aabubon fiodttits 

EDUCATIONAL LEAFLET NO. KB 

Perhaps no creature of the wilderness is so dreaded by birds and small 
mammals as the Great Homed Owl. To them it is the great tiger of the night 
that on absolutely silent wings may appear at any moment. When its long, 
sharp claws sink into the back and neck of its victim, there is nothing more to 
be said or done — the end comes swiftly. 

Over the greater part of North America it is the largest of the Owls com- 
monly met with. From the end of its bill to the tip of its tail, the average 
specimen measures 3 feet, and the distance across its extended wings from tip 
to tip is about 4^ feet. Because of its abundant covering of long, soft feathers 
it has the appearance of being larger than its weight reveals. However, like 
many large birds, individuals vary much in size. Thus they are known to range 
in weight from 3 to 4K pounds. 

The Great Homed Owl is a bird of heavy timber lands and is seldom seen 
at a very great distance from the woods. Like most Owls, it is nocturnal in its 
habits, and, except on dark or cloudy days 01 in deep shady forests, rarely 
comes forth in the daytime. Shortly after sundown its deep bass calls can be 
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heard issuing from the swamps or woodlands. Its notes are something hke 
the syllables, vkoo, hoo-hoo-hoo, wkooo, vihooo. Sometimes the bird emits a 
piercing, blood-curdling scream that is very disconcerting to the city-bred 
person who hears it for the first time. These notes may be given as love-calls, 
as a challenge to its rivals, or, again, perhaps, for the mere pleasure of hearing 
itself speak. It would seem that these deep-toned notes, rolling through the 
silent lught air, would serve to frighten into hiding all game within hearing, 
but I have known thosewho contended that at times the Owl hoots for the pur- 
pose of helping to discover its prey, as for example when trying to locate a- 
rabbit iriiich it has seen but a moment before, and which is now crouched low 
hoping to escape detection. The claim is made that the sudden hoot of the 
Owl so frightens the rabbit as to cause it to shudder or jump or make some 
other involuntary movement that betrays its exact location to the keen-eyed 
watcher of the tree above. In any event, this Owl engages in much hooting, 
not only in the mating season but at other times of year, and in regions where 
the species are abundant, its weird and awe-inspiring serenades are one of the 
common sounds of the wilderness. 

The Great Homed Owl lives well, for it appears to eat almost every form of 
animal life that it can overpower and capture. It eats many bu-ds, and in 
hunting them has every advantage, for it may come upon the Robm, King- 
fisher, Crqw, or even large Hawks while they are asleep. What bird can escape 
its fearful claws? It is very destructive to game-birds, especially the various 
species of Grouse found throughout the northern woods and the mountains of 
the South. It is very fond of visiting the vicinity of farmhouses at night and 
carrying off the hens and guinea-fowl, or even killing young turkeys that have 
been foolish enough to go to roost in the open. 

While a boy, I remember one entering our poultry-house and killing a hen. 
She gave only two or three terrified squawks, but my father chanced to hear 
these and ran out to see what was robbing the poultry-roost. We had many 
robbers in those days — skunks, opossums, and sometimes human thieves — so 
when the scream of a hen pierced the midnight gloom, it was customary for my 
father to seize his gun and rush out to investigate. On this occasion he first 
closed the small door near the ground by which the hens entered, and then 
opening the large door and holding the lantern aloft he beheld an Owl standing 
on a hen that was lying on the floor of the chicken-house. Its great eyes 
gleamed and winked in the sudden light, and it popped its bill, perhaps in an 
effort to frighten him away. 

One interesting feature of this particular Owl I well remember. It was 
highly scented with musk from a skunk. Perhaps earlier in the evening, or 
maybe the night before, it had caugnt one of these black-and-white wood 
pussies. 

In the southern states. Great Homed Owls capture many opossums, and 
one of their easiest victims is the rabbit. In some parts of the country labbita 
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do great damage to growing crops and frequently girdle and kill young fruit 
trees. So these Owb in such places assuredly render great service in helping 
to keep down the increase of these rodents. All Owls seem to like rats and mice, 
immense numbers of which are taken about outhouses or farms, as well as in 
the woo<ls and along the borders of fields. 

When a Hawk captures a bird it picks off the feathers and throws them to 
the winds. An Owl, however, does not take this trouble. It will swallow a 
mouse whole, and if a bird is not too large will consume it in a like manner. 
Nature has arranged the Owl's stomach in such way that this plucking is done 
afterward and the fur, feathers, and bones which are indigestible are rolled into 
a compact mass and later ejected from the mouth. Not two weeks ago I found 
where an Owl had been roosting. On the ground below were several dozen of 
these pellets. This particular Owl had been feeding largely on mice, and the 
pellets were all of the same character. They consisted of a mass of fur more 
or less cemented together, and every one exammed was found to contain the 
skull of a mouse. 

The Great Homed Owl undoubtedly occasionally builds its own nest, but 
as a rule it selects the old nest of some Crow or Hawk to which it may add a 
few twigs. At times it lays its eggs in the hollows of large trees. In Florida the 
hollow trunks of trees appear to be used almost exclusively. Very little if any 
nesting material is used, in such cases the eggs simply being deposited on the 
rotten wood at the bottom of the cavity. In some of the regions of the West, 
where suitaUe nesting-trees are scarce, the birds often select crevices on rocky 
cliffs. In northern California I once visited a ranch where the owner told me 
that a pail of Great Homed Owls had made their nest and reared their young 
in the loft of his bam. We started out with the intention of paying the Owlets 
a visit. In passing a weird clump of small trees we were surprised to find a 
young Homed Owl sitting on the ground beneath them. It had left the shelter 
of the bam only the night previous. The other young one had also de[>arted 
but we were unable to discover it. 

It will be seen that the Great Homed Owl, like many other birds, builds its 
nest in a variety of situations, and the spot selected for the abode of its young 
must naturally depend on the character of the country in which the bird lives. 
In the southern part of its range it has been known to begin its family duties as 
early as January or even December. In New York state nests are found as 
early as February, and even in far away Alaska the bird turns its attention to 
its duties in April, where the ground is covered with snow and the icicles may 
he hanging from the trees. Usually two eggs are laid, although three and 
sometimes four have been found in a nest. About four weeks are required for 
the eggs to hatch. The young develop very slowly and two and one-half or 
three months will elapse before they are large enough to leave the nest, and 
they may be five months of age before the down of youth has entirely 
disappeared. 
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By far the larger majority of the birds of our Western Hemisphere are 
migratory. That is, they move southward upon the approach of winter and 
return to their northern homes when warm days of spring again visit the land. 
The Great Homed Owl does not belong to this class. Although it may wander 
some in quest of food, and when woodlands are cut away by the advance of 
agriculture it will move on to other regions, these shiftings from one feeding- 
ground to another would hardly be classed as migratory movements. Wherever 
found, therefore, this Owl may be regarded as a resident throughout the year. 

In the zoological gardens it is very usual to &nd a ci^e containing several 
of these large, feathered denizens of the woodlands. The bird is so very striking 
in its appearance and its plumage is so handsome that when one is taken alive 
its captor often feels that it should be exhibited for the interest and admiration 
of others. In captivity many of our native birds, especially when taken young, 
in time become quite tame and even friendly. This is true of many of the birds 
of prey, as, for example, the Condor and some of the large Hawks. The Great 
Homed Owl, however, scorns all friendly advances and its fierce, untamed 
nature is imsubdued even though the same captor may bring it food daily over 
a period of months and even years. Upon the near approach of a human 
intruder the Great Homed Owl will pop its bill and show fierce resentment. 
In a savage manner it will at times fly at the f)erson who enters its cage and 
has even been known to strike the hat and head of a man who came otJy for 
the purpose of administering to the Owl's need for food. 

The Great Homed Owl is widely distributed throughout the North Ameri- 
can continent, and, as is usually the case with a bird of such wide distribution, 
the species is represented by many climatic varieties. The casual observer 
might regard the Great Homed Owl of northern Canada and the one found in 
South Florida or Mexico as being identical, but a close examination would show 
a difference in the shading of the plumage or perhaps the size of the bird. There 
is not space here to give the range of all the different subspecies, but they may 
at least be named, and are as follows: Great Homed Owl, common in eastern 
North America. Then there are the Western Homed Owl, Arctic Homed Owl, 
Pacific Homed Owl, Dusky Homed Owl, Dwarf Homed Owl, Labrador 
Horned Owl, and St, Michael Homed Owl — eight varieties in all. 
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JOHN BURROUGHS' BIRTHDAY MESSAGE 



Ju$t a short time before he died. John 
BuiToughs, world-famous naturalist, wrote a 
birthday message to the boys and girU of the 
Audubon Societies. The message was: 

The Joy of Life 

My Dear Young Friends of the Every Child's 
Audubon Society: 
As the tim« draws near for my eighty- 
fourth birthday, I look hack down the long 
road of the years and think what a good jour- 



ney it has been. If I could live twice as long 
I could not exhaust the beauties and wonders 
of this best of all possible worlds. All my life 
I have been trying to find out what 1 could 
about this big globe of ours that is swimming 
through space and about its inhabitants, 
human and otherwise, and this knowledge has 
helped me to feel at home on our planet. I 
hope each of you will learn to feel at home 
and be happy in the learning of the wonders 
of OUT world. Your friend, 

John Bukkovchs. 



LAW REGARDING THE SALE AND WEARING OF 
FEATHBRS 



In most of the dlies of the United States, 
and particularly in New York, the plumes of 
the Biid-of-Paiadise are di^layed for sale 
and may be seen in common use on women's 
hats. Frequently their sale is advertised in 
newspapers. The traffic in these feathers 
seems to have been on the increase the past 
year. Our office receives numerous inquiries 
from people who tell us of these things and 
state, "The law is being flagrantly violated. 
Why do you not do something?" As a mat- 
ter of fact, in so far as the sale and wearing of 
these plumes is concerned, the law is not 



being violated, for the law does not prohibit 
these things. It is against the law to sell 
aigrettes, the plumes of the white Egret, but 
once they are in private possession there ap- 
pears to be no enforceable law against their 
being worn. In the case of Paradise plumes, 
however, the only restriction is the United 
States law embodied in the Tariff Act of 1913, 
which prohibit! Iht imporlalian of the feathers 
of any wild birds into the United States for 
commercial purposes. This is the law that 
is being "flagrantly violated." 

Undoubtedly the stock of Paradise feath- 
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CIS on band when the law went into effect on 
October 3, 1913,— nearly eight years ago, — 
has long ago been ejhatuted, and the plumes 
we now see sold and worn are most certainly 
feathers that have been smuggled. Ins[)ec- 
tors of the Custom Offices have made a large 
number of seizures, and in these columns we 
ha* from time to time reported the taking of 
some of these ill^al goods and the disposition 
made of them. 

This Association planned to ask the pres- 
ent sesuon of Congress that is revising the 
Tariff to amend the taw in such a way as to 
prohibit absolutely the sale of Paradise 
plumes. Just before the date set by the 
Chairman of the Ways and Means'Commit- 
tee for the President of the Association to 
appear before the Congressmen having this 
matter in charge, it was learned that the 
United States Millinery Chamber of Com- 
merce bad a bill to propose, and after a con- 
ference and much ddiberation it was decided 
to back their bill, and this was done, not only 
formally before the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee on February it, 1931, but subse- 
quently by other means. This bill makes it 
illegal to sell the plumes of Birds-of- Paradise 
or other smuggled feathers unless the seller 



can produce evidence to satisfy the courts 
that the feathers were brought Itgally into 
this country before the Tarifi Act lA 1913 
became effective. This is now under con- 
sideration in Congress, and if it becomes 
an item of the Federal statutes it will vir- 
tually mean that the last battle of the war 
waged by the Audubon Societies since 18S6 
against the legalized feather traffic shall 
have been won. 

Of course, regardless of how stringent the 
laws may be made, it is pnd>able that feath- 
ers for millinery decoration will continually 
be smuggled into the country. De^ite the 
Association's warden-force, Egrets in the 
southern swamps will continue to be lulled 
because of tbe high price that tbe plumes will 
bring, and because there will persist a certain 
type of feminine mind that will be glad to 
possess and exhibit feathers too costly for 
their neighbors to procure. 

The fight has beoi a long and hard one, 
and a successful issue has been long deferred 
for two reasons: one, man's lust for money, 
and, second, woman's love for adornment, 
and these two passions may be ranked as 
among the strongest that govern tbe human 



NEW JERSEY BOBOLINK LAW PASSED 



On April S, there was successfully con- 
summated a result for which the New Jersey 
Audubon Society has been earnestly striving 
for the last five or six years, when Governor 
Edwards affixed his signature to Senate Bill 
80, according to the Bobolink a place in the 
list of song and inseaivorous birds, with 
permanent protection, and removing from 
the list of game-birds the name of 'Reed Bird.' 

Until almost the last moment, prospects 
for the success of this measure were extremely 
discouraging. The bill was introduced Jan- 
uary 31, and was not rqwrted from the Sen- 
ate Committee on Game and Fisheries until 
March 7, reaching a vote in the Senate on 
March 16. It passed that House by an 
affinnative vote of eleven, exactly the neces- 
sary number, and with four opposition votes, 
one of which was cast by Senator Allen, 
President of the Seiwte, wbo also spoke 
agunst the bill. The bill was favorably re- 



ported by the Assembly Committee on Game 
and Fisheries on March 30, despite a very 
reliable previous statement to the effect that 
it had been passed in the Setiate, with the 
distinct understanding that it was to be held 
in the Assembly Committee on Game and 
Fisheries. Under suspension of rules, it was 
passed by the Assembly on the same date 
that it was reported, by a vote of forty-two 
to nothing, and was transmitted to the Gov- 
ernor. While in hb hands, it was discovered 
that there was a legal error in the title, and it 
was recalled by Senator Case, wlio introduced 
it, amended and repassed in the Senate on 
April 7, and in the Assembly on April 8, in 
the very last minutes of the final day of tbe 

This bill probably established a record for 
measures of its character, in the considera- 
tion that was accorded it in the last minutes 
of the session, when it was amended and re- 
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passed. Such consideration is usually r6- 
served for bills that l^n^tors consider 
infinitely more important than they are wont 
to ccnsidei wild-life conservation measures. 
From its introduction to its passage, it meant 
the most continuous and strenuous effort on 
the part of its sponsors, who enlisted the co- 
qKration of the Junior Audubon Class mem- 
bers in the schools, the State Federation of 
Women's Qubs, and every available agency 



of progressive citizenship in this fight. The 
passage of this bill is a triumph for Audubon 
work and removes a long-standing stain from 
the fair name o( New Jersey. 

Hearty congratulations are due the New 
Jersey Audubon Society, and especially its 
Secretary, Beecher S. Bowdish for this splen- 
did victory in the interests of the much- 
pei^ecuted Bobolink. 



QUAIL AS A 'SONGBIRD' 

En some sections of the country 
idea appears to exist 



o the attitude of 
the National Association of Audubon Socie- 
ties toward the Quail, some people thinking 
that the Association desires to see the Quail 
put on the 'song-bird list', and thus perma- 
nently withheld from the realm of field sports. 
With this there is given a copy of a letter 
written by the President of the Association 
to Representative Simon F. Zook, of Penn- 
sylvania, who recently was fathering such a 
bill in the legislature of that state. This 



letter may be regarded as representing the 
Association's attitude toward the subject. 
Ma. SiuoH F. ZooK, 

House of Representatives, 

Harrisburg, Pa. April i, 1911. 

My dear Mr. Zotk: 

Your letter of March 31, inviting me to 
appear before the Game Committees of the 
Pennsylvania House of ReprescDtatives on 
April 5 in support of your bill to put the 
Quail on the 'song-bird list' reached me this 
morning. 

The National Association of Audubon 
Societies does not advocate the placing of the 
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Quail on the 'song-bird list' and this is the 
attitude it has always held. As historic evi- 
dence of the fact that we regard this bird as 
strictly a game-bird I may mention that in 
the old 'Model Law' prepared by the American 
Ornithologists' Union, and which, as a result 
of campaigns instituted by workers of this 
Association, was adopted in forty-one states, 
including Pennsylvania, the group of birds 
to which the Quail belongs is specially de- 
clared to be game-birds. In most states this 
bill was known as the Audubon Bill and in 
many places today is known as the Audubon 

If the ordinary safeguards thrown around 
a game-bird, Euch as bag-limit, limited shoot- 
ing-season, non-sale, and other usual pre- 
cautions do not prove sufficient in prevent- 
ing the numbers of the species from becom- 
ing unduly depleted, then it should be pro- 
tected by a dosed season of a few years' 
duration in order to allow the bird to re- 
cuperate in numbers. 

A law placing the Quail on the song-bird 
list, or in other wortk giving it perpetual 
closed season, is likely to have a tendency to 
defeat the very object for which the bill was 
enacted. The class of people that has taken 
most interest in this bird in the United States 
is the organized sportsmen. In many states 
these bodies, representing thousands of good, 
worth-while citizens, in order to perpetuate 
their opportunities to go afield with gun and 
dog, have expended much time and large 
sums of money in feeding Quail during peri- 
ods of heavy snows and have also been re- 
sponsible for the introduction of tens of 
thousands of Quail for the purpose of restock- 
og depleted coveys. Many of these organi- 
zations are also active in apprehending and 
reporting those who kill the Quail by illegal 
■ methods or at unseasonable times. 

It is my opinion thai, especially in many of 
the northern and central states, the Quail 
today would'be almost as rare as the Passen- 



ger Pigeon if it had not been for the efforts 
of the game-protective organizations of 
sportsmen who have long Wen the chief 
active force in securing and encouraging the 
enforcement of laws for its preservation. If 
in attempting to protect Quail the bird is 
removed for all time from the list of birds 
that may ever be hunted, you virtually take 
from it the solicitous protective influences 
of the one large class of our citizens which has 
done most for its protection in the past. 

This Association has niany lights with 
sportsmen's organizations on the subject of 
whether the Bobolink, Meadowlark, and 
some other birds should be regarded as game- 
birds. However, the wise directors of an 
organization working for reform do not allow 
their zeal to carry them beyond the bound- 
aries of their true functions and objects, 

My experience has been that in most in- 
stances the fortunes of the Quail may with a 
fair degree of safety be left in the hands of 
the game- protective associations which have 
an intense personal interest in the preserva- 
tion of the species. 

If it comes to a fij^t for recognition of 
proprietorship of the hird between the land- 
owners on one aide and the people who desire 
to hunt them on the other, and in which, 
therefore, the fortunes of the Quail occupy a 
secondary consideration, the matter assumes 
a little different a^tect, and yet the well- 
being of the bird is still at stake. 

You may always count upon the support 
of this organization to light to the limit of its 
powers to any factors which threaten the 
continued existence of all desirable species 
and it the status of the Quail in your slate 
demands a closed season for a term of years 
to insure its protection we shall be (^ad to 
lend our support to a bill to attain this end. 

Regretting that I do not feel at liberty to 
accept your invitation, permit me to remain, 
Very truly yours, 
T. Gilbert Pearson, Frtsident. 



THE WYOMING ELK SITUATION 



The officials of the Government Bureau of 
Biological Survey state that a good increase 
from the survivors of the southern Yellow- 
stone elk herd is looked for this year, in view 
of the unusually favorable winter just past. 
Last year's rains, it is said, produced a plenti- 
ful growth of feed on the ranges, and as a 
result the elk are reported to be in excel- 
lent condition, with the prospect of only 
a normal death-rate, instead of a repeti- 
tion of the heavy mortality of the winter 
of 1919-ZO, due to lack of forage and a 
sei-ere winter. 



Reports from representatives of the de- 
partment engaged in the work of seeing to the 
welfare of the elk say that in the district 
tributary to Jackson Hole, including the 
Gros Ventre and Buffalo Pork valleys, the 
elk now remaining of the southern herd num- 
ber about 9,000, having been reduced to this 
number from almost 10,000 in 1919. There 
was such a shortage of feed in the winter of 
1919-20, resulting from the severe drought of 
the previous summer, that in addition to hay 
purchased and fed by the state it was also 
necessary for the Federal Government to 
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spend about $36,000 for hay to save part of 
this herd from starvatioD. 

The tremendous k>ss that has recently 
occurred in this herd cannot be attributed 
to a single cause. The one most responsible, 
however, is the almost total lack of suitable 
winter range in Government ownership. 
Were these winter ranges within the National 
Forest the sdution would be comparatively 
simple, even though disastrous to the settlers 
dependent upon these ranges (or their sus- 
tenance. Areas upon which the elk are abso- 
lutely dqtendent for winter forage are now 
largely in private ownership and can only be 
■lecured for use by the elk by purchase or 
M>me other arrangement with the owners. 



The areas within the forests most tiuitable 
(or winter range (or the elk have been set 
aside for that purpose as a tenmonuy expedi- 
ent, but these areas are neither well suited 
nor located to meet the objects desired. Even 
with this ossji^tance the elk are only able to 
survive mild winters, and when a st>ere 
season occurs, losses from stBr\'atiun are 
appalling. It must ine\'itably lollow that 
this herd will soon be reduced to the numUr 
for which hay can be pr«>-ided unless winter 
ranges are immediately provided for them. 

It is not too late t<i preserve the elk in 
Komlly numbers; but there must be a thor- 
ough recognition of restHinsibility and ade- 
quate state and Federal legislation. 



NEW YORK LEGISLATION 



At the last session of ihe New Vork lA-gis- 
lature, which recently adjourned, amend- 
ments were made to ihe game laws, some <if 
which we must reheard us being decidedly 
ilelrimental to the interests of con.<ier\-alion 
in the state o( New York. There have been 
135 salaried game-wardens. These men have 
been trained with great care (or their duties, 
and for some years have been uniformed, 
which gave added dignity to their position. 
The recent change in the game laws reduced 



ihe number of this active, salaried forte of 
game- protectors from 135 to 90. 

Governor Miller also has seen fit to relea^ 
George IJ. Pratt from the position of State 
Consen-ation Commiitsioner, There appears 
to have been no expressed dissatisfaetbn 
regarding Mr. Pratt's administration. He 
was removed simply to make room for a 
|H>1itical friend of the Governor, Such things 
often happen in a republican form of govern- 
ment such as that under which we flourish. 



YELLOWSTONE PARK AGAIN ATTACKED 



Senator Walsh, undismayed by Ihe delcal 
of his bill in the last session of Congress, has 
again undertaken to induce our Federal law- 
makers to permit the damming of the Yellow- 
stone River where it flows out of the Y'el- 
towslone Lake, in order to provide water for 
private commercial. projects in his home stale 
o( Montana, This Association and its friends 
will fight this new effort of Senator Walsh, 
and any others who attempt to despoil the 
National Parks, with all the strength at our 
command. For some reason he has adopted 
the unusual method of introducing his bill 
twice in the Senate and these bills are today 
known as S.174 and S.s;;. The measure 
reads as follows: 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of Amer- 
ica in Congress assembled, that the right is 
hei^^ [ranted to the state of Montana to 



erect and maintain a dam aiross the \ellow- 
tttone River at a point lo be selected by it, 
not more than three miles below the outlet 
of Lake Veliowslone, for the purpose of con- 
serving the Hood waters draining into said 
lake, for use in the irrigation of lands in the 
valley of the said river beyond the bounds i>[ 
ihe Yellowstone National Park. 

"The said dam shall be so constructed as 
to serve as a bridge for foot and vehicular 
travel over said river, and shall he of no 
greater height than is ncces.sary lo maintain 
the level of the said lake at the mean high- 
water mark, hereby declared to be six feel 
above the mean low-water mark. 

"That plans for the construction of the 
said dam shall, before work is commenced, be 
approved, and the mean low -water mark, upon 
the request of the said State, shall be fixed 
by the Director of the Reclamation Service. 

"The work of construction of the said dam 
shall be conducted only h;y the said State of 
Montana, or by some irrigation district or 
association of irrigation districts authorized 
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by it, and tbe r^ht to the use of the waters 

conserved throu^ such dam shall never be 
authorized by the said State except by the 
qualified water users of irrigation districts. 
The flow of the water through the said dam 
shall be regulated and controlled by the said 
State of Montana. 

"The right to authorize the use, for the 
development o( hydroelectric energy, of anj' 
of the waters conserved by means of the said 



dam, is hereby reserved to the United States, 
but any revenues derived from such reserved 
use shall accrue to the state of Montana for 
the benefit of the said state or the irrigation 
district or districts assuming the charge for 
the construction of the said dam. 

"Nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to authorize the construction of diver- 
sion or conduit or other works save said dam 
within the Yellowstone National Park." 
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The Yellow-breasted Chat and the Cowbird 

By WILBUR P. 8UITM. Souih Notv.alk, Conn. 

I HAVE been re-reading Dr. A, A. Allen's article on Warblers in Bird-Liikk 
for March-April, lyiy, and especially his experiences with the Yellow- 
breasted Chat. l)r, Allen tells us that he has never known a Chat to 
hatch out a Cowbird's egg, and I find in the 'Warblers of North America' the 
following quotation from F. L. Burns (M.S.): "The nest is watched very 
closely, although the owner is seldom flushed from it, while a disturbed nest 
will almost invariably t>c deserted after the owner has pierced or broken its 
eggs. While the Cowbird frequently deposits its egg in the Chat's nest, it is 
never incubated, but destroyed by the bird with her own." 

In the face of such a positive statement as the la.st, some CKiJeriences 1 have 
had with the Chat lake on an added interest, though i>erhaps I am iiverlxjid in 
upsetting what seems to be an accepted belief in the Chat's super- keenness in 
detecting the Cow-bird's egg, which is so like her own. 

Let me first fortify my position by quoting a fellow bird student, Mr. Jesse 
Meeker, who writes me that "on June 2, 1902, at Milford, Conn., 1 found a 
Chat's nest with three Chat's eggs and one Cowbird's egg, and the Chat flushed 
from the nest. All the eggs were slightly incubated," 

The only Cowbird I ever caught in the act was seen slipping from a Chat's 
nest, and I removed the newly laid Cowbird's egg and photographed the nest, 
with the three Chat's eggs, and know that they all hatched and the young 
were raised. 

In typical Chat country, an abandoned field overgrown with bushes and 
vines, I found a Chat's nest with one egg and one Cowbird's egg. It was built 
in a tangle of escaped honeysuckle vines and was not as cleverly concealed as 
is generally the case. I had only recently been reading of the Chat's ability to 
detect the alien egg which Is so like its own, and a desire pos,sessed me to leave 
the Cowbird's egg in the nest and see what would hap|>en. If the Chat was as 
keen as I had been led to believe, she would desert the nest anyway, while if she 
finished laying her set of eggs and hatched and raised the Cowbird's, something 
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would have been learned. Besides, the friends of the small birds have never 
made the ("owbird the outlaw he deserves to be by removing him from the pro- 
tection of the Connecticut law, and I could salve my conscience with the thought 
that I was strictly obeying the law in leaving the egg in the nest. 

The next morning there was a Cowbird's egg in a Chipping Sparrow's nest, 
about fifty feet from the Chat's nest, and a second Cowbird's egg in the Chat's 



TWO VOUNX COWBIRDS IN CHATS NEST. A YOUNG CHAT IS CROWDED 
OUT OF SIGHT BY THE COWBIRDS 
Pheilocnphed.juit belon kiving tht Ksl. by Wilbur f. Smith 

nest, from which the female Chat flushed at my approach. I visited this nest 
every morning. No more eggs were laid, and the Chat began incubation the 
same day the second Cowbird's egg appeared in the nest. At my approach she 
would slip off the nest and glide through the tangle like a shadow, but I always 
could feel that she was watching me, while she herself remained unseen. 

After several days' incubation I photographed the nest and ^gs, and though 
I had to disturb the surroundings somewhat, she was on her nest as usual the 
next morning. All three eggs hatched, and it was the old story of crowding and 
clamor, greed and starving, and though the young Chat managed to exist and 
leave the nest, it was 'out of sight' beneath the larger and stronger Cowbirds 
when I photographed the nest just before they left it. 

These Chats were completely deceived by the Cowbird and were as devoted 
to the alien interlopers as any other Warbleror Sparrow or Virco would have been. 

While it may be argued that this nest was an exception that proves the 
rule, it can just as well be claimed that far from aU the Chat's nests ue diecov- 
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ered, and there is no way to teU to what extent the Chat is imposed on by the 
Cowbird. However, it docs not appear to me that the Chat is as 'touchy' about 
having its nest discovered as some writers beUeve. 

Birdcraft Sanctuary is visited by several thousand pteople each year, and 
among its summer bird residents, for the past four years, has been a pair of 
Chats which nest among the tangles of bush and briar. Three of their nests 
were built beside a much-used trail, although there were plenty of secluded and 
equally desirable places without a bird tenant. 

One Chat became so tame she would not leave her nest, even when the warden 
was mowing the trail with a noisy lawn mower, only a few feet away from her. 
Another nest, on the way to the 'Overlook,' was in a tangle of cat briars and so 
near the trail that it could easily be touched from it, but the bird frequently 
remained on the nest as the warden and myself stood in the trail in plain sight. 
I photographed this nest and eggs and it did not disturb its owner, save for the 
lime we kept her from her eggs. 

During three years the Chats raised their brood, but the fourth year the nest 
was destroyed, and, as the Chat's song ended al the same time, we have 
always believed that a certain bird of prey caught her, as it had been known 
lo catch other breeding birds. 

There is an air of peace and quietness brooding over Birdcraft's smiling 
acres, and much as we hope that the Chats have sensed it and departed from 
the ways of their kind, we believe, rather, that there is variation in the habits 
of the Chat just as there is in those of other birds. 
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The Mockingbird of the Arnold Arboretum 

By C. H. EARLY, Boiton. Mami. 

IX THE early spring of 1915, when I was walking along that part of the 
Boston park system known as 'Arborway,' my attention was suddenly 
attracted to the topmost part of a small cherry tree near the Forest Hills 
entrance of the .\mold Arboretum. From a point of vantage which no one 
could dispute, one of our feathered friends was pouring forth a melody so sweet 
and voluminous that I wondered how others who were passing by at the time 
could so easily ignore it. 

As I had been for some little time a follower of the bird-life of southeastern 
Massachusetts, I knew that the notes coming from that musically developed 
throat were not those of a bird common to this locality. At tirst the song 
u'as a series of warbles, full-throated, and containing many crescendos and 
diminuendos; then it resolved itself into a series of short snatches of song 
resembling the songs of a number of our resident birds, both summer and 
p>ennanent. 

The Blue jay's notes, both the harsh jay and the tuneful, bell-like, ge-rul4up, 
ge-rul-lup, and three of the Robin's repertoire, viz., his alarm call, his 'rain' 
call, and his ordinary song, were very frequently imitated. Other bird-notes 
were in evidence, particularly those of the Song SfMirrow, the Baltimore Oriole, 
the yuk, yuk, yuk, of the Flicker, the noisy chattering of the English Sparrow, 
and occasionally the loud call of the male Ring-necked Pheasant. 

As I often had heard that the Blue Jay mimicked the songs of other birds, 
and as this bird used the Blue Jay's notes more often than those of the other 
birds, I was inclined to believe that I had met another unusual Blue Jay. 
With some difficulty (for the bird moved at my approach from tree to tree) I 
got between him and the sun, which was at that time verj' near the horizon 
and discovered that I was being entertained by a real Mockingbird. 

A few days later I visited the Arboretum and saw him near the top of a 
large white oak tree. Later that day he was on the ground, evidently feeding 
on insects. He seemed more willing to be approached than he was on the even- 
ing when I first made his acquaintance, for I was able to get within a few 
yards of him. 

Almost everj' time when I haVe visited the Arboretum during the past six 
years he has been very much in evidence. He keeps, for the most part, in the 
vicinity of the small ponds and along the road leading to the Jamaica Plain 
entrance, although he wanders very much beyond these limits at times. Many 
of the followers of the Arboretum birds are of the opinion that he forsakes bis 
usual haunts during the months of July and August each year. Such is not 
the case, however, for I have seen him several times during each of these 
months, in the years of 1918 and igiQ, and once or twice during July and 
August of 1930. On nearly all of these occasions he has poured forth his usual 
(179) 
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variety of song. During the above months he often repairs to the collection 
of oaks just across the automobile road near the Forest Hills entrance, but I 
have observed that he visits his favorite haunts some lime during each day. 

As a songster this particular Mockingbird has, to my mind, no superior, at 
least in this locality. His best exhibition was given in May, 1Q19, when he 
sang in competition with a Brown Thrasher and a Catbird. The three birds 
had chosen the topmost parts of three trees for their respective outpourings 
of song. Each was, no doubt, trying to outdo the others. Such music 1 had 
never heard before nor have I heard any likeit since. Many times I have 
listened with delight to the vesper songs of our Thrushes, emanating from an 
almost primeval woodland. I have frequently enjoyed their matin songs and 
have marveled at their liquid quality and their flutelike character. But the 
combined music of these songsters who were extending themselves seemingly 
beyond their ordinary capacities had an awe-inspiring effect almost beyond 
the power of description. When I first came within hearing distance I was 
certain that there were three Mockingbirds singing; but as I got nearer their 
open-air theatre I was able to identify one of the trio as a Catbird who was 
leaving out his cat-calls and doing his best to outrival his competitors. On 
approaching nearer I discovered that a Brown Thrasher was pouring forth 
the best that was in him, even to the point of almost bursting his throat. The 
Mockingbird, however, was singing calmly, though effectively, in his own 
inimitable way, easily out-pointing his rivals in volume, variety, and melody. 
At times he seemed almost derisive and occasionally he would stop in his 
production of song to go through a few gyrations and somersaults apparently 
for the edification of his rivals who were beginning to show signs of fatigue. 

Every winter, as well as each of the other seasons of each year since the 
spring when he was first seen, he has kept close to his adopted abode. One 
day during January, 1919, when the thermometer registered 6 degrees above 
zero, I found him feeding on barberries. He looked none the worse for the 
siege of cold weather which we were having at that time, and had had for a 
few weeks previously. I saw him many times during that month and during 
the subsequent months of that year. Near the end of Febrtiary he expressed 
himself in song. It was not the song of springtime or summer. It was more 
metallic than he was wont to have had it and lacked the vibrancy of his music 
of a few months later. 

Last winter, particularij* after the snowstorms of January and Februar>", 
which storms will long be remembered in these parts, I felt that the supreme 
test was in store for our friend who had been more used to sunnier climes at 
that season of the year. I looked for him quite often and usually found him 
near his favorite haunts, looking the picture of health and activity, 

I visited the Arboretum twice during January, 1921, and on each oc- 
casion he has presented himself to my view. On Sunday January 33, 1 found 
him feeding on the fruit of a Pkellodendron chinense glabriusculum, a varietj- of 
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tree native to Central China. On Saturday, January ig, 1921, the day on which 
this article was written, 1 visited the same locality and had the pleasure of 
seeing him on the ground near the same tree. He looked sleek and well- 
groomed; there was not a feather out of place. He was more plump than at 
any time when I had previously seen him and looked fully able to withstand 
the rigors of many more of our winters. 

I trust that he will continue to care so ably for himself and that he will 
enjoy his hermit life (for hermit he surely is) for many years to come. At 
least let us hope that he will live a bird-life of such extension as would be in 
keeping with the length of the name of the tree on whose fruit he is gaining 
bis sustenance at the time this article is written. 
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The Bird Bath in Molting Time 



r T THEN we left home in 
^^ early August for a 
" ' month's vacation, the 
yard was alive with birds; when 
we returned, the first week in Sep- 
tember, not a bird was to be seen. 

"Where are the birds?" a 
friend inquired. 

They were gone, but we be- 
lieved that we could charm them 
back again. 

The bird-bath, which had held 
no water during our absence, was 
filled and kept full, and the hose 
was freely used to revive the 
grass and give the bushes a drink. 
We knew that water in a bird- 
bath had a reflecting surface like 
a mirror and could be seen by 
birds in the trees for a consider- 
able distance. Moreover, we be- 
lieved that birds could actually 
smell water; and so, after filling 
the bath and watering the lawn, 
we confidently waited. 

In a, few days a flock of a 
dozen Robins came to the lawn 
and for a whole month literally 
made the bath their own. Two 
or three Flickers came, and a 
couple of Brown Thrashers; sev- 
eral Mourning Doves camped in 
the garden; Blue Jays were fre- 
quent visitors; and at least one 
Catbird and one Cuckoo made 
their appearance, while Bronzed 
Crackles were occasionally ob- 
trusive by- their numbers. Thus 
it was abundantly demonstrated 
that the birds had left the vicinity 
for lack of water. 
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The birds' need of water in the moiling season explains their rather sudden 
disappearance In late August or early September. At this time they are 
feverish, weak, silent, almost 
sick; their strength is expended 
in growing new feathers; and 
one will find them in the trees, 
shrubbery, and willows beside 
streams, rivers, and lakes. 
They drink, and drink deeply, 
every little while, and literally ' 
soak themselves in water. I 
eagerly watched those that I 
had enticed back from the 
river, some four blocks away, 
and found that their conduct 
at the bath differed from their 
ordinary conduct in several 
respects: 

1. Tkey had no Jighlin them. 
Half a dozen Robins would 
perch on the small bath at the 
same time, literally surround- 
ing it, while two or three would 
get into the bath together. 
Ordinarily, except with rather 
young birds, a passage at arms 
would instantly ensue if a 
second bird hopped to the 
bath while another was 
drinking. 

2. They simply could not be 
satiated with water. They 
seemed to be burning with 
fever. After drinking and bath- 
ing to seeming repletion, they 
scattered, but in twenty or 
thirty minutes they were back 
again, some crowding the bath, 
while others surrounded it on 
the ground and waited im- 
patiently. 

3. IMfferent species would 
drink contmttdly together, some- 
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thing not even attempted on such a small bath at other times. Mourning 
Doves and Robins, Brown Thrashers and Robins, Fhckers and Robins, 
Crackles and Robins, would drink together. One day a Robin and a Flicker 
were actually in the bath at the same time. A truce seemed to be established 
because it was molting-time. The only exception was the Blue Jay, which 
would not permit any other bird at the bath with itself. 

4. Dust-balking birds now became wtUer-bathing birds. Ordinarily the 
Mourning Dove and Blue Jay do not bathe in water but take dust-baths 
instead. Now they could not get water enough. Their awkwardness in the 
bath, however, was apparent, and that of the Mourning Dove almost ludicrous. 
Other birds, such as Robins, Catbirds, and Thrashers, seem to have acquired 
an impulsive wing reaction which sends the water flying. Jays and Doves 
want to roll in water as they do in dust ; but while the molting fever is on 
them they must have water. 

5. Toward Ike end of Ike molting-seasoti new vigor becomes manifest. The 
birds came less frequently to the bath, and drank and bathed less when they 
did come. They would not permit each other on the bath with the same 
contentment as before; too close proximity engendered hostility. Different 
species on the bath at the same time was a thing of the past. They were now 
more noisy; and even a snatch of song from Robins, Grosbeaks, Wrens — and 
Meadowiarks in the nearby meadow — was not uncommon. The Flicker even 
renewed his courting antics and proposed a new mating until the vicious pecks 
of the female reminded him that the mating season was over. 

When full vigor had returned and the birds had become their real selves 
again, the premises were soon abandoned, for the summer residents had 
taken wing for their southern winter home. 
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The Cowbird: A Parasite 

By HARRY B. BLDBK, Montletllo. Ind. 

THE common name for the species generally known as the Cowbird 
varies with different [>eople and with different sections of the country. 
Cow Blackbird, Cow Bunting, Lazy Bird, Brownheaded Blackbird, and 
other appellations are among the synonyms in use. Whether most appropriate 
or not, usage seems to be crystallizing upon the term 'Cowbird,' for the reason 
that members of the sf)ecies are so often found among cows in pastures. The 
reason for this association with cattle is not exactly known. Some writers see 
no relation between such association and the life of the bird, while others 
believe that insects, driven from the grass and weeds by the cattle, furnish the 
foundation for such a habit. 

It is as a parasite upon other sf)ecies of birds that the Cowbird is most 
interesting. It never builds a nest of its own, it does not incubate its own eggs 
and it takes no care whatever of its young. Its eggs are deposited in the nests 
of other birds, usually smaller than itself, and the foster parents incubate them 
and feed them along with their own. Most evidence indicates that the Cow- 
bird deposits its e^s directly in the nests of its victims. Not less than ninety- 
one species, according to Bendire, are victimized in this manner. Since its 
egg is, as a rule, larger than those of the rightful owners of the nests, it receives 
most of the body heat during the period of incubation and frequently hatches 
a day or two ahead of the other birds. This gives the young Cowbird the 
advantage over his nest-mates, with the result that he gets the greater amount 
of the food brought to the nest and soon starves the others or shoves them 
entirely from the nest. According to my own observations the number of 
Cowbird e^s in a single nest may range from one to three, along with from 
one to five of the rightful owner. Greater variations than this have been 
reported. The Report of the New York State Museum for igia states that in 
every instance the Cowbirds destroy the rightful owners of the nests. Barrows, 
in 'Michigan Bird Life', however, states that the Song Sparrow frequently 
rears one or two of its own young in addition to one or more young Cowbirds, 
My own observations show that this is also true of the Field Sparrow, the 
Towhee, and the Catbird. 

The observations upon which this paper is based were made in the vicinity 
of Winona Lake, between June 14 and August 20, 1920. A report of these 
observations as a whole and of specific instances will make clear the nature of 
the Cowbird. 

On June 17 I was fortunate enough to find a Towhee 's nest containing four 
eggs, all very much alike. Three were white with reddish brown spots well 
distributed over the entire surface and one was slightly brownish with the 
spots not so pronounced as in the other three. They were all so neariy the 
same size, about .8 by .65 inches, that from the eggs alone no one could have 
(185) 
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stated definitely whether they were of two different species or merely variations 
of the same species. 

The truth of the matter was revealed by the subsequent history of the nest. 
By June 23 three of the eggs, including the one of sUghtly different color from 
the other three, had hatched. (The other egg never hatched.) All three young 
birds looked very much alike at first, but, by the 26th, differences began to be 
noticeable. Two of them were covered with a down of grayish color and had 
white-rimmed mouths, while the third one was covered with a darker down 
and had a yellow-rimmed mouth. The first two were developing more rapidly 
than the latter ojie. By June 30, when the young were about ready to leave 
the nest, the differences were very evident. The two were much more 
completely feathered than the one. They were of a brownish gray color 
above and light underneath, with darker stripes becoming visible. The 
one remained dark. The result clearly consisted of two Cowbirds and one 
Towhee. 

While we do not class the Cowbird as a pnecocial bird, the above example, 
as well as others observed, indicates that it develops more rapidly than other 
altricial birds. This is one characteristic which greatly aids it in being extra- 
ordinarily successful in its parasitic life. 

While I observed only the one Towhee 's nest, I repeatedly saw Towhees 
feeding young Cowbirds during the latter half of June and the first half of July. 
The Cowbirds in every instance received the entire attention of their foster 
parents, there being no young Towhees present. They readily accepted all food 
offered them and continued to call for more. On several occasions between 
June 16 and June 25 I saw the same pair of Towhees feeding two yoimg Cow- 
birds — the male attending to one and the female the other. Although my 
observations covered only a short period of time late in the nesting season, they 
indicated a high percentage of Cowbird parasitism among Towhees. 

Some writers contend that Cowbirds are careful to lay their e^s in nests 
where there are already eggs of another species. Others attempt to refute this 
by citing instances of nests containing Cowbird eggs only. It seems to me, 
however, that all the circumstances which produce such a condition have not 
been considered. For example, it is not always possible to tell whether a nest 
has been used in raising a brood of birds or whether it has been deserted. I 
doubt very much whether one who did not know could have told on July i, 
after the young birds had left the nest, whether the Towhee's nest referred to 
above was one which had been used or whether it was a deserted one. Vet 
there was one unhatched Cowbird egg, at least the hollow shell of one, remain- 
ing in the nest. Who could say that it had been laid in an empty nest? Again, 
on July 6, 1 found a nest, apparently of a Song Sparrow, containing one Cow- 
bird egg. It did not seem to be in use. It was impossible to tell certainly 
whether a brood of birds had been raised in it and this egg bad failed to hatch, 
or whether it had been deserted because the Cowbird egg had been found in it. 
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Not knowing the complete history of the case, both assumptions are equally 
probable. Two other similar nests were found late in July. 

One other observation proves conclusively that only Cowbird eggs may be 
found in a nest without having been deposited originally in an empty, nest. 
On June 18 I found the nest of a Warbler containing three eggs of the Warbler 
and two of the Cowbird. On my next visit to the nest, June 21, 1 found only 
the Cowbird eggs remaining in the nest. The others had been destroyed, and 
the shell of at least one of them was lying on the ground near the nest. This, 
in addition to giving light on the subject in question, is circumstantial evidence, 
at least, that the Cowbird sometimes destroys the eggs of the rightful owner 
of the nest. Unless the Warbler eggs in this case were destroyed by the Cow- 
bird, why were the Cowbird eggs spared? The same two eggs were still in the 
nest on June 36, when I last visited it, but they were cold, and numerous ants 
were crawling about the nest and upon the eggs. Evidently the destruction 
of the eggs caused the desertion of the nest. 

I do not contend that the Cowbird always lays its eggs in nests containing 
other eggs. There is evidence that they frequently do otherwise. According 
to Barrows of the Michigan Agricultural College, "The Yellow Warbler is 
constantly victimized by the Cowbird, and in places where this parasite is 
abundant many deserted nests are found containing from one to four eggs of 
the Cowbird, with or without some of the Warbler. ... As is well known, 
this Warbler not infrequently covers a Cowbird egg with a new layer of ma- 
terial in the bottom of the nest, raising the rim of the nest correspondingly, 
and instances have been known where this has been done a second time, making 
a three-storied nest." I have in my possession one two-storied nest of this 
species, found on July 6 in a raspberry bush just north of Indiana University 
Biological Station. The Cowbird egg is almost completely buried in the bottom, 
and the two stories of the nest are very distinct. Undoubtedly a brood of 
birds was raised in the upper story while the Cowbird egg remained in the base- 
ment un incubated. 

Of three other nests of the Yellow Warbler found in use, one contained a 
Cowbird egg. Owing to the fact that after the birds hatched the nest was 
robbed, I did not observe the struggle for existence between the Cowbird and 
the Warblers of this nest. One Kentucky Warbler's nest, found June 22, also 
contained a Cowbird egg, but this nest was robbed before any of the eggs 
hatched. Out of a total of six Warbler nests found, whose history was certain, 
four had been contaminated, indicating a very high percentage of parasitism 
by the Cowbird among the Warblers, 

On June 17 I found the nest of a Scarlet Tanager containing one bird and 
two eggs. The eggs never hatched and on June 22 when 1 last saw the young 
bird, it was evident that it was a Cowbird. According to Amos W. Butler in 
his 'Birds of Indiana,' the nest of the Scadet Tanager is a frequent receptacle 
for the eggs of the Cowbird. 
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A nest of the Wood Thnish was found on June 29 containing two eggs of 
the Cowbird and none of the Thrush. What had become of the Thrush eggs, 
if any had been laid, could not be determined. On July 2, one egg hatched and 
on July 3 the other was gone. On July 10, the young Cowbird, fairly well 
feathered, left the nest, constituting the entire brood of one of our most bene- 
ficial birds. 

A second nest of the Wood Thrush, containing two eggs of the owner, was 
found on July 14. On my next visit to this nest on July 17, one of the Thrush 
eggs had been picked, evidently by a bird, and thrown from the nest. Two 
Cowbird eggs had been deposited in its place. This, again, is circumstantial 
evidence that the Cowbird destroys the eggs of other birds. By July 28 all 
three eggs had hatched. All three birds thrived well until August 5, when one 
of the young Cowbirds was found dead, from some unknown cause, in the 
nest. It was removed by its foster parents on the same day. The other two 
birds, one Thrush and one Cowbird, continued to thrive and left the nest on 
August 8. Although the Cowbird was a little more developed than the Thrush, 
both probably survived and reached maturity. 

There is every reason to believe that the Sparrows suffer heavily from the 
Cowbird. Of fourteen nests observed, ten of the Field Sparrow and four of 
the Song Sparrow, all contained one or more eggs of the Cowbird except three 
nests of the Field Sparrow. In two of these three nests the young were raised 
unmolested. The eggs of the tliird nest were destroyed before the period of 
incubation began and the nest was deserted. The fourth nest, found June 29, 
contained one egg of the Sparrow and two of the Cowbird, By June 30 one 
more Cowbird egg had been deposited. The period of incubation now began. 
On July 12 one of the Cowbird eggs was found missing and the Sparrow egg 
was found on the ground near the nest with the young Sparrow almost ready 
to emerge, apparently a little prematurely, from the shell. I replaced it in the 
nest, but found it dead, the Cowbirds dead in the shells, and the nest deserted 
the next day. So many tragedies of this character are found among the birds 
tliat one wonders how we have as many feathered friends as we have. 

A fifth nest, found June 30, contained one egg of the Field Sparrow and one 
of the Cowbird. Persons who had observed this nest, previously, informed 
me that one Cowbird had been hatched here but that it had disappeared from 
the nest a few days after hatching. On July i, my sixth nest of the Field 
Sparrow, containing four eggs of the rightful owner and one of the parasite 
was found. By the 5th all the e^s had hatched, two Sparrows and the Cow- 
bird having appeared as early as July 3. It is interesting to note that the 
Cowbird had one or two days the start of at least two of the Sparrows; also 
that one Sparrow had been crowded out before July 7 and another before 
July 12, when two Sparrows and the Cowbird left the nest. The seventh 
eighth, and ninth nests of this species were found during the second half of 
July and each contained a Cowbird egg or eggshell. The previous history is 
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unknown in all three cases. The tenth nest, found July 19, contained three 
Sparrow eggs and one Cowbird egg. All four eggs had hatched by July 30, 
but the nest was robbed and the birds destroyed, probably by a Hawk, on 
August 3 or 4. 

The &rst Song Sparrow's nest, found June 28, is interesting because of the 
large number of eggs and its subsequent history. When found there were five 
Sparrow eggs and three Cowbird eggs. By 4 o'clock p.u. of the same day, one 
Sparrow egg had disappeared. By July 7, another was gone. On July 10, when 
I visited the nest, I found two young Sparrows, two young Cowbirds, and one 
egg of each; on July 13, three Sparrows, two Cowbirds, and one Cowbird 
egg; on July 13, one Sparrow, and two Cowbirds. On the morning of the 
15th the Sparrow was found dead; one Cowbird was found in a similar condi- 
tion on the i6th. The remaining Cowbird, now receiving the food of the entire 
brood, grew very rapidly and left the nest on July 17 or 18. The other three 
nests were found late in July, after the nesting season was over, but each con- 
tained one Cowbird e^. Repeated observations, between June 12 and August 
iS, of Song Sparrows feeding young Cowbirds tend to confirm Barrows' state- 
ment that "probably this species rears more Cowbirds than any other species 
which we have." 

On July 19, a nest of the Acadian Rycatcher, containing one Cowbird 
about to leave the nest, was found. On this same date a member of this same 
q>ecies was observed feeding a young Cowbird which had left the nest. The 
small, frail, shallow nest of this Flycatcher makes it almost certain that it does 
not raise any of its own young in the same brood with a Cowbird. 

In addition to the birds which I have found nesting which were victimized 
by Cowbirds I have noticed several spedes feeding yotmg Cowbirds which had 
left the nest. The young Cowbirds, usually already much larger than their 
foster parents, were always calling for food more frequently than it could be 
found and carried to them. Indeed, after they were well able to fiy, they f<d- 
lowed their foster parents about and almost incessantly repeated their hunger- 
call. They were, undoubtedly, fed long after they were able to care for them- 
selves. I have seen Vireos, Maryland YeUow- throats, and American Redstarts 
imposed upon in this manner. If these birds had any ofiFspring of their own, 
I did not see them. They gave the young Cowbirds their undivided attention, 
while the adult Cowbirds flitted merrily about, probably spying out new victims. 
During the period of my observations I saw at least ninety different species 
of birds. Thirty-three of these were either nesting or feeding young which 
bad left the nest. Thirteen of these thirty-three were victims of the Cowbird. 
In other words, almost 40 per cent of the species found nesting or feeding 
young birds were rearing young Cowbirds, Probably, if the entire truth 
were known, the figures would show a still higher percentage. Consider- 
ing some single spedes, such as the Field Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Towhee, 
Yelknr Warblet, and Maryland Yellow^throat, there is every reaaoa to 



oy Google 



I90 Bird - Lore 

believe that in some localities the percentage of parasitism approaches 
very nearly loo per cent. 

The status of the Cowbird cannot be determined without viewing it from 
an economic standpoint and noting its relation to agriculture. Four questions 
must be answered in doing this: (i) Of what does the food of the Cowbird 
consist? (2) Of what does the food of its victims consist? (3} How does the 
food of a single Cowbird compare in liind and quantity with that of the brood 
of birds it has replaced? (4) What, if any, service to man does the Cowbird 
perform that cannot be performed by victimized species? 

According to Barrows, in 'Michigan Bird Life,' the food of the Cowbird is 
22 per cent animal matter and 78 per cent vegetable matter. Of the 22 per 
cent of animal matter, 20 per cent consists of insects as follows: grasshoppers, 
which during August furnish 45 per cent of the food of the species, 10 percent; 
weevils, 2 per cent; caterpillars, including cutworms and army worms, 2 per 
cent; and wasps, bees, ants, and miscellaneous insects, 6 per cent. The vege- 
table matter consists mainly of weed seeds and grain, the former predominating. 
The latter is largely waste grain, but some is from newly sown fields. I have 
also seen young Cowbirds accept wild fruit, such as mulberries and raspberries 
from their foster parents. Undoubtedly, the food habits of the Cowbird are, 
on the whole, beneficial. 

In answer to our second question above, we learn from Barrows, in 'Mich- 
igan Bird Life,' and Butler, in 'Birds of Indiana,' of what the food of some of 
the birds commonly victimized by the Cowbird consists. The Towhee feeds 
mainly upon weed seeds and insects. Although it is fond of wild fruits and 
eats almost everything from strawberries and blackberries to wild cherries and 
grapes, it does no damage to cultivated fruits and plants. Owing to the nature 
of its haunts, it is not as beneficial as many other species. In view of the fact 
that it frequently raises two or more Cowbirds along with one or more of its 
own young, it is questionable whether much economic loss results from its 
victimization by the Cowbird. 

All the Sparrows, with the exception of the Enghsh Sparrow, are very 
beneficial in their eating habits. Weed and grass seed, an immense number of 
injurious insects, and small wild fruit constitute the bulk of their food. It is 
easy to see the harm done by the Cowbird when we know, for example, that 
the Song Sparrow raises more Cowbirds than any other species and. that, as a 
rule, one Cowbird is raised at the expense of an entire brood of Sparrows. 

The food habits are uniformly beneficial. They consume largely insects, 
spiders, small wild fruits, and insect eggs. They usually make use of food most 
easily obtainable. Forbes has shown in one case that where an orchard was 
infested with canker-worms, these iarvse formed two-thirds of the food of the 
Yellow Warbler. While Cowbirds are voracious feeders, and one of them un- 
doubtedly destroys many more harmful insects than a sin^e Warbler, the good 
done by one Cowbird by no means balances with that accomplished by the 
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entire brood of Warblers at whose expense it exists. In addition to this con- 
sideration, a comparison of the esthetic, sentimental, and educational value of 
the two groups places the Cowbird in exceptionally ill repute. 

How does the food of a single Cowbird compare in kind and quantity with 
that of the brood of birds which it has replaced? This question has been 
answered partially already. In kind, the comparison is favorable; in quantity, 
unfavorable. One Cowbird certainly does not consume as many injurious 
insects and seeds of noxious weeds as the three or four song-birds whose place 
it has taken. 

What, if any, service to man does the Cowbird perform that cannot be 
performed by parasitized victims? Edward H. Forbush, in 'Useful Birds and 
Their Protection,' says: "This much-maligned bird is, nevertheless, an essential 
part of nature's plan. Birds that rear their own young are confined by neces- 
sity to a certain radius about their nests; but the scattered bands of Cowbirds 
form a wandering, unattached light squadron of insect destroyers, which all 
summer long can go where their presence is most needed. In the warmer 
months of the year they feed almost entirely upon insects, but during the 
colder months they hve on seeds." From my own observations, however, 
places are rare where we find the Cowbird in which we do not also find species 
of more exemplary habits just as capable as the Cowbird of consuming insects 
and weed seeds detrimental to human welfare. The numbers of these species 
would be even more numerous if Cowbirds were exterminated. I doubt 
whether the "unattached light squadrons" of Cowbirds cover any more terri- 
tory than is covered by the various species of birds working out from their 
nests as centers. 
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8BCOND 8BRIEB 

XVI. PURPLE CRACKLE 

Campiled bj Harry C. Oberhol*«r, Chiefly from Data in the Biological Survey 

This species is the well-known Crow Blackbird of eastern North America. 
In some one of its several fonns it occurs north to Labrador and Mackenzie, 
west to the Rocky Mountains, and south to the Gulf of Mexico. It is divided 
into three subs[)ecies as follows: 

The Florida Crackle {Quiscalus quiscvia quiscula) ' is resident in the southern 
part of the southeastern United States, and breeds north to the coast of South 
Carolina, to southern Georgia, southern Alabama, and southern Mississippi; 
west to eastern Louisiana; south to the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, from 
eastern Louisiana to southern Florida; and east to the Atlantic coast of 
Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. 

The Purple Grackle {Quiscalus quiscula ridpcayi)^ breeds north to southern 
Rhode Island, southern Connecticut, southeastern New York, and north- 
eastern Pennsylvania; west to central Pennsylvania, extreme western Mary- 
land, eastern West Virginia, southeastern Kentucky, central Tennessee, and 
northern Mississippi; south to central Mississippi, central Alabama, and 
northern South Carolina; and east to central North Carolina and the 
Atlantic coast from Virginia to Rhode Island. It winters south to southern 
Louisiana, southern Alabama, southern South Carolina, and probably 
to Florida. 

The Bronzed Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula antus) breeds north to central 
Labrador, James Bay in northern Ontario, Fort Churchill in northern Mani- 
toba, and to southern Mackenzie; west to southwestern Mackenzie, western 
Alberta, western Montana, western Wyoming, central Colorado, northwestern 
and west central Texas; south to central southern Texas, northern Louisiana, 
western Tennessee, central Kentucky, central West Virginia, southwestern 
Pennsylvania, southwestern and central New York, northern Connecticut, 
and northern Rhode Island; east to eastern Massachusetts, eastern Maine, 
Nova Scotia, and eastern Newfoundland. It winters south also to southern 
Louisiana, southern Alabama, southern South Carolina, and probably to 
Florida. 

In the following tables of migration the records marked with an asterisk 
refer to the Purple Grackle, all the rest to the Bronzed Grackle. 

I The chsngt in Ibe acientUk nanie ol Ifaii net. tJthougli not yet taken up by the Ameriun Orailbokigiitt 
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SPRING 


MIGRATION 




LOCAL ITV 


Nu-nb.! 


Av«ng* d»l« of 


ElriHldlKof 

•priiK »rrivtl 


•Variety Mills. Va 


,, 


February 13 


February 1$, 1887 


•Newmarket, Va 


33 


March 3 


February 18, 1909 


•Washington. D. C 


30 


February 13 


Rare, winter 




16 


February 14 


Rare, winter 






March S 


February 17, 19' 7 
March 4, 1903 


Renovo, Pa 


J, 


March .9 


•Morristown. N. J 


18 


March 3 


Rare, winter 


•Demarest, N. I 


9 


March 10 


Rare, winter 


•NewYotk, N. Y 


'4 


March 8 


Rare, winter 


•Shelter Island, N. V 


16 


March 7 


February 13, 1898 


Geneva, N.V 




March 13 


February 14, 191S 
Rare, winter 


Hartford. Conn 




March 14 


Providence, R. I 


13 


March 9 


Rare, winter 


Pitlsfield, Mass 




March 18 


March 8, 1898 




24 


March 18 


Rare, winter 


Harvard, Mass 


7 


March 14 


February 33, 1909 


Bennington. Vt 


13 


March 14 


February j8, 1909 


St. Johnsbury, Vt 


'9 


.April 2 


March 19, 1894 


Tilton,N. H 


6 


March tS 


March 33, 1908 


Portland. Maine. . . 


13 


April » 


March IS, :9o8 


Orono. Maine... 




April 4 


March 34, 1889 


Montreal, Que,. . , 




April 9 


March 33, 189S 


Quebec. Que 


9 


April j8 


April IS, 1899 


Scotch Lake. N.B. 


19 


-April 8 


.March 19, 1903 


Chatham, N.B 


H 


April II 


.March 19, 1903 


Piclou. N. S 


5 


April 1) 


.\pril 17, 1894 


North River, P. E. I . . 


3 


-April 15 


-April 4, 1S90 


•-Athens, Tenn 


S 


Febniao- 17 


February 6, 1903 


St. Louis, Mo 




February 34 


Rare, winter 


Concordia. Mo. 




March 9 


February 20, 1914 


Odin, m 


S 


February j6 


February 18, 1899 


Chicago. Ill 


39 


March 31 


March 7, 1908 


Richmond. Ind 


IS 


February 17 


Rare, winter 


Waterloo, Ind. . 


'9 


March 5 


Rare, winter 


Oberlln.Ohio, 


lb 


March 6 


Rare, winter ■ 


DeUoit,Mich, 


1.1 


March 14 


Rare, winter 


Vicksburg. Mid 


15 


-March 9 




London. Ont 




March .8 


Rare, winter 


Toronto, Ont. 


17 


March 31 


Febniary 16, IQ06 


Ottawa, Ont 


38 


March 38 


March 8, 1907 


Keokuk. Iowa 


17 


March 13 


Rare, winter 


Sioux City. Iowa 




March 3S 




Madison, Wis 




March 3i 


March 8, 1903 


Radne, Wis 


1; 


March 16 


March 5, 1910 


Lanesboro. Minn. 




March 36 


March IS. 18S9 






March 37 




St. Vincent, Minn 




April 18 


April 16. 1897 


Onaga. Kans 


39 


March 10 


February 33, 1919 


Red Cloud, Neb 


9 


March 18 


February 34. 1917 


Sioui Falls, S. D , 




March 34 


March 19, 1911 


Fargo, N.D 


S 


Aprils 


March 36, 1919 


Aweme, Manitoba 




April 16 


-April I, 189s 


Alexander, Manitoba 


8 


April 39 


April 3, 191 3 


Qu'AppeUe, Sask 


16 


April 35 


April p, 1910 
I wintered, 1905 


Hay River, Mack 






April 28, 1908 


Yiana,Colo 


S 


April 13 


.April IS, 1909 


Denver, Colo 


s 


April 3J 


April 16, i^ 


Great Falls, Mont 


13 


April 17 


April 7, 1 9 10 


FUgstafi, Alberta. 




.April 13 






5 


.April 33 


-April 7. 1 9 10 



.,*^.ooi^le 



FALL MIGRATION 



tr\ri\ rTV «* vmh' Avtiwp oilcol 

LW-ALirV t^V^ '»" dtp^u" 

Scotch Lake, N. B 9 October 1 1 

Montreal, Que 9 October 6 

Portland, Maine 4 October 7 

St, Johnsbuty, Vt 3 October 13 

Harvard, Mass 6 October 10 

Boston, Mass, 13 October 31 

Providence, R. 1 10 November 6 

Geneva, N. Y i November 13 

•Shelter Island, N. V, 1 November 15 

•New York, N. Y 13 November 6 

•Demarest, N. J 7 November 10 

•Morristown, N. J :4 October 30 

Renovo, Pa 18 November 4 

Beaver, Pa 4 November i 

•Philaddphia, Pa. 13 November g 

■Washington, D. C j November 1 7 

Ottawa, Ont 26 October 1 1 

Toronto, Ont 7 October la 

London, Ont 4 October 15 

Vicksburg. Mich 10 October 11 

Detroit, Siicb 7 October 31 

Oberlin, Ohio 9 November 2 

Wsteiioo, Ind 9 November i 

Richmond, Ind 7 November : 1 

Chicago, III 9 October 27 

Odin, ni 5 November 1 1 

Concordia, Mo 8 November 3 

Athens, Tenn 7 October 29 

St. Vincent, Minn. 3 October 14 

Minneapolis, Minn 5 October 22 

Lanesboro, Minn . . 6 October jo 

Madison, Wis 9 October 27 

Keokuk, Iowa 12 November 17 

Qu'Appelle, Sask 2 October 35 

Aweme, Manitoba. 18 October 26 

Sioux Falls, S. D 2 October 23 

Onaga, Kans 15 November 4 

Yuma, Colo. 



.1887 



November 3, 190J 
October 23, (897 
October 23, 1913 
October 18, 1915 
November 24, 1913 
Rare, winter 
November 26, 1911 
November 22, 1914 
November 20, 1901 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
November 30, 1914 
November 21, 1888 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
November 1 
November 1. 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
Rare, winter 
November 17. 1903 
November 16, 1892 
November 20, 1910 
November 12, 1909 
November 3, 1897 
Rar«, winter 
November 8, 1887 
December ii, 1913 
Rare, winter 
October !6, 1907 
November 8, 1901 
October 23, 1910 
December 8, 1903 
October 3T, 1906 
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Notes on the Plumage of North American Birds 

SIXTIETH PAPER 
By PRANK M. CHAPMAN 

(S« Fiontiipiccc) 

Purple Crackle {Quiscalus quisctda quiscvia\ Figs. 1-3), Nestling Gracklts 
are almost imiform sooty brown with traces of iridescence in the wings and tail. 
In August this plumage is exchanged, by complete molt, for the glossy dress 
of the adult bird. There is no spring molt and the slight differences between 
winter and summer plumage are due to wear and exposure. The female (Fig. 3) 
is smaller in size and duller in color than the male, somewhat duller, even, than 
our figure. 

Florida Crackle {Quiscalus quiscula aglcms, Fig, 4). The plumage changes 
of this bird are similar to those of the Purple GrackJe, from which it may 
usually be distinguished by its smaller size, purple- violet breast, and bottle- 
green back. 

Bronzed tackle {Quiscalus quiscula aneus. Fig. 5). The nestling plumage 
of this species resembles that of the Purple Grackle, and, as in that species, 
the plumage of the adult is acquired at the fall (post- ju venal) molt. There is, 
however, a more pronounced difference between the color of the winter and 
summer plumage in the Bronzed, than in the Purple Grackle, the shining brassy 
back and abdomen of the fall and winter Bronzed Grackle becoming dull seal- 
bronze in summer. . 

The Bronzed may be known from the Purple and Florida Crackles by the 
absence-of the iridescent bars which, whether exposed or concealed, are present 
in the back and abdomen of the other two birds. 

The Relationships of Our Crackles 

The relationships of the Bronzed, Purple, and Florida Crackles is a classic 
problem in North American omiihology. The case has been stated at length 
by the writer in the Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History, 
(Vol. 4, 1893, pp. i-jo) to which the interested reader is referred. Briefly 
ihereappeartobe two species of Crackles in this small group: first, the Bronzed 
Crackle, an exceptionally stable form, which, throughout a breeding range 
extending from southern Texas to Labrador and west to the Rockies, apparently 
shows no geographic variation in color; second, a variable spieciesjif which the 
Florida Grackle is the southern form, the Purple Grackle (Fig. 2) the northern 
form. When, however, the range of the Bronzed Grackle touches that of the 
Purple Grackle (as it does from southern New England, the upper Hudson 
Valley, and southward along the Alleghanles at least to Alabama), the two 
intergrade producing a bird with a brassy green back (Fig. i), which is found 
breeding only in this comparatively narrow area of intergradation. 

\. O. U. Chwk-Lisl. Accotdlnn to Dt. Obetholwt Iw pn™fipj, .Hide) 
»cinf upon hy Ihe A. O. U. CommiltM on Nommctalgrc. 
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1 96 Bird -Lore 

The constancy in the characters of the Bronzed Grackle throughout its 
enormous breeding range, the fact that it varies in color on'y where its range 
reaches that of the Purple Grackle, and the further facts that without regard 
to locality, whether in Massachusetts or Tennessee, its intergradation with 
that species is always' accomplished through a similar color character and that 
this area of intergradation is not one in which geographic or climatic inter- 
gradation is known to occur among other birds — all indicate that the Bronzed 
and Purple Crackles intergrade by hybridization. 

The case is an exceedingly interesting and important one and presents a 
rare opportunity to the field ornithologist who may set the question of the 
exact status of these birds at rest by a study of their distribution and relation- 
ships during the breeding season in the lower Mississippi Valley and particu- 
larly western Louisiana where it is possible the ranges of the Florida and 
Bronzed Crackles may come together. 
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Birds and Salt 

In reference to the interesting notes on the 
above in Bird-Lore, by Ksther Kecks and 
Fred. J. Pierce, I would like to add that 1 
have found fine Siskins and Crossbills fond 
of salt. One year, about the middle of April, 
we had bacon curing in sugary brine in a 
large tub placed on a back veranda. There 
was a leak from this tub onto and between 
the planking of the floor and both species 
came in considerable numbers to enjoy the 
encrusted salt, and even picked away and 
swallowed small fragments of wockI saturute<l 
with the brine. 

A friend, when trapping in the mountains, 
spilt some salt outside his cabin door and a 
few Pine Siskins ateit ravenously. Some days 
later he accidentally dropped a small quan- 
tity of strychnine, which he was using in a 
bait close to the cabin door. Whether some 
Pine Siskins, already accustomed to come 
there for salt, mistook the strychnine for that 
substance, or perhaps thought it grit, a few 
unfortunately were poisoned, and were found 
i1ea<l on the snow outside the cabin. 

Many bird fanciers years ago used lo warn 
peoph against gi\'ing salt to their rage birds, 
considering it poisonous. — J. K. H, Kf.i.so, 
Nf.D., Edgrwood. B. C. 

Scarcity of Nlebtfaawk* 
As the summers pass, I notice, with in- 
creasing apprehensioa, that the ranks of the 
Nighthawk become smaller and smaller. 
This bird, which a few years ago was quite 
[dentiful throughout ihe summer, has now 
become so rare in the vicinity of my home 
that the sight of it is a matter of special 
interest. A few years ago the summer even- 
ings were rarely complete without the shari> 
notes of the Nighthawk culling the air as 
they circled about in quest of aCrlal insects, 
and the fall migration of them was often the 
most spectacular ornithological feature of the 
year. I well remember one fall afternoon, 
about live years ago (unfortunately, no exact 
date was recorded), when I witnessed by far 



the largest migration of Nighthawks I have 
ever seen. For n period of fifteen minutes or 
more the air was literally alivr with Night- 
hawks; almost as far as one could see they 
filled the sky. I believe they numbered, ap- 
proximately, ten thousand, but it is, of 
course, very hard to correctly estimate so 
many individuals at one time. 

In igiQ, I saw the lirst Nighthawk of the 
year in Cedar Rapids, Iowa ( js miles south of 
Winthrop), on May 15. and this was the only 
date I secured for my spring mignilion record. 
None were seen again until .\ugust 13, when 
two were seen at my home, A flock of about 
Iwenty-fivc was seen August 18, njiq, which 
was apparently migrating, and no more were 
seen that year. 

This year (igio) a lone Nighthawk ap- 
peared May 10, and not another one was seen 
until August JO, when 1 saw several. One 
more a|^>eared September 12 and this was 
the last one seen. I have spent practically 
every day throughout the summer out of 
<loors and feel quite sure that very few Night- 
hawks appearing during the day and evening 
irassed unnoticed. Moreover, I Ijive gone 
through my records very carefully to make 
sure that no notes of its appearance have 
been overlooked. 

In comparison with the large numbers of 
Nighthawks which formeriy were found here, 
the few visitants noted above seem, lo me, 
to indicate that some serious factor has pre- 
vented their return in even a small measure 
of their former abundance. I would be glad 
to hear from bird students In other parts of 
the countr>' in regard to the numbers of 
Nighthawks they have observed in the last 
tew years. — Fred. J. Pierce. Winlhrop. 

Birds' Love for Color 

One day 1 tied three new door-keys to- 
gether wilh about a yard of bright red satin 
ribbon for Helen, my little girl, to play with. 
.\ short time afterward they had disappeared, 
and although we searched everywhere, they 
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could not be found. The incident was soon 
forgotten. 

Then we noticed that a pair of Robins had 
commenced to construct a nest in the topmost 
branches of a tall maple tree that stood at 
the back of the house. We watched them 
carrying mud. horsehair, and quantities of 
cotton twine, and when their house was fin- 
ished we saw a long red streamer gaily wav- 
ing from it in the wind. 

All summer the bright pennant fluttered in 
every breeze. The Robins reared their 
broods — one followed by another. I often 
wondered what the red flag was that was 
flaunted so boldly high above our heads and 
so far out of our reach. 

Autumn came. The birds had flown. Then 
one night the wind blew a terrible gale, and 
the next morning I found that a large bough 
had been broken off from the maple tree. Il 
was the one that held in its forked branches 
the Robins' nest. I picked it up, and, woven 
into its adobe walls, along with twine and 
horsehair, was a bright red satin ribbon, and 
resting in the bottom, thickly covered with 
cotton, pieces of twine, feathers, and more 
ribbon, was Helen's bunch of keys to which 
the ribbon was attached. 

I would not have believed that a Robin 
could carry such a heavy weight as three 
door-keys — one a brass one—had I not the 
proof positive before my eyes. — Rosalee M. 
Fee, Oregon. 

A Kingbird's Neat 

During the summer of igig, a pair of 
Kingbirds deserted their usual abode in 
the orchard and built a shaky nest in a 
dead tree growing in the lake. The loca- 
tion afforded no protection whatever, and 
was in plain sight of all who went up or 
down the body of water. The nest was but 
five feet high and so insecurely fastened 
that every storm loosened it dangerously. 
The attention of those watch log the struc- 
ture was much taken up in keeping it from 
falling into the water. Despite the pub- 
licity the nest received, from the knowledge 
of its location, three eggs were laid and 
jealously guarded from all intruders by 
the beaks and wings of the elder birds. 



During incubation pictures were taken and 
several lusty pecks sustained in the opera- 
tion. We were not the only ones to receive 
taps from ihe lord of the house, as many 
small birds deserted the neighborhood on 
account of their quarrelsome neighbors, 
II a tyrant ever lived it is the Kingbird, 
fighting his fellowmen and everything else. 
He is not exactly a coward either, for 1 
have seen him attack birds twice his size, 
though the reason for this may be the larger 
birds' lack o( speed in Sight. 

In a few days the shells burst and three 
young birds emerged. But little time was 
given to the elders for the seeming pleasure 
of fighting, as food was needed. The young 
developed rapidly and were ready to fly 
when one night a storm blew the nest on 
an angle of forty-five degrees. One young 
one hung by its claws imbedded in the 
material of the nest. The other two piled 
up on the side of the cup, crying for help. 
The parents flew about uneasily as we 
straightened the home, but when it was 
adjusted we were attacked as of old. That 
day they left and more than one person 
was happy to see them leaving. — Don H 
ROBINSOM, Scrantan, Pa. 



On the morning of May is, 19"', several 
members of our Bird Club motored to Port 
Stanley to spend a few hours with the birds. 
We found them very numerous and in the 
sheltered nooks the air was full of song. The 
principal item of interest was the finding of 
three Starlings along the lake^front. Our 
attention was attracted by their harsh, gut- 
tural notes, and although they flew away 
several times, always returned to the tall 
dead tree where we first noticed them. This 
is the first record for the Starling for our 
vicinity. For the benefit of American readers 
who may not be familiar with Canadian 
geography, we might say that Port Stanley 
is on the north shore of Lake Erie, directly 
across from Cleveland, Ohio. London, where 
most of our Bird Club members live, is some 
thirty miles inland. 

We have another interesting visitor to 
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Notes (rom Field and Study 



report JD Henslow's Sparrow. It was first 
noticed od May 4 and remained in the same 
field lor ten days; in fact, it may still be 
there, but Kingbirds and Bobolinks were 
making so much racket (perhaps this is a 
harsh word to use with reference to the 
Bobolink) that we were unable to catch the 
insignificant song of the Henslow's on our 
last visit or two to the field. This is the 
second record for London and the bird has 
only been reported from three other places 
in Ontario.— E. M. S. Dale, Prtsideiit, 
Mcllaraiih Ornilholofical Club, London, Onl. 

Louisiana Tanager in Maasachuaeiia 

Bird observers may be interested to know 
that a l.ouisiBna Tanager was observed at 
the foot of Mt. Toby, in Leverett, Mass., on 
June 1 2, in company with three Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks. There could be no doubt of its 
identity for it was watched through field- 
glasses by two observers (or some time, and 
corresponded exactly to the illustration and 
description in the 'Color Key to North Ameri- 
can Birds' by Chapman and Reed. Of 
course, this bird was way out of its range, 
hut it has been seen and taken in Massachu- 
setts before, according to a statement of Mr. 
Forbush, Director of Ornithology in Massa- 
chusetts. — Ethel M. Swth, Amherst, Mass. 



While on a visit to Lake George, 1 found a 
dead bird by a wooded path. It lay on a flat 
stone and it was in good condition, save the 
tail, which was partly missing. It coincided 
with the desctiptioa and plate of the Yellow- 
throated Warbler <the female). I was unable 
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to get anyone to skin it, so brought it home 
and Mr. Waldo Rich, the president of our 
Bird aub, identified it as the Vetlow- 
throated Warbler without a doubt.^{Miss) 
Adelaide L. Denton, Vire-Presidenl, Sora- 
loga Springs {N. Y.) Bird Club. 

An Albino Redstart 

On September 1, 1911, while out looking 
for fall migrants, 1 visited a pasture lot 
which was partly grown up with tmderbrush 
and thorn apple trees, and found numerous 
Warblers fiying about the trees. While iden- 
tifying several varieties with the aid of my 
field-glasses, my attention was called to a 
sudden flash of white in a tree some distance 
from where I stood. I at once proceeded to 
investigate, and had a surprise that is rarely 
in store for the ornithologist, that of finding 
a perfect albino. Upon closer observation, 
this one proved to be a Redstart, and the 
handsomest albino it has ever been my good 
fortune to see. It was of the purest white, 
with the exception of its wings, which were 
ot a canary-yellow, adding beauty to this 
handsome bird. Us tail feathers had the 
faintest shade of bladi, just enoiagh to show 
the markings of a normal plumage. It was 
feeding with several others of the same 
species. As I remained quietly observing it, 
it came, at one time, within six feet of me, 
and was where 1 could examine it closely for 
fully five minutes, then, with the others, it 
flew to a neighboring wood and was lost to 
view. Upon reporting this to the Biological 
Survey they stated that it was the first In- 
stance of an albino Redstart that had been 
reported to the Department. — S. R. Inger- 
soLL, BattsioH Spa, JV. Y. 
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THE SEASON 
XXVI. April 15 to June 15. 1921 



Boston Region.— At the close of the 
period covered by the last report, the season 
was far in advance o( the average; birds 
normally due here during the first week of 
May were confidently expected on their 
breeding-grounds loog before their usual 
dates of arrival; an April Oriole was a possi- 
bility. The weather, however, changed sud- 
denly; for nearly a month the wind blew 
from the east and, chilled by countless ice- 
bergs, held back vegetable growth and in- 
fluenced the birds either to retard their north- 
ward progress or to seek an inland route of 
migration. Late in April and early in May. 
day after day brought no new arrivals, or 
only a single individual of a species not re- 
corded previously. For a month there was 
so little movement of the migrant birds that 
it seemed as if the spring migration were over, 
although the great May flight was still to 
the south of us. 

Birds already on their breeding-grounds in 
the first part of April responded to the ad- 
vanced state of the season by commencing 
tobreedat early dates; Mr.Xleorge Nelson's 
records show that the Bluebirds and Robins 
began to build in Lexington as early as in 
any j'ear during his long experience; Wood- 
cocks discontinued their twilight aerial songs 
before their normal time o( year. 

Another instance of precocious nesting is 
furnished by a breeding- record of a Brown 
Cret]>er in Sharon, Mass. Mr. and Mrs. 
K. N. Fullerton, of Stoughton. kindly inform 
me thai they saw the bird building on .April 
8 and 13, and that "the young had left the 
nest by May 11." This record seems to me 
of unusual interest in showing that a northern 
bird, finding suitable conditions for breeding 
well to the south of its normal range, was 
able to take advantage of the advanced 
season and breed more than a month earlier 
than the dates indicated in the rare prei'ious 
records for this slate. 

The flight of Warblers in May was a dlsa|>- 
pointment; they straggled along during the 
first half of the month until the :5th when 
the chief wave came, which comprised few 



individuals of the rarer species (very few 
Teimessecs, Cape Ma>-3, and Bay-breasls), 
and in which the BlackpotI was represented 
in very small numbers, compared to recent 
years. A good flight of Canadian Warblers 
brought up the rear of the spring migration, 
which was practically over on June i. The 
abundance of Purple Finches and the con- 
tinued increase of House Wrens is worth re- 
mark.— WiNSOR M. Tyler, Lexiaglon, Mass. 

New York Region. — The most interest- 
ing ornithological phenomenon recurring an- 
nually during this period is the wave of 
migrants from the South (summer residents 
and transients en route to more northern 
nesting-grounds) which arrives more or less 
coincident with the leafing-out of the trees. 
This year, on about .\pril 2a, the foliage was 
fully two weeks in advance of its usual con- 
dition at that time. It might have been ex- 
pected that the migration would have been 
exceptionally early and, in fact, in late .\pril 
there were very early records for a few indi- 
viduals of some of the species. Then followed 
weeks of cool easterly weather, unfavorable 
for migration, during which few birds arrived, 
though the leaves continued to unfold, the 
general impression now being that birds were 
late. Their arrival was far behind the vegeta- 
tion and slightly behind the normal dates. 
The main nave of birds arrived and passed 
through all in a bunch. May to to 15, 

To compare the arrival of the birds with 
the early vegetation the writer spent con- 
siderable time in the field at Mastic, Long 
Island, from April 2j to May 10. This is an 
excellent locality for summer resident species, 
but remote from any spring migration route, 
so the absence of any particular transient 
s|iecies is not significant. For purposes of 
discussion he presents herewith dates of 
arrival, Mastic 1921, together with the earli- 
est date for l^ng IsUnd in previous years, 
and the normal date of arrival, the latter ob- 
tained by averaging Long Island dates in the 
tables in Eaton's 'Birds of New York.' 
April 24, Brown Thrasher (earliest April 2, 
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noTmal April 13-14); Pigeon Hawk (e. April 
13, n, April J5). April !$• Solitary Vireo (e. 
j^nil J4, n. April 18); Black-and-white 
Warbler (e. April 19, n. Apiil 28): Black- 
throated-Breen Warbler (e. April 16, n. May 
6). April 16, Chimney Switt {e. April 24. n- 
May i); Indigo Bunting (e, April 19, n. May 
16). ApriliT. Catbird(e. May i.n. May6); 
Ovenbird (e. April )S, n. May 1); Prairie 
Warbler (e. May 2, n. May 4)- May j, Yel- 
low Warbler (e, April iS, n. Apiil jo). May 
J, Grassfac^per Sparrow (e. April 21, n. M«y 
9)i Parula (e. April 15. n. May 9}; Wood 
Ttnish (e. April 13, n. April 30). May 7, 
Black-throated Blue Warbler (e. May 4. n. 
May 10). May 8, Kingbird (e. April 11, n. 
May j); White-eyed Vireo (e. April 29, n. 
May 6): Blue-winged Warbler, (e. May i, 
n. May 11). May 9, Hummingbird (e. May 
3, n. May 13). May 10, Least Flycatcher 
(e- May 5, n. May 11): Baltimore Oriole 
(e. April 18, D. May 7); Nashville Warbler 
(e. May 4, d. May 9); Magnolia Warbler 
(e. May $, "■ May 11); Chestnut-sided 
Warbler (e. May :. n. May 8); Maryland 
Yellow-throat (e. April 20, n. May 7); 
Hooded Warbler (e. April 30); Redstart (e. 
May 7, n. May 8). In ten arrivals from April 
14 to 2;, four are within three days of the 
normal, three are earlier than this and within 
two days of the earliest, two are still earlier, 
respectively tour and five days ahead of 
previous records, and only one intermediate. 
between earliest and normal but approaching 
neither. In sixteen arrivals from May 1 to 
10, twelve are within three days of the nor- 
mal, three (Grasshopper Sparrow, Parula, 
and Hummingbird) earlier than this and 
intermediate between earliest and normal, 
but It would seem that for just these three 
too late a normal had been obtained by 
our method. One. the Kingbird, is six 
days behind the normal. Space has been 
taken for the above detailed statistics, 
because they indicate the importance of 
actual calendar dates in the northward 
movement of these birds, not only the nor- 
mal date, but apparently the earliest date 
also having significance. This should be an 
important principle in interpreting migration 
if it can be definitely established. 



The warm night of May :3 a heavy flight 
of birds reached this latitude. Encountering 
thick, showery weather over the city the 
ensuing dawn, they became confused, and 
many were killed by striking the Metro- 
politan Tower while others descended to the 
city yards and small open squares. — J. T. 
Nichols, New York City. 



Region. — Bird migration 
about Washington during Apiil and May, 
1911, was decidedly unusual. The weather, 
particularly during the tatter hall of Apiil 
and the first half of May, was generally cool, 
part of the time more so than is ordinarily 
thecase. while the very few hot days occurred 
only at intervals, thus reversing conditions 
obtaining in the preceding months of Feb- 
ruary and March. These meteorological 
conditions had af^iarently a very peculiar 
effect on the movements of migratory birds * 
in this r^ion. and this peculiar migration is 
the most notable ornithological happening 
of the present spring. 

Notwithstanding the generally coot 
weather. t)\e arrivals of a number of migiants 
were in advancp of normal, some of them by 
many days, .\mong the most important of 
these are the Grasshopper Sparrow, which- 
arrived on April 3 (average spring appear- 
ance, .\pril 22); Rough-winged Swallow, 
April 3 (average. April 10); Henslow'a Spar- 
row, April 7 (April 19); Black and White 
Warbler, April 7 (April 16); House Wren, 
April s (April 18) ; Yellow- throated Warbler, 
April 12 (.Veil iS); Yellow Warbler, April 
;S (April 21); White-eyed Vireo, April i; 
(April 22); Maryland Yellow-throat, April 
IS (April 11); Gre«n Heron, April is (April 
11); Wood Thrush, April 19 {.April 1$); 
Long-billed Marsh Wren, April 23 (April 30); 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, April 24 (May 
i); Magnolia Warbler. April 24 (May 5); 
Olive-backed Thrush, April 2s (May 4); 
Nashville Warbler. April 26 (May 3); and 
Chestnut-sided Warbler, April 26 (May i). 

One species, the Northern Water-Thrush, 
was detected earlier tlian ever before in the 
spring, by Miss M. J. Pellew, on the Ana- 
costia River, near Washington. April 16, its 
earliest previous record being April iS, 192a. 
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To this KeDnally early arrival of ^ring 
migrants Uiere were xome notable exceptions, 
Slid) as the Purple Martin, which was first 
observed on April lo, whereas its usual time 
of ai^WLranceisMarchig; the Bara Swallow 
first seen April 24 (average, April 12); 
Nigbthawli, May S (May 3); Baltimore 
Oriole, May 9 (May 2); Bobolink, May 9 
(May i); Rose-breasted Grosbeak, May 10 
(May 3); and the Alder Flycatcher, May 19 
(May 13}. 

In the case of the great majority of mi- 
grants, particularly those that arrived earlier 
than usual, the bulk of the species lagged 
considerably behind, and appeared even 
much later than common, this resulting in a 
comparative scarcity of birds that was 
noticeable throughout practically all the 
spring migration. At what should have been 
the height ol the migratory movement, the 
weather suddenly became very warm for a 
few days, and evidently the birds passed on 
without tanying. As a consequence of this, 
many transients did not at all reach their 
ordinary abundance for the spring season. 
This warm spell, however, does not fully ac- 

* count for the fact that few birds, particularly 
winter visitors, remained beyond their usual 

• time, since it occurred after many had gone, 
having departed even during the cool weather. 
Yet some remained beyond their ordinary 
time, as established by records of past years. 
Among these were the Hermit Thrush, last , 
seen on May 10 (average date o( depariure. 
May 1); Ruby-crowned Kinglet, May 9 
(average, May 4); American Cool. May 18 
(May 5); American Merganser, May 15 
(May 4); Purple Finch, May 19 (May 8); 
Chestnut-sided Warbler, May 16 (May 21); 
Tree Swallow, May 18 (May 14); Bonaparte 
Gull, May iS (May 9); and Olive-backed 
Thrush, May 30 (May 24). ■ 

Furthermore, two species remained as late 
as ever before — the Solitary Sandpiper, seen 
by Miss M. T. Cooke, near Black Pond, Va,, 
on May 1:, the latest previous record of 
which is May 21, 1906; and the Black- 
throated Blue Warbler, obscr\-ed by Mr. 
Joseph Kittredge. Jr.. near Washington, on 
May 3D, which is the latest recorded spring 
date since May 30, 1888. Two species re- 



mained later than ever before— the Black 
Duck, seen by Mr. E. A. Preble, near Dyke, 
Va., on May 18, its previously latest spring 
record being May 11, 1917) and the Red- 
breasted Merganser, found by Mr. Joseph 
Kittredge, Jr., near Washington, on May 10, 
whereas its previously latest date is May 2, 

Among Che few transients that reached 
their normal abundance was the Myrtle 
Warbler; and the Blue-winged Warbler, 
always a rare bird about Washington, seemed 
to be rather more often in evidence. 

Many familiar species, particularly tran- 
sients, were present in unuaially small num- 
bers. Among these might be especially men- 
tioned the Purple Finch, which was very 
seldom observed, the Cape May Warbler, 
Tennessee Warbler, Blackhumian Warbler, 
Chestnut-sided Warbler, Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak, Tree Swallow, Wilson Thrush, Olive- 
backed Thrush, and Gray-cheeked Thrush. 

On the other hand, the Bonaparte Gull 
and the Ring-billed Gull seemed to be ex- 
ceptionally common, and remained in con- 
siderable numbere up to the middle of May, 
especially on the Potomac River below Wash- 
ington. The Laughing Gull was very much 
in evidence some 40 to 60 miles down the 
Potomac River from Washington, and was 
seen also not infrequently within a com- 
paratively short distance of the city. Either 
it is gradually extending its regular range up 
this river, or observers have recently been 
giving it more attention. 

The Ducks that were present abundantly 
on the Potomac River during the winter re- 
mained throughout a considerable portion of 
April, and the Lesser Scaup Duck was numer- 
ous until at leasl the middle of May. On 
May 14 three flocks of White-winged Scoters, 
totaling some 300 birds, were seen on the 
Potomac River about 15 miles above Colonial 
Beach, On the same day, along the river 
between Colonial Beach and Washington, the 
Great Blue Heron was frequently seen pur- 
suing its favorite pasrime of visiting the fish- 
pounds to obtain the fish itiqirisoned there. 

Three Common Terns were found by Mr. 
Joseph Kittredge, Jr., on May 9 and 10, on 
the river near Washington. The .American 
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Bittern, which seems to be somewhat in- 
creasing in numbers about Washington, was 
reported to be breeding not far from the city. 
An always interesting bird, the Prothonotary 
Warbler, was three times seen during the 
^ring migration, — on April 17, at Dyke, Va., 
by Mr. L. D. Miner; on May 3, in the same 
locality, by Miss M. T. Cooke; and on May 
9, at Miller, Va.. by Mr. L. D. Miner. 

While in many respects the H>fiti8 migra- 
tion of 1921 was unsatisfactory, particularly 
in the small numbers of birds present, espe- 
cially Warblers, the pectiliarities of the 
movements of the various species more than 
made up in interest for the scarcity of 
both species and individuab observable. 
— Habbv C. Oberbolsek, Biohgkal Surtey, 
n'askingUm, D. C. 

OBBBtlN (Ohio) Region. — The outstand- 
ing feature of the period was the continued 
cold and unfavorable weather until almost 
the end of May. There were no large move- 
ments of the birds at any time. Most of the 
species were represented by fewer individuals 
than ever before in ray eiperience. But 
while many of the birds were late, the foliage 
was at least two weeks ahead of schedule. 
Thus, when the Warblers and later Sparrows 
and Flycatchers did come, it was difficult to 
make them out in the dense foliage. Many 
of the Warblers did not go on north until 
the first week in June. On June 5 there were 
sii Ruddy Turnstones and one Semipalmated 
Plover feeding along the shore of Lake Erie, 
near Huron. This is the latest record for 
these two species.— LvNDS Jones, Obrrtin, 
Ohio. 

Ckicaco Region. — While the warm win- 
ter kept a number of species in this region 
which generally winter a few miles south, it 
did not alTect the majority of the later mi- 
grants which passed through about the usual 
time, some, of course, a little earlier and some 
a little later. 

Thirty-three species of Warblers were re- 
ported, including a Kentucky (Mr, Nathan 
Leopold, Jr.), a Prothonotary, found singing 
in Garfield Park, in the center of the west 
side of the city, by Mr. Benjamin T. Gault, 



eason 203 

and a Pine Warbler taken at beach, May 7, 
by Mr. Sanborn. Other rarer ones are the 
Cerulean, Wilson's, Golden-winged and Blue- 
winged; a nest and six eggs of the latter were 
found by Mr. Edward R. Ford in the same 
place that he found them seven years ago, 
and is the second breeding- record for this 
region. .\ few species stayed later than usual, 
a Black -and- White and a Canada being seen 
Jime 5, at Highland Park by Mr. Sanborn 
and a Coimecticut and Mourning were found 
dead the 7th and 8th respectively. The 
migration was at its height May 11 to 15 and 
10 to n- 

Mr. Gault has observed a number of inter- 
esting shore-birds, Semipalmated, Stilt, and 
Baird's Sandpipers being seen in Grant Park 
May 9, and Sanderling, Red-backed, Turn- 
stone and Black-bellied Plover in Lincoln 
Park May 34; the Red-backed were seen 
again June 5, Mr. Ford found a large flock 
of Semipalmated Plover in the Skokie Marsh 
west of Fort Sheridan May 12, and Mr. San- 
bom a dock of Least Sandpipers in the same 
place May 15. Dr. Eifrig also found the 
Least and Semipalmated Sandpipers at Addi- 
son May 2(>. 

Other interesting records for the region are 
Clay-coloredandLincoln'sSparrows in Grant 
Park May 15, and a Harris Sparrow in Hum- 
bolt Park May 14 (Mr. Gault); Turkey 
Vulture April 14, and* Lark Sparrow May 8, 
in the Dunes (Dr. Lowey); Osprey May 15. 
in the Uunes (Mr. Ford), and an Orchard 
(Jriole May 19, in Jackson Parkl-Vfr. Wat- 
son). Short-billed Marsh Wrens have been 
reported from a number of places south and 
west of the city and a colony of Dickcissels 
has stopped for the summer in the Skokie. 

Dr. Eifrig reports from River Forest, west 
of the city. Pheasant and Quail, probably 
breeding; Red-bellied Woodpecker May 1, 
and 14; Mockingbird May 21, which stayed 
around his home all day; Louisiana Water- 
Thrush .May 1 1, and a Bam Owl was brought 
to him dead May 29, from Maywood. A 
Bewick's Wren was seen April 30; these 
Wrens were also reported from the Dunes 
(Mrs. Richardson) April i and ii. 

Twenty-eight species have been found 
breeding to date, a few of which might be 
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mentioiied. Mr. Ford found a nest of Wood- 
cock hatched in the snow April i;. Dr. 
Etftig rqxirted two nestt of (he Migrant 
Shrike at Addison April 28, and a young bird 
was caught by Mr. Coale in Highland Park 
June 7. No birds had been seen by either 
Mr. Coale or Mr. Sanborn previous to this 
lime, so it was a surprise to And a young bird 
hopping about the yard. t)r. Eifrig found 
IS* nests of the Black-crowned Night Heron 
in a colony at Orlando May ii). Mr. Ford 
reports the Piping Plover breeding in the 
Dunes again this year May 14. Mr. Hunt, 
May S, found a nest and (our eggs of the 
Savannah Sparrow in the Dunes, and June 
5, in Lincoln Park, Mr, Gault found a nest 
of the Spotted Sandpiper. 

The Society now has a list of 211 species 
and hopes to be able to report some interest- 
ing nests in the next paper. — Colin Camp- 
bell Sanborn, Chairman Report Committre, 
Chicago Ornithdotical Society. 

Minneapolis Region.— The weather 
during the period covered by this ar- 
ticle has been characterized by rather fre- 
quent and abrupt changes in temperature 
which have disturbed the normal progress of 
the spring's development. The early awak- 
ening of vegetation and premature acli\'ity of 
animal life that resulted from the unseason- 
ably mild weather o[ March and early .\pril 
was checked somewhat by cool nights and 
cold northerly winds in late April and early 
May, but occasional hot days during that 
time and continued very warm weather with 
frequent rains from mid-May on, stimulated 
the woodlands, meadows, and fields to such 
an extent that summer conditions were 
anticipated by fully two weeks. 

The effect of the early and irregular spring 
upon bird-life in this locality was to break up 
somewhat the usual sequence of events. Most 
of the earlier migrants came ahead of schedule 
but those journeying from afar were in many 
instances delayed until, for a time, it seemed 
as though we were not to experience the 
great May movement, so eagerly awaited by 
all bird-lovers. And when it did finally come, 
on May ig. it was deficient both as to species 
and number ol individuals and passed by so 



quickly that in two or three days nearly all 
traces of the migration were gone. Previous 
to this date some of the common summer 
residents had appeared in very limited num- 
bers, and it was not until this 'wave' of 
north-bound migrants came along that the 
missing quota was supplied from laggards 
traveling in its ranks. This, the only large 
and the final 'wave' of the season, reached 
the vicinity of Miimeapolis on the morning 
of a warm and beautiful day immediately 
following a spell of cold and stormy weather. 
Great numbers of birds must have been held 
up somewhere in the mid- Mississippi Valley, 
and when they were released they hastened 
to their destinations with greatly increased 

A brief statement of actual weather condi- 
tions will give a better idea of just what the 
bird- travelers had to encounter hereabouts, 
though it is probable that conditions farther 
south iiad more to do with irr^ularilies in 
this latitude. Mid-April presented two days 
with freezing temperature, thin ice forming 
on the nights of the ijth and i6th. The 
remainder of the month was cool at night 
and warm, or even hot, at noon. May came 
in with three days so cold that ice nearly an 
inch thick formed on bird-baths out at Lake 
Minnetonka on the night of the 3d, and light 
flurries of snow occurred on the ist. Hot 
days and warm nights followed until on the 
13th to the T6th it was again so cold that 
light frosts occurred, this kind of weather 
extending over a wide area in the upper Miss- 
issippi Valley, In northern Minnesota it was 
still colder, the mercury dropping to 27 de- 
grees at Duluth and to freezing at Fargo. 
From this time on the weather became in- 
tensely warm, with thermometer readings at 
times over 90 degrees at noon. This has 
continued with but little interruption until 
the present date. 

The progress of the season will be most 
clearly and easily shown by arranging the 
data in the form of a nature calendar. I have 
again to thank Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Commons 
for the generous use of their spring notes 
which form a not inconsiderable part of the 
following record. A few dates have also been 
supplied by Miss Fetter, Miss Humiston, 
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and Mr. Orcutt Frost, membets of ray bird 

cUss, and by Mr. William Kilgore. Jr. First 

records in italics. 

April 15. A completed Robin's nest. 

April 1;. Vellmf- headed Blackbird, 1 males; 
PUd-biiled Grebr; BUlern. Many Herring 
Gulls passing. Vegetation has advanced 
but little of late. 

.-^priltS. Chipping Sparrav.: SapsucLers lap- 
ping trees extensively. In bloom: Uutcb- 
man's bre«hes and bloodroot. 

April iq. Myrtle Waiblcn, Ctwbirds. Loons. 
Many VcUow-headed Blackbirds, all males; 
the males arrive ten or twelve days ahead 
of the femaies. Rusty Blackbirds mi- 
grating in numbers. White-breasled Nut- 
hatch building, 

April 14, Tovkfr, male; While-lhioated Spar- 

April 25. Rue anemone and bellwort in 

.\pril 16. S\famp and Vesper Sparrows., Bank 
Siiittlmii, Sparrow Hawk, Lesser Vrllow- 
tegs.Louisiatuin'aleT-Thrttsh. The Water- 
Thmsh was seen at the same spot where the 
nest was found two years ago, the only 
place where this species has been encount- 
ered in this vicinity. It was a pretty sight 
to see the bird walking mincingly along in 
the shallow water, tossing the dead leaves 
this way and that, and daintily picking up 
the many tiny water creatures that came 
Into view. This species arrives here three 
weeks or more in ad\'ance of Grinnell's, 
which is only a transient in the southern 
part of the state. A Pileated Woodpecker 
excavating its nesting-hole in a dead stub 
only 16 feet from the ground. 

In bloom: Three-flowered geum, ground 

Elum, wild ginger, marsh marigold, shad- 
ush, plum trees, flowering almond, and 
Missouri currant. Skunk cabbage leaves 
8 to II inches high and many blossoms 
still fresh. 

.\prili7. Brau.'n Thrasher. 

.\pril 29. Barn Swallow, Palm Warbler. A 
Blue jay's nest, $ eggs, in a small pine tree 
close by the front door of a suburban resi- 
dence. The Blue Jay is increasing in num- 
bers of late and it Is not uncommon to see 
parties of 8 to 10 roving about the counlr)' 
or it may be within the city limits. Many 
nest within the city. 

April 30, Chipping Sparrow building. Vis- 
ited a colony of Great Blue Herons and 
Double-crested Cormorants on an island 
in upper Lake Minnetonka. The birds are 
increasing rapidly in numbers. There are 
now several hundred nests. During the 
past two years many large elm and bass- 
wood trees have died as the result of their 



ason 205 

being occupied by the birds. Twenty nests 
were counted in one such tree. 
Blue cohosh in bloom. 
May 2. Purple Marlins. 
May J, Turkey Vullure. 
May 4. Tennessee H'arbler, House Wren. 
May 5. Lark Sparrtrw, Ameriean Pipil. 
Black Tern (manyl, Wilson's Phalarope, 
Least Sandpiper. 

Woods now quitedense. Oakainbloom. 
May J. Sora. There has seemed to be a 

great scarcity of this bird this year. 
May 8, Baltimore Oriole. Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak. Chimney Swi/I, Solitary Sandpiper. 
Lilacs in bloom. 
May 9. Yellow Warbler. 
May 10. Kingbird, Verry, Catbird. Red- 
headed Waodprctrr. 

Red-bcrri«i elder in bloom. Wood and 
rue anemone at their best. 
May 11. Common Tern. 
May iJ. Bobolink. Yellow-lkroated Vireo, 
Pine and Black and Wkite Warblers, Grav- 
ckeeked Thrush, Srmipalmaled Plover. F.igflt 
Wilson's Pbalaropes in pairs. Lark Spar- 
row's nest just completed. 
May IJ, Red-eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo. 
May 15. Oven-bird. 
May 17, Magnolia Warbler. 
May 18. Least Flycatcher. 
May 19. The one great bird 'wave' of the 
season came today. Foliage dense, like 
summer. Nashville, Chestnut-sided, Black- 
poll, Wilson's and Canada Warblers. Red- 
start, Maryland Yellow-lhroat, Grinnell's 
Waler-Thrush, Scarlet Tanager, Black- 
billed Cuckoo. Ruby-lhroaled Hummintbird. 
Crested Flycaleher, Wood Pewec. SolUary 
Virea, Wood Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush. 
Many Rose- breasted Grosbeaks, White- 
throated Sparrows, Tree Swallows, and 
other belated birds came today. 
May }0. Country appears like summer, a 

very rapid advance in vegetation lately. 
May 31, YeUaw-billed Cuckoo. 
May 31. Young Killdeers just hatched; Bit- 
tern's nest, one egg. 

Small white and small yellow cyprj- 
pediums in bloom. 
May 22. Bird 'wave' of igth has passed; but 
few northern migrants left, Baltimore 
Oriole building. Male Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks fighting furiously. Watched 
Sapsuckcr visiting its 'borings' closely fol- 
lowed bv a male Hummer. 
May 22. Wild thorn apple in full bloom. 
May 28. Four nests of Brewer's Blackbird- 
eggs and young. This bird, formerly rare 
here, is steadily increasing in numbers 
until now it is a common summer resident 
and generally distributed. It nests in 
colonies. Rose-breasted Grosbeak's nest, 
3 eggs. Young Meadowlarks out of neat. 
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May JO. Least Sandpiper still here — flwk 

May 3:. Bobolink's nest, 7 e^gs; wood 
Thrush's nest, 4 eggs. An Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, a belated migrant. 

June 3, Young Pileated Woodpeckers in nesl 
found April 16 larse enough to come up to 
the hole to be fed. Both sexes feeding as 
is usual with the Woodpeckers; trips 
rather infrequent, the inten-at sometimes 
an hour. A second nest of this remarkable 
bird was reported in the vicinity of Minne- 
apolis the present season. 

June 7. Young Migrant Shrikes just out of 
nest. 

June 10, Hummingbird building nest, l^id 
foundation of spider-webs as apparently 
do most birds that saddle their nests un 
small limbs. 

June ir. Ruffed Grouse with chicks only 
two or three days old. Both parents with 
young. 

The Bob- white is more than usually 
numerous this year in (his locality, its 
whistle being heard on all sides, sometimes 
within the city limits. The harsh call of the 
Ring-necked Pheasant is becoming a rather 
frequent new note in all the country round. 
The past mild, snowless winter has probably 
favored the increase of these two birds. — 
Thomas S. Roberts, Zodlogieal Uuseun. 
Vnitersily of JUinncsola. Minneapolis, Minn. 

Kansas City Region,— The unusual op- 
portunity of viewing uninterruptedly a spring 
migration has been enjoyed this season by 
the writer, and enough interesting and valu- 
able data has accumulated to fill several 
times over the space allotted to these brief 
notes. Particular attention has been paid to 
nesting habits with s|>ecial reference to dates 
of laying, and exact information regarding 
over forty species has been recorded in this 
locally neglected department. 

Encouraged by the finding of additional 
evidence last year of the local breeding of the 
Blue Grosbeak, a s>-slematic and extended 
search has lately been made Cor the nest of 
Traill's Flycatcher, with the result that eight 
nests have been located in this county. The 
most productive field proved to be the willow 
thickets in the Missouri River bottoms Dear 
the mouth of Big Blue, where a nest and set 
of c^gs were collected to substantiate the 



record. This bird has hitherto been searched 
for here in vain during the breeding season, 
but has very evidently been merely over- 
looked. 

A lempestuousand killing blizzard, entirely 
out of season hit this region on .\pril lb, leav- 
ing death and destruction to nesting birds 
and late fruit in its wake. A brooding female 
Robin whose nest was exposed to the full 
blast of the north wind and snow had to lie 
close with head under wing to keep from 
freezing, and next morning her four large 
nestlings were dead. Five other Robins' 
nests, as well as Meadowlark, Chickadee and 
Bluebird nests, were found containing frozen 
eggs- 

As reported in the last letter from this 
(mint, very early spring liad advanced the 
arrival dates of the early migrants, but the 
return of winter conditions not only played 
havoc with (he early breeders, but kept sev- 
eral of the wintering species here longer than 
usual, and delayed migration generally from 
that dale forward. Such prompt migrants 
as Hermit Thrush, House Wren and Chimney 
Swift, noticeable perhaps on account of their 
abundance, were later than for several years 
past. However, a lew spedes were early in 
spite of adverse conditions, as, for instance. 
Yellow- legs. Greater Yellow-l(^, Bittern, 
and Spotted Sandpiper. J imco. Winter Wren, 
and Harris's and White-throated Sparrows 
were four winter species to remain long after 
theirnormal times of departure; J uncos were 
noted in small numbers as late as May 5 
and the iSparrows were common up imtil 
the last of the second week in May, when nor- 
mally only stragglers are present. SavMmah 
Sparrows passed during the last half of April 
in unusual abundance, especially on upland 
and prairie regions. On the 14th, Shrikes 
and Pboebes had young in the nest, hatched 
during the past week since the blizzard. On 
the isth, Baltimore Orioles, Kentucky and 
Blue-winged Warblers, and Wood-Thrushes 
arrived, and Dove, Meadowlark, Brown- 
thrasher, and Cardinal had full sets of ^gs. 
Tanagers arrived on the agth with an im- 
mense wave of Harris's Sparrows. Belated 
groups of migrating Blue Jays and the late 
arrival oflndigo Bun ting and Red-eyed Vireo 
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were probably results of the late cold. On 
this date Bronzed Crackle nests cont&ined the 
full complement of eggs. The first White- 
eyed Vireoa were heard on the 4th, and on the 
Sth Gray-cheeked and Olive-bodted Thrushes 
were numerous and a few were singing, 

Oi May 5, the up-river lakes and ponds in 
Platte and Buchanan counties contained 
numbers of Pied-billed Grebes, Coots, Mal- 
lards, Baldpates, Gadwatl, Pintails, Shovel- 
lers, Blue-winged Teal, and Yellow-legs. A 
pau- of targe Grebes could not be identified. 
Red-winged Blackbirds were not yet build- 
ing, as but few females had arrived. Num- 
bers of Lincoln's Sparrows in song, a small 
fiock of Bobolinks, and three small troops of 
J uncos were seen. 

A visit to Holt County on the loth dis- 
closed the fact that breeding birds were far 
behind those in the Kansas City region, only 
a hundred miles to the south. Meadowlarks 
were found to be mostly Western, and, for 
the first time to western Missouri, migrating 
Blue-headed Vireos vrere heard In full song. 

Returning on the nth, Kansas City was 
found swarming with Tennessee Warblers, 
and out on the prairie regions Grasshopper, 
Savannah, and Harris's Sparrows were every- 
where. A small flock of Bobolinks, a very 
rarebiid here, was seen at 63d and Brookside 
Streets, and one was heard to sing lustily as 
they flew ofi. A Whip-poor-will was flushed, 
and singing migrant Thru^es were still 



Nests and eggs too numerous to list were 
found during the first half of May, and during 
this period the late migrants, which are usu- 
ally silent, were all in full song. Chi the 17th 
three Bob-whites' nests, contaiiting t, 3, and 
5 ^gs respectively, were found in the south- 
em part of the city, and in the same region 
on this date a successful stalk was made on 
the four treasures of a noisy pair of Kilideers. 

The flood-tide of Warbler and Flycatcher 
migration seemed to be on May 30, which 
is a little later than usual. Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos were mating, and a pair of Blue Gros- 
beaks were seen on this date. Nests of Yel- 
low Warbler, Orchard Oriole, Bell's Vireo, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Bank Swallow, and 
Dickcissel, containing full sets of eggs, were 
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found on the same day. A set of three 
Broad- winged Hawk's eggs was found on the 
iid. On the 33d migrant Thrushes were still 
present — very late. 

On the 14th the following nests were found 
in the southern part of the city in a wild 
thicket, little suspected by the neighbors of 
containing such wild birds: Bob-white, 17 
eggs; Field Sparrow, 4 eggs; Green Heron, 
4 eggs; Cooper's Hawk, 5 eggs nearly ready 
to batch; Red-winged Blackbird, 4 eggs with 
3 of the Cowbird; and Uickclssel, 5 eggs. 

Grasshopper Sparrows are again present 
this summer on the Swope Park rifle range 
meadow, but even rope-dragging [ails to 
discover the hiding places of their nests. 
Traill's Flycatcher nests were found on June 
I, 5, S, and 1 1, with the search still on. Black 
Terns were noted on the Missouri River on 
the nth and ijth. 

William Andrews has assumed the 
guardianship of a nesting pair of Wood Ducks 
on Mil] Creek, near Courtnej-, but is not very 
hopeful that they will ever succeed in bring- 
hig off their young. He states that boys and 
Mexicans in the neighborhood are Coo bounti- 
fully supplied with ammunition. 

It b regretted that interesting matter re- 
ceived from Sidney Hyde, of Topeka, and 
other correspondents cannot be included this 
time. — Hakkv Harris, Kansai City, Mo. 

Denver Region, — If the flood of spring 
migration in this region during March and 
April was small and slack, it soon became a 
tidal wave after April 15. The writer cannot 
recall a season when the birds returned seem- 
ingly all at once and in large numbers. This 
was especially true of the summer resi- 
dents, and, to some extent, with the passing 
migrants. 

The region has swarmed with Robins, 
Chipping Sparrows, Yellow Warblers, and 
there has been an unusually large influx of 
Bullock's Orioles and Black-headed Gros- 
beaks. This spring's crop of young Robins 
and young House Finches is extremely large, 
more so than for years past. Some individ- 
uals of these species began housekeeping 
promptly and very early; thus there were a 
number of full-fledged young Robins out of 
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the nest and well able to fend for themselves 
by May i6. If one allows fourteen days for 
nest period, fourteen days for incubation, 
four tor the laying of a set of eggs, and four 
for nest-building, we get bact to April lo for 
the beginning of nesting, which is. Indeed, a 
case of 'the early bird.' 

On May 7 there was an extraordinarily 
large number of Clay-colored, Brewer's and 
Chipping Sparrows in a partly abandoned 
cemetery near my home. They must have 
been largely migrants, for a few days after- 
ward our usual local Chippin); Sparrow popu- 
talioa only was in evidence. 

The writer spent as many hours as po!;sib1e 
in the field watching this concourse of 
'Spizella' Sparrows; its chorus from sunrise 
to dusk was continuous and delightful be- 
yond words. 

The following brief review of some arrival 
dates nuy be of interest: The first Chipping 
Sparrow was seen on April 21, which is three 
weeks later than its earliest previous appear- 
ance, according to the writer's records; Gam- 
bel's Sparrow arrived on April 1;, eighteen 
days later than its previous earliest, while 
both the Audubon's and Yellow Warblers 
returned within one day of the previous 
earliest, viz., on May 1 and May 5. Some 
interesting facts have developed this spring 
concerning the spread of these two Warblers 
in the vicinity of Denver. 

The first Audubon's Warbler was seen at a 
point about twenty miles south of Denver. 
The species was not delected in the city 
proper until May 12, taking apparently 
twenty-one days to work its way northward 
twenty miles. It is interesting to note that 
on both occasions it was accompanied by 
Lutesceni Warblers. The Yellow Warbler 
was seen first in a park about three miles 
south of the writer's home, on May s, and 
not at the latter place until May 8. The 
writer has no explanation for this slow travel 
rate, unless it be that he missed the species 
on an earlier date than given. 

A lone Mockingbird appeared in the 
writer's neighborhood on May 8 and q. and 
then disappeared. 

It was suggested in the last report of this 
region that the spring migrants would arrive 



earlier than usual. This has proven to have 
been poor prophesy. Many arrived late, 
some very late, and a few on time. 

Taking the earliest previous arrival dates 
as data, it appears that the Rock Wren, 
Black-headed Grosbeak, House Wren, and 
(Ireen-tail Towhee were all five days late, the 
Wood Peewee sixteen, and the Bullock's 
Oriole seventeen days behind time, while, for 
example the Catbird was on time, viz., arriv- 
ing on May 29. In fact the number of species 
arriving. late was in the majority, a tardiness 
ranging from one to three weeks. 

Two Rock Wrens lingered in the aforesaid 
cemetery until June 5. It was hoped that 
they would remain to nest, but their disap- 
pearance after June 5 has blasted this hope. 
Aside from one rainy spell, which came about 
a week ago (June 6), the weather conditions 
have been all that one could desire and what 
a mere human would imagine ideal to bring 
the birds back to their summer homes early. 
Yet they did not come. A simultaneous 
state-wide survey would doubtless throw a 
good deal of light on this interesting and un- 
usual migration situation as it has develi^ied 
in the Denver Region. — W, H. Besctou), 
DmvfT, Cola. 

San Fbancisco Rehion.— Though April 
and May were unusually chilly and light 
frosts were recorded as late as May 2 and 3, 
the warm weather of February had started 
the blossoms, so that the season was two 
weeks in advance of that of last year. This 
difference showed no corresponding difference 
in the dates of migration among the birds. 
The winter birds recorded as still present on 
April 11 wereseen last on the following dates: 
Intermediate Sparrow and Varied Thrush, 
Aprilii; Audubon Warbler, April 15; Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet and Fox Sparrow, April 17; 
Hermit Thrush, April 27; and Ciotden- 
crowncd Sparrow, April ig. The Cooper 
Hawk was seen on May 1 1 and the Sharp- 
shinned Hawk on May i; — a fact which im- 
plies a decided loss of life among the newly 
hatched generation of small birds. Cedar 
Waxwings were still present on June 5. 

The summer birds arriving after the middle 
of April were the Black-headed Grosbeak, 
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April i6; Yellow Warbler, April 20; Russet- 
backed Thrush, April 16; Lazuli Bunting, 
April 27; Olive-sided Flycatcher, May 4; 
Wood Pewee, Chipping Sparrow and Oriole, 
May 5. The Thrush was not in full song 
until May 15. A pair of Lawrence Gold- 
hncbes was seen repeatedly in North Berkeley 
andon Apriligseemedtobebuilding. Juncoa 
and Robins were seen in so many localities 
that they will soon be in the class with 
Flickers and P^e Siskins — permanent resi- 

The first whistle of Quail on guard was 
beard on April 10, but a flock of eight to ten 
was seen on April 22. Young Allen Hum- 
mers left the nest on April 15. while in 
another nest young, just hatched, were 
found May 5. Another nest was just in 
the formation stage on May 6. Cto the 
same date a Warbling Vireo's nest was nearly 
finished. 

After May 14 the scene of observation was 
shifted to the Santa Cruz Mountains, where 
also the season was found to be farther ad- 
vanced than at the same time last year. The 
bird list of two previous years was increased 
by the addition of Anthony Green Herons, 
Poor Wills, House Wrens, Western Martins, 
and Pygmy Nuthatches. The Nuthatches 
and a colony of Martins were occupying holes 
in the same dead yellow pine on the top of a 
sandy ric^e. A Bluebird, hovering near, 
seemed interested in the tree too and very 
likely had her young in the lowest story. The 
Nuthatches were housed in the attic and 
were catching insects between trips to a'live 
pine near by. Black- throated Gray War- 
bler*, which were officially added to the list 
of birds in this region only a few months ago 
(see Condor, March, rgii), but have been 
noted as one of the common Warblers of the 
region during the three years I have visited 
it, have totalled in my notes eleven pairs, if 
each singing male represents a pair. They 
seem to be stationed from a quarter to half a 
mile apart along the bottom of the valley, 
only one of the eleven being on the hillside. 

Juncos. Creepers, Bush-Tits, and Allen 
Hummers had young out of the nest by May 
10, and a family of Lutescent Warblers, 
tucked snugly in a nest phiced in a hole in 



the stream-bank, tried their wings on May 
13. On June S, Tanagets were found in the 
same tree where they were seen last year, 
but there was no opportunity to discover 
whether they were nesting or simply helping 
to dispose of the cherry crop in an orchard 
near by. — Amelia S. Allen, BrrkeUy, Calif. 

Los Angeles Recion.^CooI weather and 
abundant rain have prevailed during .April 
and May in Los Angeles and vicinity. The 
only noticeable effect of these nearly un- 
precedented weather conditions upon the 
seasonal migration was to bring the birds in 
their old-time abundance again to Nigger 
Slough, which held more water than for sev- 
eral seasons past. Ducks observed there dur- 
ing the period covered were the Pintail, 
Scaup, Baldpate, Shoveller, Ruddy, Red- 
head, Cinnamon Teal, Green-winged Teal, 
and Kulvous Tree Ducks, Black-necked 
Stilts, Yellow-legs, Long-billed Dowitchers, 
Hudsonian Curlew, Marbled Godwits, Black- 
bellied and Semipalmated Plover, Red- 
backed. Least, and Western Sandpipers were 
there in considerable numbers. An Anthony 
Green Heron was noticed .April 16, and the 
resident Black-Crowned Night Herons were 
observed to be wearing their nuptial plumes. 
Less common nsitors were the beautiful 
Black Terns and live Wilson Phalaropes seen 
ihere on .\pri1 25 and 27. On these dates the 
Black Turnstones were seen at White's Point 
for the last time, and on the 27th, the first 
Wandering Tattlers appeared. They were 
seen there se^-eral times during the succeeding 
fortnight, in groups of sii or seven birds. The 
27lh also marked the departure of the last of 
the Black- bellied Plover, and the arrival of a 
colony of Bank Swallows at San Pedro, 
Rough-winged Swallows were seen near the 
Laguna hills May S, and near Sycamore 
Grove, Arroyo Seco, about the same date, 
where Vaus Swifts were also observed several 
times. Tree Swallows were found nesting in 
willow trees at Sanford Bridge, San Gabriel 
River, May q, and Violet-Green Swallows 
occupied their old nest-tree in Eaton Cafton. 

The arrival of the land-birds was noted as 
showing little variation from average dates. 
The Blue Groslwak, occasionally noticed late 
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in April, was not seen until May 8, about its 
average date. Lazuli Buntings were abun- 
dant at that time, as were also the Western 
Tanager^. Long-tailed Chats arrived April 
33. May 16, the nest of the Cabonis Wood- 
pecker, referred to in last report, held young 
about ready to leave, and a brood of four 
Red-bellied Hawks were well fledged. 

Cedar Waxwings were common pitil late 
in May, flocks of 50 to 75 being seen on the 
zoth and iid during a week of rain. Russet- 
backed Thrushes were then abundant and in 
song in gardens and orchards, as were also 
Pileolaled and Yellow Warblers. The Her- 
mit Warbler was not observed until May g. 
On May 4 a pair of Dusky Warblers was seen 
near the edge of the cllfTs beyond Pt. Firmin, 
their behavior indicating that they were 
nesting there, though a brief search among 
the cactus, Rhus inUgriJolia. etc., that covered 
the ground revealed nothing. At the same 
place a nmle Linnet, singing under full obser- 
vation for several minutes, showed no trace 
of red in his plumage but was marked with 
pure bright yellow. White- throated Swifts 
soared about Pt. Firmin, and an Osprey 
patrolling the waters bore away a fish in his 
talons, while at White's Point a migrating 
Kingfisherhad dropped in among the Spotted 
Sandpipers and Wandering Tattlers, 

Red- winged, Tricolored, aiid Yellow- 



headed Blackbirds are abundant about the 
tule-filled sloughs. A flock of 50 Tricolored 
were observed near the head of Newport Bay 
May 27, On that date 10 Great Blue Herons, 
8 While Pelicans, a few Cormorants, and 
many Least Tems were seen in the inner bay 
at low tide. 

The small ravine leading down to the shore 
near the ferry landing at Del Mar was occu- 
pied by Bullock's Orioles with young out of 
the nest, Arizona Hooded Orioles, Western 
Kingbirds, Willow Goldfinches, Wood Pe- 
wees, several Flycatchers, Pileolated War- 
blets, Yellow- throats, a pair of Blue Gros- 
beaks, and Russet-backed Thrush in "song, 
Anna Hummingbird nesting, and on the dry 
upper bank a Costa Hummingbird brooded 
her newiy hatched young. Rufous-crowned 
Sparrows sang from the dry walls, and a 
Road-runner shared their habitat. At the 
Point at least two pairs of Say's Phcebes and 
several Barn Swallows were nesting in the 
caves. Homed Larks occupied the flowerj- 
sands above the beach. 

On the same dale, 20 While-faced Clossj' 
fbis were seen at Nigger Slough. Only one 
Northern Phalarope has been observed there 
this season. Pbainopeplas were abundant 
near the entrance of Lytle Creek Cafion 
on June 5, — Frances B. Schneider, Los 
Angfles. Calif. 
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culture. April, iBgi. Svo. 19 pages, 
The pitJ>lent3 that can be solved by bird- 
banding are stated id this manual on the sub- 
ject as follows: 

1. How fast do the individuals of any ^>e- 
cies travel on their periodic migrations; that 
is, bow many miles per day will any one bird 
at'erage during these journeys and what is the 
total time consumed in a trip? 

I. Does any one flock continue in the van 
or is the advance made by successive flocks 
passing one over the other in alternate periods 
of rest and flight? 

3. Do individuals of any species always 
follow the same route, and is it identical for 
both spring and fall flights? 

4. Do migrating birds make the same stop- 
overs every year to teed? 

5. Howlongdobirdsremaininonelocality 
during the migration, the breeding, or the 
winter seasons? 

6. What is the relation between the breed- 
ing and the wintering grounds of individuals; 
that is, do those birds that breed farthest 
north winter farthest south, thus jumping* 
over those that occupy the intermediate zone, 
or do they merely r^lace the latter individ- 
duals as winter residents? 

7. Do birds adopt the same nesting area, 
nest-site, and winter quarters during succes- 

3. For how many broods will one pair 
remain mated, and which bird, if not both, is 
attracted next year to the old nesting site? 

Q. To what extent do males of a q>ecies 
assist in incubation and brooding? 

10. How far from their nests do birds 
forage for food, and after the young have left 
the nest, will the parent birds bring them to 
the feeding and trapping station? 

II. To what region do the birds go, par- 
ticularly the j^ung, that do not return to the 
vicinity of their original nests? 

1 1. How long do birds live? 

Birds may be banded before they can fty 
or they may be trapped, banded, and re- 



leased. The making of the trap and all the 
details of banding, recording, etc., are fully 
described in this publication, a copy of which 
should be in the hands of every one who pro- 
poses to become a bird-bander. It may be 
procured from the Superintendent of Docu< 
ments in the Government Printing Olhce at 
Washington at the nominal price of five 
cents.— F. M. C. 

Buu> Stokies. By Edith M. Patch. With 
Illustrations by Robert J. Siu. Atlantic 
Monthly Press, Boston, w mo. iii pages; 

This is a book for young people and its 
general character is well indicated by its 
title. Life histories of the Chickadee, Her- 
ring Gull, Spotted Sandpiper, Loon, and 
eight other birds are presented in a manner 
well designed to interest the audience the 
author addresses. A bibliography gives the 
sources of information on which the book is 
based (a plan which might be adapted with 
credit by what we may term transmuting 
writers) and also enables the reader to pursue 
the subject further. Special mention should 
be made of Mr. Sim's pen-and-ink drawings 
which exhibit a highly developed technique, 
are artistic and accurate.— F. M. C. 

The Ornithological MagaiineB 

The .Auk. — Three articles in the Apri 
numberaredevoted tobird-banding. Twoof 
them, by S. P. Baldwin, cover somewhat the 
same ground as a paper by the same author 
in the 'Abstract of Proceedings', Linniean 
Society of New York for 1519, but with addi- 
tional data, those concerning the House Wren 
and its habit of changing mates being worked 
out in detail. These papers show what re- 
sults may be expected from systematic trap- 
ping and banding of birds, and will repay 
careful reading for Interesting habit details 
probably obtainable in no other manner. 
The third article, by F. C, Lincoln, gives an 
admirable rfsumf of the history and purposes 
of bird-banding. 

A monographic account of the Dickcissel 
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in lUinois, by Grots, and description of the 
nesting of the Philadelphia Vireo, by Lewis, 
are concluded from the January number. In 
the former, chapters on food and life history 
are accompanied by several plates illustrating 
very completely in photographs the growth 
of the young and also pitunages and plumage 
changes of grown individuals {from skinsl. 
Mr. Lewis goes into description of the voice 
of the Philadelphia Vireo in great detail, and 
his remarkEi on that subject will be of value 
for reference. He finds as regards the yoiang 
being fed "that the feedings exhibit a marked 
periodicity, as though the young were given 
regular meals, with intervals of comparative 
rest," and that this is probably not chance 
but intentional on the part of the parent 
birds. We have here an interesting theme 
for investigation and discussion bearing on 
the life of nestling birds in general. 

In 'Nesting Habits of the Nighthawk at 
Tacoma, Wash.,' J. H. Bowles presenU the 
history of a brood of Nighthawks raised on 
the gravel roof of an apartment house. The 
location afforded unusual opportunities for 
observation, which were well utilized, and the 
account is of great interest. In summing up 
the characters of the precocial young he says 
(p. ii6): "Their actions and general resem- 
blance, until their primaries began to 
lengthen, were so strongly suggestive of an 
abnormally smart young grouse that we must 
wonder what'manner of birds their remote 
ancestors could have been." In this connec- 
tion , young occur in various unrelated groups 
of animals which differ not only from the 
adults but from any probable ancestors, and 
in the reviewer's opinion the young Night- 
hawk is a case of the sort, its peculiarities 
beingdue purely to the ground-nesting habits 
o( its parents, and giving no indication of 
phylogeny. W. H. Bergtold, in 'The English 
Sparrow and the Motor Vehicle' finds that 
there has been a decrease of this bird in 
Denver, coincident with a decrease in the 
horse population and amount of street sweep- 
ings, and correlated with the introduction, 
and multiplied uses of the motor vehicle. 
Oberholser lists proposed changes in the 
A. O. U. check-list. 

.^side from various items of a faunal nature 



in Geneial Notes, 'A List of the Birds «I 
Royal Palm Hammock, Florida' is a fauna! 
paper by A. H. Howell. "This hammock, 
containing about 400 acres, largely covered 
with a dense tropical jungle, together with a 
considerable tract of the surrounding Ever- 
glades, has been set aside recently as a reser- 
vation." Possibly it will provide a perma- 
nent refuge to such birds as the Limpkin and 
Ivory- billed Woodpecker, both of which 
species are listed as occurring there, though 

Among interesting items which catch the 
eye in General Notes, A. W. Anthony men- 
tions capturing a number of Loons while 
fishing with live bait In the waters of San 
Diego Bay. In every case the bait was taken 
near the bottom. "From the fact that the 
hook was often well down in the throat" he 
thinks "tha.t fish are often swallowed without 
coming to the surface." A. T. Wayne relates 
seeing a Lo^erhead Shrike attack and kill a 
Phoebe, a bird which one would suppose too 
large for it. By study of differences in the 
songs of birds of the same species, A. A. Saun- 
ders finds that individuals often sing for a 
part only of the song period of the species, 
which would lead to underestimates of num- 
bers when based on singing males at a given 
tune.— J. T. N. 

Wilson Bulletin. — The March, 1921, 
issue contains a short article on the breed- 
ing of the Bachman's Sparrow in Tin- 
nessee. by Albert F. Ganier, whose name 
is unfortunately misspelled. Mr. W. J. 
Erichsen continues his notes on the breed- 
ing water-birds of Chatham County, Ga.. 
and we arc impressed chiefly by their 
scarcity. The main article of the issue, 
however, is the first installment of a 
study of 'Comparative Periods of Nestling 
Life of Some North American Nidicolie,' 
by Frank L. Burns. Mr. Burns shows with 
considerable success that the division be- 
tween altricial and pracocial birds is by 
no means as hard and fast as the definitions 
of those terms would lead one to suppose, 
and in support of his thesis adduces many 
litlle-known facts in the life histories of the 
nestlings of various families of North 
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American birds. An account o[ the annual 
meetiog, the membership roU, and the 
usual notes and reviews condufle the 
issue.— L. G. 

The firet number of the fifth volume of the 
AmerkoH Bird-Houst Journal, published by 
J. Warren Jacobs, at Waynesburg, Pa., am- 
ta.ins much infonnation in regard to nesting- 
houses, Sparrow-traps and Food-shelters. 

The MaiHt XaluralUt (ThomasLon, Maine) 
has a Department of Omithologj- edited by 
Arthur H. Norton and Alfred O. Gross. 

The issue for April, .gji (No. i. Vol. i). 
contains an illustrated article on Petrels by 
Mr. Norton and various shore notes on other 

In the Scknlific Monthly for May, iqii, 
(pp. 4S7-480) Dr. R. W. Shufeldt brings 
together much information in regard lo illus- 
trations of the Passenger Pigeon and repro- 
duces fifteen of them. Two photographs of 
living birds in Forbush's 'History of Game- 
birds' are considered to possess exceptional 
value, as. so far as the author's "knowledge 
carries these are the only pictures of the kind 
extant." I3r, Shufeldt has, however, over- 
looked the unique series of nine superb photo- 
graphs by J. G. Hubbard of Professor Whit- 
man's birds which appeared in Biro-Lore for 
March-.^pril, 191J. 

The MuTTtUl (Vol. II, No, 2) Official 
Bulletin of the Pacific Northwest Bird and 
Mammal Club {Seattle. Wash,), contains an 
important paper on 'Breeding Dates for 
Washington Birds' by J. H. Bowles; 'Shore 
Bird Notes at Westport. Wash., by I). K. 
Brown; 'British Columbia Bird Notes.' by 
J. A. Munro; and other shorter 1 



From the summer number of Btril Notts 
and Nevs, the quarterly journal of the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds, we learn 
that the bill prohibiting the importation of 
plumage into Great Britain (certain species 
excepted) having passed the House of Com- 
mons, was read for a second time in the 
House of Lords OD June 11. We trust that 
before these lines are published this su- 
premely important measure will have become 

Ira N. Gabrielson has published, in the 
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Sciences 
(Vol. XXV, 1919, pp. IJ3-IS3; VoL XXVI, 
PP- 47-7S; Davenport, Iowa), a well-anno- 
Uted list of 'The Birds Found at Marshall 
County, Iowa.' The list is based on obser- 
vations made between Sept. 1, 191Z, and 
Sept. 7, 191S, and includes 101 species, all 
but two of which were personally recorded 
by the author. 

In the May, 1930, issue of ScIkbI, Scienct 
and iiatktmatics, Horace Gun thorp, of 

Washburn College, Topeka, Kans., gives 
some interesting data in regard to bird-study 
in the educational institutions of the Missis- 
sippi Valley, It api)ears that out of a total 
of about one hundred and forty colleges and 
universities having over one hundred stu- 
dents, thirty-four (of which a list is given) 
offer courses in ornithology. Mr. Gunthorp 
makes some admirable suggestions in regard 
lo the desirability o[ having those in charge 
of these courses become members »f an 
ornithological society, 

Chauncey J. Hawkins' paper on 'Sexual 
Selection and Bird Song' which originally 
appeared in Tkt Auk (Vol. XXXV, iqcS) 
has been honored by republication in the 
Report of the Smithsonian Institution for 
1918 (pp. 461-473), 



Digitized byGoOgIc 



25irb=1Lore 



Ediud br FRANK H, CHAPMAN 

CoBtiibntlu Bdltor, 11 ABEL OSGOOD WR IQHT 

Publlahwl bF D. APPLSTON & CO. 

Vol. XXUI Publlabcd AucuM 1. isn No. 4 



SUBSCRIPTION RATES 



The John Burroughs Memorial Associa- 
tion has issued an appeal for contributions 
toward a fund of t40,ooo with which to ac- 
quire possession of Riverby, Slabsides, and 
Woodchuck Lodge. The fee for active mem- 
bership in this Association is S5. Surely no 
friend of John Burroughs should have to be 
asked twice for this amount. It may be sent 
to the Association, care of the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters, 15 West Sist 
Street, New York City. 

It is safd tliat one of the worst enemies of 
the rarer breeding British birds is the egg- 
collector who. in the name of 'Science,' spares 
no effort to add to his cabinet Brilish-laid 
eggs of birds which may be on the verge of 
extinction in Great Britain though common 
enough elsewhere. The last report of the 
Royal- Society for tf>e Protection of Birds 
records the difficulty paid 'watchers,' or, as 
we call them, wardens, have in guarding nests 
of the less common birds and of collectors' 
attempts to bribe these watchers, and the 
Secretary of the Society writes asking us how 
we combat this evil in America. We answer 
that it does not exist. It is true that we still 
have some collectors of eggs, but the day 
when bird-nesting was a characteristic phase 
of ornithology in this country has lor^ since 
passed. Speaking from memory we cannot 
recall, since the time of Bendire, the presenla- 
tion of a purely odiogical paper or exhibition of 
eggs before tbeannualcongressof the American 
Omitholt^ists' Union, nor, lo be more local. 



do we bdieve there is a sii 
among the representative group of young bird 
students who compose the active membership 
of the Linnean Society of New York. 

Doubtless stringent laws prohibiting egg- 
collecting, except under the terms of a permit 
issued only to qualified persons of eighteen 
years or more, has had much to do with the 
suppression of bird-nesting, but we believe 
that the campaign of education conducted by 
the Audubon, and otlier Societies, nature 
study in the schools, and the use of the 
camera in recording nesting habits has 
aroused so great an interest in the living bird, 
and particularly in the life of the nest, that 
the mere gathering of empty t^gsbells seems a 
very trivial thing to the modern bird student. 

BiKD-LoRE is often honored by requests 
for permission to republish articles and illus- 
trations, particularly the latter, which have 
appeared in its pages. So far as this maga- 
zine is concerned, such permission is invari- 
ably granted, for the chief object of our 
existence is the dissemination of information 
concerning birds, and we have an abiding 
belief that this end can be served, and well 
served, by increasing the number of our 
readers. Bikd-Lore, however, is not the 
only party to be considered in tbis conrtec- 
tion. It is, indeed, the least important mem- 
ber of the group composed of author, photog- 
rapher, and publisher. The tiist-named 
gives, the second sells us the right to publish 
certain articles or photographs, and after 
such publication all further rights in these 
articles or photographs revert lo the person 
orpersonsfrom whom we obtained them. In 
almost every instance these persons, no 
doubt, would be willing to extend to other 
magazines the same privileges they have 
granted Bird-Lore, but it is obvious that 
this right must be obtained from Ihem and 
that we are no more authorized lo give it 
after than before publication in our pages. 

May we therefore suggest that hereafter 
those who desire to use Bird-Lore material 
write direct to the author rather tlian to us. 
If the author's address is not given, com- 
i may be addressed to him in our 
, the Harrisburg office. 
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THE GEOGRAPHY OP BIRDS 

In the days when the Editor of this department of Bird-Lobe went to 
school, geography was a very impersonal, abstract subject. It consisted of 
memorizing the names of the foreign countries and the states of the Union, 
the largest cities, the largest rivers, the mountain chains, and as many 
unrelated facts about each as the teacher herself could master or read from 
a book. Today all is changed. Our educational schemes call for but little 
of this pure memorization. Foreign countries are studied as made up of 
living people whose work and play can be compared with ours. Reasons 
for the locations of cities, and effects of rivers and mountains upon the 
climate and industries are learned that make geography a much more 
personal, concrete study. Whenever possible the facts of geography are 
linked up with the stories of history or current events which tend to make 
it a living vital subject, and it retains its important place in the curricula 
of our schools. 

The field of bird-study is seldom called upon to enliven other subjects. 
It is used more often to freshen the general routine, to furnish a necessary 
relaxation, and, of course, above all, to give to the child that knowledge of 
birds which will be a constant resource to him. There are certain features 
in the migration and distribution of birds, however, that can well be 
utilized in the geography lessons which will at the same time make for a 
better understanding of bird life. Birds are our greatest travelers, and 
what better way is there of learning geography than from those who have 
actually visited the lands which we would study? The journeys of our 
North American birds are fairly well known today, and most authoritative 
bird books, like Chapman's 'Handbook of Birds of Eastern North America,' 
or Mrs. Bailey's 'Birds of the Western United States,' give the summer 
and winter ranges of all birds. With one of these books before him, the 
teacher can plot fairly accurately on a map of the two continents the 
summer and winter ranges of any bird in which the children have become 
interested. Better still, the children can be supplied with outline maps of 
North and South America and can block in with colors the ranges and 
indicate the probable route of the bird's migration, the details depending 
upon the grade in which the work is done. When the one map has been 
completed it would be well to compare the ranges of other common birds 
("5) 
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with it, selecting such as will give the greatest diversity, for it will be 
recalled the summer and winter ranges of some birds are identical, others 
overlap, while still others are many thousands of miles apart. 

The geography lesson should not be complete when the ranges have 
been located on the map, but an endeavor should be made to bring out 
what the particular bird saw on its journeys in the lands which it traversed. 
If it were written up in story form it could be used as a language lesson as 
well, and certainly it would make a splendid review of geography. Let the 
bird tell where it has been and what it has seen, or let several birds discuss 
their travels, I hope that some of the best children's stories will be sent to 
the School Department of Bird-Lore and, if space permits, the best one 
will be printed. 

For the benefit of those who like to have something definite for the 
children to work from, the Editor offers the following little story of a 
Yellow Warbler as one type that may be followed, though it might be even 
more satisfactory to have several birds discuss their winter wanderings. 

THE YELLOW WARBLER'S TALE 

"Sweet, sweet, sweet, sweeter, sweetest" he seems to say to me as he 
lands on the topmost bough of my pear tree and throws back his head in 
song. It is my old friend the Summer Yellowbird back from his long 
winter's absence and ready to take up his abode with me another year. 

"What is so sweet, my good fellow?" I feel like asking him, and "How 
can you be so fresh and happy after your long trip? Tell me where you 
have been and what you have seen since we last met. I am just as inter- 
ested in you and your journeys as I am in any of my other friends who 
travel." 

"Oh, the whole world is sweet" be replies. "I love it all, but most of 
all this place I call home, and particularly that syringa bush where my 
mate and I have built our nest the past two years. Oh, but it's a big world 
and a bad world, but I love it just the same. I don't suppose I have seen 
it all, but I know I have seen a great deal and I have flown over a great 
deal more of it without seeing it, for you know I make my longest flights 
after dark. Where have I been since last we met? Let's see, that was last 
August, wasn't it? The one youngster we managed to raise from those 
four eggs in the syringa bush had left us for exploring expeditions of his 
own. I don't suppose I will ever see him again or recognize him if I do, 
though maybe he will be coming along here in a couple of weeks and I will 
have to drive him away like any other intruder. You know the youngsters 
always come north later than we old birds, and then if anything happens 
to us on the way they can step into the places that we have already dis- 
covered to be satisfactory for our kind of needs and the good places in the 
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world will still have their Yellow Warblers. If nothing has happened to us 
we just drive them on as fast as they come and make them find suitable 
places for themselves. You know it takes a great many insects to feed a 
family, and I don't want any other Yellow Warblers close by, catching my 
kind of insects. Other birds take somewhat different bugs and I don't mind 
them so much. Then, too, you know I always like things my own way in 
my family and Uke to have Mrs. Yellow satisfied with my songs without 
hearing any others just like them. 

But I am digressing too far from the question you asked. Where have 
I been? Well, I will tell you. I spent the winter near Popayan; do you 
know where that is? Get out your geography and look up the country 
called Colombia in the northwestern corner of South America. Do you 
find a river called the Cauca River that flows into the Magdalena from 
the west? Together they flow due north into the Caribbean Sea. Well, 
follow up the Cauca River until you come nearly to the boundary of 
Ecuador, within three degree of the Equator, and there you will find 
Popayan. Hot? Well not as hot as you would think considering that it is 
so near the Equator, tor it is about 6,000 feet above the sea and each 1,000 
feet means about three degrees less temperature. In fact, I suffered more 
from the cold than from the heat. On the whole, its climate wasn't so very 
different from what you have right here in New York State in summer, 
except that the nights were colder. Do you know, Popayan is one of the 
few places in the Tropics where I have seen any glass used in the windows, 
I suppose it keeps the houses warmer at night. The one-story houses are 
made mostly of mud, whitewashed within and without, and the roofs are 
of red tile. 

"What do the people do around Popayan? Well, you must know that 
in spite of the fact that they are industrious, there are no large industries 
for there are no railroads or canals or navigable rivers leading to it, and all 
transportation has to be done by horses, mules, or oxen. It seems curious 
to see the long lines of pack animals winding down the trails, each with 
his load of coflee or cacao or hides. You see it doesn't pay to ship many 
things out of this part of Colombia for it takes ten days to get to the nearest 
port of Buenaventura. Can you find that on your map? But cattle and 
coffee and cacao, from which chocolate is made, can be raised with tittle 
expense in the fertile Cauca Valley and on the mountain sides so that they 
are the only things that are raised on a large scale. So the mountain sides 
and the rolling foothills about Popayan are divided into small farms and 
you would smile to see the crude way in which the ground is cultivated. 
Heavy steel plows have not yet been brought in and most of the Indian 
farmers still plow with the old-fashioned wooden plows' drawn by oxen. 
The most interesting thing I saw the people doing was weaving Panama 
hats. They didn't call them Panama hats there, of course, and they didn't 
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charge such outlandish prices for them. They are a very different people 
there from you up here and they talk a different language but they are very 
honest and very religious and never lose an opportunity to celebrate a 
"fiesta" or feast day. 

"But Popayan is only one of a multitude of places that I have seen and 
its people but one of many. I stayed there for only about three months, 
behaving much as I do here, though I seldom sang and, of course, did not 
build a nest or even see Mrs. Yellow the whole time, I really don't know 
just where she did spend her winter though I am expecting her back here in 
a few days and then we can ask her. I always like to go back to the same 
place and I suppose she does too, though if you should ask me why, I 
couldn't tell you. 

"Well, I left Popayan on a clear night when something within me told 
me I had better start. I really don't know just what it is but I always feel 
it every year at just the same time. Then, too, I heard lots of other birds 
starting and I just felt I had to go too. There weren't a great many of us 
right around Popayan that belonged up here, but there were quite a number 
of Black-and- White Warblers, Blackburnians, and Redstarts as well as we 
Yellows and you know we all get here at just about the same time each 
spring. 

"Well I didn't fly very far that night, only about a hundred miles and 
I stopped near a place called Call. The weather was warmer there as it is 
only about 3,000 feet above sea-level. Ifere were large rice-fields and fields 
of sugar-cane. Bananas and oranges were much better than at the higher 
altitude and also the cacao, but the coffee was not as good. Large areas 
were still given over to cattle. I stayed around Cali for about a week before 
I felt like moving again and then the instinct started me off once more. I 
had to cross some rather high mountains this time, for the Cauca River 
that I was following flows through a deep canon after it leaves Cartago, 
so I mounted high in the air and by morning had crossed the divide into 
the land drained by the Atrato River. This was low country and heavily 
forested. The Cauca valley had but few forests, except at the higher 
altitudes, but now I was in the real tropica forest and was not happy until 
I had found a clearing made for a banana plantation. I remained about 
this region for some time, meeting old friends who had wintered as far east 
as Guiana and others who had flown still farther south than Popayan and 
who had spent the winter on the slopes of Mt. Chimborazo. I wonder if 
you know where those places are? 

"Well, the time came when I fell that I must hasten on to my old home 
in the syringa bush. Some of my friends from Venezuela and Guiana said 
they always took a short cut straight across the Caribbean Sea to Jamaica 
and Cuba and thence to Florida, but I had always crossed over the Gulf of 
Mexico from Yucatan to Alabama, and I knew the good feeding-places in 
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Panama, Nicaragua, and Honduras and I didn't know anything about 
Jamaica and Cuba. You know most of the things we birds do is from force 
of habit and it's a lot easier for us to do anything the way we have done it 
before than it is for us to try a brand-new way. That's the reason you 
humans have advanced so much farther than we have and the reason why 
some of you are so much better off than others. A person who is a slave to 
his habits never gets very far. 

"I should like to tell you all about my trip through Central America 
and what I saw of the Panama Canal, about my long flight across the Gulf 
of Mexico when I almost got drowned when overtaken by a storm, and 
a\[ the things I saw in the Southern States as I worked my way north keeping 
just behind the advance of spring and trying not to get ahead of the opening 
foliage and the insects that go with it until I arrived home againonce 
more, but it is too long a story to be told at one time." 

FROM YOUNG OBSERVERS 
CROWS BATHING 

In the November- December number of Bnu>-LoRE Ernest Thompson 
Seton makes the statement that he has never seen a Crow take a cold- 
water bath. 

I thought perhaps some of the readers of Bikd-Lore might be interested 
in bearing about a pair of pet Crows we had last summer at Lake Itasca, 
in Itasca State Park. 

They were taken from the nest about a week before they could fly. At 
flrst we kept them in a cage at night, and put them on a perch hung between 
two birch trees near the lake in the daytime. They would stay there all 
day, and we fed them with a spoon which they did not seem to mind. We 
gave them hard-boiled eggs, minnows, bread, fruit, and other things, and 
My, how those Crows did eat. Later, after they were old enough to hunt 
grasshoppers and other food for themselves, we gave them mice, and it 
was a comical sight to see them strutting around with a mouse partly 
swallowed, and the tail and part of the body hanging from the bill. 

When the Crows could fly we turned them loose, but as they did not go 
away far we threw food out for them. Before they could fly they had learned 
to bathe in the pan of water we had put out for drinking purposes, and as 
they grew older it frequently happened that one Crow would splash so much 
water out of the pan that it would have to be refilled before the other Crow 
could take his bath. We filled the pan many times a day. They were 
always given cold water, and the hotter the day the oftener they bathed. 
I have seen them soak up so much water that when they started to fly the 
water would drip from wings and body. Before they could fly we often 
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took them down to the lake shore and let them bathe in the lake. Later 
they flew down of their own accord, but they never slighted the pan of 
water and seemed to enjoy it as much as the lake. We could hear them 
splashing in the pan of water soon after daylight, and often late in the 
evening. 

The two Crows stayed around our cabin until long after we left the lake 
in September, and we are wondering if they will be there to greet us when 
we go to the lake next June. — Margaret E. Wentung (age 13 years), 
5(. Paul, Minn. 

[Observations on pet birds that have their liberty often yield most interesting and valuable 
results and shed light on the actions of their wild brothers that often can be observed only 
intermittently and with great difficulty. A pet Crow is always an education to anyone who 
cares for him but one must be ready to give him considerable attention. The Editor's pet 
Crows have likewise always been fond of bathing, — A. A. A.] 



A BLUEBIRD'S NEST IN A MAIL BOX 

Last spring (1920), on May 17, a male and female Bluebird were seen 
looking into the mail-box on the front porch. They flew around the porch 
several times, then Mrs. Bluebird lit on the water-spout near the mail-box, 
while Mr. Bluebird flew over to the mail-box and looked in. Mrs. Bluebird 
remained on the water-spout, apparently unconcerned. After the male 
bird had dodged in and out of the mail-box several times the female decided 
to have a look for herself, and she fluttered down, Mr. Bluebird fiew over 
to the porch rail and sat there twittering and flapping his wings in great 
excitement. Mrs. Bluebird peeped into the box and seeming to think it 
very nice popped in the rest of the way. 

The next day (the 18th) they started their nest, flying in and out of the 
mail-box all day with bits of grass, small twigs, and other things suitable 
for the nest of a Bluebird. In two or three days the birds had completed 
the interior of their home. 

Father feared that the birds would not stay if everyone entered by way 
of the front porch, so he put saw-horses across the steps. Nobody was to 
go onto the porch except the mailman who left the mail in the front hall. 

On May ajth, at 7.45, father called my brother and me out on the front 
porch. We peeped into the mail-box and there lay a little blue egg. Father 
gently picked it out in his hand to show to us. The next morning at the 
same time we looked and there were two eggs; the third morning, three; 
and the fourth morning, four. On the fifth day in the morning when we 
looked into the box there were not five eggs but four. At 4.45 p.m. father 
looked again and there were five little blue eggs. The fifth egg was the last, 

,\fter the eggs had been laid father took the saw-horses away from the 
front door and people entered it as freely as they wished. During this 
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time the house was painted. Although the birds flew away occasionally 
when greatly annoyed, they did not desert their eggs. 

On June nth, in the afternoon, four little birds were hatched, and 
although they were very ugly, no one could help loving them. Soon after- 
ward the fifth was hatched. 

Nearly a month later the five little birds learned to fly, and it was very 
interesting to watch them. As soon as they were able, they flew away, and 
we certainly did miss their merry little twittering out on the front porch. 

The mailman on our route said that a pair of Bluebirds had built in 
some one else's mail-box, but these people had gradually moved their mail- 
box away from the front door so as not to disturb the birds by using the 
front porch. 

The thing that interested us was that our Bluebirds had successfully 
raised their young on our porch without anyone having moved their home, 
— M.«GARET G. Cole (age 13 years), Madison, Wis. 

P. S. March 12th (igii). The Bluebirds relumed today and were 
looking into the mail-box. 

[Let us hope that Margaret's Bluebirds nested in the box again this year and that they 
return for many years. Perhaps her father will put bands on their legs so that we will know 
if it is the same birds that return each year. — \. A. A.l 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE JUNIOR AUDUBON SOCIETIES 



The eleventh fiscaJ year of the Associa- 
tion's Junior organization effort came to an 
end June i, 1911. The conditions under 
which we have worked have been trying be- 
cause of the enormously increased costs in 
connection with printing the supplies fur- 
nished to Junior Members. In tact, it was 
impossible with the funds at our disposal to 
publish enough material for all those who 
wished to join. As the children pay fees of 
only 10 cents, and as the material furnished 
them costs about twice this much to manu- 
facture and deliver, it cau readily be seen 
there is a limit to the number that can be 
supplied. The total contributions the past 
year amounted to S16, 188,45, of which Sio,- 
000 was contributed by the unnamed Bene- 
factor who for ten years past has made this 
important phase of the work possible. With 
these funds the Association was enabkd the 
past year to organize 5.851 Bird Clubs with 
an enrollment of 239,787 bo>-s and girls. 

These Junior Clubs or 'classes' were organ- 
ized in all the states of the Union and in many 
of the Provinces of Canada. Teachers head- 
ing the groups not only sought to arouse 
interest in bird-study on the part of their 
pupils, through the literature furnished, but 
directed them in many activities of a co- 
ordinate nature. Thus, through the states 



where colder temperature prevailed, the 
birds were fed during snows. Seeds were 
placed on boards, on the ground after the 
snow had been removed, and fragments of 
suet were tied to stakes or limbs of trees. In 
the late winter and spring many thousands of 
bird-boxes were built and erected to provide 
homes for hole-nesting species. Throughout 
the year himdreds of little entertainments, 
all dealing with the subject of bird-lite, were 
given in schoolrooms throughout the land, 
where recitations and plays were given and 
thousands of young voices were raised in 
songs about their bird friends. 

Anyone intimately in touch with this work 
and familiar with the enthusiastic reception 
which the subject is given by school men and 
women, as weU as by the boys and girls, caa- 
not help but regret that funds are not avail- 
able so that the Junior effort can be vastly 
broadened and strengthened. With suffi- 
cient ftmds, one millioti children might read- 
ily be organized eveiy year into these bird- 
study groufB. Fortunately, owing to the 
recent fall in the cost of paper and the 
slightly increased income for the work, the 
Association expects to be in poeition to ban* 
die a larger number of Junior Members the 
coming year than during any like period trf 
its history. In fact, before these lines were 
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written, an order had been placed for 300,000 
sets of bird-study supfdies for children. 

During the year the central office of the 
Astociation has had the moet hearty su[^>ort 
of many o( the affiliated societies and clubs 
tbnnigbout the country; especially has this 
been true with the StAte Audubon Societies of 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Oregon. The 
Long Island Bird Club contributed w gener- 
ously that it was possible to keep Mrs. Maiy S. 
Sage in the field lecturing on Long Island 
throughout the year. She visited over one 
hundred communities and gave 306 talks and 
bird lectures, 57 of which were illustrated 
with stereopticoo slides. In this manner she 
addressed m,ooo school-children, besides 
many adult gatherings. 

Since the Junior work was begun, eleven 
years ago, these children's clubs, to the num- 
ber of 66,709, have been formed and the total 
paid members number 1,676,743. 

The following statement shows the distri- 
bution of the Junior Clubs oifanized the past 
school year: 

Annua] Summary of Junior Audubon 
Claaiei and Members Under the Chil- 
dren's Educational Fund 
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Sum CHmh, tirmbtn 

Florida 176 5,963 

Georgia ..18 856 

Idaho 10 412 

Illinois 310 13^57 

Indiana 181 6,700 

Iowa 1 23 4,106 

Kansas 44 ".543 

Kentucky 25 ' iO'3 

Louisiana 7 119 

Maine 42 1,471 

Maryland 58 2,482 

Massachusetts 497 18,231 

Michigan 146 s.SJJo 

Minnesota 202 8,183 

Mis^s^ppi 5 164 

Missouri no 4,081 

Montana 27 1,115 

Nebraska 79 2,897 

Nevada 8 J13 

New Hampshire 40 1,404 

New Jersey 243 10,689. 

New Mexico 4 182 

New York 843 33,664 

North Carolina ti 339 

North DakoU 37 1,288 

Ohio 616 12,562 

Oklahoma 9 377 

Oregon 31 3,635 

Pennsylvania 607 !S.o*6- 

Rhode Island., 12 652 

South Carolina 16 508 

SouthDakota 36 1,184 

Tennessee 9 518 

Texas 43 1,697 

Utah 26 992 

Vermont 15 1,052 

Virginia 41 1,838 

Washington 114 Si39a 

West Virginia 33 1,384 

Wisconsin ISQ 6,139 

Wyoming 8 274. 

Canada 358 ii,57i 

British Guiana 1 26 

Totals 5,851 229,787 



JUNIOR SOCIETIES AND THE PRESS 



An ever- increasing number of comments 
commendatory to the Junior Audubon work 
are a[^>earing in the daily newspapers. !l 
would seem there is hardly any important 
community in the country where the local 
papers have not had something to say about 
.\udubon Societies formed among the chil- 
dren. Three clippings picked up at rattdom 
from among the hundreds that have ap- 
peared, run as follows: 



Milwaukee (Wis.) Jonrncil. 

"Wild bird life will be promoted in Shore- 
wood by the Audubon Society, organized 
amonRthevillagechildren. Although formed 
only two months ago, the society numbers 
between 80 and 90 children. The older boys 
plan to circulate petitions asking Wisconsin 
congressmen to defeat the water power act 
and Fall River basin bill, which, it is claimed, 
are destructive to wild life. The children are 
providing drinking-pools and bird-shelters, 
and ate studying the problem of control of 
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stray cats. Three contests are under way for 
the best Audubon bitd pictures. Prizes will 
be awarded in each of the three age divisions. " 
Fresno (Calif.) Rtpublkan. 

"Birds willing their way northward this 
spring are finding 17S.«» new houses built 
for them during the past year by boys and 
Kirls who are members of the 65,000 Junior 
Audubon Clubs scattered over the entire 
United States and parts of Canada. These 
youths are among the 1,500,000 members ol 
the organization planted in kindergartens, 
grammar schools, and among groups of young 
.Americans by the National .Audubon Society. 
Each Club Member after paying 10 cents as 
an initiation fee, starts acquiring knowledge 
of the appearances and habits of both song- 
sters and the unmusical types of birds. 
Through picture books and hikes to wood- 
land spots they learn to distinguish one kind 
of bird from another by the kind of feathery 
clothes they wear, and how also to tell them 
by iheir eggs, their nests, and sometimes by 
their chirps. The migratory habits and the 
singing qualities or lack of them in each 
species form other phases 
Game laws of state and of the nation , 
plained, but none of the teachers or lecturers 
sent out by the national oi^anization ever 
says to little Willie, 'Vou must not kill the 

Eretty birdies.' Ofiicialsof the organization's 
eadquarters here declare they are striving to 
conserve bird-life, not by having more 
stringent laws passed against hunters, but by 
interesting children in the birds so that they 
lose all desire to use them in tests for marks- 
manship with sling-shots, air-guns, or light 
rifles. Careless hunters have found the club 
members uncomfortably observant of those 
who they suspect are bagging more than the 
limit, or shooting out of season. Recently 
the Association received a letter from a 
sporL<man saying there were 'four hundred 
young volunteer game-wardens in his city 
exerting a restraining influence upon tricky 
hunters.' " 
Qliiticy (Mass.) Ledger. 

"There are many indications to those in- 
terested that the Junior Audubon Society is 
bearing a valuable return in the thoughtful- 
ness shown by the young folk as regards the 
birds and other living creatures. One party 
of boys on a sidewalk was overheard lately to 
discuss at some length the characteristics of 
a bird they had obscr\-ed, there being some 
controversy in regard to its name. Several 



or it might be trying their aim at the very 
bird itself, to see which could end its life. 
Having made bird-houses and had their at- 
tention called in an interesting manner to the 
beauly and needs o( the little Warbler, they 



are now among its best friends. One former 
member of the local society has been giving 
bird-talks this past season, and interesting 
other young folk in caring for the needs of 
the songsters, and in this way the good work 
has been passed on. 

" 'Birds are Friends,' was the slogan yes- 
terday at the exhibition of the Junior Audu- 
bon Society being held this week in Wollaston 
School Hall, under the auspices of the Edu- 
cation Committee of the Wollaston Parent- 
Teachers Association. A lively crowd of over 
500 boys and girls from the Wollaston schools 
as.sembled at 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon 
to see the display and hear the address, and 
a large amount of interest and enthusiasm 
was manifested. It is evident that birds ate 
truly friends to these young residents and 
that moreover they are considerably ac- 
quainted with their habits and needs. The 
display is interesting and instructive, calling 
attention to the care and interest of human 
beings in the preservation of our feathered 
Songsters who come here each spring to make 
the world happier and to do their part in 
helping toward the productiveness of the 
country, through their zeal in behalf of in- 
sects and worms. 

"On the platform, trees with bare branches 
showed the nesting of the various birds and 
also the needs in winter for a supply of food 
when the earth is covered with snow. Dif- 
ferent departments of the display illustrated 
difterentphascsof thebirdproposition. Their 
needs, their natural tendencies, and what 
may be done towards their presentation — 
books and views illustrated these subjects, 
and posters drawn by pupils of the various 
grades showed much originality and thought- 
fulness on the subject of birds and animals. 
Some of these posters were in hand drawings 
hy the young artists, and others were done in 
views clipped from periodicals, to illustrate 
the subjects chosen, much intuition being 
Dianifested in the choice of illustrations. 
There was an eihibit of mounted birds, and 
samples of the eggs and nests. The display 
of bird-houses made by those interested in 
birds in the city showed a wide variety of 
ideas as to the artistic and utilitarian. The 
exhibit as a whole was of an educational 
interest and o( much credit to those asso- 
ciated. Mrs. Jesse F. Stevens, leader of the 
Junior Audubon Society, was in charge, with 
the able cooperation of Principal David 
Goodspead, of the Wollaston schools, and the 
teachers who contributed a generous interest 
in its welfare. 

"Winthrop Packard, of Boston, agent for 
the National Association of .Audubon Socie- 
ties, gave an address on 'Birds, Their Needs 
and Habits,' in which the members of the 
young audience were much interested, and 
manifested their enthusiasm." 
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THE LEGAL KILLING OF ROBINS 



Con^dersble discussion has Kcently arisen 
regarding the action of the Federal Govern- 
ment in issuing permits to kill Robins during 
the spring months when they are engaged in 
caring for their young. 

From the time the first cherry tree came 
into bearing in this country, America's Robin 
has been actively demonstrating his desire to 
mix this luscious fruit with his diet of worms. 
For the nineteen years during which the 
writer's activities liave had to do with the 
work of the Audubon Society there has not 
been one season during which numerous com- 
plaints, either in the form of letters or news- 
paper dippings, have Failed to reach the 
Audubon Society office. 

As is well known to all bird students, there 
is a human tendency to magnify any damage 
that a bird may inflict on the crops, and mini- 
mize, or overlook, the good which it does the 
cr<^ during the greater period of the year. 
In Article VII ol the Treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain, dealing 
with migratory birds in the United States and 
Canada, the fallowing provision is made; 

"Permits to kill any of the above-named 
birds which, under extraordinary conditions, 
may become seriou^y injurious to the agri- 
cultural or other interests in any particidar 
community, may be issued by the proper 
authorities of the High Contracting Powers 
under suitable regulations prescribed there- 
tor by them respectively, out such permits 
^lall lapse, or may be canceled, at any time 
when, in the opinion of said authorities, the 
particular exigency has passed, and no birds 
killed under this article shall be shipped, sold 
or offered for sale." 

The officials of the Biological Survey of the 
Department of Agriculture, in whose hands 
lie the details of the execution of the Treaty, 
became impressed with the extent of the com- 
plaints received regarding the destnictiveness 
ol Robind to small fruits. Alter investiga- 
tion, the Bureau communicated with state 
bird and game protective officials in a number 
of states and asked whether these state offi- 
cers would countersign permits to kill Robins 
doing damage to fruit within the boundaries 
of their commcmwealths. Six states thus ap- 
proached agreed to do this, while eleven 



others refused. Permits to kill Robins have, 
therefore, been issued in the slates of New 
Hampshire, New York, Indiana. Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, and Oregon. 

Mr. John M. Phillips, of Pittsburgh, long 
an active and inSuential member of the Penn- 
sylvania Board of Game Commissioners, has 
sent to this office a communication setting 
forth the reasons why the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission declines to countersign these 
Go\'emment permits to kill Robins in that 
state. His letter follows: 

"Dear Mr. Pearson: I am inclosing a copy' 
of the license issued by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, good when countersigned by 
the Game Official o( the State for which is- 
sued, authorizing the killing of Robins wbcn 
destroying small fruits. 

■'At the last meeting of our Game Com- 
mission, we decided not to countersign any 
of these permits: 

"ist. Because our laws prohibit the killing 
of song and insectivorous birds. 

"id. Our laws allow game to be killed only 
between sunrise and sunset— this permit 
would allow Robins to be killed for at least 
fifteen hours each day during Junf, while 
migratory wild waterfowl can be killed for 
only ten hours each day during the fall and 

"3d. Thesepermils would be issued by the 
Government to unnaturalized forejgn-bom 
residents, who arc prohibited by our Penn- 
sylvania law from possessing firearms. 

"4th. Any game-bird or animal killed as 
vermin while committing depredations, in 
accordance with our laws, must be turned 
over to the Game Commission to He given as 
food to hospital patients. 

"You will note that the permit allows Rob- 
ins to be used as food and even held in cold 
storage for ten days after the 'Robin Season' 
is over. This would be an incentive to the 
killers. 

"The main reason our people and the Game 
Commission object to these licenses is that 
they permit the killing of the Robin from 
Maj; 16 to July 15 inclusive, during the 
nesting season of the birds, allowing the 
young to starve in their nests. Nearly anj' 
man lulling birds lo protect his fruit would 
also kill catbirds, woodpeckers and other 
birds, which feed on it during the short time 

"You are likely aware that these permits 
are being issued in New York and some of the 
other stales. We are all aware that the 
Robins have increased since the Migratory 
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Bird Bill nas passed and are very plentiful. ject to tbe following conditions and require- 
However, if they must be thinned out, tliis ments: 

can be done during the fall and winter after Robins shall not be so killed except when 

the nesting season is over. Thb would be th^ are conunitting or are about to commit 

more humane. serious injury to growing cherries or other 

"Indosed find a clipping from the Pitts- small fruits and it is necessary to kill such 

btirgk Post, which gives the paper I read Robins in order to protect the cherries or 

before the Pennsylvania Forestry Associa- other small fruits from damage, but no per- 

tion here — -you will note that I touched on sons shall shoot at such Robins from any arti- 

this subject. Kindly let me have your ficiaJ or natural blinds, nor shall the Robins 

thought in regard to the matter, so killed be sold or offered for sale, or be 

"With best wishes, I am, shipped, transported, or carried in any man- 

Your friend, ner, except that they may be carried by the 

(Signed) John M. Phillips." person killing them to the residence of tbe 

owner or lessee on the lands where such 

Mr. Phillips has given general publicity to ^'"^ ^'"^ '^K^^.f' "''^^ "^^.^u.^ "^'f' 

I.- tt ■ . I.- .- . .1 I.-1I- I T. u- I"™ purposes by the persons authorized to 

his official objections to the killing of Robins yu £g^ Robins kilfed between May i6, 

in this manner. In the issue of the PtBi&ur|A 191. .,and July 15, 192. ., may be possessed 

Poll for June i;. 1921, occurs the following not laUr than July is. i9» ■■ 

,»U,i.. ,r„ .„ .< hi. ,«» .M,^: ,.^^"^T2SS£SSZ 

.„ „ ... enforcement of tbe fish and game laws of the 

The Federal Government is issuing per- State of or bis 

mits authorizing the killing of song-birds and ^aly au^orized representative and shaU be 

insectivorous birds when found destroying revocable in the discretion of the Chief of the 

small fruits. _ Bureau of Biological Survey or of the person 

These permits are effective right during countersigning same 

the nesting season, from May 15 to July ij. Countersigned by: Secretary of Agriculture, 
when possible to do the most damage to the 

birds. The permit also allows the killer to '..'.','.'.'..'.,'.'.'.'..'.'.'..'. 

retain his birds in cold storage until July 25 * (Title) 

for food purposes. These nesting birds would H^tf 

be as palatable as setting hens. For many 

years we fought against the killing of Egrets ^ Oovemmenfa Side of tbe Story 

for plumage in southern swamps on the "J 

ground that killing the parent birds in the ,, ... ■ ,. ». 

nesting season allowed thousands of baby ^^" '^^">S th^se presentations by Mr. 

Egrets to stati'C. Phillips a letter was sent to the Biological 

"Thisinhuman condition will be multiplied Survey stating that the above communica- 

" ^^"tn^V ^"T?^. "^ '" I^ ?"■ tion "*"J<1 ^ published in Bird-I^re and 

mitted to kill Robins and other insert-eaters a- . , , . 

during their nesting season when, after requesting an official statement from the 

working for months for the farmers, they ask Biological Survey as to why it was deemed 

only a little dessert, a small reward for their necessary to issue permits to kill Robins. 

labor, asked for at a time when their own u„j„ ^^^ „, j j ^^ foUowing 

domestic crisis IS at hand.' , . ' ^ ' * 
letter was received : 

PERMIT TO KlLl, «OKN« "Uy d,.r Mr. F,.„,.: I ta.v, your letta 

Umieo St*i-eb DiFAimtiiT op Aotcuiii-'mE oj June 30, requesting the reasons why the 

Burial! of BiohtUal Strntj Bureau deems it necessary and wise to issue 

B.W..I. .„ ah.,.,, cisi... •« B.^r.^, rh..ri.. permits toallow Robins to bekilledin certain 

Permit to Shoot Robins to Protect Cnerriei _ .. . _ . n i- .. * ^i. ■ 

and Other Small Fruiti states to protect small fruits from their 
depredations. 

Permission is hereby granted to "You are aware, of course, that Robins 

of have increased possibly several fold under the 

Stateof protection afforded by Federal laws during 

to kill Robins by shooting from half an hour the last few years, and that despite the gen- 

before simrise to half an hour after sunset era) usefulness of Robins and other species of 

each day from May 16 to July 15, inclusive, migratory insectivorous birds tbe Robins and 

192 , . when necessary to protect cherries and some of the other species at times are seri- 

other small fruits from damage on lands ously injurious to fruit and to agricultural 

owned or leased by, , 



of,. 






"A representative of the Bureau who inve*- 
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tigated during the year igiq complains of 
serious depredations by Robins to small fruil 
in 'New York found that these birds had 
practically destroyed the cherries in many 
orchardsin thestftte. The Bureau communi- 
cated on the subject with the Conservation 
Conunission of New York, which a);reed to 
the Issuance of a Federal permit, good only 
when countersigned by the State Commis- 
sioner or one of his duly authorized repre- 
sentatives after an investigation in each in- 

"During that and subsequent years many 
complaints of serious depredations by Robins 
also were reieived from other states, in- 
cluding Maine, New Hampshire, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania. Ohio, Michigan, In- 
diana. Illinois, towa, Wisconsin, Minnesota. 
Washington and Or^on. In iqjo a repre- 
sentative of the Bureau investigated condi- 
tions in Michigan and Indiana, and in 1911 
in Oregon, and found that the complaints 
were well founded. It was apparent to the 
Bureau that the greatly increased number of 
Robins and their propensity to eat small 
fruit would result in damage to a greater or 
lesser extent, in any of the northern states 
where small fruit h grown and Robins occur 
in any great numbers. 

"The Bureau, therefore, communicated 
with the chief game officials of the states 
named in the preceding paragraph, asking to 
be advised concerning the extent of depreda- 
tions, if any, being committed by Robins, and 
whether It was the desire of the representa- 
tive state game ofhciats to have a permit 
issued similar to the one issued in New York 
State. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act. as 
you know, confers on the several states the 
T^t to enact and enforce legislation giving 
to migratory birds additional protection to 
that afforded by the Federal law; and there- 
fore it becomes neces.sary for the l''edcr;il 



Government and the respective states to co- 
operate in matters of this kind. Several of 
the states have no laws authorizing the com- 
missions to issue permits to kill birds seri- 
ously injurious to agricultural or other 
interests, and the commissioners of some of 
the states did not deem the conditions to be 
so serious as to warrant the issuance of these 

"State authorities In New Hampshire, 
New York, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
and Oregon, where serious depredations were 
occurring, deemed it necessary and wise to 
have the permits issued. We, therefore, this 
year, issued the permit, copy of which is In- 
closed, effective in those states. We have an 
understanding with the game authorities in 
those states that due caution will be exer- 
cised and that no [jermits will be issued ex- 
cept after careful investigation and deter- 
mination that a permit must be issued allow- 
ing the birds to be killed in order to prevent 
serious depredations to small fruit. 

"Slate authorities of Maine, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Illi- 
nois, Iowa, and Washington deemed it unwise 
to issue the permits in those states at the time 
and accordingly such slates were not included 
in the order of the Secretary providing for the 
issuance of permits to kill Robins. 

"Sufficient time has not elapsed to permit 
the receipt of information concerning opera- 
tions under these permits this year, but no 
complaints of any kind have been received 
from New York In regard to the abuse of any 
permiLi issued in that state, and we belie\'e 
that thenumberof birds actually killed under 
the permits will be very small, while at the 
same time the permits authorize orchardists 



ABBOTT H. THAYER'S CONTRIBUTION TO 
BIRD PROTECTION 



By T, S. PALMER 



To Abbott H. Thayer, artist, idealist, and 
man of broad vision, bird-lovers of America 
owe a debt of gratitude for a practical demon- 
stration in conservation that has hail far- 
reaching results. What Alfred Newton did 
for sea-bird protection In England half a 
century ago, Thayer later accomplished on a 
larger scale for the birds of our Atlantic coast. 

Early In 1900, shortly after the appearance 
of a notice calling for sea-hlrds for millinery 



purposes, Mr. Thayer wrote to Dr. Wilmer 
Stone, then chairman of the Committee on 
Bird Protection of the .\meri(.an Ornitholo- 
gists' Union, suggesting that something W 
done to protect the Gulls and Terns of our 
eastern coast. On learning that the princi[ial 
obstacle to the caro'ing out of the project 
was a lack of funds, he generously undertook 
to raise a special fund for the purpose and in 
a short time pluciil u substantial sum at the 
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diqMSsl oi the Committee. The details of 
the work were taJcen over by Will iani Dutcher 
then actively engaged in securing protection 
for the Gulls of New Yorlc and New Jersey. 
Ttirough the Thayer Fiinil, wardens were 
employed at the principal colonies in Maine. 
New York, New Jersey, Mar^'land, and 
Virginia, and a careFul examination was made 
iif the more important points along the ciiasl 
(rom Chesapeake Bay to I^ng Island to 
locale the largest colonies. In the followinK 
year a comprehensive plan was carried out 
for securing effective laws to protect sea-birds 
and prevent traffic in their plumage. As a 
result the 'A. O. U. Model Law' now known 
as the 'Audubon I.aw' was passed in eleven 
states. 

The man who made this possible was 
Abbott Handerson Thayer. He was bom at 
Boston, Mass., August 1 1, 1849, and was the 
son of Dr. William Henry and Ellen Hander- 
son Thayer. He was educated in private 
schools and from early childhood he painted 
animals. At the age of sixteen, having de- 
cided to make painting his profession, hespenl 
four years, from 1875 to 1879, at the £cole 
des Beam Arts in Paris. He was fifty years 
of age when he actively entered the field of 
bird-protection, and up to the time of his 
death, on May ig, 1921, he maintained his 
interest in the work. His accomplishments 
in the realm of .art and his contributions to 
the theory of protective coloration may be 
found elsewhere, while the details of the bird- 
protective work which he made possible will 
be found in the annual reports on the Thayer 
Kund in 'The Auk' and in Bird-Lose. 

The work of collecting this fund devolved 
almost entirely on Mr. Thayer who continued 
it froih iQoo until 1905 when the National 
.Association of Audubon Societies was incor- 
porated and was in a position to insure a 
regular fund for bird- protect ion. During the 
live years that activities were conducte<l 
under the Thayer Fund, more than S[z,ooo 
was raised: $1,400 in iQoo, $i,6So In 1901, 



$1 ,945 in 1902, 13,603 in 1903, and (4,070 in 
1904. Mr. Thayer himself contributed $1,000 
to the fund in 1903. But the size of the fund 
was less important than the circuznstances 
under which it was collected, for it was more 
difficult to raise ti.ooo tor bird- protect ion in 
iQoo than a much larRer sum for the same 
l)ur|K>se in 1920. The money was eipended 
not only for warden ser\'ice, to guard the 
nesting lolonies, but for securing publicity 
necessarj- for the enactment of better pro- 
tective laws. So well directed and effective 
was the campaign thai comprehensive laws 
were secured in most of the coastal states and 
most of the important colonies of plume-binb 
from Maine to Florida were placed under the 
charge of special warden . 

Thayer's active interest in bird-protection 
wall manifested at a psychological moment 
when the destruction of sea-birds for mil- 
linery purposes was at its height, when the 
second Audubon movement was just getting 
under way, and when the bird- protect is'e 
forces were groping Iheir way, seeking means 
to check the destruction which was increasing 
on all sides. The time was ripe for action 
but it Temained for an artist rather tiian an 
ornithologist or a business man to galvanize 
the ideal into a practical reality and lo 
demonstrate that bird- protection could be 
placed on a working basis. As Dutcher well 
said in referring to Thayer in his first annual 
report nn the fund: "Where he should ha^e 
received encouragement, i! e.. amoc^ or- 
nithologists, he met with discouragement 
. . (but) by his personal courage and failh 
he accomplished what others said could not 
be done." It is perhaps not too much to sa\' 
thai this practical demonstration and the 
success of the work conducted under Ihr 
Thayer Fund was in large measure respon- 
sible for the endowment of the National 
,'\ssociat)on of Audubon Societies which later 
made possible the development of warden 
and educational work on its present broad 
and permanent basis. 



HIKING FOR THE BIRDS 



In Pittsburgh, Pa., there lives a gentlema 
who for some years has been conducting a 
unique undertaking with boys, which cot 



sists of a long bicycle hike during the summer 
months. This active worker is Mr. F. C. 
('<^p. The present season the expedition 
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kfl Pittsburgh on Jut>' 11, the boys pmcccd- 
ing on their wheels through Beaver Kails. Pa., 
then on to Canton, Ohio, where a visil was 
paid to the torob of President McKinley. 
Then they inspected the great rubber-pro- 
ducing city of Akron, and went on through 
towns and countrysides until Cleveland was 
reached. Here the bicycles were placed in 
storage and the regiment of khaki-clad boys 
proceeded by steamer 200 miles down Ijikc 
Erie to Buffalo and then on to Toronto. Of 
course Niagara Kails and other local jioinls iif 



interest were enjoyed. It required more than 
three weeks to complete the trip. 

l-:very summer Mr. (Jopp haEi the boys 
undertake some special work as they ride. 
This year, according to the announcement, 
"The party will distribute pamphlet-s and 
post warning posters under the sanction and 
direction ot the National Association of Audu- 
bon Societies." At Buffalo the entire p«t>* 
wailed on the mayor of the city and handed 
him a letter of greetings from the President 
of the National Audubon Societies. 



THUMBS DOWN FOR FLORIDA BIRD PROTECTION 



.\gain the Florida Legislature has liad the 
subject of the conservation i)f the state's 
resources presented strongly to it by able 
advocates and again has this honorable body 
turned a deaf ear to those who would ha\c 
the state appoint game-wardens to enforic 
the now unenforced laws for the proleilion ^if 
the wild birds and animals. 

During the greater part of a period of six 
weeks, Mrs. Katherine Tippetts. of St. 
Petersburg, President of the Florida Audu- 
bon Society, resided in TalUhassee and daily 
labored with the law-makers in an effort li) 
induce tbem to see the light and pas,s a bill 
for the eslablishment of a state game warden 
system, which had been drawn and presented 
by the Florida Audubon Society. She was 



received cordially and most courteously, she 
was the recipient of gracious and compli- 
mentary remarks as was meet, but in the end 
went back to her home without getting her 
bill passed, 

A less courageous individual would have 
been discouraged, but Mrs. Tippetts has an- 
nounced to the women's clubs of the Pinellas 
Peninsula and to the Florida Audubon Society 
thai the tight is going on, and it may be 
prophesied that two years from now, when 
the Florida Legislature goes into session, 
Ihey will find that Mrs,TippetU has behind 
her a lighting force that will in the end spell 
\ictory for the birds and game still left in the 
'Land of the Flowers." The Association 
pledges her ils most earnest support. 



NEW LIFE MEMBERS 
Enrolled Irom May 1, 1931, to July 1. 19J1 



Bonbrighl, Mrs. t;. U. B. 
Cabot, Mrs. Richard C. 
Cullinan, J, S 
De Normandie, James 
!)e Witt, William U 
Doc^, Mrs. Cleveland H. 
Kmery, Miss Louise J, 
Emery, Miss Mary K. 
Gale, Mrs. Thomas K, 
Hudnutt, Miss Marcia M. 



Hussey, Mrs, KNzabeth R. 
James, Mrs, A. C. 
Knapp, Joseph P, 
Landauer, Mrs, William Ide 
l.eeds, Mrs. Warner Mifflin 
McCorraack, Mrs.W. H. 
McCrary, Mrs. E. E. 
Macy, Mrs. V. Event 
Perkins, Dr. Anne E. 



NEW SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
Enrolled Irom May 1, 1921, to July 1, 1931 



.^dams, Benjamin 
.Ashley, H. H, 
Auchindoss, Mrs. Hugh 1). 
Hartley. I>- C 



Becker, Mrs. A. G. 
Bedell, John J. 
Blakeslee, Miss Phebe S. 
Bodine, Miss Margaret L. 



,cb, Google 



NEW aUSTAINlNO h 



Bourn. Allan 
Bultman, Henry I). 
Butler, Aubrey B. 
Butler, Mrs, H.R, 
CaUcins, Mis. S. Carolyu 
Carter, Miss Stella M. 
Crabbe, Mrs. Charles 
Crafts, Miss Eliiabelh S. 
Cramer, Kebecca Warner 
Crampton, Mrs. Edwin H. 
Crane, Mrs. W. Murray 
Crawford. Robert L, 
Creuzbaur, Mrs. R. W. 
Doyle, B. W. 

Kmlen, John Thompson, Jr. 
l-:stes. Judge W. L. 
Finnicum. Cecil 
Flint, Mrs. George W. 
Foot, Mt^. J.-D. 
Kordham, Mrs. Inez 
Foulk, Theo. 
Francis, Miss Susan C. 
Fulle, John H. 
Gander, Franli F. 
GiUette. Dr. A. T, 
Gillig. Otto A. 
Gould, Mrs. C.J. 
Graham, Mrs. Charles J. 
Haile, Henry C. 
Hart, Cecil 
Helmer, Charles W. 
Hemphill, Mrs. Ja!*.R. 
Hendrie, Miss Jean C. 
Herrick, W. W., Jr. 
Hill, Mrs. William C. 
Hole, James Waller 
Holt, Mrs. Maynard Fcrre 
Howe. F. P. 
Howell, Alfred Hunt 
Kellogg, Mrs. C. W. 
Keys, Miss Virginia 
Rier, Mrs. Elizabeth J. 
Koch, Fred 
Laimbcer, R. H.. Jr. 
iMdge, William R. 
J.ogan, Mrs. A. Sydney 
Ludlow, B.H., Jr. 
Lyman, Miss Theodora 
Manchester Bird Club 
Marsh, Mrs. A. M. 



Mitchell, W. S. 

Molineux, L. K. 

Morse, Mis. Arthur H. 

Morton, John A., Jr. 

Francis W. Parker School 

Patterson, Mrs. J. A. 

Peck, Mrs. R. K. 

Peckhant, Mrs. Wheeler H. 

Pennoik, Mrs. A. J. 

Philbrick, H. R. 

Pitcher, Miss May Florence 

Poor, Mrs. James Harper 

Post, .Abram S. 

Potts, Thoma-s C. 

Pres.sinner, Miss Ruth Newiombe 

Randall, Miss Amanda L. 

Rawie, Miss Louisa 

Riehle, Frederick A, 

Robeson, Mrs. William H. 

Rosenberger, Dr. Handle C. 

Ross, Dr. James 

Ross, T, Edward 

Royer, Frank W. 

Scott, Mrs. M. Bradford 

Seeler. Mrs. YUigut V. 

Seelye, Walter C. 

Sherer, C. T. 

Sraali, Dr. W. B. 

Sommer, B. L. 

Stem, F.dward 

Storer, Mrs. John H. 

Sunderlin, Miss Caroline 

Titus. George F. 

Vail, Richanl Fellows 

Vaughan, Mrs. Samuel 

Vaux, Miss Ruth. Jr. 

Vemer, Miss Anna M. 

Wall, Mrs. C. Frederick 

Warden, Clarence A. 

Warner, William S. 

Welch, J. Hart 

Weld, Rev. Geo. Francis 

Wellington, Mrs. S.G. 

Wertheim, Sanders A. 

Wesson, Mrs. Victor H. 

Whitman, Hendrick H. 

Wilson, Mrs. W. P. 

Woodward, Miss Gertrude 

Wriggins. I'arkcr T. 
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Audubon Held Glass 

The ideal glass for bird-students, including case and 
strap, magnifies about three times, price $7.50, postpaid. 
Also a fine LeMaire Opera Glass, including case, magnifies 
four times, price $12. 

BIRD BOOKS 

Any of the standard works on birds supplied. Write for list and prices. 



National Association of Audubon Societies 

1974 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 



THE BIRD 

IS ASTONISHINGLY 

INTERESTING 
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Books for Bird-Lovers 

By FRANK M. CHAPMAN 



HANDBOOK OF BIRDS OF EASTERN NORTH AMERICA 

Third edition. With introductory chapters on the anid^ of Ornithologr; how to 
identify birds and how to collect and preserve birds, their nests and eggs, ao fiiU- 
pagc pktes and 150 cuts in the text. 121110. Library edition, $4. Pocket editkm, 

^4.50 net. 

BIRD UFE 

A guide to the sludy of our common birds. With 75 fuU-page colored plates and 
numerous text drawings by Ernest Thompson Seton. Containing aa Appendix, 
especially designed for teachers, iimo. Cloth. $4 net. 

BIRD STUDIES WITH A CAMERA 

A fascinating account of the habiis of common birds, with descriptions of the 
largest bird colonies existing in eastern North America. The author's phenomenal 
success in photographing birds in Nature not only lends to the illustratlorks the 
charm of realism, but makes the book a record of surpriung achievements with 
the camera, iimo. Cloth. Ja.i5 net. 

VARBLERS OF NORTH AMERICA 

A full description of our most beautiful, most abundant, and least known birds. 
Dr. Chapman knows these "dainty, fascinating sprites of the treetops" perhaps 
better than an)| other student of Nature, and he has here drawn on his great 
wealth of material for one of the most interestingly instructive books of this kind 
ever written. Illustrated with many colored plates and pbotographa of nests and 
eggs. Imp. Svo. Illustrated. $J-5o net 

CAMPS AND CRUISES OF AN ORNITHGLOGIST 

The story of eiclit years' experience in travel, in which the author covcrmJ over 
60,000 miles in his search for material with which to prepare a series of groups of 
American birds, to exceed in beauty and scientific value anything which had here- 
tofore been attempted in this line. The illustrations, over 150 in number, are 
from Dr. Chapman's photographs, and beyond question form a remarkable scries 
of picturesofbird-life. Svo. f 3.5a net. 

COLOR KEY TO NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS 

This work may be described as an illustrated dictionary of North American Inrds^ 
It is the most complete publication of its kind, and makes an admirable introduc- 
tion to the studj- of birds and the literature of Ornithology, and at the some time 
is an authoritative work of reference. Over 8ca pictures. ^3 net. 

OUR WINTER BIRDS 

An introduction to the studv of birds. The author believes that the study of Omi. 
thology should begin with trie winter birds as they are fewer in number and easier 
to approach. Divided into convenient groups such as field birds, forest birds, 
home birds, etc. Illustrated, i^mo. f 1 net. 

THE TRAVELS OF BIRDS 

A aeries of chapters on bird migration, describing birds as travelers, why they 
travel, dangers by the way, night flyers and day flyers, etc- Many illustrations 
from drawings, lllusirated. 60 cents net. 

WHAT BIRD IS THAT? 

A bird book for beginners with 301 birds in color. f 1.50 neL 

For Sale at Alt Booktellerr 

Pubiuk.r, D. APPLETON AND COMPANY n«.r«i. 

ncit™c,i*^.00'^IC 



OCT 22 1924 ^o.,c^ 

SEPTEMBER— OCTOBER, 1921 •i.Bo.v..r 




'ty'i^^^mim^Mmm 




nj,i„.„i*^.001^IC 



DiailizedbyGoOgle 



DiailizedbyGoOgle 





CANADA GOOSE 


Ordsr— Ansmhu 


Fiunily— A. 


C«mi-BiULMT* 


Sp«lBl-CA 



•n or Audubon Sod ell si 



,yGoo(^[c 



2?irtr=1Lore 



September— October, 1921 



Why Birds Interest Me 

By EUOENB aWOPB 

I HAVE often noticed that many intelligent people wonder how anyone 
can have a susUined interest in birds. Friends have asked: "How can 
you find it worth your time and effort to iramp about the deserted fields, 
camp in the lonely woods, and loiter along the bvways just to see and hear 
birds?" "What do you find in birds to charm you so continually?" "What 
is the source of your unfailing interest in birds?" 

It was a long time before I myself fully understood that it is not alone the 
sohg, the form, the coloring, and the clzssificaticm of birds, instructive and 
entertaining as these matters are, that holds my interest. But it is what, tor 
the want of a comprehensive word, I call the glad-free-life of the wild birds. 
This never fails to hail an element of myself that lies beyond my workaday 
thoughts. Wild birds in some way s>mboli2e to me a life of more spirit and 
less clay which I seem to have lost for the most part somewhere along the way, 
or perhaps that nature promised in full measure in youth but later in some 
indigent mood withheld. No other manifestation in nature or art so nearly 
corresponds to this eluding side of my life as the independent, songful life of 
wild birds. 

Bird-life, it seems to me, definitely expresses a released state of being which 
I feel an inherent right daily to live but cannot attain. Glimpsing this in 
birds, I find a perpetual interest in them. If such a state of mind is possible, 
I have a serene, emotional response to birds at any and all times. 

The charm I find in birds is, I believe, similar to that quiet joy known to 
many when they chance upon verses wherein the poet has presented with 
beauty and fullness, thoughts and emotions they themselves vaguely feel but 
have not the gift to express. Bird-life is to me a living lyric theming an aspiring 
element of my being. 

I seek the birds for that uplift for which we read the inspired authors, for 
that state of fuller thought and feeiing that others find through the agency of 
music, for that more than everyday self that still others arrive at through reli- 
gious services. In the end, as I understand it, we are each seeking the same 
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evasive fulfilment. The difference is alone in the means we employ. 

we lose sight of this fact we think we do not understand one another's interests. 

A friend of mine who can be lifted to the seventh heaven and all the en- 
chantment therein by classical music, has no patience with what he calls my 
ornithological nonsense. He sees nothing in birds worthy a full-blooded man's 
serious attention. I, on the other hand, fail to find in music the nearest ap- 
proach to my visions. A scholarly friend of mine who cannot understand what 
he considers my foible, is noticeably patient with me when I talk of birds. 
And I, with equal charity, endure his animation over ancient ruins and the 
meager records of perished nations. 

That hermit, Henry Thoreau, pondering upon life and nature, wrote "I 
ong ago lost a hound, a bay horse, and a turtle dove and am still on their 
trail. Many the travelers I have spoken to concerning them, describing their 
tracks and the calls they answer to. I have met one or two who have heard 
the hound and the tramp of the horse and have even seen the dove disappear 
behind a cloud, and they seemed as anxious to recover them as if they had 
lost them themselves." 

When we pass from the simplicity of childhood to complexities and cramp- 
ing realities of maturity we seem to lose something in one of those thousands 
of blind alleys we mistook for the highway. Later we suspect the loss and begin 
the search for what we believe to have been our greatest treasure. Some seek 
to recover this treasure in the exhilaration of profound study, others in the 
ecstasy of music, still others in art, or the solemnity of worship. Some by 
one means and some by another. Some even in the glad-free-life of the wild 
birds in God's out-of-doors. Then there be many who in the mad rush of 
commercial life and the social whirl, never miss the lost treasure, and are never 
tantalized with the desire to search for this elusive element of life. 
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Three Weeks in the Boat-Blind 



THE latter part of August and the most of September is a dull time for 
the average bird photographer. Most birds are through nesting and 
few birds are attracted to feeding-places so early in the year. 
For some time I had been plamiing a boat-blind that would enable me to 
get near the shore-birds and be portable in case my first site was unfavorable. 
In August, 1917, in company with Mr. Joseph Taylor, a camp was set up on 
Sandy Point and we moved our boat-blind to the Point. The camp was pitched 
a few rods from the Point, and, as it was in a pasture lot, we decided to put a 



light fence around the camp to keep out the inquisitive cattle. The device 
iras hardly successful for they broke it down and disturbed the peace and quiet 
of the camp. 

The boat-blind was a better blind than a boat, as we discovered when we 
tried to float it to the Point. However, Mr, Taylor, with much dexterity and 
good balancing, succeeded in keepiing it right side up until it was towed to the 
«nd of Sandy Point. Once landed we had little trouble in digging a canal and 
moving it inland to what we thought was safe anchorage. 

The next move was to get some little pools of water on the level plain 
near the blind so that the water would filter out and leave its load of small 
organisms that seemed to be the food of the Sandpipers that we found to be 
(»33) 
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the most numerous birds at this time. The little stream that had built up the 
plainj_was a harmless little babbling brook that we shifted around the Point 
with ease. But it was this same little babbling brook that later, under changed 
conditions, made trouble for the blind and its contents. After we had located 
some pools we next focused a few cameras on them, led our wires to the blind, 
and started to wait for the birds. We usually worked in three- or four-hour 
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sliifts, so that each could have a 
chance at the birds and also rest up 
from the rather tedious work of keep- 
ing watch on sonrnny spots of photo- 
graphic interest. 

One of the first things to come to 
our attention was that the pools we 
had selected for the birds to use 
were no more attractive to them 
than dozens of others provided by 
due process of nature. So we began 
to fill up all the natural feeding- 
places, and once we made over a 
greater part of the Point so that we 
could have some control of the 
distribution of the (ood-supply. 
Then the cattle came to inspect the 
blind during the night and every 
hoof-track was a pool to gather food 
for the hungry birds. These we had 
to fill, and once more we were de- 
layed. To prevent this happening 
again we built a fence across the 
Point and kept the cattle out. 

Eventually the birds came to our 
pools and we made numerous expo- 
sures on the Sandpipers. After we 

, , , , , , , , , BL.\CK TERN 

had developed several of these plates 

we decided that the pictures were not artistic. Mud and water with a pretty 
bird did not appeal to us as a pleasing picture. So we stole one of Prof. A. A. 
Allen's ideas of a 'scenario.' For our 'scenario' we chose a little sagittaria 
that we found nearby. This also gave us a spot to watch that would indi- 
cate when our bird was in range. We tried many poses of the Sandpipers — 
side views, front views, rear views and so on — and often we made a picture 
oi;_the spot where he had been. Sandpipers are very active, and there is no 
better way to become impressed with the idea than to try taking their pictures. 
While we were working with the Sandpipers we had the pleasure of seeing 
the Semipalmated Plover hurry across the Point and move on along the shore. 
In two to three hours he would come back again. He did not feed at the ptools 
like the Sandpipers but kept to the higher and drier ridges, so we picked out a 
ridge that seemed to please him and focused another camera on it. We placed 
two stones to mark the limit of our range and went back to wait. In the three 
weeks that we were there we did not make over six or seven exposures of this 



,yGoo(^[c 



336 Bird - Lore 

Piover. However, while we were waiting for two or three birds, it took no 
longer to wait for a dozen, so we didn't mind adding a new one to the list. 

Black Terns paid us a visit during this time. We first noticed them flying 
over the water. Later they came and perched on the fence-posts. Another 
camera was brought out and focused on the favorite post. In a short time we 



had several exposures of the new visitors. Then, after four or five days, they 
disappeared and we saw them no more during our stay. 

Killdeers came in large numbers and in the usual voice. Now and then they 
came to our pools but they were not at alt addicted to this; they used the 
Point more as a resting-place. Our real occupation was photographing Sand- 
pipers and the others gave us relaxation. 

At first our nights were useless, merely sleeping and waiting for tomorrow. 
Finally we thought of making use of the automatic flash-gun to get the Great 
Blue Heron. They were noisy and numerous at night but during the day we 
saw them only at a distance. After a north wind had strewn the shore with 
dead fish we could hear them quarreling, and we judged there must be a dozen 
or more, so after the photographic day had closed we opened a photographic 
night. We set up two cameras and connected them with a flash-gun. Then a 
thread was attached to the electric switch and led to a dead fish placed in the 
water close to shore. Then we retired to camp, had supper, and waited for the 
explosion. Sometimes it would come just at dusk, sometimes at midni^t, and 
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someLimes almost at daybreak. When it came early enough in the night, we 
would go down and reset the camera trap with the aid of our lanterns. Our 
greatest difficulty in this night photography was from dew on the lens. We 
finally overcame this partially by covering the camera and lens with a box 
with a hole in front just large enough to let us get the picture on the plate. 

A letter came calling Mr. Taylor to the colors and the photographic party 
broke up. The boat-blind stayed in place for several days, and then a rain- 
storm came and the little babbling brook became a torrent. It left its little 
channel, undermined the boat-blind, and carried it out in the cove where the 
Black Terns fed. In the blind were five cameras securely locked but not 
protected against a flood. The wind had driven it on the shore but the waves 
were beating over it. The cameras were ruined but the lenses and shutters, 
after a visit to the optician, were none the worse for their adventure and are 
still doing business. 
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YOUNG RED- EADED WOODPECKER (LEFT) AND PARENT 



BRONZED CRACKLE FEEDING YOUNG 
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With the Birds in Alaska 

By MRS. O. W. QASSBR. AirictiltDnl Biixrinicnt 8IMI0D, Ranmart, Aluihii 

THIS has been such a wonderful bird year at this station that I am send- 
ing you extracts from my notes, as several requests have come to me 
for more Alaska information on this subject, since the publishing of my 
first letter, more than a year ago. 

All through March and April the Snowflakes were abundant in the stack- 
yards, and with them, in a stack-yard across the river, was a large flock of 
what must have been Pine Grosbeaks, as nearly as can be determined from the 
descriptions given me. I was not fortunate enough to see the flock but did 
see several of the female birds, and they answered the description of the female 
California Grosbeak. The owner of the oats in the yard shot between forty 
and sixty of these intruders. Only one pair was seen on these grounds, and I 
did not succeed in getting a glimpse of them. 

The first Robin was seen at theStationMay ii, and the last one September 
23, although one was heard the next day. Twenty-nine were counted one 
evening in a field where fish offal had been plowed in for fertilizer. On May 1 1 
the first Rusty Blackbirds were heard and a few days later the stack-yard was 
noisy with their clatter; they seemed to be everywhere. 

On May 12, a few Juncos appeared. They are never abundant here, and 
with them were many Gambel's Sparrows. The woods around us are alive 
with the latter every summer. Among the Juncos was one that was very much 
smaller than the others and brown in color, instead of gray. 

The next day, the 13th, a few Fox Sparrows arrived, a flock of Violet- 
Green Swallows, a pair of Teal Ducks, one of Canada Jays, and an immense 
flock of Longspurs. The tatter were a small, rather faded species, not particu- 
larly attractive, but a few days later they were joined by a larger, more 
brilliantly colored variety. 

All of these birds were in a pitiful condition when they reached here, as the 
snow was so deep in the woods at that date that they had not been able to 
pick up food along the way, and many dead and dying ones were found in this 
vicinity. One of these hungry little fellows, picked up in our front yard so 
weak he could not stand, sits beside me on the floor as I write. Even a few 
days on a diet of crumbs and grain did not restore the use of the little legs but 
two meals of flies did the work, and gradually he regained his activity but not 
the use of his wings. Pete, as he is called, was given the freedom of the glass 
porch but it was fully three months before he attempted the use of his wings, 
and then it was done very carefully. When offered his liberty by way of the 
open door, he refused to take it and is spending a happy winter with the plants, 
subsisting on whole-wheat bread crumbs, ground nut-meats and e^-yolks. 
His bath and drinking-dishes must have sand in the bottom or he will not use 
them. He always announces when he is about to take a plunge and seems to 
demand an admiring audience. Recently he has been given a mirror and 
(139) 
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spends much time looking in it and seems puzzled about the reflection. In the 
evening he frequently joins the family in the living-room, settling down near 
the heater. When his comrades return in the spring he will be offered his 
liberty. 

Our plowed fields and the stack-yards were rich in food for these hungry 
little friends, and it was a joy to see their bodies fill out and to hear their happy 
chatter. Melting snow made streams which added to the attraction and 
contentment. 

On May i4,TreeSparrowsarrived in abundance but not a Chipping Sparrow 
was seen during the season, nor did a Redpoll appear, but 1 heard of them m 
the Iditarod District. We usually have them in great numbers. On the 
evening of the i4tb, four Snipes and a pair of Baldpates found the stream in the 
stack-yard and were with us several weeks. 

The next night, while watching the antics of a Wilson's Snipe, a pair of Varied 
Thrushes were seen to alight on the fence and were the sight of the season. 
In that light, yellow as the yellowest orange, with their black markings, they 
were beautiful beyond description. One of them was seen three successive 
evenings, but Dr. Gilbert, of Leland Stanford University, told me he saw 
many of them as he came up the Yukon. That same night we saw a Golden- 
crowned Sparrow and counted three in all, while the birds were with us. They 
were not plentiful, that is certain. 

About IS large birds, called Cranes around here, lighted on the grounds but 
only for a few minutes. I did not see them, but two years ago I saw a flock of 
24 that remained here for several hours. This same day, May 19, a female 
Homed Lark appeared among the Longspurs but was not welcome; they made 
it very difficult for her to get enough to eat. 

At about 8 o'clock in the evening of the 23d, 14 male Golden Plovers 
alighted in the front yard of the Station Cottage and were constant 
visitors around the house for more than two weeks. A Semipalmated Plover, 
a Lesser Yellow-Legs, and several Sandpipers were seen that evening also, 
and 8 huge Ravens circled over the fields. 

The next three days brought a large Hawk, which could not be identified, a 
pail of Buff-breasted Sandpipers, a Pacific Loon, and a pair of Pintail Ducks. 
On one of these days a pair of Flycatchers took possession of the clothes- 
lines and later built a nest under the implement shed and brought off a family 
of five that spent the entire summer with us. These birds were a puzzle as we 
could not locate them in any of the bird-books we possess. There seemed to 
be no difference in appearance between the male and female and when separated 
they uttered loud, piercing calls from the top of the buildings. 

There were Cliff Swallows in abundance but we did not know when tbsy 
arrived. One of their nests fell from where it was built while the little ones 
were but a day or two old. One was so badly injured it had to be killed; the 
other three were put in an old Robin's nest on some cotton, and practically 
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covered with the same material. Theo the nest was placed on a shelf that was 
fastened to the building, as nearly as possible where the old nest had been. The 
parent birds then took possession and built the usual mud structure from the 
top of the Robin's nest to the roof of the building and they raised the family 
successfully. 

On August 6, the Swallows of both kinds, Violet-Green and Cliff, congre- 
gated on the clothes and telephone lines, and for three days we were treated to 
a most interesting exhibition of the training of the young, then on the fourth 
day, about 5 o'clock in the morning, they took their departure. 

A bird-bath, of which a picture is enclosed, was a lively place all summer, 
enjoyed mostly by Gambel's Sparrows, for from 4 in the morning until 6 at 
night they splashed. Occasionally a Robin would come for a bath, and one 



GAMBEL'S SPARROWS BATHING 

day, August 11, a yellow-breasted bird had a plunge. Two or these little 
fellows visited a birch tree in the front yard frequently after that date, until 
the freeze-up, but could never be identified. The wings were dark and the 
heads and breasts a bright orange-yellow but their markings could never be 
determined as they were very shy. 

A female Shrike appeared in September, but left after the first hard freeze. 
During the fall Canada Jays, unidentified Hawks, and Owls and what looked 
like Eagles, were seen. Five Sparrow Hawks were around for several days. 

The Sparrows left gradually. The ice in the bath was broken for them 
several mornings before their final departure. On September 20, one little 
one, seeing a member of the family in the yard, came down from a field and 
went to the bath and apparently made a little speech. The ice was broken for 
it, a Ust plunge was taken, it uttered a few more sounds and was gone. It 
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seemed to be taking a reluctant farewell, expressing appreciation for food and 
water furnished during the season. 

White Gulls were common all summer and one Brant was seen. A man from 
the camp told of seeing a pair of birds in his yard, that from his description 
were thought to be Killdeers, and upon being shown the pictures of that 
species, said that was the bird, without question. 

Now, in December, we have with us a flock of Chickadees, but they are 
never still long enough for us to determine which kind; some Spruce Hens, 
three Ravens, and a Hawk Owl, while in the distance we hear what is supposed 
to be a Snowy Owl, but of this I am not certain. A Woodpecker was heard 
but not seen. 

On September lo, 1919, a female Hummingbird came to this station and 
was with us three days, darting in and out among the petunias and pansies 
right under the windows of the house. The evening of the third day it flew 
into the greenhouse door and directly across to the glass on the opjxisite side. 
I picked it up from the sill where it had fallen and it was held in the palm of 
my hand from 6 o'clock until 10, without moving, when it turned on its side 
and was gone. Apparently there was no suffering, it was simply stunned. The 
next morning, as far as the eye could see, all outdoors was a mass of ice and 
sleet, and it seemed a mercy the little wanderer had perished so easily the 
night before. One of the oldest pioneers here tells me he has seen Humming- 
birds on the Vukon and that the natives report seeing them occasionally. 
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A Bird Battle 



In front of a house in Princeton, N. J., 
stands an old linden. Several yeats ago the 
upper part of the trunk became decayed, 
leaving a condition that has proved in pre- 
vious seasons very alluring to Flickers in 
search of a nesting-place. For some weeks 
this spring a pair of that species had been 
busily chiseling a bole into the trunk. The 
nest was apparently about ready for their 
brood when a pair of Starlings arrived to dis- 
pute the possession of it. Birds of the latter 
species like to lay their eggs in the hollow of 
a tree, but as nature has not equipped them 
with an excavating apparatus, they often ap- 
propriate holes made by other birds. 

When the pair of Starlings arrived for the 
attack, only the male Flicker was on guard; 

the female did not put in an appearance at 
all. The defender would pause in his efforts 

to enlarge and complete the nest, in order to 

put to rout first one and then the other of the 

Starlings, but the latter proved very spry in 

dodging and very persistent in returning to 

a branch in the immediate neighborhood, 

sometimes alighting on the trunk itself, either 

just above or below the hole. Their manner 

of sitting near and opening their beaks, as if 

'making faces' at the defender of the hole, 

all the while emitting their discordant notes, 

must have been peculiarly irritating to the 

Flicker, who would dart after the intruder 

and pursue him through the air and over 

branches, but would never quite come up 

with him. 
In the course of one of these chases, one o( 

the Suriings plunged into the hole. There- 
upon the Flicker, bracing his feet and tail 

against the trunk, proceeded by s succession 

of rapid thrusts of head and beak into the 

bole to pull the offender out. The Starling 

at first resisted successfully, but in the end 

he was slowly dragged out, and, after a short 

tussle in the air, made his escape. 
Both Starlings then resumed their tactics, 

as if trying by flight to lure the Flicker away 

from the q>ot that he was guarding. If that foot of a large 



was their game, they succeeded, for, taking 
advantage of the Flicker's momentary ab- 
sence, one of the Starlings entered the hole 
and a few seconds later the other popped in 
too. On this second occasion, despairing of 
being able to pull the two out at long range, 
so to speak, the Flicker also plunged into the 
hole. Then followed a battle royal, lasting 
for what seemed minutes. It was rather 
ghastly to imagine the blows that were being 
dealt at closest quarters; not a sound was 
emitted, but ore could imagine what was 
going on within the hole by the feathers that 
flew from it. The first bird to emerge — that 
is, to be pushed out, by fractions of an inch — 
was one of the Stariings, which then flew 
away. The fight between the other two 
birds then continued out of sight until some- 
thing appeared at the mouth of the hole. 
This proved to be the tail of the Flicker. 
When he had backed out of the hole into view 
once more, it appeared that he and the re- 
maining Starling had clinched in a desperate 
grapple. With the latter gripping one of the 
vrings of the Flicker, they fell, fluttering and, 
fighting, a distance oi nearly 40 feet; but 
just before touching the ground, they parted 
and fiew in different directions. After that, 
each was apparently too much exhausted or 
too busy in trying to heal his wounds to 
renew the battle, and so the shades of night 
fell, leaving neither side triumphant. 

The above events occurred a fortnight ago. 
Since then the Starlings have been in full 
possession of the hole of contention. The 
Flicker has appeared once or twice in that 
neigbborhood but has not dared or cared to 
dilute their title.— Svbnev Richmond 
Taber, Princeton, N. J. 



Cardinal and Other Birds 
■t Kellogg, Minn. 

I should like to report a rare visitant for 

this part of the country. Last Sunday, while 

I was hiking along a railroad track at the 

north of town, I was sur- 
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prised to catch a fleeting glimpse of a bright 
Ksiiet bird as be skulked througli brown 
brush and low-hanging grape-vine. Soon the 
handsome fellow appeared in plain sight, 
closely followed by his sober-bued mate. It 
was the Cardinal Grosbeak. Hie pair seemed 
very timid and flew away to the heavy timber 
when I cautiously tried to approach nearer. 
Soon his whistle, clear and sweet, reminiscent 
of Kansas, came floating to us from the dis- 

Residents of this place tell me that this 
pair of birds has been here for three or four 
years. Once during the past winter I saw 
what I thought was a CardinaJ in the woods 
near here, but it flew away before I could 
tell whether it was a Cardinal or Pine Gros- 
beak. I have made a study of southern 
Minnesota birds for twenty years and have 
never before seen a pair of Cardinals this 
far north. 

Late in November, 1920, I discovered an- 
other wry rare visitor in the course of my 
numerous tramps along river and lagoon. 
This was the Kleated Woodpecker. The 
only one of these birds 1 bave seen in this 
region heretofore was at Taylor's Falls. This 
bird, I regretfully report, was wantonly shot 
by a so-called hunter. 

Winter vi^tants have been quite rare in 
this vicinity during the past winter. The 
Downy Woodpecker, Chidcadee, and an 
occaNonal Jay were about the only birds 
to be found. But the spring migration b 
unusually early and has brought a goodly 
quota of BongsteiB. — Owen D. Fleener, 
Kelloig, Minn., April 6, igxi. 

Two Rare Kentucky 3ongater* 

The bird-lover south of the Ohio River can 
scarcely expect to hear tht songs of some of 
the birds of the Canadian wilds, especially 
such as the Winter Wren and Northern 
Water-Thrush. However, it was my good 
fortune to listen to both of these birds during 
the spring migration of 1911. 

On the morning of April 37, I was in a 
narrow strip of woods bordering a small 
stream, had just recorded my first arrival 
of the Chat and was listening to the gre&t 
multitude of 1 



voice joined in the chorus. It seemed to come 
from a little patch of willows about 30 yards 
distanL Proceeding toward them, it was 
somewhat surprising, when about half-way 
there, to heax this same bubbling, tinkling, 
song break out afresh a few yards behind me. 

Turning about I caught a glimpse of a 
small brown bird just a second before it 
disai^>eared in a brush-heap in a ditch. 
In a few minutes it appeared again on the 
top of the brush, and straightway delivered 
its exquisite little song, which was at once 
recognized as the same voice that, whea first 
heard, seemed to be some distance away. 
At first ught I was nearly certain that I was 
listening to a Winter Wren, and as it re- 
turned to sing several times, it gave me 
every opportunity to verify my first opinion 
Its fine silvery song is best described by John 
Burroughs as "a little cascade of melody," 
and as I listened I was impressed with the 
fact that some of our finest songsters are so 
rarely heard singing in their winter homes as 
to be themselves unfamiliar when in song. 
Id this bird I had a double record; the first 
time I bad ever recorded it as singing, and the 
latest date I had observed it in q>Ting. 

Twice in May the Water-Thrush was ob- 
served, and both times it was singing. It 
was first heard on May ra, in a small open 
woods that would hardly be expected to 
attract a bird that is as retiring as the 
Water- Thrush. It was about 35 feet up in a 
tree, where it sang several times, the con- 
tinual tilting of its tail serving as the first 
clue as to its identity. After a bit it flew 
down to a clump of willows about 50 yards 
distant, where I got a good view of it and 
confirmed my identification. Its song is 
different from that of the Louimna Water- 
Thrush, i>eiiig high [Mtched and liquid, and 
remiitded me of the Winter Wren's song 
though it was not as fine and silvery. — Ben. 
J. Blincob, Baristavm, Ky. 



White Egret* at Smitbtown, N. Y. 

On July 16, 19JI, I saw a pair of birds 
which I recognized as American Egrets. I 
have seen them almost daily since that date 
and the numbei' bat now (Aug. 18} incrcued 
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to five. I have seen this (pedes but once 
befoR, a single bird at SeUuket, L. I., about 
five years ago. The black legs and yellow 
bills of the birds made them easy to ideotify; 
also the fact that when I first saw them they 
were standing with a Great Blue Heron, 
and I estimate them to be about 5 inches 
smaller. — Hawltoh F, Potter, SmiMmm, 
N. Y. 

White Egret io Coooecticut 

On July 18, iQii, in company with Heniy 
Ferguson, of Fisher's Island, N. Y., I saw 
three American Egrets, on a marsh near the 
mouth of the Connecticut River, near Old 
Lyme, Conn. We identified then by their 
yellow bills and black legs.— Blaik S. 
WttLIAHS, Ntv York City. 

A Flicker's Bed 

One night, the latter part of November 
{19Z0), when the weather was beginning to 
be cold and stormy, we found we had a new 
lodger. 

Hie bathroom is on the north side of the 
house, with the window quite dose up under 
the eaves, and here a Red<shafted Flicker 
was located. He bad gotten up as far as 
possible under the eaves and was clinging by 
his toes to the screen. Just about half of his 
body was visible. 

Sojne nighb when the wind was quite 
strong he nould sway from side to side, but 
this did not seem to disturb him in the least. 
During the short winter days he would go to 
bis bed at 4 in the afternoon and be up at 7 
in the morning. He never seemed alarmed 
when anyone was near. 

When the weather began getting warmer 
and some nights were pleasant he would find 
lodging elsewhere. Then, when a bad night 
came he would be back again. 

It has been some time since he has been 
in his old quarters and I am inclined to think 
our winter friend has deserted us. — Edna 
Hope Ashenhtibst, Colorado Springs, Colo. 



Chimney Swifts io Pall and Spring 

For many years I have watched the mi- 
gratiim of the Chimney Swifts, and their 



sudden departure from us in late September 
has always been a mystery to me. For some 
days the cold blue or cloudy sky would be 
without these darting, quick- winged objects, 
and, suddenly, some evening just before sun- 
set, certain favorite chinmeys about town 
would suck into them streams of these living 
things. I arose one morning before sunrise, 
determined to discover when they came out. 
Just at sunrise, this misty morning late in 
October, the first Swift came 'over the t<^', 
and then fidlowed 147 birds. I counted on 
to over 400, and then lost track of them. 
They went oB over the Hudson into the mist, 
and I waited to see what would follow. In 
a few minutes 1 was surprised to find them 
coming back out of the mbt and fog and 
counted over 300 birds as they dropped back 
into the chimney. After waiting half an hour 
for some movement of the birds, I gave it up 
and left the Swifts in the chimney to work 
out their own fate. 

The spring migration has varied from 
April 19 to April 30, as to dates of my first 
Swift and thb year (igai) I did not see any 
over the city until April 27. For days 
there liave been no Swifts about, and won- 
dering what bad become of them, I remarked 
to one of the men in the office of a large 
plaster works here, that I wondered what had 
become of the Chimney Swifts, as I had not 
seen any for several days. The weather had 
been wet and cold, and insect life not very 
abuTMlant. The Swallows I have often seen 
skimming over the water where they scoop 
up Insects floating on it, but I have never 
noticed the Swifts do this. One of the men 
in this office told roe he knew where the 
'Swallows' were, as he had seen them go down 
the big chimney at the foot of South Street, 
and said we would go up and knock against 
the chimney and get them out. We went up 
and he took a Urge stone and banged it 
against the chimn^, as we used to bang a 
stick against a tree where a Hawk had a nest, 
and in a few moments we saw a Swift come 
over the top, and out they came in twos, 
threes, and fives, and probably over 400 
birds came out into the rain and mist. In 
about half an hour, they ti^an to return and 
we left them peacefully in their roost. This 
chimney I am sure is a 'wing* on their north- 
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ward and southward migrations and has been 
used for many years. The fall migrations are 
ordinary happenings, but this spring meeting 
has been a new one for me, and I suppose 
these may have been north bound, and were 
held up here by the unusual weather. — F. 
B. Robinson, Newburgh, N. Y. 

An UnuBual Accident 

A female Hummingbird was seen by my 
daughter and her playmates flying about 
under the high roof of an open shed, pre- 
sumably in search of insects. It came in con- 
tact with a pendulous mass of cobweb, be- 
came entangled, and soon hung suspended, 
head downward, fluttering to escape. The 
children rushed to me and I ran for a pole 
long enough to reach the little bird. Soon 
the mass of web broke and the bird, still 
helpless, fluttered within reach of the children. 

Gently I took the tiny, glittering bird, no 
larger than some moths I had seen in the 
Tropics, and with thumb and forefinger I 
cleaned the right wing, and then the left 
which was also tied to the tail by encircling 
cobweb. Then the feet were also cleaned 
and the bird, set free, flew into a very tall 
elm tree to finish the preening in her own 
more perfect fashion. 

An accident like this probably happens 
very rarely. Although I have loved and ob- 
served the birds all my life, this was the first 
time I have been privileged to aid a Hum- 
mingbird with my own hands. — Ralph E. 
Dantorth, Ja^rey, N. U. 

A Crackle's Int«Uigeoce 

We feed the birds constantly, using seeds 
of various kinds, suet, cheese and various 
other kinds of food to attract as many 
species as possible. On the shelf was some 
bread, which hud become rather hard and 
dry, owing to the eicessive heat. Une of 
the pieces of bread taken by a Grackle was 
loo large to be swallowed at one gulp, being 
too dry and unyielding. After several unsuc- 
cessful attempts at swallowing the bread, the 
Grackle flew to a bird-bath, some 13 feet 
away, and dipped the bread into the water — 
once, twice, three times — but the bread was 



still too hard. Again and again the bird 
would immerse his piece of bread, until 
finally, it disappeared without further effort. 

On several occasions lately Mother has 
noticed Crackles Sy to the fence, adjoining 
the bath, and then jump down to the bath; 
but shrubbery concealed any further thing the 
bird did with the bread. This has happened 
so frequently that Mother has pondered 
about the matter quite a bit but since nar- 
rating my observation, we have concluded 
that this Grackle has been doing this re- 
l>eatedly. 

It may be of interest to bird-lovers to know 
that bread has proved a greater attraction in 
my garden, than any other food. We take 
old bread— quitea good-sized piece— and soak 
it in cold water, until thoroughly soft. Then 
squeeze out the excess of water and break 
the bread intosmall pieces. These pieces the 
birds can then readily tear into pieces as small 
as they wish. Bread soaked in this way is 
relished by the Blue Jay, Bluebird, Cardinal, 
Catbird, Grackle, Titmouse, Wood Thrush, 
and Thrasher. The quantity consumed by 
the Bluebird is amazing, in view of the (act 
that it is supposed to be almost entirely 
insectivorous. 

We also feed dry bread, allowing it to get 
very dry, and then reducing its size on a 
grater. But the soaked bread is the chief 
attraction at my shelf; it is eaten before any 
other food is touched. It has also proved the 
choice bait for my Sparrow trap, — G. A. 
HiNMBN, Cincinaali, Ohio. 

Redwinsa and Caterpillars 

The Blue Jays and Cuckoos have been 
given credit for their useful work in destroy- 
ing tent caterpillars and I wish to add this 
pest to the menu of the Red-winged Black- 
bird. The fruit trees in our neighborhood 
have been overrim with tent caterpillars for 
the last three seasons. Two different times 
I have found the Red-winged Blackbirds 
busily engaged in tearing open the cocoons 
of the tent caterpillars and eating the chrys- 

It is interesting to note that at no other 
time do the Redwings leave the swamp on 
the lake shore nearby to visit our gardens. 
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They seem lo take no interest in the cater- 
pillars in the tents but only after they have 
spun their cocoons. — M. I. CoMPToN, Stalile, 
Wash. 

Ooldfincbes Neat in Thistles 

On August S, 1915, while walking in a 

pasture containing many large thistles, I 

noticed a Goldfinch fly into one of these 

thistles, and later found it was building a 



A Song Sparrow Family 

Sometimes in our quests for birds of gayer 
plumes and rarer species, we pass by the 
more apparently familiar and the more di- 
rectly useful ones. It was on one of these 
quests that the author of this article was 
stopped by a small boy, who knew of the 
location of a bird's neat (rom which the 
mother bird walked as if she were 'lame'. 



A SONG SPARROW FAMILY 



nest in it. On August 33, there were five eggs 
in this nest and the bird was sitting. On this 
day I found three more nests in this same 
pasture, all in thistles; one nest had 6 eggs, 
one had 4, and one had 1. On September 5, 
all four nests bad young birds. 

We bad been having some very severe 
rainstorms just previous to this last date, 
and one of the thistles had fallen over, but 
the birds were still in the nest, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that the nest was tipped very 
much. On September 11. all but two of the 
nests were empty and I discovered young 
birds nearby which were able to fly and were 
being fed by the old birds. 

In 1916, I expected to find them again 
nesting in thistles and found at least six nests 
of these birds in this same pasture, but they 
were all in trees.^CLA*ENCE H. BUSR, 
DeKalb, Ills. 



Accordingly, a trip was made to the nest, 
and, true to nature, the bird left the nest 
very cautiously and with both wings close 
to the ground. The nest proved to be that of 
a Song Sparrow. It was built on the ground 
near a small willow tree which was only about 
16 inches high. The leaves of the willow 
afforded ample shade from the rays of the 
sun. There were three birds and two eggs 

This <Uscovery accounted for the author's 
hearing for several mornings previous to the 
finding of the nest, the notes of a Song 
Sparrow, which was most invariably perched 
cither on a fence-post or on the telephone 
wire. And so, morning after morning, and 
evening after evening, there continued the 
same outpouring of song from a happy bird. 

About a week later, another visit was made 
to the nest, and five well-developed birds 
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greeted the observen with open months. 
The time was now favorable for taking 
pictures, so the camere was set on a tripod. 
A 6sh-Une was attached to the shutter re- 
lease and portrait lens was used. The stop 
was/;S, and the exposure i-joth of a second. 
The camera recorded faithfully the bird of 
the field in its characteristic poses. The 
conditions for taking the pictures were also 
good, as the sky was bright, and the parent 
birds were feeding the young quite frequently. 
The bill-of-fare was grasshoppeis, snd it was 
certainly a bad afternoon for the orthoptera 
in the vicinity of this nest. Thestout mandi- 
bles of the Sparrows are well adapted for 
killing gras^ioppers.— Thos. A. Tapes, 
HoughUm, Mick. 

The Migration of the Martin 

August 17, 1910, a friend called at my 
house and wanted to know if I would like to 
see thousands of Puiple Martins which were 
congregating on the shore of Lake Winni- 
squam, about three miles south of here. I 
visited the place about 5 o'clock that after- 
noon, and on the electric wires beside a large 
factory building I counted 176 birds. As 
there were about 60 such wires that were 
completely covered with the birds, I (eel 
justified in saying that there were over 10,000. 

1 vi^ted the place ag^n August 39 and 
there were apparently double the number 
that were there on the 17th. Other bird' 
lovers viuted the place the next day and 
estimated there were 30,000 Pmple Martins 
getting ready for their long flight. Sep- 
tember I I returned to the place and not 
one Martin was to be seen, — Blanche D. 
Sanbosn, Laamia, N. H. 

A Redatan Tragedy 

At a summer camp which I have, I make 
an effort to encourage nesting birds, aud this 
season have had unusually bad luck as 
nearly eveiy nest has been broken up. Some, 
I know, probably are destroyed by Crows, 
bat there was an instance recently which I 
cannot explain: There was a Redstart nest 
with four half-grown young and at dork one 
afternoon both birds and young were all 



ri^t, and when I looked at the ne«t shortly 
after daylight the neit morning, I found that 
the mother bird was dead on the nest and the 
young had been pulled out of the nest and 
killed and were lying on the blanches near 
the nest. The mother's head was picked as 
if by some other bird. 

There are^ of course. Crows, Owls, red 
squirrels, and Hawks, but it does not seem to 
me that any one of these could kiU the old 
bird before she could leave the nest, and if 
they did, I should think they would surely 
carry her and the young away, or at least 
throw them out on the ground. 

The nest was high enough up so that 
nothing oould reach it from the ground. 
Can anyone explain this tiagedy? — Haksv 
A. Sleepes, Clofemoni, If. H. 

Wren Attacks Squirrel 

We were much amused and interested one 
morning recently, while eating breakfast on 
our porch, to see our little friend the Wren 
scoop down upon her enemy the gray squirrel 
who was trying to steal from the feeding- 
box. Many times did she dart at his head 
and each time he was compelled to find 
shelter. She finally succeeded in driving him 
away entirely while the larger birds looked 
on, but took no part. — Mss. Arthuk W. 
Bkintnau., Gleneoe, lUi. 

A Wisconsin Mockingbird 

On November 16, 1910, when the south- 
ward migration was almost complete, a Mock- 
ingbird appeared in our little dty and took 
up winter quarters in the trees and shrubbery 
of a balf-doien adjoining gardens. This bird 
remained all winter, feeding niainly on as- 
paragus berries and the fruit of the Vitginia 
creeper. By February it was willing to feed 
occasionally on the bitteisweeL When the 
snow thawed enough to leave the ground 
bare in patches, the bird may have secured 
some insect food, but the amount must have 
been very small. 

The winter was unusuaUy mild, so the 
period of song continued till about December 
I. The notes, however, were subdued and 
lacked the brilliance of the summer song. 
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On February it a mild period began, lasting 
five days. Every day during tliis period it 
gang, usually when the sunshine was warmest 
A return of the cold made it silent till the 
varmth of spring began. Now, on March 
35, it is singing with all the joyfulness of the 

Many times this courageous songster en- 
dured sub-zero weather, the coldest being 
31 decrees below. Evidently food rather 
than teii4>etature is the large factor in bird 
migration. 

River Falls, almost on the forty-fifth paral- 
lel, is far north of the usual range of the 
Mockingbird; and, so far as I know it is the 
farthest north the bird has ever been seen. — 
Llovd Goblk, River Fails, Wii. 

Robin's New on a Trolley Wire 

The accompanying photograph was taken 
near Neenah, Wis, Cars passed under this 
nest every few nunutes, their trolley being 
only a few inches below it. On each occasion 
the Robin stood up, then settled back on the 
nest. In spite of this disturbance and the 
exposed position of their home, the birds 
raised their brood. — H. P. Severson, 
Winntamne, WU. ROBIN'S nest ON A TROLLEY wire 



THE SEASON 
XXVII. June 15, 1921, to August IS, 1921 

Boston Region. — The notable feature of able weather conditions in June. Indeed, the 
the present summer was the record rainfall season of courtship and nesting, when birds 
in July- A foot of water fell during the are in full song, active, conspicuous, and so 
month, chiefly in heavy storms. On the gth very busy, passed quickly this year, and even 
a succession of thunder-showers, accom- during the last days of July, after a season 
panied by a drenching downpour, left behind of quiet and moult, it was apparent that the 
over 4 inches of rain, a remarkable precipita- birds had begun to move in large numbers 
tion for a single day. Fortunately, theyoung toward the south. Thus early the notes of 
birds, for the most part, were sufficiently migrating birds were heard frequently during 
well-grown to withstand such peril. Had the the night, and sometimes in the daytime 
storm come earlier it would, without doubt, birds were seen and heard, evidently bur- 
have proved disastrous to our smaller birds, tying southward. On August i I picked up 

Fledgling Robins and Bluebirds of the a Water-Thrush which had just struck a 

second brood were early on the wing, as these window-pane, a bird traveling far in advance 

species started to breed sooner than usual of its average migration time, 
if ter their arrival in the spring. Later breed- Another indication of the early season is 

ing birds also appeared to complete their the date on which the Baltimore Orioles be- 

ncsting activities promptly, aided by favor- gan their morning piping. For a week or two 
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before they leave here for their winter quar- 
ters the Orioles, after a long period of w- 
lence, whistle a few short phrases in the first 
hours of the day. This summer they began 
to pipe fully a week earlier than in an aver- 
age season. 

A noteworthy increase in the breeding 
stations of the Short-billed Marsh Wren was 
observed in this vicinity. This observation 
is of more than passing interest because Nut- 
tall, writing of eastern Massachusetts in 1S31 
('Land Birds,' p. 438), reported that this 
bird's voice might be heard "from the borders 
o( every low maish and wet meadow, pro- 
vided with tussocks of sedge-grass," whereas 
William Brewster ('Birds of the Cambridge 
Region,' 1906, p. 370) says of the species 
"now of infrequent occurrence, chiefly during 
migration." 

In the light of these facts, it would be of 
extreme interest to leam how widespread this 
invasion is — whether or not the bird has 
lately been becoming more numerous in the 
country to the south of this region. — Winbob 
M. TvLEK, LextngUm, Mass. 

New York Region. — Tliis year shore- 
birds were again unusually early in reaching 
Long Island in southward migration, espe- 
cially the I-esser Yellow-legs. On July 10, 
forty to fifty of this species were observed 
at Mastic, a very large niunber for that date. 
Two or three, likely more. Stilt Sandpipers 
with them and a Wilson's Snipe put up from 
dead soggy stubble on the same meadow at 
that time, appear to be the earliest Long 
Island dates for those two species respectively. 
The same is true of a lone Least Sandpiper 
observed on June 11, which gave every ap- 
pearance of tieing in active southward mi- 
gration, although the Semipalmated Sand- 
piper and two or three other species are some- 
times still moving north as late as this. An 
American Egret at Mastic on July 16 is early. 
A white Heron at Port Jefferson, August tj, 
was probably of the same spedes, which 
is reported from that vicinity August i by 
R.C. Murphy. In the writer's experience the 
Egret is of more frequent occurrence here- 
abouts than the Little Blue Heron, though 
the latter probably outnumbers it, Mmelimes 
occurring in unaU flocks, iutcMi of tin^ 01 



occasionally two together. The beginnings 
of land-bird migration are obscure unless 
one has <^portunity to give them especial 
attention. Tree Swallows are present in 
somewhat larger numbers than for the last 
year or two. Bam Swallows are migrating 
east to west over Long Island Sound by day. 
Northern Water-Thru^es have been present 
since July, and on recurring favorable nights 
increasingly frequent lisping Warbler notes 
come from the sky overhead. August 11 to 
13 was such a favorable night. 

In the opinion of Mr. Ludlow Griscom the 
August migration of land-birds this year b 
the earliest on record. He finds tlte following 
data of especial interest. Migrant Shrike, 
Englewood, N. J., August 9 ( E. R. P. Jan- 
vrin); Myrtle Warbler, Rhinebeck, N. Y., 
August II and daily since (M. S. Crosby); 
Plainficld,N. J., August 13 fW. D. W. Miller); 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
August 11 and daily since (M. S. Crosby); 
New York City, August 13 (Ludlow Gris- 
com).— J. T. NlCBOlS, Nem York City. 

Washington Region. — Bird-life about 
Washington during the months of June and 
July, igii, was characterized by little ol 
more than ordinary interest. Comparatively 
few of the transients remained much after 
June I, notwithstanding the moderate tem- 
perature of the latter part of May and the 
early part of June. Whatever eSect the hot 
weather of July and the last third of June 
may have had on the human population, it 
seemed to have little or none on the birds, 
beyond the usual midday relaxation. The 
resident species have been just as much in 
evidence as during the cooler weather, and 
the singing of such birds as the Wood Thrush, 
Robin, Cardinal, Indigo Bunting, Song Spar- 
row, Scariet Tanager, Redstart, Yellow War- 
bler, House Wren, Yellow-throated Vireo, 
and Red-eyed Vireo continued as usual 
throughout the whole of July. 

An American Egret, seen by Miss M. J. 
Pellew on Alexander Island, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, on July 7, waj one day 
earlier than its earliest previous appear- 
ance in summer, which was July S, 1S94. 

Two female Bobdinks were seen on June 
13 at tbe mouth Vi the Pat^ieoo River, in 
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Anmdel County, Maryland, by Mr. T. 
Deomtad. No males were noted, and it is 
probable that this does not represent a breed- 
ing record, notwithstanding the lateness of 
the date. 

Miss Katharine H. Stuart reports that a 
male While- throated Sparrow made its ap- 
pearance on the campus of the University of 
Virginia about June 16, and remained there 
until at least July lo, in full song and ap- 
parently quite unaware that he was far away 
from his usual summer home, and equally 
unconscious of the interest that his presence 
in such a place at such a time aroused. 

The European Starling is breeding about 
Washington in increasing numbers, utilizing 
herecbiefly the natural boUows of trees. The 
bird has become a common sight in the lields 
as weU as in the city of Washington itself, 
and does not appear seriously to molest 
other birds. 

The Purple Martins have again returned 
to their roost on the Mall opposite the Red 
Cross Building along 17th Street. They first 
appeared here on June 11, and have con- 
tinued to return to the same place, although 
their numbers much decreased during the 
latter part ol July. They are apparently as 
restless as they were last year, when they 
changed their roosting-place seveial times 
during the summer. There are not so many 
resorting to the roost this year as previously 
but the gathering possibly may be much 
augmented during the month of August. — 
Hauiy C. Obekholsek, Biologkal Survey, 
WashingUin, D. C. 

CmcACO Region. — Excessive and con- 
tbued heat has marked this period as one 
of the hottest summers lor fdty years, and has 
tried the endurance of the most hardy ob- 
servers when in the field. Many nests have 
been reported, however, and early migration 
notes are already coming in. 

One of the most Interesting nests was that 
o( the Black-and-White Warbler, found by 
Mr. W. D. Richardson in the Dunes in June. 
The nest held four ^gs when found and was 
watcheduntiltheyoungflew, Thereareonly 
one or two other nesting records for this 
spedes in this region. On June 18, Mrs. 
Coffin found « ncrt of the Prairie WarUei 
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containing four eggs, in the Dimes, from 
which the young flew July 3. On the same 
day a pair of Blue-winged Warblers and a 
Yellow-throated Vireo were seen, but no 
nests found. 

At Beach, 111., on July 24 I found a pair 
of Blue-gray Gnatcatcheis feeding almost 
full-grown young. The young were catching 
insects, too, but had not outgrown the habit 
of opening their mouths and quivering their 
wings when the old bird came near, for which 
they were often rewarded. This bird is a 
rare breeder north of the city but is more 
common in the Dunes where Mr. Ford and 
Mr. Kichardson found a number of nests this 
year. Mr. Ford also reported four nests of 
the Ruby- throated Hummingbird. 

Mr. Wm. Lyons, of Waukegan, in con- 
nection with his banding work found thirty- 
five nests of fourteen different species, from 
which he banded ninety-four birds. These 
include Spotted Sandpiper, Baltimore Oriole, 
Crested Flycatcher, and Downy Woodpecker. 
The female Downy was one of three birds 
he banded last January and had stayed to 
breed in his orchard. Mr. Harper reports the 
Scariet Tanager and Virginia Rail breeding 
at River Forest, and Mr. Watson a few pairs 
of Dickdssels breeding on the far south side 
of the city. I have noticed a decided scarcity 
of Yellow Warblers this year — in places 
where they have always been common pre- 
viously no nests were found and only one or 
two birds seen. 

The early migration notes have to do 
mainly with the shore-birds. Mr. Benjamin 
T. Gault has made an extensive study of 
their movements at Lincoln Park. The 
first seen were the Least, Semlpalmated, and 
Pectoral Sandpipers on July r7, and the 
latter again on the 30th. On the 34th, be- 
sides these, the Lesser Vellow-lc^s, Sander- 
ling, and Semlpalmated Plover were no- 
ticed, alsoon the aSth. The3tst a Turnstone 
was added to the list, and August 3 all ex- 
cept the Least and Semipalmated Sand- 
pipers were seen. Mr. Lewis's notes dupli- 
cate some of the above but add Greater 
Yellow-legs, August 5, at Hyde Lake, and 
Sanderlings and Ruddy Turnstones, July 
31, in the Dunes; July 14, on Dead Lake, at 
Bead) I found a large flock of Greater and 
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Lesser Yeltow-legs, Pectoral ajid Least or 
Semipalmated Sandpipers. August 13 and 
14 I spent the night there but although the 
wind changed suddenly to the north it 
brought no birds with it, five Greater Yel- 
low-legs and a pair of Jack Snipes being the 
only ones seen. 

Black Terns first appeared on the lake 
July io; again seen the 17th, and since then 
have been common; Bonaparte's GuUs, July 
28 and 31 and August 3 and 14. Common 
Terns, August 14. On July 3. in the Dunes 
Mr. Ford found a tone Witlet; he was able 
to obser\'e it closely and heard its call, so 
identification is positive. Mr, Gault found a 
Mallard in Lincoln Park August 3, with 
young about two weeks old. While this may 
have been one of the park Ducks, the late 
record for young seemed worth mentioning. 

In the last report the Kentucky Warbler 
and Orchard Oriole should have been credited 
to Mr. Lewis but were erroneously credited 
to others. — Coun Casifbell S.^nborn. 
Chairman of Report Com., Chicago Orni- 
Ihologital Society, 

MiNNEAPOUS Reciok,— In common with 
the entire country, southern Minnesota ex- 
perienced unprecedentedly hot weather from 
June 15 to August i, which continued day 
after day with only two brief intermissions. 
There was little relief at night and there were 
only occasional passing showers of rain. The 
maximum temperature was reached on June 
30 when the thermometer rose to 99 degrees, 
eiceeding all previous records. July 10 the 
temperature was 98.3 at 4P, u. and 86 in the 
night. The humidity was much above nor- 
mal most of the time. 

The excessive heal and clear skies had a 
disastrous effect on some forms of vege- 
tation but the genera] result was to speed up 
growth to such an extent that by the latter 
part of July all plant-life, including farm and 
orchard crops, was two to four weeks in ad- 
vance of the usual stage at that time of the 
year. Linden trees, white water-lilies, and 
other early July bloomers all appeared in 
June, and the late sunmier flowers began to 
blossom in mid-July. Upon bird-life there 
was no apparent effect so far as the writer 
could detect. 



June 17, found a Phmbe's nest containing 
five spotted eggs, two of them well speckled 
and on one the spots tended to form a wreath 
around the larger end. 

June 18, two Redstarts' nests with young, 
a Wood Thrush's nest with young, and young 
Kose-brcasted Grosbeaks out of the nest. 

June 31, a family of four young Screech 
Owls accompanied by their parents, both in 
the red phase. The young were fully grown 
and could lly welL A Brown Thrasher's nest 
with young one-third grown. 

July 5, Turk's-cap and wild orange-red 
lilies in full bloom. 

During June and July several Dickcissds 
were noted on the Fort SnelUng Reservation, 
the first that have been se«n hereabouts for 
several years. They were once abundant in 
the same locality, 

June 16, a Red-headed Woodpecker's nest 
containing young; not examined closely. On 
July 2, sixteen days later, the young were 
inspected and found still imperfectly feath- 
ered and helpless. On July s the young were 
remo\'ed from the nest for photographing and 
were yet not fully feathered, were weak and 
clumsy and with difficulty maintained a hold 
on the bark of the tree. It is thus apparent 
that the young remain in the nest for at least 
three weeks. The somll dead stub that con- 
tained the nesting-hole was directly exposed 
to the heat of the sun every afternoon 
throughout the torrid period that then pre- 
vailed and it seemed a marvel that the nest- 
lings could sur\-ive such a prolonged baking. 
The young birds to the very last did not 
crowd up into the entrance to be led. Both 
parents fed and the operation was a quick 
one accomplished apparently without the 
forcible regurgitation practiced by some 
other Woodpeckers. 

Between June 30 and July 38 several visits 
were made to a Sapsucker 'farm', and some 
of the observations made may perhaps be of 
interest. The borings were in four medium- 
sized silver poplars, pllnted as shade trees. 
The pair of birds owning the 'farm' had a 
nest containing young in a basswood at a 
little distance. The trunks of the trees and, 
to some extent, the larger, lower branches 
were well punctured, a few of the (^>enings 
being of sufficient size to admit a finger-tip. 



Digitized byGoOgIc 



The mp flowed freely on all the trees and 
in many places the bark nas saturated. 
The trunks of the trees were (airly alive 
with ants, big and little, and thousaods 
of flies buzzed about in the air or alighted 
in dense groups around the oozing aper- 
tures. Numerous butterflies flitted hither 
and thither, alighting from time to time 
to sip a share of the (east. Of these the 
most abundant was the red admiral ac- 
companied by many mourning cloaks and 
angel-wings, a (ew banded purples and an 
occasional viceroy. Cabbage and yellow 
sulphur butterflies were abundant in the 
vicinity but did not visit the trees. Several 
Red-headed Woodpeckers slipped in now and 
then and helped themselves to the spread; 
once a Flicker came and occasionally a Hum- 
mingbird poised for a moment at one of the 
holes. But the most persistent and voracious 
intruders were two red squirrels. They 
seemed fairly intoxicated by their prolonged 
and (requent tipplings and resented with 
many indignant 'chucks' and angry jerks of 
body and tail all attempts at forcing them to 
leave. They enlarged the holes by gnawing 
away the bark thus converting several small 
oi)enings into one large one that would more 
easily admit their tongues and even their 
noses. All the other visitors kept away while 
ihese large marauders were present. This is 
but another evidence of the ^jeciaJ fondness 
of this squirrel for the sap of trees which leads 
them to work such havoc among the twigs 
aodbranchesof forest and shade trees. They 
are at times a veritable pest in this way, de- 
facing and even destroying many valuable 
ornamental trees. 

Amid all these busy doings the Sapsucker 
owners of the borings came and went at fre- 
quent intervals all day long. The male was 
more active than the (emale and much more 
fearless. The young evidently got by far the 
greater part of their food from this source. 
Close watching showed that it was the in- 
sects, chiefly ants with a few flies, that the 
Sapsuckcrs collected at the trees. The drier 
holes would fill up with ants, closely packed, 
with others trying to get in, and these the 
woodpeckers quickly gathered, their bills 
often loaded on the outside as well by ad- 
hering sticky insects. No doubt a consider- 
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able amount of sap was taken in addition but 
it seemed plain that insects composed the 
greater part of the food taken to the young. 
Some 300 yards distant was a second 'farm' 
in a grove of small elms surrounding a vine- 
covered stub housing s. brood of young Sap- 
suckers which was being fed in the same 
manner. Is it possible that by these grouped 
tappings, close by the nesting-site, this 
Woodpecker provides an abundant and eas- 
ily accessible supply of food for its family? 
After the young are a-wing they are directed 
to the source of supplies and soon learn to 
feed themselves as long as the larder holds 
out. The sap-holes soon dry up when they 
are not taken care of properly. 

On July 2S, when the last \isit was made 
to the 'farm' described above, it was found 
that the owner of the trees, discovering their 
condition and thinking to save them, had ap- 
plied a thick coat of whitewash to the trunks. 
Whilethisdeterredtbeinsects to some extent, 
the Sapsuckcrs were still (ceding both at the 
old holes and at new ones made higher up. 
Both the oldbirds and one brown headed young 
were present. They were, in addition, giving 
some attention to an old, insect- infested tele- 
phone pole that stood close by one o( the trees. 

Even though it may be shown (hat the 
greater part of the food of the Sapsucker con- 
sists of insects, yet the destructive pro- 
cedures by which the larger portion of such 
insects is obtained, at least during the nesting 
season, are sufficient to condemn tiie species. 

Itasca State Park Region, Minn,— Au- 
gust I to 15. The weather up here in the north 
woods was almost as warm during July as at 
Minneapolis, noon temperatures of over go 
degrees being frequent. The nights, how- 
ever, are usially cool. There was a light 
frost on the night of July 30-31. 

Wearrivedal the Park August I. Driving 
in from Bemidji, 36 miles through cut-over 
pine country, the roadside, where not cul- 
tivated, was an almost continuous lale-sum- 
mer flower-garden. In full bloom were sun- 
flowers, many of them 6 to 7 feel high, giant 
flreweed in profusion, tall blazing star, Can- 
ada hawkweed, clumps of anise, hyssop, and 
in the low places, meadowsweet and Joe Pye- 
weed. But few asters had yet appeared. 
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The woods were newly sitcnt, only the 
songs ol a few Red-eyed Vireos and an occa- 
sional Wbite-throated Sparrow, the call of 
the Wood Pewee and the frequent screaming 
notes of the Crested Flyc&tcher breaking the 
stillness. One note, however, is all too com- 
mon here and growing yearly more frequent — 
the discordant caw of the Crow. Sharing in 
the protectEon afforded all wild creatures in 
the Park, this miscreant is rapidly multi- 
plying and is becoming a serious menace to 
all bird-life. The only apparent service they 
render is in assisting the Buzzards in clearing 
the shores of the lakes of dead fish. 

The Great Blue Herons, usually abundant 
at this date, bad all gone on our arrival, two 
weeks at least ahead of the customary date. 
The Black Terns also were beginning to 
leave, much earlier then usual. The mis- 
cellaneous groups of birds that assemble pre- 
paratory to the southward movement were 
already forming. All this, together with a 
tinge of yellow in the birches and the dying 
undergrowth in the forest, suggested that the 
summer was already on the wane. 

On August 4 saw a belated Junco's nest 
containing three young birds about ready to 
fly. On the toth saw a male Scarlet Tanager 
just beginning to molt— showing yellow 
patches along the sides and flanks. 

It was a surprise to find that there are no 
Ducks about the lake as at this time in pre- 
vious years there were broods of Golden- 
eyes, Wood Ducks, Mallards, and Lesser 
Scaups. Report says that a few bred here 
this spring but they have apparently disap- 
peared. There is a very much heavier growth 
of wild rice around the shores of the lake this 
year than usual. 

It is the opinion of bird observers at the 
Forestry School that there is a decided de- 
crease in the snmll bird life in the Park and 
they are disposed to attribute this to the 
marked increase in the numbers of Crows, 
Crackles, and red squirrels, all of which have 
been seen destroying birds' nests, eggs, and 
carrying off young nestlings. — Thos. S. 
Roberts, Zoological Museum, University af 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Kansas Crtv Region. — Enough reliable 
data are at hand to prove conclusively that 



Wood Du(^, Blue-winged Teal, and Ual- 
lards are again nesting in this immediate 
region in some numbers. It is also quite 
likely that a few pairs of Shovellers and Pin- 
tails have succeeded in bringing off young 
in the lake regions of Platte and Buchanan 
counties, as family parties of these Ducks 
have lately been seen on the Missouri River 
between Leavenworth and St. Joseph. A 
report of a nest of Hooded Mergansers could 
not be investigated. It is, of course, en- 
couraging to be able to chronicle this return 
of water-fowl to their former breeding-places 
in western Missouri and eastern Kansas, but 
discouraging to reflect that the only re- 
maining sites of sufficient wildness and quiet 
seclusion to enable these birds to breed safely 
and without being disturbed are located in 
the Missouri bottom-lands and are in con- 
stant danger of being flooded during the 
nesting season. In spite of tbb and other 
dangers the Ducks seem to be slowly but 
surely reestablishing their breeding stands 
in this region. 

Three more nests, with eggs, of Traill's 
Flycatcher were collected in the region of the 
mouth ol the Big Blue River where the only 
colony of these birds has ever been found 
breeding in this neighborhood. It has been 
thought unlikely that this spedes has been 
merely overlooked previously, but that it 
has suddenly appeared here as a breeder and 
that the cause for this might not operate for 
their return another season. Needless to say 
these birds will be eagerly sought for in this 
region next spring. 

A pair of Rough-winged Swallows nested 
this season in the Country Club distiia in 
the same bank with a small colony of Bank 
Swallows. The burrow was over 3 feet long 
and the nest was lined with petals instead of 
feathers. It is presumed that this burrow 
was excavated by the Bank Swallows. 

A pair of Blue Grosbeaks were seen within 
the southern border of Swope Park worrying 
a Shrike, and it was hoped that this spedes 
might be added to Professor Shirling's list of 
breeders within this preserve, but the nest, 
though evidently near at hand, could not be 

Several Bbck-billed Cuckoos have been 
seen here during August. This spedes has 
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always been extremely rare m this r^on, 
there baving been only one or two previous 
summer tecorda. Alocalplagueof tent cater- 
pillars may account for the presence here of 
these birds. Yelbw-billed Cuckoos, unac- 
countably scarce last summer, seem to be 
present in their usual abundance this year. 

The season withal seems to have been 
most favorable to nesting birds, and at least 
one spedes (the Mounting Dove) is so abun- 
dant this year as to cause comment among 
casual observers not specially interested in 
birds. — Hakky Hauus, Kansas City, Ma. 

San Francisco Region. — The San Fran- 
cisco region has enjoyed a very '<^n' sum- 
mer. The birds that ordinarily winter here 
through the summer must have felt them- 
selves out of their zone when Lower Sono- 
ran weather struck us the third week in June 
and again the 6rst week of July. Probably 
they, as well as the human inhabitants, wel- 
comed the ensuing fc^ as a blessed relief. 
During half of the period observations were 
limited to one small pocket in the hills op- 
posite the Golden Gate, so that my notes are 
very brief. 

Blue Jays have been distressingly abun- 
dant, while Russet-backed Thrushes are re- 
ported as rare all along the East Bay shore, 
I am wondering if the cool spring in southern 
California induced a larger proportion of the 
Thrushes to breed in that vicinity. The re- 
port from that region in the last number of 
BiBD-LoBE suggests such a solution. Dr. 
Grinnell reports a Traill's Flycatcher on the 
University Campus, June 16. Cliff Swallows 
are reduced to very small numbers in Berke~ 
ley, but on June 39 a flock of 30 to 40 flew 
over and up the Bay. Judging from ex- 
periences in other years, they may have been 
on their way to a rendezvous on the Suisun 
Marshes where I have seen them assembled 
in enormoui numbers after the middle of 
July. 

Being stationary myself, I could only judge 
of the progress of events in the bird world 
by their scattering bto my neighborhood. 
Robins did not nest within hearing distance 
I feel quite sure, but scattered into the cation 
on July 8. Russet-backed Thrushes could be 
heard singing at the head of Strawberry 
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Ca&OD but did not come down into the 
garden until July 33, while the CHive-sided 
Flycatcher spent July 33 and 14 in the near 
neighborhood. Spotted young of the San 
Francisco Towhee were on the feeding-table 
beginning July 17, and young Wren-tits were 
giving their ventriloqual calls and accepting 
food from their parents as late as August 6. 
Flocks of Bush-tits were very large by the 
middle of July. On August g molting 
Thrashers, San Francisco Towhees, and Song 
Sparrows looked extremely unhappy, 

Mrs. G. E. Kelly has very kindly con- 
tributed the fallowing notes on the migration 
movements of birds on the Alameda shore: 
Hudsonian Curlew, Semipalmated Plover 
and Western Sandpipers were first seen on 
July 19 and were common ten days later. 
Two Western Wlllets were seen July 24, a 
Marbled Godwit July 39, and 11 Dowitchers 
and 1 Black-bellied Plover on July 31. For- 
ster Terns are numerous and on July 19 a 
Caspian Tern was seen. — Amelia Sanborn 
AtLEN, Berkehy, Calif. 

Los Angeles Region. — On June 18 a 
trip was made to a locality in the Tejunga 
Wash where Cactus Wrens are still left in 
possession of a limited area of their fast-di- 
minishing domain. A Black-tailed Gnat- 
catcher first claimed attention among the 
junipers, then the nest of a Mockingbird 
containing a full ccimplement of eggs placed 
deep in the heart of a cholla cactus plant. 
The male bird sang from the top of a nearby 
tree, and, on approaching the nest a second 
time, the female was seen to slip quietly 
from the nest. 

Several pairs of Phainopeplas were about 
the large Rhus inlegrifoiia bushes, and a nest 
containing two eggs was very soon located 
in full view saddled on an outer branch 
littlemore than 6 feet from the ground. The 
nest was a closely woven shallow cup of gray 
plant-fibers and the small, dry flowers of 
pearly everlasting, bound together with spi- 
der-web. Photographs of the nest, eggs, and 
both birds were secured by Mrs. F. T. 
Bicknell. As we withdrew, the male bird re- 
sumed his interrupted incubation, after an 
apparently anxious survey of nest and eggs. 
A Cactus Wren sang from a Sycamore tree. 
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while three full-gTOwn youngsters impor- 
tuned him in vain for food, which the mother 
soon supplied. Beneath the tree was t, oesl 
that showed signs of having been but re- 
cently vacated, while a few feet away a new 
nest was ready tor occupancy- A further 
search would no doubt have revealed several 
other families, as in fonner seasons. A 
Cosla's Hummingbird was seen about the 
blossoming echevcrias. A drive of two or 
three miles to the head of Tuna Cafion 
showed it to be favored by Phainopeplas, 
about hfteen pairs being noted. A Black- 
chinned Hummingbird here visited a flower 
I was in the act of gathering. Wood Pewees, 
Warbling Vireos, Black-headed Grosbeaks, 
and Bullock's Orioles were much in evidence. 
The abundant nesting birds of the caBons 
of the Sierra Madre range, observed in June 
and July.feedingyoung, have been: Warbling 
Vireo, Hutton's Vireo, Parkman's Wren, 
Western and Traill's Flycatchers, Wood 
Pewees, Green-backed and Willow Cold- 
finches, Yellow and Pileolated Warbleis. 
One family of Lutescent Warblers was ob- 
served and carefully followed up for posi- 
tive identification on July 37. Black- 
throated Grays were fairly numerous, as 
were also young Thurber's Juncos. A dotted 
Cafion Wren busily gleaned insects from the 
face of the cliff, feeding her family of three 
bob-tailed replicas of herself that scrambled 
about among the rocks of the stream-bed. 
A few Tanagers were seen and one family of 
Olive-sided Flycatchers. From the higher 
altitudes come notes from our contributing 
members, placing the last two, with the Black- 
headed Grosbeak, the Robin, the Western 
Bluebird, as perhaps the most abundant 
nesting birds in the vicinity of the mountain 
resorts. A complete list of the nesting birds 
observed this season would be quite too long 
for the space available. Calliope Humming- 
birds, Lazuli Buntings , and Violet-green Swal- 
lows appear in goodly numbers. One Varied 
Thrush was seen by several competent ob- 
servers in company with Robins near a San 
Bernardino Mountain resort. A pair of 
Blue Grosbeaks have successfully reared a 
family for the third successive season in a 
locality near the coast. On July 14 they were 



still about the nesting-ute, the male in full 
song. 

About twenly-6vc Purple Martins were 
seen about the cornices of a Broadway 
building in the center of the business dis- 
trict at 6:45 P. H; July 15, and again a few 
days later. 

The migration of shore-birds seems to have 
developed early, the common ^lecies having 
been present in large numbers for a full 
month. 

On July 10, at Balboa, I had under ob- 
for the greater part of the after- 
X Knots, four of which were in full 
plumage. So far as I can leam this 
early record for the region, 
August S being the earliest published record 
heretofore. One Yellow-legs was noted, and 
a few Least Terns. 

July la, three Western Grebes were seen 
on the ocean at Santa Monica; July 15, one 
Black Turnstone, a (ew Willets, and many 
Marbled Godwits, Hudsonian Curlew, Least 
and Forster's Terns, and large Socks of small 
Sandpipers; July 30 Forster's Terns, one 
Caspian Tern, five L<Hig-billed Curlew, many 
Snowy Plover, Godwits, and Hudsonian 
Curlew. The colony of Bank Swallows at 
San Pedro was visited and young seen at the 
entrances of the burrows, in most cases two, 
but in a few instances three, being fed. 

August 10, shore-birds were abundant, 
Willets being especially numerous. Black 
Terns were resting with the Least Terns on 
the sands, and others flew about o^-er the 
ocean. Senupalmated Plover were in con- 
siderable numbers, and three Red-breasted 
Mergansers w£rc in the Lagoon. White- 
winged Scoters, probably non-breeding birds 
that remained through the summer, were 
noted in considerable numbers. A small 
colony of Bam Swallows that nest under a 
bridge at Playa del Bey, were apparently 
feeding young in the nests on this date, 
though the young birds were not actually 
seen. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo has been 
about an Artesia ranch for the last fortnight. 

The first southbound land-birds were re- 
ported, August 7, as Rufous Hummingbirds 
and Western Tanagers.— Frances B. 
SCHNEIDER, Los Angths, Calif. 
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Teuutorv in Biui-LtFE. By H. Euot 
Howard. With illustrations by G. E. 
LoDcE and H. Gbonvold. Svo, xiv+308 
pages, 1 1 photogravures, 3 line-cuts. K. P. 
DuTTON & Co., Xew Vork. 1920. 

In this volume Mr. Howard has made a 
contribution to the study of birds in nature 
of unusual importance. Briefly, a bird's 
'territory' is the area in which the nest is 
built and which is protected from trespass by 
other individuals of the same species (and 
rarely closely allied species) during the whole 
nesting season from the time the male arrives 
until parental cares end for the season. The 
siie of the territory may vary from a few 
square feet with colonial nestirig birds like 
Murres, to a very much larger area with birds 
like Duck Hawks and Eagles; its extent, ac- 
cording to Mr. Howard, is dependent prima- 
rily on the amount of food it can supply, or 
which, as in the case of the Murres, can be 
found in the immediate vicinity. 

It is shown that the acquisition of this 
home habitat is essential to the existence of 
the species and that to take possession of it 
is the first in the series of acts included in the 
season of reproduction. 

With migratory birds, the male, prompted 
by an iotemal organic change,* bt^ins his 
joumey toward the breeding-ground in 
advance of the female in order to take pos- 
session of the nesting territory. With re- 
sident species, which may have wintered in 
Bocks or bands, the males leave the females 
for the same purpose, evidence that the 
acquiring of the horae-site is at this time of 
more importance than mating. Having 
selected his territory, the bird announces his 
title to it by song. He thus proclaims his 
presence to the female when she arrives and 
at the same time warns intruders that he has 
'staked his claim.' 

Mr. Howard presents a mass of detailed 
observations in support of this thesis and at 
the same time opens a fascinating field of 
study for those who have the time, patience, 
training, and temperament to pursue this 
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subject further. Wc add 'temperament,' for 
the temptation to explain the acrions of birds 
in terms of human nature is particularly 
strong in studies of this character, and unless 
sympathy with one's subject be checked by 
good judgment and scientific discrimination, 
the result is more apt to be fancy than fact. 

In Mr, Howard's case we feel that he has 
not given due consideration to the tempera- 
ment of the bird. Some species we know are 
of a sociable, others of a solitary disposition. 
Colonial nesting habits are not always to be 
explained by lack of suitable nesting-sites, 
but by the desire for companionship. 

The Brown Pelicans, of Pelican Island, in 
Indian River, Florida, for example, ignore 
hundreds of favorable sites, some within 
gunshot of their home, to crowd together on 
one small island. The Flamingoes of Andros 
Island in the Bahamas, place their nests 
within a few feet of one another when each 
bird, if it desired, might have a territory of 
many square acres. Cliff Swallows nest in 
close-massed clusters where scores of favor- 
able sites are available.— F. M. C. 

EcoKOHic Vau'e op thk Stablino in the 
U.MTED States. By E. K. Kalmbach 
and I. N. Gabbieuiok, .\sst. Biologists. 
Bull. No. S6S, U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture; Contribution from the Bureau of 
Biological Survey. Svo, 64 pages, 4 plates 
(t colored), 3 text figures. 
Regarded as a contribution to economic 
or biographic omitholog>-, this is a model 
piece of work. It is based on adequate, ex- 
haustive observations in field and study by 
men wholly qualified for their task and the 
great mass of data secured is presented in a 
readable, informing document. 

The publication may be secured from the 
Superintendent of Documents at Wash- 
ington for 15 cents a copy, and it should be in 
the possession of every one who desires to 
know the history of this European bird in 
our country. 
Here we may simply state that after a 
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critic&l examination of the contents of 1|4M 
"well-6l1ed stomachs" and prolonged study 
of the bird in life, the authors of this paper 
conclude that economically the Starling is 
the superior of ether the Flicker, Robin, 
Catbird, Red-winged Blackbird, or Crackle, 
and advises the enactment of laws for its 
protection except when it is "actually doing 
or threatening to inflict damage." — F. M. C. 

Tbe Oroitbological Uagaiinea 
The Condor. — Itis not often thatasingle 
number of a journal reports the addition of 
three new extralimital species to the list of 
North American birds but such is the record 
of the May number of The Condor. In 
'New Bird Records for North America', 
Mailliard and Hanna report a Japanese Swift 
{Micropus pacificus) taken on St. George 
Island, Alaska, August i, i9Z0,andanEvers- 
mami's Shrike (Lunius tiuillis) captured on 
board the U. S. S. Solum, 160 miles west of 
Sitka, Alaska, September 30, igio; white 
Bent, in a paper on 'The Probable Status of 
the PaciHc Coast Skuas', finds four records of 
the Chilian Skua {Catharada chilcnsis) from 
Monterey, Calif., and three off the coasts of 
Washington and Vancouver Island. 

Two other papers of special interest deal 
with the nesting habits of western forms of 
the Fox Sparrow, John W. Mailliard de- 
scribes the nestEng of the Yosemite Fox Spar- 
row near Lake Tahoe, Calif., where fourteen 
nests were observed in June and July, itjjo. 
Six of these were on the ground, three others 
in buckthorn or ceanothus bushes, and five 
in shrubs and trees less than 5 feet from the 
ground. W. M. Pierce gives the results of 
a trip to Big Bear Lake in the San Bernardino 
Mountains in 1919 where three nests of 
Stephens' Fox Sparrow were found and a 
visit to the vicinity of Mt. Baldy in the San 
Gabriel Moimtains in 1910 where five nests 
with eggs were discovered either in or under 
buckthorn bushes. 

Leopold publishes a useful summary of the 
weights of joo Ducks of 15 species killed in 
the Rio Grande Valley, New Mexico; Dice, an 
account o( 'A Bird Census at Prescott, Walla 
Walla Co,, Wash.', in 1908; and Jewett 
notes on 18 species of water- and shore-birds 
of Netarts Bay, Oregon. The number, which 



is an unusually interesting one, closes with 
the annual Directory of the Cooper Omi- 
thological Club, containing the names of 754 
members, or 99 more than last year. — T. S.P. 

Bird-Lorea Wanted 
L, E, Thomas, care of Bikd-Lobb, Har- 
risburg. Pa., offers S3 for a copy of Bird- 
LoKE, No. I, Vol. Ill, February, 1900. 

Thos, L, McConnell, 151 Center Ave., 
Emsworth, Pa., wishes to purchase No. i, 
Vol. XVI, January-February, 1914. 

Book New a 
Dr. Clara Barrus, literary executor and 
authoritative biographer of the late John 
Burroughs, asks that all [ktsoos owning 
in eresting letters from Mr. Burroughs 
communicate with ber at Woodchuck Lodge, 
Roibury, N. V, All letters sent will be 
promptly copied, or extracted from, and re- 
turned to the owners. 

The Bulletin of the West Chester (Pa.) 
Bird Club for the years iQio-ii contains 
much of interest to local bird students and 
reflects the spirit of good fellowship which 
animates this organization. The Club has 
experienced a severe loss in the removal of 
its President, Dr. E. C. Ehinger, to his boy- 
hood home in Iowa. 

Farmers' Bulletin No. 1133 of the United 
States Department of Agriculture is a com- 
plete compendium of the game laws of the 
United States for 1911. Copies of this pub- 
lication may be obtained through all state 
game commissions or from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents at Washington, D. C. 

The Audubon Society of New Hampshire 
has decided to issue a quarterly 'Bulletin' of 
which the first number, dated 'July-August- 
September" [1931?! has appeared. Reports 
from local bird dubs and contributions from 
members show that this publication has a 
field to fill and we trust that it will receive 
the support it deserves. The subscription 
price, including annual membership in the 
Society, (address, the Secretary, Strafford, 
N. H.) is only Si a year. 
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A Bird in Iht Biak U V/anh Two in th, HanJ 

It is lUFOssiBLE to conceive of a person 
possessed of normal sensibilities to whom the 
living bird does not appeal. The most primi- 
tive, as well as the most highly developed 
representatives of the human race have, in 
varying degrees, an inherent interest in bird- 
life. This is the common, universal heritage 
of mankind. But, occasionally, there are 
individuals for whom birds possess so strong 
a fascination that they become, beyond com- 
parison, the most eloquent expression of ani- 
mate Nature. Doubtless many of the for- 
tunate possessors of this rare gift have, with 
Dr. Swope, asked themselves why it is that 
birds are possessed of such significance for 
themi have attempted, introspectively, to 
analyze their keen, sympathetic response to 
the sight of a bird or the sound of its voice. 

It is not the grace of motion, beauty of 
plumage or musical ability of birds which 
aloike explains their hold on us, but a com- 
bination of all these plus a certain ethereal 
independence which makes the bird an ap- 
parently immortal expression of every hour 
of the day and night, every season of the year, 
every aspect of the materiaJ world. 

Your true bird-lovej may not be an orni- 
thologist in the scientific sense, but he must 
be a nature-lover, for whom, in an infinite 
variety of ways, birds will give form to 
emotions bom of a temperamental response 
to the manifold beauties of the world as he 

Pamela Tennont, writing of an English 
sunrise, confesses herself unable to clothe her 
feelings in words and with the line 
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"For what I cannot say Is In that Huiuh's 

song," 

leaves the task to the Song Thrush. 

Burroughs, at sunset, listening to the hymn 
of the Hermit Thrush, experiences a "serene 
exaltation of sentiment of which music, 
literature, and religion are but the faint 
types and symbols." 

Whitman's lines to the Man-of-War Bird, 
"Thou bom to match the gale (thou art all 
wings). 

To cope with heaven and earth and sea 
and hurricane. 

Thou sbip of air that never furlst thy sails. 

Days, even weeks, untired and onward, 
through spaces, realms gyrating," 
proclaim the birds' mastery of the air. 

A wedge of Geese crossing the sky in March 
is not so much a flock of birds as the visible 
spirit of returning spring. So we might con- 
tinue to name bird after bird — Eagle, Owl, 
Raven, or Wren — and find that each in its 
widely differing way symbolized or expressed 
that "Sense sublime of something far more 
deeply interfused" of which Wordsworth 

But separate the bird from its true en- 
vironment and the spell is broken. What is 
more painful than the song of a caged Night- 
ingale. The Wild Goose in captivity is a 
mere waddling fowl. So we see that the 
bird's freedom is an essential part of its 
charm. Emerson understood this when 
he wrote: 

"I thought the sparrow's note from heaven, 

Singing at dawn on the alder bough; 

I brought him honK, in his nest at even. 

He sings the song, but it cheers not now; 

For I did not bring home the river and 

sky." 

This is the crucial test, proving, as Dr. 
Swope says, that it is primarily the freedom 
ol bird-life which appeals to us and to which, 
in endless ways, the bird within us responds. 

It goes without saying that the extent of 
the average person's interest in birds is 
dependent upon the opportunity that he has 
for becoming familiar with them, but to 
what degree the development of an inherent 
affinity for bird-life is related to the en- 
vironment of the possessor of tbb heritage, 
is a question we may discuss on anothc 
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Bdltsd by A. A. ALLBN. Ph.D. 
Addm* all commDoScatiou idAtire to the work of tbii 
deputmcDt to lbs Ediloi, Coroell Univcnitj, Itbux.N.V. 

THE COLORATION OF BIRDS 

If you have followed the hoarse song of the Scarlet Tanager and found him 
perched on some dead branch ablaze in the sunlight; if you have noted the 
emerald back and the ruby throat of the Hummingbird as he ilashed through 
your garden ; or if you have seen the Indigo Bunting change from pale to deepest 
blue and then to black, as you moved around him, you must certainly have 
begun to wonder at the marvels of bird coloration. Then, if you have tramped 
the woods and heard the Grouse rumble from the roadside and the Woodcock 
go whistling from under your feet, or if you have tried in vain to locate the 
Vireo singing in the tree-top, you must have been impressed by that law of 
Nature that causes her children to be clothed so differently. For the Grouse 
and Woodcock and the Vireo in their haunts are as invisible to the untrained 
eye as though they were but a part of the twigs and leaves that surround them, 
while the Tanagers and Hummingbirds hold the eyes of even the least ob- 
serving. What, then, are the laws determining that one bird shall be clad like 
the sun and his neighbor like Ihe soil? What is the reason for this brilliancy, 
on the one hand, and how is the conceabncnl, on the other, brought about? 
Certainly there is enough of interest in the coloration of birds to make it worth 
our while to analyze the problem in some detail. 

Let us begin by considering the actual colors which make up the birds' 
coloration, for they are very different in their origin as well as in their general 
effect. One who ordinarily thinks of the colors of animals as produced by 
pigments or color granules deposited within the skin or hair will be surprised by 
the small percentage of the colors of birds' feathers that are produced in this 
way. In fact, there are, in ordinary birds, supposed to be but three pigments in 
in any of the feathers: reds, yellows, and browns. A green pigment occurs 
the African Plantain-eaters, but in other birds the green b due to a yellow 
pigment overlaid with a structure that refracts the light.- Blues and all the 
metallic colors are due entirely to this process of refraction, the exposed portion 
of the feather being coated with a transparent colorless layer of extreme thinness 
(8-ioooth of an inch) which acts like a number of prisms in breaking up the rays 
of light. A Scarlet Tanager is red in any light because the red is a pigment, but 
an Indigo Bunting or a Bluebird is blue only by reflected light, when refraction 
occurs. Thus, when a Bluebird gets wet or when it is perched between one 
and the sun, it will appear only black or brownish. This fact adds to the 
(»6o) 
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difficulty of bird-study, if also to the interest, for everyone has had the ex- 
perience, occasionally, of being unable to distinguish the colors of a bird even 
though at close range. It doubtless also accounts for many of the strange 
descriptions of birds that one receives from young observers. 

Some authorities claim that a black pigment is also to be found in the 
feathers of birds, but when the brown pigment is very dense it appears black, 
and it seems impossible to distinguish between the two. Occasionally an 
excess of this brown or black pigment develops in the feathers of an individual 
which will make it appear much darker than the other members of the same 
species. This is called melanism, (from the Greek melas, meaning black) and 



apparently it can be brought about by subjecting moulting birds to extreme 
humidity. In nature, regions of extreme humidity usually produce darker 
races of birds than arid regions. Thus, the sooty Song Sparrow of the Pacific 
Coast is so much darker than the Desert Song Sparrow of Arizona that one 
would not hesitate to call them distinct species were it not for the fact that 
their color patterns are identical. The dark and light phases of the Rough- 
legged Hawk are another example of melanism, but even more familiar is the 
case of the black and gray squirrels, examples of each occurring in a single 
litter of young without reference to sex or vigor. In this case humidity can 
play no part though it is said that the black phase was formerly more abundant 
when the country was heavily forested, and it is still the dominant form where 
the primeval timber exists, while the gray phase is the abundant form of the 
wood-lot and open country. 

The opposite of melanism is albinism (from the Latin albus, meaning white). 
It is caused by an absence or degeneration of the pigment. Pure albinos are 
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snow-white, having no p^ment whatsoever, the eyes being red owing to the 
blood showing through the iris. They are apparently much more frequent 
with domestic animals than in the wild state, as in the famihar white mice, 
tats, and rabbits, but they are likely to occur at any time with any ^)ecies. 
The brown pigment seems the most likely to disappear, pure albinos of birds 
having red or yellow in their plumage being extremely rare. The Meadowlark 
in the accompanying photograph, for example, shows a well-defined tinge of 
yellow on the underparts and before the eye. Partial albinos are much more 
frequent with all species, and mottled Robins and Sparrows or birds with white 
feathers in unusual places are not at all infrequent. Usually this partial 
albinism is symmetrical on each side of the bird but it is not always so. The 
exact cause of albinism is not known though it is thought to be a form of 
physical weakness due to inbreeding or to some other cause. 

More unusual than albinism is what is called dickromatism (from the Greek 
di+khromatikos, meaning two-colored) or the occurrence in a species of two 
color phases irrespective of age, sex, or season. The familiar Screech Owl 
affords us a good example where extremes of red and gray individuals occur as 
well as intermediates. These may be, and often are, individuals from the same 
nest, and they may be all males or all females. It is apparently due to an 
excess of red or brown pigment and may represent but a step toward melanism. 
Dkhromatism likewise occurs with certain other owls, and with certain Hawks, 
as well as with some species of Herons. The case of the rare Cory's Least 



A DISABLED CORV'S LEAST BITTERN 
This specks is pTobably only 4 color-phue of the camman Leut Billent, but such 'dichromatism 
it ta ollid. is nre unpt with coUia Herons. Hiirlu, ud Owli 
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Bittern is one of the most 
interesting as scientists are 
not yet agreed as to whether 
it represents a distinct spec- 
ies on the verge of extinction 
or whether it is but a dark 
phase of the common Leas 
Bittern. Its color pattern is 
apparently identical with that 
of the common Least Bittern 
but all of the buSs have been 
replaced by chestnut. 

But to return to the gor- 
geous Tanagers and the incon- 
spicuous Grouse, surely there 
is some reason for the differ- 
ence in coloration which ^^^^^ kingfisher 

study might lead us to under- Few younc Mnb nn » brifhUy colored u Cbeic [xreiiu tmc tfa 

Stand. In thinking over the yocu« Ki^w - .» .™pd« 

birds with which we are familiar we soon discover that brilliant colors, in al- 
most every species, are restricted wholly to the males, and a moment's reflec- 
tion suggests to us that the law of "The Survival of the Fittest" would soon 



YOUNG CHIPPING SPARROWS 

Note that Ihiy differ from their psrent in luvinK ilrcuked breuts. u do Du»t Spirroffs. The plum 

g( ■mil]' young biidi givei m clue to tbeir lelalionihipt. Vouilg Robin! and Bluebtnk, U 

eumple, areipotted like ouoy nuoibtn of theThnnh [imily, to which they belong. 
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weed out any bright-colored females, should they arise, by drawing attention 
to their nests and inviting the destruction of their offspring. The veiy ex- 
ceptions to the rule further substantiate it, for when bright colors are normal 
to the female, as in the Kingfisher and Red-beaded Woodpecker, nature pro- 
tects the offspring by causing the eggs to be laid in holes in trees or in tunnels 
in the bank where the female is entirely hidden from sight while incubating. 
Another method of protecting conspicuously colored birds is by endowing 
them with extreme wariness and it is seldom that any of them will allow as 
close an approach as do their dull- 
colored mates or relatives. They 
seem to realize that they are con- 
spicuous and rely upon their alert- 
ness to escape. Moreover, is it not 
of direct benefit to the species that 
there should be a conspicuous de- 
coy to lure away from the vicinity 
of the nest any enemy that passes 
that way? — for even should the 
male be seen and captured, the off- 
spring might still persist. 

Brilliancy of plumage probably 
originates, we are told, because of 
an excess of strength and bodily 
vigor, and this fact undoubtedly 
tends to perpetuate and increase 
the brilliancy, whenever the bright 
colors are not directly disadvan- 
tageous to the species, because the 
vigorous bird is most likely to se- 
cure the best mate and have the 
strongest offspring. It may well be 
asked, then, why the males of all 
species are not conspicuously col- 
ored and able to rely upon their wits 
MALE ROSE BREASTED GROSBEAK FEEDING TTS to cscape their enemies. But think 

When Ilic malt and ifinale iliHtr in color the young usunlly I^r a moment Of the environments 

rHtmbie ihe iciwie— m m thfa ax whlch birds are Called upon to fill. 

There are the tree tops and the great open spaces where enemies cannot lurk 
unseen, and here it is that we find the conspicuous Tanagers, Trogons, and 
Honey Creepers, the Gulls, Terns, Herons, and Flamingoes. On the other hand, 
there are the thickets and dense coverts near the ground where enemies can 
approach closely or lie concealed, and here it is that we find our most protec- 
tively colored Grouse, Woodcocks, Sparrows, etc. Thus it is clear why the 
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gaudy Tanager is confined to the tree tops and why streaked Sparrow must 
simulate its dry grass haunts if it would persist. Birds dwelling within reach 
of skulking enemies seldom wear brilliant colors or bear feathers that are 
continuously conspicuous. They are protectively colored and often fit into 
their environment to such an extent as to be practically invisible. The ways 
in which this concealment is brought about are varied and interesting, so 



The ccH|>e pliiniuc ODmspDndi Co Lbe winLcr plumage which tatay 
brightJy colond birds ufunK, but it h worn only during July ind Auguit 

much so, in fact, that we will devote the next issue of the School Department 
to the discussion and will now pass on to a few other matters regarding the 
coloration of birds. 

In discussing brilliant colors we should remember that very few birds wear 
the bright colors throughout the year, the Kingfisher and the Red-headed 
Woodpecker being notable exceptions. The vast majority shed their bright 
colors after the breeding season and do not don them again until the following 
spring. With many of the Ducks, however, this change from a brilliant to an 
obscure plumage in the male occurs as early as June or July and by the time 
most birds are ready to take on their obscure plumage in August and September, 
they are ready to assume their briUiant feathers once more. It will be re- 
membered that after the breeding season all birds moult every feather on the 



oiV^-OO'^lc 



s66 Bird - Lore 

body, including the wings. In the spring the molt of the Tankers and Indigo 
Bunting and others, in order to regain their bright feathers, is incomplete as 
the old feathers of the wings and tail are retained. 

It is interesting to eicamine the young of these birds in their first plunutge, 
which in the male is brighter than the female, for almost invariably they resemble 
the female, or when there is a difference, the male in winter plumage. It is a 
well-known fact that the young of animals often summarize in their develop- 
ment the steps through which their ancestors have passed in the course of their 
evolution. The plumage of the young birds, therefore, or the winter plumages 
of the males may often show relationships that one could never guess by ex- 
amining the breeding plumages. Thus, the immature and winter plumages of 
the Blackpoll and Bay-breasted Warblers are almost indistinguishable, although 
the adults are so different in the spring. The spotted breasts of young Robins 
and Bluebirds indicate their relationship to the Thrushes, and the streaked 
breasts of the young Chipping and Field Sparrows show the typical Sparrow 
coloration from which the adults have departed. With a very few species, the 
young in their juvenal pliunage are just as bright as the males or even brighter. 
Young Kingfishers, for example, can scarcely be distinguished from the adults 
except by the rufous feathers in the band across the breast, and young Downy 
Woodpeckers tend to have the whole top of the head reddish rather than a 
mere crescent of red on the nape. 

SUOOBSTIONS TO TEACHERS 
The subject of coloration of birds may seem rather technical to some teachers 
for presenting to school children, but so many questions have come to the 
Editor regarding 'albinos' or white birds, regarding winter plumages, the plu- 
mages of young birds, and the reason for bright and dull colors that it seems 
best to devote two numbers of this Department to a consideration of the 
problems involved. After all it is much easier for some teachers to secure 
feathers for the schoolroom than it is actual birds, and the most conspicuous 
thing about the feather is its color. Perhaps sometime we will devote an entire 
lesson to the feather, but in the beginning it is well to consider the feather as a 
part of the covering of the bird and its color as a part of the bird's coloration. 
If we are to explain to children the reasons why birds are so beautifully marked 
or why the particular feather is colored as it is, we must have a general under- 
standing of the problems involved. It is not difficult, ordinarily, to determine 
whether the color is due to a pigment or to the structure of the feather, because 
if it is a pigment it will appear about the same when viewed from any angle 
while if it is a structural color it will change when held at different angles. 
Then if the light is allowed to shine through the feather by holding it toward 
the window, most of the color will disappear unless it is due to pigment. It 
would all disappear if it were possible to cut out all of the reflected light from 
other windows or from the walls but there is always sufficient change for one to 
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dedde to which factor the color is due. Moistening the feather is another way 
of counteracting the effect of refraction. 

An understanding of the frequency of refractive colors will likewise cause 
one to be more careful in his observations and descriptions of birds and will 
also give him a valid reason for being unable to identify many of the de- 
scriptions of birds that are offered him in perfectly good faith. 

The question is often asked, "Where do the brightly colored birds go in the 
fall?" When one knows that the bright plumages are worn by most birds 
only during the breeding season, the answer should be easy. The question is 
also asked, "Why are young birds, and the old birds during the winter, dull- 
colored?" When we realize that these dull plumages are doubtless the original 
plumages that the birds wore before they gained the bright breeding dress, 
there seems to be a better reason for them; and wc are justified in this belief 
because in these plumages they usually resemble much more closely their 
relatives and probably also their ancestors. Many of us recognize birds only 
when they are in their bright breeding plumage, and it is true that a study of 
the fall birds is quite an advanced course in ornithology, but the study of the 
fall birds becomes much more interesting when we are able to interpret the 
plumages that we see. — A, A. A. 
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FROM YOUNG OBSERVERS 
TWO PET MOURNING DOVES 

My teacher, Mrs. Engleman, rescued a young Mourning Dove from the 
mouth of her son's dog. She put him in a tree but later he was attacked by 
Blue Jays. Another lady took him home and fed him until he was well enough 
to fly. Then she gave him to 
me and I brought him home 
for a pet and named him 
'Flower.' My sister Con- 
stance climbed a tree and 
caught a baby Dove which 
she named 'Daisy.' My 
mother fed her by stuffing 
bread and milk down her 
throat. 

Flower was so tame that 
we used to take him riding 
outdoorson the baby carriage. 
Although he was such a nice 
pet with us, he used to peck 
Daisy very unkindly imtil 
Daisy grew big enough to 
peck back. Daisy was tame 
as long as she could not feed 
herself, but as soon as she 
learned to do that she became 
timid and never seemed to 
like us. We fed them weed 
seeds, grain, and bird seed. We 
kept them on the sleeping- 
A PET MOURNING DOVE p^^^.^ gH ^tcr, but when 

spring came we let them go, Mabjorie Duncan Nice (Age 8 years). 

(One soon learns from keeping pet birds that do two individuals, even of the same 
species, are exactly alike. They are often as different in their behavior as two people. 
—A. A. A,] 

A FIGHT FOR A HOME 

I had been watching a Woodpecker finish building his nest in a pine tree; 
he had built it in a hole that he bad made himself. One day I woke up to 
hear an awful noise in the pine grove. It sounded like a lot of Magpies trying 
to see how much noise they could make. I quickly got dressed and went out 
there and I looked all around to see who could be making all that noise. I 
happened to look up the pine tree where the Woodpecker had his nest, and 
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there was a Starling figliting the Woodpecker for his nest. They had an awful 
fight, pecking each other in the face, and scratching each other awfully. The 
Woodpecker would run up and down the tree just as fast as he could put one 
foot in front of the other, with the Starling after him. At last the Woodpecker, 
beaten, flew away. The Starling slowly poked his head into the Woodpecker's 
hole, as if expecting to meet the female Woodpecker. At last he went in and 
all I could see of him was his tail sticking out of the hole. All of a sudden 
there was a whir of wings and both male and female Woodpeckers returned to 
fight the robber Starling. They looked into their hole and saw the Starling 
but he didn't see them. The Woodpeckers, on seeing him, both rushed together 
at the Starlii^. They went right into the hole together and judging from the 
feathers that flew from the hole there must have been an awful fight inside. 
There were two holes in the tree, one high up and one lower down where 
they were now fighting. All of a sudden there was a triumphant scream and 
the Starling flew out of the higher hole and soon disappeared on the horizon. 
The Woodpeckers seeing that they were left alone, took possession of the 
hole and raised a family of four, and when winter came they all flew south. 
Robert Livekuore, Jr. (Age 1 1 years), 33 Charles River Square, Boston, Mass. 

[This is a very interesting story but we wish Robert would tell us what kind of a 
Woodpecker it was that built a nest in a hole and ran up the tree putting one foot in 
front of another. We are wandering if the birds could have been Nuthatchea. — A. A. A.] 

WATCHING STARLINGS 

In the winter of 1920-21, there were quite a few Starlings about the bam. 
I was watching these birds and found they whistled like as many different 
birds as do Mockingbirds. 

One evening when the work was done I went up in the barn and lay down 
and Wfuted for the Starlings to come to bed. All at once there came a scratching 
and scrambling against the boards and then they began to whistle like a Blue- 
bird, Bobwhite, guinea, rooster. Blackbird, Flicker, and they gave many 
other shrill whistles. When one of the birds came in, I was quite near him 
and be did not see me and walked across my arm. 

I have put three boxes in the bam with holes outside, and I hope to have 
them build in them and then I think I will write about their broods. — Harry 
G. Hess (Age 13 years). 

[Let Ui hope to hear from Harry again. Much can be learned by watching the 
Statlingi about theii nests. — A. A. A.] 
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CANADA GOOSE 

By T. 0I1.BBKT PEARSON 

CfK J@atunul jgUucfatum of SlatnOma ^iOitt 

BDUCATIONAL LBAFLBT NO. IW 

Few sights in the bird-world are so calculated to stir the imagination of the 
bird-lover or the hunter as that of a flock of Canada Geese passing overhead. 
In V-shaped formation the great grey-and-white birds move through the upper 
air in what seems to be a most leisurely and deliberate manner. As a matter 
of fact they are probably traveUng at a rate of more than fifty miles an hour. 
This fleeting view of a flock passing high above the buildings and tree-tops is 
about all the averse man or woman ever sees of the famous Wild Goose. If 
the air be free from distracting noises, the observer may even catch the musical 
honk, ah honk that falls clear as a bugle-note from the sky above. On quiet 
mornings about lakes or over extensive marshes I have known the sound of 
this cry to carry to the ear from a distance of a mile or more 

When thus observed, Wild Geese are usually on a long journey. If it be 
autumn, they are probably movii^ southward to their winter home. Immense 
numbers of them pass the cold months along the coasts of the Middle and 
South Atlantic States, being especially abundant from Long Island :o South 
Carolina. The center of their w'nter abundance in this region is Chesapeake 
Bay, Virginia, and the sounds of North Carolina. In Currituck Sound, Canada. 
Geese at times are seen in numbers almost beyond belief. I have watched one 
wave of flying Geese follow another for a period of more than two hours' du- 
ration probably 40,000 being in sight during the time they were under ob- 
servation. 

This species is not a common bird on the great salt marshes of the Louisiana 
Coast, but many are found in the bayous along the Mississippi River from 
northern Louisiana to Missouri. Here they feed, especially among the stubbles 
of the grain-fields, and resort to the river at evening, where on the moonlit 
bars they may be heard chattering among themselves as the night closes down. 
Many go down the Pacific Coast and pass the winter months in the great 
irrigated valleys of central and southern California. During their autumn 
migration, and after reaching their winter home, Canada Geese are persistently 
sought by gunners, and many are the devices that have been invented for out- 
wilting these most wise and wary of water-fowl. 

Except on their breeding-grounds Canada Geese are always found in flocks, 
and when feeding in stubble fields, on the marsh, or perhaps standing in shoal 
water in the wide expanse of some sound or estuary, it is folly for the hunter to 
think of approaching the birds by stealth. The vision of the Wild Goose is 
marvelous, and its power to detect danger is developed to an extent that is 
positively uncanny. When resting or feeding, some of the birds always have 
their heads elevated and are scanning the horizon for danger. 
(270) 
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One successful method of hunting these birds in autumn is to dig a pit in a 
cornfield and cover it with corn-stalks. The hunter here conceals himself and 
shoots the Geese when they come into the field to feed on the com, which for 
some time has been daily scattered over the ground as a lure. Along the South 
Atlantic Coast many are shot from 'blinds' erected on points of marsh or shal- 
low shoals where the Geese come to feed or rest. These 'blinds' are constructed 
of four strong stakes driven into the mud, forming a square three feet or more 
across. These, in turn, support the blind which consists of a boarded floor and 
sides made of long grasses or reeds cut from the neighboring marshes. In this 
the hunter crouches and shoots the Wild Geese as they approach the wooden or 
live-Goose decoys anchored nearby. A modification of the blind-shooting is 



battery-shooting. Here the hunter lies on his back in a box shaped like a 
coffin, and protected from the waves by wings of boards and canvas. Around 
him on the water are the bobbing wooden dummies of Geese. Live decoys, 
too, are always used when available. These are of great help for they will 
honk and call to the gimner any of their kind that chance to be passing within 
half a mile. 

Until the passage of the recent Federal laws which make it a misdemeanor 
to sell the bodies of wild fowl, Canada Geese were annually killed in large 
numbers and sold in the markets. When properly prepared this bird makes 
a most acceptable addition to the menu. Adult Canada Geese weigh from eight 
to fourteen pounds, hence one is indeed a prize for the game-bag. 
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Along our eastern seaboard, many Canada Geese are reared as domestic 
birds. The original parents of these flocks were wounded in winter shooting 
and from the same source additions to the flocks are made from time to time. 
From these decoys we leam many interesting characteristics of this great bird 
of passage. The writer knew one wild gander in North Carolina whose his- 
tory as locally recounted was as follows: Wing-tipped by a shot long ^o he 
was put in the Goose-pen with other decoys. His wing healed, but he could 
never fly. He moved about with the other Geese but paid no particular at- 
tention to any of them for thirty years. Then he mated, and when I last saw 
him, he had been a faithful mate, winter and summer, for thirty-two years. 

It is often difficult to get these decoys to select mates and as indication of 



CANADA GEESE ATTRACTED TO A SMALL POND IN ONTARIO, CANADA. BY MEANS 

OF CORN 

Blrdi fed >nd cared (or by Jick Minor 

the value of mated Geese I may state that the writer remembers the time, only 
a few years back, when in North Carolina a pair of mated decoys would readily 
sell for $5, while an umnated Goose was worth only from 75 cents to $1. A 
man who had a 'stool' of two dozen Geese thought himself fortunate if he had 
as many as four or five pairs that were mated. 

Canada Geese are supposed to keep their mates for life. However, it is but 
natural that, with the recurrence of spring, evidences of solicitation on the part 
of the gander should be most pronounced. At this season he goes through many 
weird contortions of his neck, wings, and body, either with the evident in- 
tention of fimnriing his Eoatc OF wanung away any oth^ lovdom gandei who 
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may wander near, leaning forward, with neck stretched to its full length and 
head swaying only an inch or two from the ground, the bird will make sudden 
rushes all about the place. His mouth is open, he hisses furiously, the feathers 
of his wings are ruffled, and altogether he is quite a fierce antagonist to face. 

The male keeps close, jealous watch over the nest and his brooding mate, 
and if he thinks they are endangered he at once gives battle. If the nest is 
approached he will not hesitate to attack a human intruder as the blue bruises 
of my own body, on more than one occasion, could have borne testimony. 

The summer home of the Canada Goose is in our northwestern states and 
over large portions of Canada. Five to eight white eggs are laid, usually in a 
feather-lined nest on the ground in the immediate vicinity of water. I have 
found the birds particularly partial to little islets for nesting-sites when these 
are available. 

The molting season comes while the birds are in attendance on their young, 
and there is a time in tlic history of every family of Wild Geese when neither 
the parents nor the young can escape by flight. It is, however, no easy matter 
to capture an adult Goose under such curcumstances. For the sake of experi- 
ment the writer has upon occasion attempted the pursuit of old Geese when 
found in company with the young. The utmost effort that could be put forth 
by two men paddling a light canoe or rowboat was wholly insufficient to over- 
come the rapid progress which the wild Goose made, first by swimming and 
later by flapping along the surface of the water, in which movement both wings 
and feet were used. There are printed records tending to show that Canadian 
Indians sometimes succeed in driving the molting Geese out of a pond by 
means of dogs, and thus bring the birds within range of their arrows. 

With thousands of men constantly seeking to kill the Canada Goose, it 
seems strange that they have not long ago been exterminated. As a matter of 
fact, it appears that of recent years their numbers have been increasing. 

The food of this species consists of a wide variety of objects gathered on 
land as well as in the water. Small frogs, insects and other aquatic life are 
taken in a smaU degree, but usually these birds are vegetarians. Com gathered 
from the ground in the autumn cornfields, grain picked up among the wheat 
stubble and even acorns are eaten. Various kinds of water plants are consiuned. 
Near the country club house of the Camp-Fire Club of America there b a 
pond of several acres where in 1921 nine Canada Geese were kept. During the 
summer these birds destroyed nearly all vegetation growing in the shallow 
water about the margins. 

Science recognizes four forms of this Goose, varying from each other but 
slightly in size or marking of the plumage. These, known as Canada Goose, 
HutchtDs's Goose, White-cheeked Goose, and Cackling Goose are all inhab- 
itants of North America. 
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JOEL ASAPH ALLEN 



On the morning of August 19. 1911, Dr. 
Joel Asaph Allen, of the American Museum 
of Natural History, New York City, passed 
away in the eighty-fourth year of his age. 

The amount of scientific worit he accom- 
plished during his long lifetime was very 
great. Yet few, if any, realized the extent 
of his accomplishments until a few years ago 
when under heavy pressure from the Presi- 
dent of the Museum he was induced to pre- 
pare for publication his autobiography. 
When this was issued it was foimd that he 
was at that time the author of over 1400 
scientific papers. Although a scholar of 
great erudition and deeply engrossed in re- 
search work in his chosen field of mammal- 
ogy, he nevertheless took keen interest in the 
cause of popularizing the subject of Natural 
History and in the conservation of wild life. 
His name has been connected with the cause 
of bird-protection for nearly thirty-five years, 
a longer period, with one exception, than that 
of any other man in this country. 

Charitable toward the shortcomings of 
others, eager to help those in need of counsel, 
and seeking nothing for himself in return, he 
unconsciously held, in strongest bondage, 
the loyal devotion of his friends and asso- 



ciates. He asked only to labor and to serve. 
Extreme modesty concerning his own at- 
tainments was a profound characteristic of 
which his friends never tired of speaking. 
His active efforts for the protection of wild 
birds date from the very beginnings of or- 
ganized bird- protective efforts in the United 
States. 

M. the third annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Ornithologists' Union, hekl in New York 
City In the fall of 1S85, he became a member 
of the newly appointed 'Committee on Bird 
Protection.' The following year this Com- 
mittee prepared for publication a 16-page 
supplement to ScUtice, and shortly after- 
ward 100,000 copies of this were issued 
as Bulletin No. 1 of the American Orni- 
thologists' Union's Committee on Bird Pro- 
tection. By far the most forceful article in 
this BuLetin was by Dr. Allen, and bore the 
title, 'Present \Vholesale Destruction of Bird 
Life in the United States.' When in August, 
t886, the original Audubon Society was 
formed by Dr. George Bird Grinnell, then 
editor of Forest and Stream, Dr. Allen's 
name appeared as one ot its five incor- 
porators. In i8g7, the New York State 
Audubon Society was estaUi^ed, and Dr. 
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Allen at once became not only a member of 
the Board of Directors, but a member of the 
Executive Committee, which position he 
held as bng as the Society continued active. 
Dr. J. A. Allen was one of the founders and 
incoTporators of the National Association of 
Audubon Societies, established in January, 
1905. From that time until his death he re- 
mained an active member of the Board and 
was most faithful in his attendance at its 
meetings. To the very last he took deep 
interest in all the Association's problems and 



achievements. His mature judgment and 
deep, sympathetic interest made his services 
of the greatest value to the organizatioQ. 

The burial took [dace in Windsor Ccme- 
tety at Comwall-on-Hudson, on the after- 
noon of September i, 1931. Many of his 
friends and associates journeyed fixmi New 
York, Washington, and elsewhere to be pres- 
ent on this impressive occasion and by their 
attendance do sucb poor honor as was pos- 
sible to one whose life had been so largely 
spent in the interests of others. 



NEW AUDUBON BIRD RESERVATION 



In an article by the writer, which appeared 
in Bird-Lobe, September-October, 1910, 
some account will be found of the vast bird- 
life which he discovered to exist on Big Bird 
Island, Little Bird Island, and Green Island 
situated in Laguna de la Madre, Texas. 
Thousands of Herons, including Uie rare 
Reddish Egret, here collect in summer to 
rear their young. Here also are found tans of 
thousands of breeding Terns and Laughing 
Gulls. From an ornithological standpoint 
the most interesting discovery was that of a 
breeding colony of White Pelicans. 

Two good friends of the Association in 
Texas, vii, Judge James B. Wells and R. D. 
Camp, both of Brownsville, interested them- 
selves in endeavoring to secure from the state 
of Texas the title to these islands, in the 
name of the National Association of Audubon 
Societies, in order that the birds resorting to 
this territory might have the fullest measure 
of protection during that season of the year 
when they stand in great need of sucb aid. As 
the islands were state property, the most feas- 
ible way of securing jurisdiction over them 
appeared to be by legislative action. 

On August iS, 1921, a cheering lel^ram 
was received from Judge Wells in which he 
stated that the Texas Legislature bad just 
passed a bill leasing these and the Three 
Islands, also located in the Laguna, to the 
Association for a period of fifty years. This 
splendid action was taken entirely at the 
solicitation of Judge Wells and Mr. Camp. 
The law leasing these islands to the Asso- 
ciation is as follows: 



A BILL 

To B« Entitled 

AN ACT to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to lease Green. 
Island, the group of islands known as 
Three Islands and North Bird Island and 
South Bird Island and the adjacent flats 
and reefs in Laguna Madre on the Texas 
Coast for a term not to exceed fifty years 
to the National Assodalion of Audubon 
Societies for and in consideration of said 
Association undertaking to propagate, 
protect, and conserve birds and bird-life 
thereon; providing for the protection of 
birds and bird-life thereon; providing 
punishment by fine and imprisonment for 
violation of this Act and declaring an 
emergency. 

Be it enacted by Ihe Legislalure of Ike Slate 
of Texas: 

Sectiom I. For and in consideration of 
the undertaking by the National Association 
of Audubon Societies to propagate, protect, 
and conserve birds and Dird-lQe on North 
Bird Island and on South Bird Idand in Kle- 
berg County; on Green Island in Cameron 
County and on the group of islands known as 
Three Islands in Cameron County, and on 
the flats and reefs and shallow waters in the 
vicinity of and adjacent to all of said islands 
so far as such waters, flats and reefs may be 
necessary tor purposes of this Act, and as the 
same are situated in Laguna Madre between 
Padre Island and the main coast lines of said 
counties, the Cominissioner of the General 
Land Office shall, upon application of said 
Association, lease said areas or so much 
thereof as said Association may desire for 
the purposes stated herein for a term not to 
excMd fifty years; provided, if said Asso- 
ciation should at any time during the term of 
any lease issued under this Act dissolve its 
organization or consent to a termination pf 
such lea.se the Commissioner of the General 
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Land Office shall cancel si 

all rights 1 

temiiiiate. 

Section 1. All Leases shall be recorded 
in the county in which the leased area is 
situated and after the record thereof the 
lessee shall have the exclusive rieht to enter 
upon, have, hold and occupy exclusively the 
area included in such lease and shall have 
the exclusive right to adopt such rules and 
regulations as may be necessary (or the exe- 
cution of the purposes of this Act; provided, 
nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit 
or intwtere with the authority of any peace 
officer of the state of Texas or of the United 
States to enter upon any such leased area for 
the purpose of discharging any duty imposed 

rn such officer by the laws of Texas or by 
laws of the United States. 
Section 3. After such lease has been 
recorded it shall be unlawful for any person 
whomsoever, except a representative, an 
agent or an employe of such Association or a 
peace officer of the slate o( Texas or of the 
United States to enter upon such leased area 
without the knowledge and consent of said 
Association for the purpose o( catching or 
killing any bird or birds or for the purpose of 
taking any bird or bird eggs or for the pur- 
pose of destroying any bird nests or bird 
CRgs; it shall be unlawful for any person 
wnomsoever to catch, kill or maim any bird 
or birds on any such leased area or to catch, 
kill or maim any bird or birds on or above 
said area by any means whatsoever even 
though such person may be above or outside 
of such leased area; it shall be tmlawful for 
any person whomsoever to discharge any 
firearms or other eiplosive on or above any 
leased area; or to land, tie or anchor any 
fishing-boat within any such leased areas; 
provided nothing herein shall be construed 



to prohibit any representative, agent or 
employe of said Association from catching, 
killing or destroying within any such leased 
area any bird or birds and any animals that 
may be known to prey upon bird-life or 
bird eggs nor to prohibit such representative, 
agent or employ^ from taking bird-eggs 
and catching any bird or birds for propaga- 
tion or conservation or scientific purpoMt 
only, nor to prohibit persons from taking 
refuge on any leased area on account <H 

Section 4. Anjf person who shall violate 
any of the provisions of this Act shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by a 
fine in a sum not less than twenty-five dollars 
and not to exceed five hundred dollars or by 
imprisonment in the county jail for a term 
not less than ten days nor more than six 
months ot by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. The provisions of this section ^lall be 
construed to be cumulative of other statutes 
upon the same subject and not to repeal any 
other such statute. 

Section 5. The importance of the legis- 
lation proposed and the short term of 3iis 
Special Session creates an emergency, and an 
imperative public necessity exists that the 
Constitutional rule requiring bills to be read 
on three separate days in each House shall 
be suspended and this bill be placed upon 
third reading and final passage and that it 
take effect from and after its passage, and 
it is so enacted. 

It need only be added that the Directors 
of the Association will, of course, take imme- 
diate action looking to the future protec- 
tion of these vast nurseries ol our southern 
water bird-lite. 



ACTIVITIES OF THE BIRD CLUB OF LONG ISLAND 



The Sixth Annual Report of the 'Bird 
Club of Long Island' was issued July i, igii. 
It is a 30-page publication, with covers, and 
coDtains much interesting material. It will 
be remembered that this is the organization 
of which Colonel Roosevelt was the founder 
and first President. At his death Mrs. 
Edward Mitchell Townsend, of Oyster Bay, 
succeeded to the presidency, and the splendid 
growth of the Club lias been due largely to 
her interest and initiative. Colonel Roose- 
velt's daughter, Mrs. Ethel M. Derby, is the 
active Secretary. 

, The Report contains a number of articles, 
among which we find discussed such subjects 



as 'Violations of Game Laws,' 'Extracts 
from the Penal Code of the State of New 
York,' 'Winter Feeding,' 'Nesting-Boxes and 
Bird-Baths,' and 'Planting to Attract Birds.' 

The Treasurer's report shows an income of 
l3>0'9'39 And expenditures of (1,964.19. 
The Club is a strong-going institution with 
energetic officers and a growing membership 
containing an unusually large number of in- 
fluential people. Mrs. Derby's very inter- 
esting report as Secretary is as follows: 

"In presenting the report of the Work of 
the Bird Club for the year 19M-11 I should 
like to make all the members realize that the 
work ol the Club is entirely due to them and 
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tbeir interest. Some of our ineinbers may 
feel that they are doing veiy little personal 
work, and do not even see the work which 
they are making possiUe, but I cannot em- 
phasize too strongly the fact that they are 
-supporting a constnictive piece of public 
education which has already won a place for 
itself in the community. 

"^\'hen tbe Bird Club was first organized, 
its President, Colonel Roosevelt, was anxious 
to have the member^ip enlend over the 
whole of Long Island, and to have the mem- 
bers de\'elop local groups giving special at- 
tention to the problems of each district. The 
first part of this wish is being realized as 
there are fifty-two villages represented in the 
Club, and each ^'car new members come in 
from new districts; but to form actL\'e local 
groups required an amount and a kind of 
leadership which has not been easily found, 
and it has seemed that the work which was 
begun last year in the public schools had a 
more far-reaching possibility and would more 
quickly interest a larger number than any 
other plan which the Club could undertake. 

"The program thtis initialed has proved 
«ven more successful than was expected. 
With the cooperation and financial assbtance 
■ot tbe National Association of Audubon So- 
cieties, the Field Agent, Mrs. M. S. Sage, has 
gone from one end of the Island to tbe other, 
with most encouraging results. 

"During tbe months of the school year of 
1919-10 she spoke to more than 10,000 chil- 
dren. During the year just closing her 
audiences have totaled more than 20,00a. 
In 1919-30, 102 Junior .Audubon Classes, 
with a membership of 3,023 were formed tor 
six to ten weeks' study in tbe schools, because 
of tbe interest created by Mrs. Sage in her 
talks to the public. This year 142 classes 
have been organized, with a membership of 
4,169. A greater number of talks have been 
given, by request, in private houses to groups 
of members, to clubs and associations such 
as the Home Bureau, the State Institute of 
Applied Agriculture of Farmingdale, at the 
Children's Home in Mineola, to the Woman's 
Club in Great Neck, and in a number of the 
parochial schools. 

"Gratifying as this increase in number is, 
«\'en more so is tbe increased interest shown 



by all sorts of people, and which can only be 
known to the officers who receive the requests 
for information of every kind and tbe expres- 
sions of appreciation for service rendered. 
Much information has been sent out in 
regard to planting for the attraction and pro- 
tection of birds, directions for the placing of 
nesting-boxes and for winter feeding. Several 
hundred placards have been issued stating 
the law concerning tbe sale and carrying of 
weapons and the list of protected birds. 
These have been welcomed by the schools and 
game-wardens, and have been hung io post- 
offices and railway stations. 

"An interesting conference was held with 
the officers of the Forest Hills .Audubon 
Society, who presented a suggestion for se- 
curing the cooperation of golf and country 
clubs in protecting birds and for planting 
along the borders of their property trees and 
shrubs which will provide shelter and winter 
food. Tbe two bird clubs hope to enlist tbe 
interest and action of all the countr}' clubs 
on Long Island, 

"Mrs. Sage announced that photographs 
of children uith birds on their hands, if clear 
enough, will be made into slides and shown 
with her collection. .\ number have been 
sent in and have been much appreciated, 
indicating, as they do, patience, persistence, 
and concentration on tbe part of the children. 
To succeed at last in photographing a bird 
means a great many efforts. 

"We record with regret the death of John 
Lewis Childs, of Floral Park, the well-known 
horticulturist. Mr. Childs was one of the 
charter members of tbe Club and was un- 
failing in bis interest and in his desire to 
further the work of the Club, In the death of 
Henry de Forest Weeks, of Oyster Bay, the 
Club has also lost a loyal friend, 

"The membership is growing slowly, and 
it is hoped that many more will come in this 
year. Thirty have been added to the list 
since the last annual report. There have 
been seven resignations. The total member- 
ship is now 357, divided among fifty-two 
places, A large proportion of the charter lite 
members have become sustaining members 
as well, thus making it possible for us to 
undertake the work in the schools. As will 
appear, however, in the report of the Treas- 
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urer, we are still obliged to accept a 
from the National Association of Audubon 
Societies, and ne sincerely hope that we may 
so increase our numbers that we may be 
entirely self-supporting. The Secretary will 
be glad to receive the names of any residents 
of Long Island who would be willing to 
become members. 



"In conclusion I wish to add that without 
the constant inspiration and guidance of the 
President and without her actual work, it 
would be impossible for the Bird Club to 
have grown to its present importance. 
Re^)ectfully submitted, 

"Ethel C. Dekby, 

Srcrelary." 



ANNUAL MEETING 



The Seventeenth Armual Meeting of the 
National Association of Audubon Societies 
will be held in the American Museum of 
Natural History, New York City, at lo 
o'clock A.M., on Tuesday, October 25, 1921. 
Plans are under way for a public meeting to 
be held in the large lecture hall of the Mu- 
seum on the evening of October 24, at which 
nmving pictures and speakers with interesting 
messages will be provided. The National 
Association and its atHliated organizations 
throughout the country have during the past 
year enjoyed a most successful and inter- 
esting period. It is hoped that as many of 
these organizations as possible will send 



representatives and that the general mem- 
bership of the /Association may be largely 
represented at the different sessions. To one 
who has never visited the American Museum 
of Natural History an inspection of the 
exhibit of this great institution is in itself 
worth a journey of many hundreds of miles. 
It is a good thing for Audubon Society mem- 
bers and others interested in wild-life con- 
servation to come together from time to time. 
The interchanging of experiences and the 
stimulation derived from personal contact is 
good for all. Bear in mind, therefore, the 
date of the annual meeting and try to be 
present if possible. 



THE WYOMING ANTELOPE EPISODE 



At the last session of the Wyoming Legis- 
lature a bill was passed granting authority 
to the Game Commission to issue permits, if 
they thought wise, for the killing of buck 
antelope and bull moose within the borders 
of the state. Both of these animals for some 
time have been absolutely protected. The 
antelope especially is becoming a very rare 
animal, in fact, entirely exterminated over 
large areas of its western range. 

During the latter part of August the Com- 
mission had under consideration the granting 
of pennits to kill antelope and moose. It 
appears that the question of permitting the 
slaughter of antelope was decided adversely 
on receipt of vigorous protests, the liling of 
which came about in the manner Indicated 
in the following telegrams: 
T. Gilbert Pearson, Audubon Society, 
1974 Broadway, New York. 

Had a long consultation with Judkins, 
Chief Game Warden of Wyoming. I have 
protested to him against the decision of the 
new State Game Commission composed of 



Governor, Secrelarj- of State, and .Auditor 
who have voted to allow the killing of one 
hundred buck antelope and one hundred 
bull moose. Judkinssays about three-fourths 
of licenses already sotd to hunters. Argu- 
ment Is that killing of surplus old males will 
increase the herds. I believe the desire of 
local hunters and guides of eastern hunters 
to have one grand hunt before species become 
extinct is the real reason for such an unwise 
and wanton procedure. Animals from Yel- 
lowstone Park stray down into Wyoming in 
the fall. I was told by cattlemen that they 
could easily recogni^ park animals because 
they are so tame. This proposed killing 
festival can yet be stop|ied by Governor 
Carey and the licenses cancelled. The season 
opens, I understand, September 15. It is 
notorious that antelo[ic are nearly extinct. 
Such a hunting program would be as cruel to 
the beautiful antelope as It would be shocking 
to the American people. Governor Carey 
should receive many telegrams of protest. 
Wire me your suggestions for greatest pub- 
licity. If Grinnell is in New York please 
give him copy of this. Copy also to McFar- 
tand, Harrisburg. If the Associated Press 
wants a storv by wire I can write it, 

(Signed) .William C. Gkecc. 
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Mr. Gregg is a Life Member of the Na- 
tional Association of AuduboD Societies and 
greatly interested in all the Association's 
activities for tlie protection of wild birds and 
animals. With a view of receiving confir- 
mation of the information that had come to 
him, the following telegram, on August 36, 
was forwarded to Governor Carey, president 
of the State Game Commission of Wyoming. 

National Association of Audubon Societies 
for the Protection of Wild Birds and Animals 
is alarmed at report that you are granting 
permission to kill one hundred buck antelope. 
Please wire facts, 1974 Broadway, New York. 
(Signed) T. Gilbert Peakson, Praident. 

If licenses had already been issued to kill 
leventy-live antelope it would probably have 
been too late to save the slaughter of this 
many animals, but it might be possible to 
induce the authorities not to issue the re- 
maining twenty-five licenses. 
His reply received next day was as follows: 
No licenses have been granted for the 
killing of buck antelope. Matter will be con- 
sidered by Game Commission within a few 
days. (Signed) Robert D. Cabzy, Governor. 

It was a great joy to find that no permits 
whatever had thus far been granted. There 
was, therefore, a possibility of accomplishing 
much by qieedy action. Tbe Association 
immediately filed a formal protest in the 
following message: 

Governor Robert D. Carey, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

On behalf of Audubon Societies of the 
United States I respectfully urge you refrain 
from granting permits to kill one hundred 
antelope. 

(Signed) T. Gilbert Peabson, President. 

At the same time every effort was made 
from our New York office to get in touch 
with officials of various national o^aniza- 
tions interested in the protection of wild life. 
The Conservation Committee of the Camp- 
Fire Gub of America was notified, as was 
also J. Horace McFarland, President of the 
American Civic Association. To Edmund 
Seymour, President of the American Bison 
Society, the matter was explained over the 
telephone. He immediately sent a strong 
telegram of protest. A wire was sent to 
Mr. Gregg informing him that Dr. Grinnell, 



of the Boone and Crocket Club, was in 
Montana, and Mr. Gregg reached bin. Mr. 
Holland, Vice-President of the Ameriout 
Game Protective Association was advised 
and telegraphed his objections. A telegram 
was sent to Madison Grant, Secretary of the 
New York Zoaiogical Society, who was at 
that time in Victoria, British Columbia. 
Mr. Grant wired a very strong protest to 
Governor Carey against the killing of these 
animals. We also explained the situation 
by wire to the Chicago crflice of the Asso- 
ciated Press, with the result that the general 
public in the West was notified as to what 
was going on. 

In cmiclusion it need only be added that 
on the morning of September 7, 1911, tbe 
following message was received from Mr. 
Gr^g. 

Velio wslone Park, Wyoming. 
T. Gilbert Pearson, 

President, Audubon Society, 

1974 Broadway, New York. 
Livingston paper prints a despatch from 
Cheyenne that, following protests from sev- 
eral national game protection societies, the 
Wyoming Game Commission decided not to 
issue permits to hunters to kill one hundred 
antelope and reducing moose permits to 
fifty. Vou have done fine work with happ- 
and prompt results. Dan Beard who is here 
joins me in congratulations. 

(Signed) WiLUAH C. Gregg. 

Such action as the above is taken very 
frequently by the Home Office of the Na- 
tional Association and this has been the 
custom for many yeai^. Often very little is 
said of these things in a public way, for it is 
not always wise to advertise the fact that a, 
large series of protests really are stimulated 
from one source. However, it has been de- 
cided to make some mention of this case in 
order that our membership may know some- 
thing of the methods the Association em- 
pbys in its fight for the preservation of 
America's wild life. It also indicates the 
very great advantage of having a Urge 
active memberdip, and shows how one 
member may help the cause. But for Mr. 
Greg's timely warning, it is altogether pos- 
sible that permits would have been issued in 
Wyoming to kill as many as one hundred bull 
moose and the same number of the rapidly 
disappearing antelope. 



ncioec, Google 







Ill 




FEED 

THE 

BIRDS 


The 
Packard 


Automatic Food-House | 

Kiifs llu/cod dry; aaoiJj aaittt laili years ['' 

Costs 75c.— Two for $1.25 

by n,ail.-»-Hy P4Y MORE! \ 

Add posHge. Mailing weight, s pounds. 

SPECIAL MIXTCRl! BIRD FOOD 

A balanced ration; best for tbe bitds; 

best fot the food-bouse. 

8 lbs. for 51.25, by mail. Add postage. 

Everything for Wild Bitd.. Catafogae /ree. 

WINTHROP "pack ARD 

Canton, MaaaachuaettB 



LitlU Gatrnway* to Scitnct 

BIRD STORIES 



Dedicated to Junior Audubon classes and 
all other boys and girls throughout the land 
who are friendly to birds. 

All bird lovers, whether young or old, will 
find joy in this volume. 

Hexapod Stories 

Miss Patch's first book in this series was 
published a year ago and won prompt and 
wide popularity. The book is invaluable to 
educators in revealing to children something 
of the wonders of nature. 



THE ATL.ANTIC MONTHLY PRESS, Inc. 

B Afllntton Stnrt, Boitan (IT), MsH. 



A Sparrow Trap 



WITH 
RECEIVING CAGE 

PLtIS PARCBL ^OST 



$4 



_!_|_I_|J_I_!_| 

>ll.lTl»01Tl«B.t7l»0«ll 



THINK for ■ moment the («d you will Hve 
by ulchins the iparrawa. ■■ Coveinment 
fisum (how that Bfty aparrowi ut • 
quart of grein e dey. The trep neede very little 
■ ttention: mny child can Uke cere of it. Made 
of all galvaniied material, and will laal for many 
yeara. Send money order today, aa now ia ihe 
lime to trap. A*k for detail) how to become 

EVER-SET TRAP CO. 

1004 We«t I5th St. Djvenpoit, Iowa 



BIRD PHOTOGRAPHS: f^'^^VrJ; 

ithar da- 



le" (choai matarial. Pan 
REV. P. B. PEABODT, 

BLCK RATIDS, KANSAS 



B?I°S House and BiS£ Co. 



1«2 BoyUton StrMt, BOSTON, MASS. 



Digitized byGoOgIc 



DiailizedbyGoOgle 



DiailizedbyGoOgle 



Books for Bird-Lovers 

By FRANK M. CHAPMAN 

HANDBOOK OF BIRDS OF EASTERN NORIU AMERICA 

Third edition. Wiih intnxluciory chapters on the studj- of Ornithology; how w 
identify birds and how to collect ind preserve birds, their neits and tggs- 3o fiill- 
page plate* and 150 cuts in the text. tamo. Library edition, ^4. Pocket edition, 
»5net. 
BIRD LIFE 

A guide to the study of our conunon birds. With 7S full-page colored plates ai 



text drawings by Ernest Thompson Seton. Containing an Appendix, 
especially designed for teachers, iimo. Clolh. ^ net. 

BIRD STUDIES WITH A CAMERA 
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largest bird colonies existing in eastern North America. The author's phcn ' 

success in photographing birds in Nature not only lends to the illusiraii 
charm of realism, but makes the book a record of surpri^ng achievements with 
the camera. Ilmo. Cloth. $.1 net. 

WARBLERS OF NORTH AMERICA 
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tofore been attempted In this line. The illustrations, over 150 in number, 1 . 
from Dr. Chapman's photographs, and beyond question form a remarkable series 
of pictures of bird-life. Svo. f 4 net. 

COLOR KEY TO NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS 

This work may be described as an illustrated dictionary of North American birds. 
It is the most complete publication of its kind, and maJccs an admirable introduc- 
tion to the snid^ of birds and the literature of Ornithology, and at the same time 
is an authoritative work of reference. Over 800 pictures. ti-So net. 

OUR WINTER BIRDS 

An introduction to the studv of birds. The author believes that the study of Orni- 
thology should begin with the winter birds as they are fewer in number and easier 
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home birds, etc. Illustrated, ismo. f 1. 50 net. 
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OUR WINTER BIRDS 

By FRANK M. CHAPMAN 

The extraordinary, but not unexpected reception 
accorded to Dr. Chapman's Httle volume on "The Travels 
of Birds" has led to the preparation of this work, which 
is designed to form an introduction to the study of birds. 
The author believes that winter is the best season in 
which to begin the study of ornithology, for the reason 
that there are fewer birds and they may be more easily 
identified, and they are generally hungry and conse- 
quently more approachable. The birds have been 
separated into three easily-grasped groups of field birds, 
forest birds, and home birds, and in an entertaining 
manner the author discusses their habits and chief 
characteristics. There are numerous illustrations. 

i2nio. Cloth, Si. 50 net per copy. By mail, S1.60. 
Also an edition for use as a school reader. 

This ia an Appleton Book 
D. APPLETON & COMPANY 

Publishers 35 West a2d Street New York 
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A Double Tragedy 



IN MAY, 1920, while looking for nests in a large tract of brush and open 
woods in the western outskirts of St. Louis, Missouri, I flushed two Quail 
from the tall grass that grew about a brush heap, and a short search 
revealed a nest containing a single egg. During the next fortnight, I vi^ted 
the spot frequently; each day another egg appeared until the set contained 
twelve. Then, for the first time, I found the female on the nest. I was anxious 
to secure some photographs so I hurried home and returned with the camera 
and hiding-tent. The Quail was not at home when I got back and did not 
return until late in the afternoon. Two exposures, made just before sunset, 
were absolute failures because of the poor Ught, and although I sat in the tent 
most of the following day no more pictures were secured. Further attempts 
could not be made because of my departure from the city. 

This failure only increased my desire to have photographs of a Bob-White, 
so I was very happy when, in June, 192 1, a visitor at a farmhouse where I 
was spending my vacation found a nest m a neglected field, grown up to 
thistles and weeds. It was built just at the base of a tall bushy weed in a 
rather open spot and was completely arched over. There were twelve eggs 
piled helter-skelter, as if the bird had not yet begun to incubate. In the 
evening 1 put up the hiding-tent near the nest and concealed it with weeds, 
and the next morning, just after sunrise, I crawled in and made ready for an 
exposure. Observations made on the nest of 1920 led me to believe that the 
eggs were deposited in the early morning, but the half-hours and then the 
hours slipped by and the Qu^ did not return; so, after a time, I turned my 
attention to some small Sparrows that had built about 3 feet away from the 
Quail's nest. 

I had noted their nest on the previous evening and had taken it for that 
of a Vesper Sparrow, a species that was abundant in the field; but now I 
recalled that the eggs were smaller and much less freely marked than the 
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usual eggs of the Vesper Sparrow, and I saw that the nest was partially arched 
over. This morning the eggs were hatching and the female was going on and 
off the nest frequently, bringing food to the newly hatched young and carrying 
away the broken shells. Once the male came and fed her as she sat brooding. 
I had an excellent view of them through the peep-hole, and it soon dawned 
upon me that I was dealing with an unfamUiar species. The median stripe 
through the crown, the plain 
breast, a bit of yellow at the 
bend of the wing, and the 
insect-like song told me that 
my first Grasshopper Sparrows 
were before me. I promptly 
turned my camera upon their nest 
and secured a series of pictures. 
I was still at it when, about 
12.30 P. u., I saw the Quail 
just behind her nest. A few 
minutes later she came around 
the base of the tall weed at its 
door and entered. She seemed 
suspicious of the changed sur- 
roundings and at a slight noise 
from the tent she promptly 
took leave. A half-hour later 
she came back but was still 
restless and repeated her pre- 
vious perfonnance. Later in the 
afternoon she remained on the 
nest m spite of the various noises 
that I made intentionally and 
unintentionally. When I came 
out of the tent late in the after- 
noon, I found that another egg 
had been depx)sited. I had ob- 
tained several pictures but the 
GRASSHOPPER SPARROW AT NEST darkioom proved them to be 

less perfect than I bad hoped. 
Two days later, I returned with the hope of securing better pictures. The 
nest now contained fourteen eggs. I had not yet convinced myself tiiat this 
bird normally laid in the late afternoon, so I again entered the tent in the 
early morning, the most favorable time for picture-making, for the tent had 
been placed to the east of the nest. During the previous night the Sparrows 
had met with an accident too common to ground-nesting species. Id order 
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A Double TngedY >S3 

to get suitable pictures I had pulled up and pressed down some of the vege- 
tation that stood in front of the nest; and thinking that there was little danger, 
I had failed to conceal it when I left. Some prowling animal had happened 
along, and the four lusty young that I had inspected late on the previous 
evening were gone, scattered feathers at the door of the nest telling me that 
the mother had been caught as she brooded them. 

I heard the male singing nearby, and once he came with food. He looked 
into the empty nest from which hungry mouths had been wont to greet him, 
and for a moment seemed puzzled (I hesitate to say dismayed) at the change. 
Then, after looking to the right and left, as if seeking his mate, he flew away 
and I saw him no more. 

It was an hour or so later that I heard the peculiar call of the Cowbird, 
and almost immediately a female appeared in front of the peep-hole. She 



had spied the empty Sparrow's nest and went directly to it. It apparently 
suited her purpose for after a brief inspection she entered and sat down. If I 
had only had the camera focused on the nest I might have caught her there, 
but there was no time to rearrange my apparatus. Whether she saw the 
feathers before the nest, or whether some instinct told her that the nest was 
deserted, I know not, but she suddenly jumped up as if frightened and came 
00. It was then that she saw the Quail's nest and she proceeded to inves- 
tigate. Just as she was peeping in I released the shutter, but, unfortunately, 
the focus was poor and the exposure inadequate. Perhaps she realized that 
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& Qiiail would make a young Cowbiid a poor foster mother, or maybe the 
noise of the focal-plane shutter startled her, for she soon flew away to seek 
some more suitable home for her future offspring. 

After this incident there was a long, warm wait, but finally, about 2 p. u. 
the Quail came slyly through the grass and entered her nest. She repeated 
the tactics previously described, leaving at the slightest sound but promptly 



"ON LEAVING THE NEST SHE STOPPED A^ IF TO LISTEN" 

returning. Sometimes as she left the nest she stopped for a moment as if to 
listen, giving just time enough for a fifth-second exposure. On one occasion 
she remained longer than usual; she appeared to be arranging her eggs, and 
as she turned about in the crowded uest she accidentally dislodged one which 
rolled over the edge. She came out at once, as if to recover it, but perhaps 
the shutter frightened her for she left promptly. After that she gave the e^ 
no more attention and it remained outside until I replaced it before leaving. 
Toward 4 o'clock she settled down and no noise that I could make seemed 
seriously to disturb her. She yawned occasionally, pecked now and then at 
some insect that had invaded her domiun, but for the most part sat quite 
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still until I came out of the tent and approached her closely, when she flew 
directly off the nest to some tall weeds a few rods away. 

A week later she was sitting closely and refused to leave even when I came 
within a few feet of her. Fearing lest she share the fate of her neighbor, I 
had carefully concealed the nest, but this precaution proved of no avail, and 
my hope of securing pictures of the young was never realized. On my next 
visit the nest was deserted, eleven damp, cold, and slightly stained eggs were 
inside, one broken shell lay a foot or two away, and many feathers about the 
doorway told of a midnight tragedy for which some prowling feline that is 
supposed to live on rats and mice and not on Grasshopper Sparrows and Quail, 
is probably to be held responsible. Hawks do not fly at night, Owb are very 
scarce in the vicinity; predatory mammals are also uncommon; so I am afraid 
that the cat (of which the nearby village shelters many) must be held the 
transgressor. 



"SHE CAUE our AT ONCE AS IF TO RECOVER THE EGG SHE HAD DISPLACED" 
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What Birds Signal with Their Tails? 

By BKHBST THOMPSOH SETON 

IN EACH family of birds there seems to be at least one species that makes 
wig-wag signals with its tail, that is, uses the tail to signal to others of 
its kind. And in each case, with one or two rare exceptions, the tail so 
used is decorated with colors or with white spots, bars, and blotches, so as to 
make it more easily seen from far o9. 

The best known of these tail-waggers is the Robin. The clear white spots 
at the comers are very plain as the Robin alights and then, for the benefit of 
'whom it may concern,' gives the wig-wag sign of his race — a wag down to 
right, and then a wag down to left, so the tip makes a cross in the air when 
he makes the full sign. 

The Catbird is another. He has an extraordinary performance with a 
very unusual equipment. His outfit consists of a red lantern and a black fan 
for screen. He spreads the black fan (his tail), then raises it so you see the 
red lantern (his undertail coverts), then drops the fan to shut oiT the lantern, 
so we get alternately blackness and fiashes of red-lantern light, recalling some 
of our army and navy signals. 

The Song Sparrow pumps his tail as he flies. 

The Phtebe makes an extraordinary performance with his tail, often 
swinging it in a cotnphle circle. This is the great exception to the rule that 
the signal tail is always conspicuously marked, for the Phoebe's tail is very 
plain indeed, but used with such energy that it never fails to identify the 
bird, even without the aid of spots and bars. 

His cousin, the Crested Flycatcher, does some adroit tail-work, greatly 
assisted by the fact that said tail is painted reddish brown. 

The Hermit Thrush is a most delicate tail-wagger. When he alights he 
raises the tail about half an inch, then slowly swings it down again. The 
action is slight, but is made more effective by the tail being colored reddish 
brown, brighter than the rest of the bird's upper plumage. 

The Water-Thrushes and one or two of the Warblers are wig-waggers, and 
I was surprised not long ago to see a Nuthatch, on my lunch-counter, turn 
his back and spread his tail like a little Peacock, as a kinsman came flying to 
join him. As the tail pointed straight up at the time, the white-and-brown- 
splashed under coverts were remarkable. They spread like a little aurora 
borealis, and surely were doing service as signals. 

Among larger birds, the Sparrow Hawk and Pigeon Hawk signal with their 
tails. The Green Heron is an energetic wig-wagger. The Spotted Sandpiper 
is well known for his tail signal; usually its line of movement describes a W 
in the air, beginning at the tip on one side and ending at the tip on the other. 
There are tail-waggers even among the Ducks. 
(a86) 
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What Birds Signal with Their Tails? 387 

In general, whenever you see a bird's tail that is strikingly marked, you 
may believe that that tail is used in some sort of signalling. Every bird, 
indeed, has some identifjing trick or color pattern, besides peculiarities of 
voice and flight. And one proof that they serve such purpose is the fact that 
it is by this that we identify them. A few are here noted. If you watch the 
common birds of the garden, you will surely discover many that have hitherto 
escaped observation. 

Cultivating the Birds 



BIRDS have become plentiful at Vermilion, S. Dak., and before the year 
is done nearly all of them seem to come to my yard. Of course, 
there are inducements. I feed them and water them and arrange 
nesting-places, and grow raspberries and strawberries, and have a home-garden, 
which provides them with numerous insects. 

I have counted the following birds in my yard in a single year: 
WINTER BIRDS 

I, Downy Woodpecker; 2, Hairy Woodpecker; 3, Black-capped Chickadee; 
4, Junco; 5, Cardinal Grosbeak; 6, 
White-breasted Nuthatch; 7, Red- 
breasted Nuthatch; 8, Brown 
Creeper; 9, Redpoll; 10, American 
Goldfinch; 11, Screech Owl; 12, 
Tree Sparrow. 

SUMMER BIRDS 

13, Robin; 14, Bronzed Crackle; 
15, Red-winged Blackbird; 16, 
Cowbird; 17, Mourning Dove; iS, 
Blue Jay; 19, Flicker; ao, Catbird; 
3T, House Wren; 22, Wood Thrush; 
23, Warbling Vireo; 24, Brown 
Thrasher; 25, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo; a6, Chipping Sparrow; 27, 
Field Sparrow; 28, Rose-breasted - 
Grosbeak; 29, Summer Warbler; 
30, Kingbird; 31, Bluebird; 32, the flicker at the door of his nest in 

Ti„i,: n.:„u ,, r»-^i A the log wrrn the knothole which I 

Baltimore Oriole; $5, Orchard fixed for him 

Oriole; 34, Red-headed Wood- 
pecker; 35, Least Flycatcher; 36, Wood Pewee, 37, Towhee; 38, Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird; 39, Cedar Waxwing; 40, American Coot (evidently 
exhausted in flight). 
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UIORATINO BIRDS 

41, White- throated Sparrow; 41, Lincoln's Sparrow; 43, Oven-bird; 44, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet; 45, Golden-crowned Kinglet; 46, Black-and-White 
Warbler; 47, Maryland Yellow-throat; 48, Tennessee Warbler; 49, Black- 
poll Warbler; 50, Myrtle Warbler; 51, Magnolia Warbler; 52, Olive-backed 
Thrush; 53, Veery Thrush; 54, Hermit Thrush. 

Besides the migrants named, others were seen but not identified. 

One of the chief reasons for so many bird records in Vermilion is the interest 
taken by the school teachers and the instruction in bird-life which they give 
to their pupils. During a stereopticon lecture on birds not long since, the 
children were able to name every bird thrown on the screen. After the 
lecture a teacher proudly showed me the Bluebirds which her pupils had 
drawn in colors. 



The sympathy of children in Vermilion for every bird tragedy is very 
marked. Half a dozen small girls brought a wounded young Bronzed Crackle 
to our home one day to see if anything could be done for it. After a hard 
storm a group of «hildren carried a dead Hermit Thrush to their teacher for 
identification. After a vicious winter storm a group of boys brought a wounded 
l^pland Longspur to our door. They had gathered a number of crippled 
birds into a hayloft where they could feed and be warm until well. A girl of 
six, between sobs, scolded a boy of ten because he had wounded a Grosbeak 
with his slingshot. And a little lisping lad of four rang the bell one day and 
timidly remarked, "I came to ask if a bat was a bird." Few are the yards 
where the children do not know the location of every nest and diligently 
guard them from all enemies. 

So general is bird knowledge in Vermilion that men over seventy years 
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of age have bird-baths and talk knowingly about the actions of Blue Jays, 
Flickers, Catbirds, and many others. 

The birds build their nests as near our houses as possible. A pair of Robins 
chose the bracket under my roof for their nesting-site, although the yard is 
full of trees, and as I write, their fledglings are calling loudly for food from 
the grape-vine treUis. During the cold spring rains those same fledglings, 
which were then sightless, featherless, wriggling bits of birddom, were snug 
and dry under the roof. While the mother brooded them the father proved 
good provider, coming regularly with bug-steak and angleworm cutlets, and 



was quite unconcerned about high prices. When he came the mother would 
raise herself up and to one side and he would feed their tender young under her. 

A sense of protection from enemies seems to induce birds to build on one's 
bracket, or sometimes on one's window-sill. It can hardly be for protection 
from storms, for just over my roof a Mourning Dove has placed her nest in 
the corner of the eaves spout, which is on the roof, not under it. Drenching 
rain and blasng sun do not disturb her in the least. 

A half-dead plum tree holds the nest of another Mourning Dove. I have 
watched both of them at the work of nest-building. Most birds are yet in 
the 'tribal stage' in the sense that their women do the drudgery, but the female 
Mourning Dove has modem ideas. She sits on the nest, or rather where the 
nest is to be, and the male brings materials for the nest to her, dropping it at 
her side, and together they build the nest around and under her. He usually 
brings a angle piece at a Ume, and when he comes with it he is just as apt 
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to light on her as on the branch at her side, or Jie steps on her back as he walks 
across to place material on the other side of her. 

Doves are peculiar birds. They do not lift their heads when they drink, 
but submerge their bills and suck the water up. They do not feed their young 
like most perching birds, but regurgitate half-digested food into their throats. 
A friend, looking at the parent Dove feeding her young, said, "They are scrap- 
ping." It looked as though they were 'scrapping' with clenched bills, but it 
was the regurgitation process. 

Although the Dove is proverbially gentle, I once saw the male drive a Blue 



THE ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK AND THE BROWN THRASHER AT THE BATH 

Jay from the tree in which the female Dove sat on their nest, and when the 
Jay stopp>ed in a nearby tree he went to the nest and took the female's place 
on the eggs, as much as to say, "Come and rob the nest if you can." One 
morning the Robin flew to the bath where the male Dove was drinking, evi- 
dently expecting to scare him away, but the Dove raised both wings in protest 
and stood his ground. 

Last fall a pair of Red-headed Woodpeckers began excavating in a dead 
box elder limb in our yard. We wondered at this, for although Downy exca- 
vates a winter home, the Red-head goes South tor the winter. Do they begin 
their next year's nest the autumn before? I planned to cut off the dead limb, 
but my curiosity was aroused and it was allowed to remain for 'scientific' 
purposes. I knew that Red-heads were lazy birds, watching for insects from 
fence-posts, and sometimes even taking them in flight, like flycatchers, instead 
of industriously searching and drillii^ for them like well-bred Woodpeckers, 
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but I Iiad not suspected them of being too lazy to excavate their whole nest 
in the spring. No doubt I misjudge them, and they may have other adequate 
reasons for their conduct, but, sure enough, as I write (the following May) 
they are back finishing the excavation for their nest. Of course, I cannot 
swear that it is the same pair, but it doubtless is, for they have made them- 
selves very much at home about the premises, as though knowing themselves 
on familiar ground. They eat suet at the food-box and drink at the bath 
like old-timers. 



A MALE ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. A DOWNY WOODPECKER, AND A BLACK-CAPPED 

CBICKADEE AT THE FOOD-TRAV. THERE WILL BE NO FEEDING UNTU. 

SOMEBODY LEAVES 

My food box has a summer patronage that it never had before. Suet 
sunflower seeds, and cheese rinds constitute the bill-of-fare, and my summer 
patrons are Robins, Catbirds, Brown Thrashers, Chickadees, Downy Wood" 
peckers. Bronzed Crackles, and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. Robins eat suet 
and even feed it to their grown young, but they dearly love cheese rinds. 
Thrashers and Catbirds like the same fare as the Robin; but Grosbeaks care 
only for sunflower seeds. 

All the birds are jealous of each other's enjoyment of the food-table. The 
Catbirds slip in stealthily for a bite of suet as soon as larger birds leave- Downy 
creeps up the post on which the table is placed and surprises the feeders by 
appearing suddenly from below. The Chickadees are rather timid among so 
many giants, but they dart stealthily to the far comer of the table, snatch a 
bite, and hasten away in an ecstasy of achievement. 

The boys take about as much interest in my bird famihes as I do, for they 
Bcem to belong to us all together. They come through the yard every few 
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days to see how tnajiy eggs are laid or how the young are getting on, meanwhile 
shying stones at the too-inquisitive squirrels or sicking the dog on the prowling 
neighborhood cat. They showed me where a Mourning Dove had appropriated 
an old Robin's nest for its own nesting-site, and where a Summer Warbler 
had placed its nest in one of my raspberry bushes. In fact, they allow nothing 
to escape my notice. 

A pair of Flickers made their nest in a short log which I set on top of a 
post for them. The upper end of the log had a deep decayed knothole cavity. 
I cleaned it out as well as I could and covered it with a board, but at best 
it was a dirty sort of place. Having seen their well-made, gouid-sh^^ed exca- 
vations, I was not sure that they would take kindly to my improvised cavity. 
But when their nine eggs were laid I found them on an exquidte bed of dean 
chips which they had chiseled out of one side of the knothole. They had 
thrown out the dirty chips, u^ng only the small clean ones for their nest. 
These they formed into a neat low mound on the broad bottom of the cavity, 
and their eggs were laid in a shallow depression in its center. 

The Cardinal Grosbeak has been seen in the woods of the Missouri bottom 
for several years, but they are now venturing up into town. They were fre- 
quently seen about homes last winter. Male and female came for a time to a 
friend's food-box to eat sunflower seeds. In the spring I saw a pair in my own 
back yard, and from all signs a pair is nesting this season in our nearest ravine. 

My yard was as full of birds as my bushes were of fruit when my raspberries 
began to ripen, but I wanted a few berries myself, so I turned the bird-bath 
upside down and bade my feathered friends good-bye for a Uttle while. In 
half a day nine-tenths of them were gone. When the berries are safe in cans 
for winter use I shall fill the bath again and invite the birds to return. FnMn 
past experience I know that many of them will respond; but some of them 
will soon begin to gather in flocks for their southward journey, and I shall 
see no more of them until next year. 
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Billy, a Great Horned Owl 

By DELL COLBMAN. Milwaukee. W)>. 

BILLY and his aster, or brother, — I do not know which — were bora in 
a Crow's nest 12 miles north of Decorah, Iowa. A farm-haod brought 
them to town and I bought Billy for a dollar. When he first became 
one of the family he was wrapped in a grayish down with a few pin-feathers ' 
for wings, but when put on a ration of liver, English Sparrows, rats and mice 
he acquired weight and feathers. 

About the last of May he had become an expert flier and a public nuisance. 
We never kept him shut up or dipped his wings and so helped him uidirectly 
to a great many adventures. 

During most of the day he sat on the peak of the roof to the consternation 
of all respectable birds who mobbed him unmercifully. He would sit through it 
all sedately because, above all, Billy was a gentleman and never lost his dignity. 

No sooner would anyone on the street come out and sit on the porch than 
Billy would make an informal call, prompted, of course, by the hopes of some- 
thing to eat. He would always alight on the walk, hop up the steps, and then 
bob bis head. If this did not get any results, he would utter a soft / 1 1 ap, 
and if there still were no signs of capitulation, he would dy up on the person's 
knee, head, arm, or shoulder, and this always brought some sort of result, 
usually ending in a flurry of feathers and Billy on his back in the grass at the 
foot of the porch — and why? Because Billy was almost 2 feet tall, weighed 
in proportion, and had claws as big as my hand. 

One morning, two dogs came into the yard, a collie and a bird-dog. Seeing 
Billy, who was sitting on a stump, they gradually approached. When within 
20 feet of Billy, the bird-dog slunk away but the coUie was curious — so was 
Billy! He drifted oS that stump and onto the collie's back. With a yelp, 
the coUie set about going away from there — Billy decided to go with him — and 
did! He dug his claws in and hung on, balancing with the aid of his wings, 
and, believe it or not, be actually lifted that dog oS its hind feet for about 8 
feet. When the excursion reached the sidewalk, Billy dropped oflf at the feet 
of a little girl. With a screech, she followed the a)llie. I called Billy back 
and locked bim in the chicken-coop. 

This was another of his traits: He would follow a Plymouth Rock hen aU 
over the place if given a chance and never harm her, but was death on cats. 
One day a stray cat got in the yard and Billy saw it. Quicker than a wink 
he had that cat back of the head and it was the end of Mr. Cat. I tried to 
get it away from him and that was the first time he ever got in the least savage. 
Ordinarily I could roll him around, scratch his head, carry him anjnvhere and 
any way and he would never even o£Fer to get mad, but this time he hung onto 
that cat with one daw and sunk the other into the calf of my leg and tried 
his best to bite my hand. I had to give up. He never bit or struck at me 
with his talons again. 

("93) 
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It is a common belief that Owls cannot see by day, but Billy could catch 
a spermophile in the brightest sunlight. Occasionally I would tuck Billy 
imder my arm and we would go out in the country to some dry pasture where 
I would set him on my knee and wait. Soon Billy would see a spermophile, 
watch it for a moment with a fierce glance then gUde through the air on lus 
. 5-foot wings, and, nine times out of ten, he would bring back that 'gopher.' 

Toward the latter part of August, Billy began to wander, sometimes staying 
away two or three days, but he never objected to being caught and would 
even come when I called. He was not so tame always, however. A friend of 
mine teased him one day. Billy stood for it awhile, but 'enough was too much.' 
That boy received four gashes on one arm and a finger bitten to the bone. 

Unfortunately, Billy acquired a taste for Ducks and killed seven from a 
man's flock in the next block. The man took prompt revenge by shooting 
BiUy. 

When BiUy was killed, he was almost full grown. His head still had down 
feathers but his 'ears' were an inch long. He had big yellow eyes the pupU 
of which he could dilate from the size of a pin point to that of a disc completely 
effacing the yellow. His throat was pure white and his 'vest' dirty yellow 
with penciled bars. His tail was fully developed. I did not have him mounted 
but have his daws, wings, and tail in my room. 

And so endeth the tale of one Great Horned Owl that was gentler and 
more loving than almost any other pet I ever have had, and I have had a 
Crow, two Red-shouldered Hawks, a Blue Jay, two Screech Owls, a Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker, a squirrel, a coon, and a blacksnake, I might say that 
I have never kept a single pet locked up nor prevented them from leaving 
when they so desired. Indeed, it took me three weeks to get rid of one of the 
Hawks. I even carried him five miles off and released him in the woods but 
he was home before I returned. 



Digitized byGoOgIc 



The Migration of North American Birds 

SECOND SERIES 

XVU. RUSTY BLACKBIRD AND BREWER BLACKBIRD 
Compiled by Harry C. Obarholler, ChieRy from Data in the Biological Survey 
RUSTY BLACKBIRD 
The Rusly Blackbird {Eupkagus carolinus) occurs over the greater part 
of North America, exclusive of the western United States and the islands 
within the Arctic Circle. It breeds north to northern Ungava in Quebec, 
northern Ontario, central Keewatin, northern Mackenzie, and northern Alaska; 
west to western Alaska; south to southern Alaska, central Alberta, southern 
Wisconsin (casually), central New York, southern Maine, and New Brunswick; 
and east to Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. It winters north to Nebraska, 
Michigan, and southeastern New York, and south to the Gulf of Mexico, 
from Florida to eastern Texas. It occurs casually in migration west to British 
Columbia, Montana, and Colorado, and accidentally in California, Lower 
California, and Greenland. 

SPRING UI ORATION 



LOCALITY 


Number 


Average dale of 


Eirlieil date of 
•priDg arrival 


Pittsburgh Pa 




April 6 
March 13 


March 29, 1913 


Philadelphia. Pa 


7 


March 3. 1906 








April 17. 191s 


Morristown, N. J 


i8 


March I J 


February 1. 1S90 


New York City, N. Y 


" 


March 29 


1 March 9, 1889 
i Rare winter 


Shelter Island. N. V 


5 


April 6 


March 37, 1899 


(;eneva, N. V 




March 24 


February ai, 190Q 


Hartford, Conn 


9 


March 14 


February 8, 1888 


E'rovidence. R. 1 




March 26 


March 17, 191a 


Boston. Mass 


36 


March 21 


February 8, 1879 


Kiitland, Vt 


'3 


April 3 


March 11,1910 


St. Johnsbury, Vt 




April 18 


March a6. 1902 


Portland, Maine. . 


IS 


April 2 


March 15. 1908 


Phillips. Maine... . ... 


8 


April 6 


March 24, 1913 


Ellsworth. Maine . . 


S 


April I 


March 31. 1913 


Montreal, Quebe. . . 


4 


May 4 


.■\pril24, igio 


Quebec, Qudjec. . 


7 


April 26 
Way 3 


April 16, i88j 
May J, 1883 


Scotch Lake, N. B 




Aprils 


March 27, 1917 


St. John, N. B 




April 4 


March 23, 1898 


Pictou. N.S 


9 


Aprils 


March J 2, 1894 


North River, P. E. I 


S 


April 16 


March 31, 1890 


St.Louis,Mo 


8 


March 7 


February 26, 1911 


Port Byron. DU 


6 


March ij 


March4, i9'8 


Chicago, Ills 


34 


March 26 


February 25, 1906 


Sedan. Ind 


IS 


March 18 


March 7, 1893 


Oberlin, Ohio 


3S 


March 17 


March 5, 1910 


Voungstown, Ohio 

Ann Arbor. Mich 




March 17 


February 20, 1915 




March 14 


February 26, 1889 


aultSte. Marie, Mich.. . 


4 


April 13 


March 31, 1918 


London, Ont 




March 29 


March 14, iQii 


Toronto, Ont. 


3 


April 6 


March 30, 1904 
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SPRING KIGRATtON, CODtJnued 



LOCALITY 


Number 


"S^Sa' 


Eirtiot d.t« of 




2& 


April 30 
March »9 
March 14 
March 13 
Aprils 
Aprils 
April! 
April 9 
Aprils 
AJ>rili6 

April 26 


March 19, 1S94 
February 9, 1897 
March 8, 1919 
March 3, 1914 
March J4, 19'9 
March 26, 1889 
March t6, 1904 
April ., .897 
March 23, 1910 

April 13, 191 2 


Keokuk, Iowa. 

NatioiuJ, Iowa 

Madison, Wis 

Unity, Wis 

Lanesboio, Minn 

SL Vincent, Minn 

Aweme, Manitoba 

Qu-AwieUe, Saak 

Fort Sin«»son, Mackenzie 





SFBING UCKATION 



LOCALITY 


NumbM 
record 


Avenie dite of 
ipriDf depirtuie 


Litat d>le of 
■piinc deputuie 


IUleigh,N.C 




April 6 










May II, 191 7 


Pittabuivh, Pa 




^ril.9 








May 17. 188s 


Renovo, Pa 




Mayio 


May 31, 1910 


Monistowa, N. J 




May 4 


May 18, 1917 


New Yorit City, NY 












Maya 




Genev8,N.Y 




May. 


May 7:1918 






May 9 


May 14, 1911 








May Ji, 1913 


Rutland, Vt 




Maya 


May8,i9i3 






April 37 


May 10, 1899 






April 18 
A^ril.9 


May 1, 1909 
May I, 1917 


Port Byron, His 




S^.;::::::: 




April 3S 


May s, 1900 




April 33 




Oberlin,Ohio 




May, 


May 20, 1917 








May 6, 1913 






April 14 
May 17 


May 3, 1907 
May 36, 1918 


SaultSte Marie, Mich.. 








April 39 


May 6, 1916 
May 3. 1904 
Apnl 30, 1897 






Keokuk, Iowa 

National, Iowa 




April 18 




April IS 










May 7. 1909 


Unity, Wis 

Lanesboio, Minn 






Apnl 30, 1913 






April 19, 1888 






April 35 


May 13, 1920 


St. Vincent, Minn 






May 3, 1897 





FALI 


MIGRATION 




LOCALITY 


Number 
"rKord 


"uil^lirri™* " 


Earliut diU ol 




3 


Stptomber j 
Seiitember iS 


September. 3, 1896 
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FALL UTGBATiON, Continued 



Lanesboro, Minn 

Unity, Wis 

MadiEOQ, Wis 

National, Iowa 

Keokuk, Iowa 

Toronto, Ont 

Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 

Ann Arbor, Mich 

YoungstowD, Ohio 

Oberlin, Ohio , ,, 

Sedan, Ind 

Chicago, Ills 

Pon Byron, Ills 

Athens, Tenn. 

Harvard, Mass 

Boston, Mass 

Providence, R. I 

Hartford. Conn 

Geneva, N. Y 

Orient, N. Y 

New YorL City, N. Y, 

Morristown, N, J 

Renovo, Pa 

Washington, D. C 

Raldgh,N.C 

Autaugaville, Ala 



September 34 
September to 
October 7 
October 14 
October 11 
September 30 
October 9 
October IS 
October ji 
October i 
October Q 
September 15 
SeptcnJler 17 
October 10 
September jj 
October 10 
October 7 
September 15 
September 28 
October 16 
October? 
October 13 
October 8 
October »i 
October 16 
October tp 



September 8, i3S8 
September ii, 1912 
S^tember 38, 1913 
September ig, 1918 
September 28, 1S96 
Slumber 2t, 1898 
October i, 1918 
September 22, 1918 
October 5, 1916 
Sqitember 10, 1900 
October 7, 1905 
August 30, 1906 
August 30, 1919 
September 39, 1909 
September 16, 1916 
S^tember 30, 1S86 
Sq)tember 22, 191 2 
August 31, 1909 
September s, 1915 
October 3, 190S 
September i, 1914 
October 4, 1914 
September 14, 
September 16, 
Octc^ier 14, 1895 
October 19, 1913 



903 



FALL MIGRATION 



Flagstaff, Alberta 

Fort Sinqnon, Madcenzie. 

Aweme, Manitoba 

St. Vincent, Minn, 

Minneapolis, Minn 

Lanesboro, Minn 

Unity, Wb 

Madison, Wis 

National. lotra 

Keoltuk, Iowa. 

OtUwa, Ont 

Toronto, Ont 

London, Ont 

Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.. . 

Ann Artior, Mich 

Youngstown, Ohio , 

Oberlin, Ohio 

Sedan, Ind 

Chicago, His. 

Port Byron, Ills 

Athens, Tenn 

North River, P. E. I 

St. John, N. B 

Scotch Lake, N. B 

Godbout, Quebec 



October 16 
October 6 

November 5 
November 12 
November 8 
November 13 
November 9 
November 8 
November 4 
November 16 
October 17 
October 31 
November iti 
October 20 
November 11 
November 19 
November s 
November s 
November 8 
November 13 
November 16 
October 1 
Octol>er 36 
October 15 



November 9, 1909 
October 13, 1859 
November 22, 1919 
November 29, 1896 
November 10, 1899 
December 3, 1S86 
November 2S, 1914 
November 36, 191 1 
November 13, 1915 
November 34, 1S96 
November 5, 1890 
November 5, 1904 
November 37, 1901 
October 31, 1930 
November 16, 1913 
December 25, 1916 
November 19, 1906 
November 25, 1891 
November 28, 1907 
November tS, 1914 
November 11. [90S 
October 4. 1SS7 
November 10, 1889 
December 37, 1907 
November 9, 1900 
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FALL inoRATioN, Continued 



LOCALITY 


Number 


Avcrut (Uu of 
liUlTepkitiin 


Sisis-.^ 


Monlred, Quebec 

Elkworth, Maine 

Rutland, Vt 

Boston, Mass 

Providence, R. I 

Geneva,N.y 

Orient, N.Y 

New York City, N.Y.. 

Renovo, Pa, 


■i 


October 14 
October 30 
November 10 

October 11 

November 13 

November 9 


November 8, 1908 

November 11, 1918 
December s, 191s 
November .5, 1899 
November 7, 1915 
Noveu^r as. HW 
Rare winter 
November ii, 1909 
November 16, 1897 



BRBWBR BLACKBIRD 
The Brewer Blackbird (Eupkagus cyanocephalus) takes the place of the 
Rusty Blackbird in the western United States. It ranges in western North 
America from southwestern Canada to Guatemala. It breeds north to centra) 
Manitoba, central Alberta, and central British Columbia; west to south- 
western British Columbia, western Oregon, and western California; south to 
northern Lower California, southern New Mexico, and central western Texas; 
and east to central Texas, western Kansas, eastern Nebraska, eastern Minne- 
sota, and casually to Wisconsin. It winters north to southemBritish Columbia, 
southern Montana, and Kansas; east to Louisiana and Arkansas; and south 
through the western United States to southern Mexico and Guatemala. It 
migrates east to Iowa, and casually to Illinois; and occurs accidentally in 
southeastern Ontario and South Carolina. 

SPRING UIGRATION 



Heron Lake, Mirai. , 6 April 14 April 7, 1889 

Elk Kiver, Minn 4 ^ril 13 April iS, 1917 

St. Vincent, Minn , 3 April 19 April t6, 1S99 

Onaga, Eans. . , 23 April 10 Feb. so, 1906 

Vermilion, S. Dak 3 March 24 March 9, 1911 

Grand Forks, N. Dak. 4 March 17 Feb. 13, 1914 

Charlson, N. Dak 3 April 32 April 17, 1913 

Avreme, Manitoba 19 April 9 Maich 28, 1910 

Indian Head, Sask 7 April ii April 8, 1905 

Eastend, Sask ; April 20 April 1 1, 1916 

Beulah, Colo iS April 25 April 16, 1917 

Denver, Colo 9 April 27 April 9, 1899 

Yellowatone Park, Wyo 2 May 3 April 37, 1915 

Rupert, Idaho 3 April 6 March 29, 1913 

Teriy, Montana 9 May 1 April ij, 1S94 

Great Falls, Montana 11 April 23 April 7, 1910 

Flagstaff, Alberta 6 April 23 April 16, 1913 

Edmonton, Alberta 4 April 29 April 10, 1910 

Okanagan Landing, B. C 9 April 6 March 13, 1908 
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The Migration of North American Birds 



FALL MIGRATION 



Okana^an Landing, B. < 

Big Sandy, Mont 

Rupert, Idaho 

Yellowstone Park, Wyo. 

BeuUh, Colo 

Eastend, Sask 

Aweme, Manitoba 

Forestburg, S. Dak 

Onaga, Kans 

St, \^cent, Minn 



Averue ditc of 

fallTeiwnurc 



Octohier 6 
November 13 
October 17 
October 14 
October iS 
November 7 
November ii 
November 13 
October T4 



Novemlier i-i, igig 
October 19, 1905 
November »4, 1^09 
November i, 1917 
November 3, ii)o8 
October JO, iQio 
November 13, 1901 
December is, 1905 
November 17, 1898 
October 20. 1897 



CASUAL RECORDS 

Mount Catmel, Ills December 4, 1866 

Delsvan, Wte April 14, 1910; June j, 1904 

Freistalt, Mo March i, 1885; November 7, 1 

Chester, S, C December 9, 1886; December i. 



Notes on the Plums^e of North American Birds 

BrXTY-BECOND PAPER 
By PRANK M. CHAPMAN 



Rusty Blackbird {Euphagus carolinus, Pigs. 1-4). The common name of 
this Blackbird is based on its winter plumage which is broadly tipped with 
rusty brown, largely concealing the black base of the feathers. 

In nestling plumage the sexes are alike, both being dull slate-color slightly 
washed with rusty. The postjuvenal (first fall) molt is complete and by it 
the birds pass into the first winter or 'rusty' plumage. As shown by Figs. 3 
and 4 the sexes are then superficially alike, but examination shows that the 
male is blacker than the female. The difference between them becomes more 
marked as the season advances and the rusty tips gradually wear oS, until, 
in April, the male, without gaining new feathers, has become glossy black 
(Fig. i), and the female (Fig. 2), slate-color with usually some trace of rusty. 

Brewer Blackbird {Eupkagus cyanocepkalus, Figs. 5, 6). In Brewer's 
Blackbird the rusty tips, which so strongly characterize the winter plimif^e 
of the Rusty Blackbird, are too small to aSect the appearance of the bird 
in nature, and at all seasons the male, after the postjuvenal molt, appears 
glossy black with the head and neck much bluer black than in the Rusty 
Blackbird. 

Even in the winter female the rusty color is not sufficiently pronounced 
to aeate a marked difference between winter and summer birds, and at all 
seasons the female differs from that of the Rusty Blackbird, much as our plate 
mdicates. 
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Bird-Lore's Twenty-second Christmas Bird Census 

BIRD-LORE'S Annual Bird Census will be taken as usual on Christmas 
Day, or as near that date as circumstances will pennit; in no case should 
it be earlier than December 13 or later than the 2jlh — ^in the Rocky Moun- 
tains and westward, December 20 to 25. Without wishing to appear ungrateful 
to those contributors who have assisted in making the Census so remarkably 
successful, lack of space compels us to ask each census taker to send only 
one census. Furthermore, much as we should like to print all the records 
sent, the number received has grown so large that we shall have to exclude 
those that do not appear to give a fair representation of the winter bird-Ufe 
of the locality in which they were made. Lists of the comparatively few spedes 
that come to feeding-stations and those seen on walks of but an hour or two 
are usually very far from representative. A census-walk should last four 
hours at the very least, and an aU-day one is far preferable, as one can then cover 
more of the different types of country in his vicinity, and thus secure a list 
more indicative of the birds present. Each report must cover one day only, 
that all the censuses may be comparable. 

Bird clubs taking part are requested to compile the various lists obtained 
by their members and send the result as one census, with a statement of the 
number of separate ones it embraces. It should be s^ed by all observers 
who have contributed to it. When two or more names are signed to a report, 
it should be stated whether the workers hunted together or separately. Only 
censuses that cover areas that are contiguous and with a total diameter not 
exceeding 15 miles should be combined into one census. 

Eaeh unustml record should be accompanied by a brief statement as to the 
idetttifUation. When such a record occurs in the combined list of parties that 
himted separately, the names of those responsible for the record should be 
given. Reference to the February numbers of Bikd-Lobe, 1901-11, will 
acquaint one with the nature of the report that we desire, but those to 
whom none of these issues is available may follow the form given below. 
The date is important, and the spedes should be given, in the order of the A. 
0. U. 'Check-List' {which is followed by most standard bird-books), with, as 
exactly as practicable, the number of individuals of each species recorded. 

Yonkere, N. Y. (to liionxville and Tuckahoe and back). — Dec. 25; 8 A.ii. to 4.30 P.m. 
Clear; j in. of snow; wind wcsl, light; temp. jS* at start, 43* at return. Eleven miles on foot. 
Observers together. Elerring Gull, 75; Bob-white, 13 (one covey); (Sharp-shinned?) Hawk, 
ij . . . Ruby-crowned Kinglet, i. Total, 37 species, about 470 individuals. The Ruby- 
etown was studied with 8x8 glasses at 30 ft.; eye-ring, absence of head-stripes and other 
points noted.— James Gates and John Rand. 

These records will be published in the February issue of Bird-Lore, and 
it is particularly requested that they be sent to the Editor (at the American 
Museum of Natural History, New York City) by the first possible mail. It will 
save the Editor much clerical labor if the model here given and the order of the 
A. 0. V. 'Check-List' be closely foOawed.—}. T. Nichols. 
(300) 
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Motts from JFielb anb .^Stubp 



Oaurio Note* 

Located od the Canadian side of Che 
Detroit River, we have maintained a leeding- 
station For birds for the post three winters. 
The first and second seasons we had only the 
Black-capped Chickadee, Doivny Wood- 
pecker, and the White-breasted Nuthatch. 



Then 






additi 



Juncos, the Cardinal Grosbeak, Blue Jays, 
and five American Crossbills, two males and 
three Females. The Crossbill; showed practi- 
cally no fear, and came intermittently for a 
month, gorging themselves OD sunflower seeds. 



age. The Warblers among them were ulteriy 
fearless, alighting on our hats, shoulders, and 
hands, pecking at the stone oF my ring and 
accepting tiles from our hands. 

.\mong the birds was a bat [they seem to 
migrate), and a Sparrow Hawk flying with 
the ship made Fmntic efforts to catch the 
birds on the deck. As wc approached within 
several miles of land, they all left hurriedly. 

Last summer from one to ihree Sparrows 
would trail the numerous Kobins on our lawn. 
Nearly every worm secured by a Robin 
would be instantly seized by the Sparrowi 



RED CROSSBILL 



They remained feeding on our shelves for 
longer periods than any other birds we have 
ever observed, frequently over an hour at a 
time. We succeeded in taking a number of 
pbotogrophs of them, one of which is pre- 
sented herewith. 

In September, several years ago, on board 
the ore steamer /. A. Farreil, in Lake Supe- 
rior, over 30 miles from any land, we awoke 
to bnd the decks of the vessel alive vdth birds, 
several hundred of them. We identified thir- 
teen species, not including any doubtful 
young birds which were in all stages of plum- 



and made off with while the Robin would 
patiently hunt another one. This was while 
the Robins were feeding their young, who 
must have suffered in consequence. 

The Sparrows follow the Cardinal to our 
feeding shelves, seeming to know they are 
immune while be is there. As be cracks grain, 
com or sunflower seed, they seize upon every 
piece he drops and sometimes seize pieces 
from his mouth, which he docs not resent. 

We have tried, unsuccessfully, todedmate 
the Sparrows, — Maby D. Pbrley, Ojibvay, 
Ontario, 
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The unusually mild weather of most ot the 
past winter may have had something to do 
with the presence, in January, of three Spar- 
rows that formerly we have seen only as 
spring and foil migrants, namely, on January 
13, itjai a Whitt-crowned Sparrow, and 
three days later, a White- throated Sparrow 
and Vesper Sparrow. Most surprisuig of all 
was a Western Lark Spanow, for these birds 
are normally summer residents here, arriving 
the last of March or first of April and leaving 
in September. On January 6, a warm sum- 
mer-like day, I first discovered him, appar- 
ently in the best of spirits, but a week later, 
after a 4-inch snow, he looked rather forlorn, 
cuddling one little foot in his feathers while 
he ate grass seeds. On February 13, 1 again 
saw him near the same place, and this time 
lie was unging the unmistakable song of his 
kind. 

There were two snows in February, and 
they were the occasions of many bird guests 
coming to our feeding-stations, which until 
then had been patronized only by Plumbeous 
Chickadees and one male Downy Wood- 
pecker. Texas Bewick Wrens surprised us 
by eating suet, bread-cnunbs, and nuts; bird 
seeds were enjoyed by Juncos, Field Spar- 
rows (perhaps the western subspecies), and a 
Lincoln Sparrow, while Cardinals liked all the 
eatables. It was a treat for our whole family 
to watch these fascinating visitors within a 
few feet of the window. One of the Juncos 
was curiously mottled with white spots on her 
head, back, and throat. We saw 'Speckles' 
February 7, 8, 15, 18, 10, 10, and 11. The 
IJncoln Sparrow came February 7, 8, la, and 
7$; it was rather bellicose and drove the 
gentle Field Sparrows away. These last were 
the tamest, dearest little birds, and they paid 
for their feasts by singing most enchantingly 
nn our grounds from February is till the 
middle ot March. 

Some of the migrants arrived this year as 
much as three weeks ahead of the dates last 
year, notably the Brown Thrasher, Vesper 
Sparrow, and Purple Matlin. Others were 
about a week early, for instance, the Cowbird 
and Bronzed Crackle; but cold weathei the 



last of March seems to have ddayed some 
species. As to nesting, a curious thing hap- 
pened with a pair of Bluebirds and two pairs 
ot Teias Wrens, (or they built their nesls in 
late February instead of the middle of March 
as usual, but they did not lay for several 
weeks, the first Bluebird's egg being found 
March 14, and as the Wrens still have eggs 
April 6, their date of laying could not have 
been much earlier. The Crows and En^ish 
Sparrows we have observed are slightly later 
this year than last, for in iQio we found four 
downy young of the former on March iS, and 
this year, live blind and naked young on 
April 4; while the first brood of half-grown 
English Sparrows was discovered March 20, 
in igio, and not until April 3, in iqii. One 
pair of Western Mourning Doves are unusu- 
ally early, having a full set of eggs about 
March 10. Last year we found no Robin 
nests till April, but this year two Robins 
were seen on nests March 33, and no less 
than six were incubating eggs the last day 
of this month. — Makca>et M. Nice, 
Norman, Okla. 



Minnesota Migration Notes 

Possibly an item in regard to date of fall 
migration in this vicinity nuiy be of interest. 

On August 10, the annual migration of 
Nighthawks occurred. I have noticed this 
on two previous years as occurring about 
August 15, when thousands went around this 
end of Lake Superior during the afternoon; 
all these noticed were within three-quarters 
of a mile of the lAke shore. 

On September iS, the Blue Jays went 
south in forc«, hundreds flying through my 

On October 3, small unidentified birds 
went south in numerous flocks, edged about 
by hundreds of Hawks. This seemed to be 
the main migration of the smaller birds. 

My home is about three-quarters of a mile 
from the lake, on the edge of the city, and all 
the birds above observed were seen between 
the house and the lake shore. Probably they 
bad followed the northeast shore to avcdd a 
long flight across the lake.— Homer Collins, 
DuluPi, MinH. 
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Notes from Field and Study 



AmericaD BEret* in New Jenej 

The appearance, in early September, of six 
American Egrets on the marshy banks of the 
Shrewsbury River has aroused an interest in 
water-birds among the bird students here, 
and their conspicuous size and white plumage 
did not fail to make them noticed by the 
children playing along the shore and by those 
rowing up the river. 

We were watching from the opposite bank 
a Great Blue Heron cautiously walking 
along the shore lined with cattails, then 
wading in the water tor fish, when, at a short 
distance, we could plainly see several large 
white birds. The little Italian boys, who 
have their playground here, informed us that 
they had been here for more than a week and 
that they were 'White Cranes.' 

The following day we again watched care- 
fully through our glasses and concluded, from 
the size, yeUow bill, and dark legs, that the 
birds could be nothing but the American 
Egret, which doubtless have wandered north 
alter the breeding season. 

The six birds stood quiet on the shore, 
flying to a safer distance only as some boat 
passed by. Then we watched one walk up 
to the Great Blue Heron, and it seemed an 
association pleasing to botfa. 

At this time of the year the birds are, of 
covirse, seen without their prized aigrettes, 
but their dze and white [duinage make them 
very striking.— Ablike B, Hooker, Rtd 
Bank, N. J. 

Scarcity ol Nighthawki 
A note on the above in BatD-LoBB of July 
and August, by Mr. Fred J. Pierce, drew my 
attention to the deplorable fact that it is not 
only in this district of the Arrow Lakes, B. C., 
that Nighthawks are becoming scarcer. 

I came to this country in May, 1913. That 
year Nighthawks were esped&lly abundant. 
In the evenings, and even during hot summer 
days, one could hardly look at any point of 
the sky without seeing several represented by 
small specks, floating high up in the azure 
vault. On June 37 of that year, I spent tbe 
night in Whatahan Valley. After dark the 
air seemed alive with these birds. One heard 
thdr cries proceeding from every direction. 
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accompanied by a continual drumming — the 
noise emitted by the bird swooping downward. 
That (all a vast number of them migrated 
south, and we looked forward to seeing them 
return in strength the following spring, but 
were wofulty disappointed. In tgn, very 
few visited these parts, and the same may be 
said of subsequent seasons. In the evenings 
three or four might be seen. 

Here the falling off in numbers was both 
very marked and very sudden. Appearing in 
vast numbers in the spring and summer of 
iqi3, in 1914 they had almost reached the 
vanishing point, and this scarcity has con- 
tinued. Perhaps there were a few more of 
them here this summer than in igi4 and the 
fallowing lean years, but it is a very alight 
increase, if any. 

What caused this sudden diminution. I 
have proof that forest 6res cause great havoc 
with the eggs and young, and the smoke 
hanging about a district during and after a 
fire causes the birds to temporarily leave the 
neighborhood, but forest Gres cannot entirely 
account for the great reduction in numbers 
of this graceful and attractive bird. — J. E. H. 
Kelso, M.D., Edftwood, Loaer Arrmi Lake, 
B.C. 

OHve-iided Flycatcher on Long Island 

On Saturday, Septembers, 1911,1 had the 
good fortune to see an Olive-aided Flycatcher. 
It came to our telephone wire, not to feet 
from our piazza, and stayed from twenty 
minutes to half an hour. We studied tbe bird 
well, even using our field glasses, though it 
was so dose. The flufiy feathers on the flank 
were very conspicuous. There were wing- 
bars. I am positive of our identification. I 
saw the bird again the next day, but not 
since. — (Mrs.) C. M. Lowerbe, SouthoU, 
N. Y. 

A Friendly Wood Pewee 

A friend and I had been for a cross-country 
walk and were coming down a hillside, watch- 
ing the birds, when my attention was sud- 
denly attracted by a Wood Pewce, which flew 
to a dead twig, not 3 feet above my head. I 
called my companion's attention to it, and 
as I ^Mike the bird darted at my bead, coming 



,iV^.OO'^[c 



304 Bird • 

so close thai I instinctively swerved. He 
flew back to his perch, and in a minute made 
another dart, almost brushing me with his 
wings. This time we realized that he dew at 
us purposely and lor a second feared we 
mightbesteppingonalittlebird. Wemoved, 
however, and the Pewee moved also, this 
time alighting on the ground almost at our 
Feet. He seemed utterly unafraid, gobbling a 
green bug or two as though showing his 
accomplishments and cocking hb head to 
look at us in most friendly fashion. Again 
and ^ain he circled around us or flew to our 
feet, until, Anally, I knelt, and, talking to 
him gently, held out my hand with one finger 
outstretched as a perch. For a few seconds 
he fluttered around me, then made a dart and 
pecked my finger with bis sharp little bill. 
Three times this happened, and each time he 
alighted not more than a loot or two from me. 
After more advances he flew to a high tree 
farther down the hill and we thought he had 
gone. While we stood watching a Warbler, 
however, he ri.-lumcd and this time brushed 
my finger with his wings. Our little flirtation 
{he really did flirt, alwa}-s keeping near mc 
and yet never perching on my finger as I 
coaxed him to do) must have lasted fully 
fifteen minutes, and it was only the fact that 



1 could not stay longer that ended our 'affair.' 
He was still watching me when my com- 
panion and I separated and t continued my 
way down the hill. — Beats ice Sawier 
KosSBLL, Albany, JV, V. 

Robin and Snake 



A few weeks ago my i 
tracted by the actions of a female Robin, 
apparently having difficulty in the killing of 
a large worm. On my approach she flew up 
in a neighboring apple-trtc, carrying a snake 
inheibilll She soon flew down onto the lawn 
again when, after some vigorous blows of her 
bill, the snake was killed It proved to be a 
common gaiter snake and measured > trifle 
over lo inches in length, with body well 
matured. Its neck had been broken. Is 
this unique? While I handled the snake the 
Robin perched on a fence about lo feet away, 
intently watching rae. 

Being much interested, I had proposed 
awaiting further developments, hut was 
unavoidably called away, and on my return, 
some time afterward, the snake could not be 
found. Query — Did the Robin take away 
the dead snake for food purposes? — W. A. 
MAasHALL, Rear Admiral, U. S, N. (Retired). 
Jamalmiti, R. I. 



THE SEASON 
XXVIII. August iS, 1921, to October 15, 1921 



Boston Region, — Evidences of the begin- 
ning of an unusually early autumn migration 
were apparent at the end of the period cov- 
ered by the summer report from this region. 
During the last two months the birds hai'e 
continued to pass through in an almost unin* 
terrupted stream, many species arriving 
briore their average dates and some species 
appearing in numbers far above normal. 
Perhaps the most striking event of the 
migration was the enormous number of Bhick< 
poll Warblers that, day after day, during 
September, passed southward, making leis- 
urely, but steady progress through whatever 
country afforded food and protection. A 
Blackpoll migration of such prominence has 



not been noted here for several years, and its 
magnitude is especially surprising this au- 
tumn because the bird was poorly repre- 
sented in its passage northward last spring. 
On four days in September, the ilith, iqth, 
loth, and 14th, the BlackpoUs sang freely, 
an occurrence of sufficient rarity to merit 
mention. It has often appeared to me that 
unusual behavior of this kind is not a local 
departure from the normal, but has its origin 
in some condition at work over a wide area. 
JuncoE and W^ite- throated Sparrows came 
early and are still well represented. In mid- 
September a flight of Towhees appeared in 
remarkable nimibers and surpassed any 
migration of this bird in recent yean. During 
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the fint h&U of October, Yellow-bellied Sap- 
suckers were unusually cominon. Promptly, 
on October i, the Myrtle Warbler replaced 
the BlackpoU, and the migrating Bluebirds 
b^an to fly overhead in the early morning, 
gi^'ing their soft call which is as character- 
istic of October as is the 'wink' note of the 
Bobcdink in the early hours of daylight in 

There has been no Mtt>n{/riu( to October iS. 

On October i6, in ths town ol Belmont. 
Mr. George Nelson and I had an experience 
which I wish we might have shared with bird- 
lovets. The morning was a favorable one 
for observing birds — waim and sunny, with 
no wind — and twenty-five to thirty species 
canK almost immediately under notice, but 
it was soon apTwrent that the bird most 
numerously represented was the Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet, a bird which is usually met 
with singly, or at most, not over two or three 
together. But here were half a dozen in the 
some tree and twice as many more within 
hearing, many scolding all about us and 
several singiiig a short variation of their song. 
We estimated, quite conservatively, that 
there were a huindred Ruby-crowns within a 
few hundred yards of each other, and even 
then we did not determine the limits of the 
gathering. Mr. Brewster says in "The Birds 
of the Cambridge Region,' p, 38a, "the . . . 
little birds are seldom very numerous, it 
being unusual to meet with more than three 
or four in the course of a single day; on 
exceptional occasions, however, I have known 
as many as a dozen or fifteen to be noted." 
I have never heard of an exception to this 
statement before.— WwsoR M. Tyler, 
LftxmgUm, Mass. 

New York Region. — Up to about S^p- 
tcmber lo, south-bound land-birds were 
recorded from near New York at very early 
dates. The height of the Blackpoll Warbler 
wave came about September 14, and a few 
Juncos, White-thioated Sparrows, aitd Brown 
Creepers had appeared here and there before 
the 30th. On about the 10th, however, the 
pendulum swung in the other direction, 
thereafter birds being late rather than early. 
Migration was slack from September 10 to 
October 3, but between the 3d and the Sth a 
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wave of birds of unusual magnitude passed 
through, perhaps reaching its crest on the 
night of October 4 to 5, when many Thrushes 
arrived. Although their advance guard was 
so early, the main flight of late Sparrows had 
yet to reach us in mid-October, White- 
throats and JuncoB having only just become 



Except for casual occurrences, the Hen- 
slow's Sparrow at Bridgehampton, L. I., 
September it, and Least Bittern at Shlnne- 
cock, September u (C. Johnston); the Yel- 
low Warbler and Yellow-breasted Chat in 
Central Park, October s (L. Griscom); (our 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Van Cortlandt 
Park, October 10 (L. N. Nichols), appear to 
establish latest dates for the New York 

As regards the abundance of various spe- 
cies. Tree Swallows were much in evidence 
throughout this period, not occurring in very 
large flocks for the most part, but streaming 
steadily overhead for hours. Sapsuckecs were 
unusually numerous, after the early October 
flight. Both species of Kinglets seemed more 
than normally numerous, so the scarcity of 
Golden-crowns, extending over several years, 
may be considered at an end. Myrtle War- 
blers became abundant on the morning of 
October 7; Red-breasted Nuthatches were 
universally distributed, but the writer ob- 
served no great numbers anywhere, and failed 
to And them In a favorable Long Island 
locality on October 16. 

On September 32, Mr. F. Kessler secured 
a Hummingbird which had flown into one 
of the laboratories of the American Museum 
of Natural History. It squealed angrily and 
continuously while he held it in his hand, and 
when liberated at an open window lost no 
time in taking its departure with the direct, 
rhythmical, slightly undulatory flight which 
migrating Hummingbirds en^iloy. 

The extent and character of the Blue Jays' 
migration is not fully known. Beyond a 
question, this bird is migratory, and yet cer- 
tain individuals in this latitude are strictly 
resident. Some years ago a pair nested early, 
close to the writer's house In Englewood, 
N. J., which he is convinced were among 
several birds that bad been led r^uiariy 
under his window during the preceding 
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winter. Thespcciesdoesnot ordinarilyoccur 
at Garden City, Long Isknd, which is an 

isolated stand of shade trees, surrounded by 
open plains unsuitable for them. Blue Jays 
do occur, however, in wooded areas some mile 
or two to the north and to the south. On 
the rnoming of October 3, and again on 
October S, two or tbree straggling Blue Jays 
were seen flj-inR over, headed South, unques- 
tionably migrating birds. 

A Mockingbird was observed at Garden 
City on October 9. The peculiar status of 
this bird on Long Island has been worked out 
from past records as follows. Casua) tran- 
sient in May (May 10); rare but generally 
distributed early fall transient, August 10 
(:oio, Napeague Beach, W. T. Helmuth) to 
September g (1917, Mastic, J. T. Nichols); 
less rare local winter resident October i (1S90. 
Thurston, 'Warbler' for 191,1) to March 35 
(191J, Garden City, J. T. Nichols).— J. T. 
NiCHOis, New York City. 

Pbiladelfhia Region. — The weather for 
the period under consideration has been any- 
thing but seasonable, unusually hot days 
prevailing. The temperature for September 
averaged warmer than for twenty-one years. 
October has been quite fall-like to date (Oc- 
tober 15) and the wooded sections are putting 
on their autumn dress, though many trees 
still are green. The first (rosl occurred 
October 13. 

About the usua] number of Gulls, Terns, 
and shore- birds were observed at Stone 
Harbor, N. J., August 14. Among the latter 
were a Piping Plovers, 1 Knot, and 10 Wil- 
lets. Two weeks later, at the same point, 
with Mr. Pumyea, this bunch of Willets had 
apparently been reduced to one bird, and 
that one was crippled. The rest of the birds 
no doubt had 'passed on' via the shotgun 
route, as the Yellow-leg season opened on the 
ijth. Two Turnstones were noted on this 
occasion. Of course, the comparative abun- 
dance of the shore-birds cannot be judged by 
two trips, so it may be well to state that 
Dowitchers, Yellow-legs, Willets, and Cur- 
lews have been repoited to have been excep- 
tionally plentiful. 

During September there seemed to be 
irdty of birds, especially War- 



blers and Sparrows. On September 11, at 
Pish House, N. J., no native Sparrows were 
teen, but t Red-eyed Vireo, i Black-and- 
white Warbler, and i Black-throated Green 
Warbler; at Cape May, N. J., September 18, 
(an all-day trip), 2 Chipping Sparrows, 
I Song Sparrow, 1 Towhee, i Myrtle Warbler, 
and 1 Maryland Yellow-Throat; at Cape 
May, N. J., September 15, 4 Savannah Spar- 
rows, 3 Song Sparrows, i Towhee, 4 Yellow 
Palm Warblers, and i Maryland Yellow- 
throat. Hawks, which are quite certain to 
be numerous at Cape May by the last week 
of the month, were also absent. In fact, the 
only refreshing sight of the day was a flock 
of perhaps 10,000 Tree Swallows which 
swarmed along the wires and over the tops of 
the bayberry bushes. Where were the birds? 
Had they sought out the more quiet and 
shady nooks to avoid the eicesdve heat? It 
is quite probable, and so, many were over- 
looked. 

Wth October came the great rush of later 
fall birds, some appearing in greater abun- 
dance than normally. TheRuby-andGolden- 
Crowned Kinglets, the erratic Bed-breasted 
Nuthatches, and the Brown Creepers were 
among these. On October 3, a Brown 
Creeper worked on the trunk of a poplar tree 
here in the city for a half hour, never going 
farther up than the lowest branches, then 
dropping to the foot to repeat the operation. 
After the Creeper left, investigation proved 
the bark of the tree to be infested with a dark- 
colored aphis. Every day since. Brown 
Creepers have been seen hitching their way 
up the tnmk of this tree. Evidently, the 
aphis is considered a delicate tidbit. 

A nimiber of birds have been somewhat 
latepassing South: Green Heron, October 11 ; 
Indigo Bunting, October u; Redstart, Octo- 
ber ig; Tree Swallows, October 16; Oven- 
bird, October 16 (all at Camden); Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird, October 9 (Cape 
May). 

Raptores were abundant at Cape May 
October q ; Turkey Vulture, 40 ; Marsh Hawlc, 
1; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 10; Cooper's Hawk, 
i; Broad-winged Hawk (P), 35 (too high to 
positively identity); Sparrow Hawk, 3; Os- 
prey, 6; Bald Eagle, 1; Duck Hawk, i. Two 
Pectoral Sandpipers were noted the tame day. 
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The fall wild fowl migTation is well under 
way. On September 75, 2 PinUils were seen 
and on October 9, long lines of Scoters 
streamed down the coast. On October 15, a 
newspaper reported a thousand Canada 
Geese on the beach at Cape May, Twenty- 
five Pied- billed and one Horned Grebe were 
noted at Fish House, N. J., on October i s- — 
JouAN K. Potter, Camdtn, N. J. 

Washington Region. — Ornithological in- 
terest about Washington during August and 
September, 1911, centered chiefly around an 
unusually early migration of northern birds. 
The chief autumn migratory movements in 
this vicinity take place during the period 
extending from the middle of August to mid- 
October, and while the general time of tbb 
migration has been practically the same this 
year, many of our transients and winter 
visitors have been earlier in their first south- 
ward movements. This was particularly ob- 
servable among the Warblers, for some of 
these came in August, far ahead of their 
normal appearance. Such were the Chestnut- 
sided and Golden-winged Warblers, noted at 
Chevy Chase, D. C, August 13, by Dr. A. 
Wetmore and Mr. B. H. Swales; and the 
Canadian Warbler, observed at Plummer 
l^and, Md., on August 14, by Dr. Wetmore. 
Furthermore, one Warbler broke all former 
records for early appearance — the Bay- 
breasted Warbler, found by Mr. B. H. Swales 
at Chevy Chase, D. C., on August 17, the 
previously earliest autumn arrival of which is 
September t, 1S96. Still another, the Myrtle 
Warbler, seen on August 14, at Alexandria, 
by Miss Katharine H. Stuart, was a fuU 
month in advance of its previously earliest 
arrival, September 14, 1918, except for a 
single record of August 7, 1859. 

Two other species were reported earlier 
than ever before in the autumn: the Lesser 
Yellow-legs, seen August 15, at Hunting 
Creek, Va., by Miss Katharine H. Stuart, the 
hitherto earliest record of which is August 
II, 1894; and the Philadelphia Vtreo, found on 
September 4, by Dr. A. K. Fisher, at Plum- 
mer Island, Md., this being three days ahead 
of its fonnerly earliest record of September 7, 
1919, made also by Dr. Fisher. 

Induced perhaps by the very warm weather 
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of September, at least three summer residents 
tarried longer than ever before. These were 
the Bam Swallow, seen on September ij by 
Mr. F. C. Lincoln along the Anacostia River, 
advancing by two days its hitherto latest 
record of September ai, igao; the Purple 
Martin, noted also on September 3^ by Mr. 
Lincoln in the same locality, the latest pre- 
vious occurrence of which is likewise Sep- 
tember 31, 1920; and the Yellow-breasted 
Chat, reported by Mr. C. H. M. Barrett, from 
Anacostia, D. C, on September 19, one day 
later than its very latest previous record, 
September 18, 1906. 

The Pileated Woodpecker, always a rare 
species about Washington, was seen on Sep- 
tember II, by Dr. A. K. Fisher, on Plummer 
Island, Md. This locality is one of the few 
in out region from which this bird has been 
reported during the last twenty-five yeats, 
and indications point to its breeding in the 
neighborhood of this island. 

The American Egret was reported by 
Dr. A. K. Fisher, on the Potomac River, near 
Washington, on August w). This Heron is 
apparently less frequent of late years than 
formerly, although seen at least once practi- 
cally every summer. The Little Blue Heron 
was noted on the Potomac River, in the 
vidnity of Washington, by Dr. A. K. Fisher, 
on August 5, but did not appear to be as 
common this summer as usual. The Red- 
breasted Nuthatch, which was practically 
absent from Washington during the autumn 
and winter of 1930-11, has already put in an 
appearance, and, it is hoped, will be normally 
numerous this winter. 

The Bobolink, here regarded as one of the 
most popular autumn game-birds, was pres- 
ent in exceptionally large numbers during 
the first two weeks of September, and several 
thousands were observable abnost every day 
on the marshes of the middle portion of the 
Anacostia River. By the 35th of the month, 
however, they had practically disi^peared, 
leaving only a few scattered individuals to 
represent the former great flocks. — Harsy 
C. Obekholseb, Biclogkai Surrey, Wash- 
ingfon, D. C. 

Oberun, Ohio Region. — An exception- 
ally dry summer was followed by an excep- 
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tionally wet August and September, so that 
the vegetation took on a fresh growth. Frost 
held off until the night of October i j. Even 
this was not a killing Frost, so that at the end 
of the period covered in this report there was 
no thinning of the foliage. 

The first marked inff (U of m igran ts occurred 
about September t. Warblers of many spe- 
cies were present during the interval between 
this first wave and the begiiuung of the storm 
period which culminated in the frost of Octo- 
ber 13. On the t)th, they were especially 
numerous. A few White-throats and White- 
crowns and Hermit Thrushes arrived about 
the 7th, but the bulk of these species came on 
the front of the storm which began on the 
loth and ended on the nth. One ol the 
interesting features of this storm, which was 
accompanied by high wind and some pellet- 
snow, was that it seemed to drive the smaller 
birds away from the lake-shore woods and 
thickets well inland. Many of the Sparrows 
and most of the Warblers, except the Myrtle, 
and the Hermit Thrush were driven out of 
the region entirely. But no new migrants 
came in. Chimney Swifts survived the 
storm, and were in their usual numbers after 
it had passed. In the two preceding years 
the Swifts have gone south by the middle of 
September. This year most of the Swallows 
had left the Kgiaa by the middle of Septem- 
ber, only stragglers remaining. 

On the whole the birds have reflected the 
weather — remaining later than is their cus- 
tom, very likely because they have found food 
abundant in the dense foliage, and because 
they have not felt the pinch of cold. But the 
dense foliage has made bird-study difficult. — 
I.YHDS Jones, Obtrlin, Ohio. 

CmcAGO Region. — This region can report 
three nesting records, even at this late date. 
Mr. B. T. Gault writes, on Ai^ust it, "Saw 
a female Cardinal feeding a young bird just 
out of the nest. An old and apparently 
abandoned nest just shortly afterward caught 
my eye and thinking it might have been 
occupied by the Cardinals, out of pure curios- 
ity I inspected it, and in doing so flushed a 
female Towhee from her two fresh eggs." 
Dr. R. D. Paul reports a Mourning Dove's 
nest with young at Palos Park on September 



II. Every year I hear of one or more late 
Dove's nests, and for this reason believe that 
the opening of the bunting season on these 
birds should be extended until at least Sep- 
tembe* 15; it now opens September r in 
min^s- 

Among the shore-birds the most important 
record is that of the Bufi-breasted Sandpiper. 
Mr. G. P. Lewis observed two at the Lincoln 
Park beach on August 23 and September 4.3. 
II, and 15; Mr. B. T. Gault also studied a 
bird at close range on September q; and the 
writer took a female at Beach, Ills., on Octo- 
ber I. These appear to be the first records 
for this sUte since 1S9S. 

Other shore-birds reported from Lincoln 
Park by Messrs. Gault and Lewis are: Red- 
backed Sandpiper, September 4; Knot, Sep- 
tember II and 13; G<dden Plover, September 
13, 18, and October 2. Pectoral, Least, Scmi- 
palmated, and Spotted Sandpipers, Black- 
bellied and Semipalmated Plover, Turn- 
stones and Sanderiings were seen here during 
the latter part of August and all through 
September. Solitary Sandpipers were re- 
ported twice from the Desplaines River and 
Upland Plover from Palos Park. A flock of 
Black-bellied Plover has been at Beach since 
August iS, when two males in summer plum- 
age were seen. On September 17, I crawled 
behind a log and watched twelve of these 
birds, three adults and the rest birds of the 
year. They were last seen on October 9. 
Besides the Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Sander- 
lings were the only migiant shore-birds noted 
here. Two Semipalmated Plover and a small 
flock of Semipalmated Sandpipers stayed on 
a mud flat behind a breakwater in Evanston 
from August 21. to September xj. Other 
birds were occasionally foimd with them. 
some Spotted Sandpipers, once a Sanderling 
and again a Green Heron in the grass nearby. 

The firet Warblers were reported August 
! I , from River Forest, nine species being seen, 
including one Golden-winged Warbler. The 
zSth at Beach the writer found Baybreasts. 
BlackpoUs, and Redstarts common, with a 
few Black and White and one Magnolia. 
August 31, Tennessee, Blackbumian, and 
Wilson's were added to the list from Glen 
Ellyn. September 4, a Prairie Warbler was 
seen at WiUow Springs (G. P. Lewis). They 
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continued to pus through during September 
in taifly even numbers, and October i6 found 
a few Myrtle and Palm still lingering. A 
Warbling Vireo was reported in Humbolt 
Park August 30 and 31, and Philadelphia and 
Blue-beaded Vireos there September 13 
(B. T. Gault); also a Blue-beaded at Palos 
Park on the 15th. 

The rest of the migration moved along as 
usual. A little cold snap started some of the 
Ducks flying but at this writing the weather 
is wanu again and no more are coming in. 
The third week in S^tember saw Kinglets, 
Brown Creepers, J uncos, and Hermit 
Hirushes here and the next week White- 
throated and Tree Spanows and YelloW' 
bellied Sapsuckers appeared. The Red- 
breasted Nuthatch, which is an irr^ular 
migrant, te rather common this fall. A large 
migration of Sharp-shinned Hawks appeared 
on September 14, seen at Beach by Dr. C. W . 
G. Eifrig and by the writer at Evanston. 
There were probably a few Pigeon Hawks 
among them; onefound dead at Beach, Octo- 
ber 16. Numerous Short-eared Owls seen at 
Beach during October, also one at Lincoln 
Park. 

More uncommon species reported are: 
Caspian Tern, Llnciiln Park, September 5; 
Harris's Sparrow, near Jackson Park, Sep- 
tember 13 (G. P. Lewis); BickneU's Thrush, 
Hii;bland Park, September 13 (H. K. Coale); 
Bam Owl, Fabs Park, September 12 (Dr. 
R. D. Paul) ; Tufted Titmouse, River Forest, 
September ijjMontanaJunco, September 23 
Humbolt Park; Double-Ci ted Cormorant 
and Duck Hawk, October 1, at Lincoln Poric 
(B. T. Gault); Purple Finch, August 38, and 
Short-billed Marsh Wren, October 3,at Beach 
(C.C. Sanborn). 

The northern birds seem to be coming a 
little earlier this year; Crossbills were seen at 
Beach on August 31 by Mr. S. S. Gregory and 
on October 3 by the writer; also Pine Siskins 
there on October 9. The Red-headed Wood- 
pecker generally stays all winter when the 
acorns are plentiful, as they are this year, and 
they are reported from the dunes to be busily 
storing them under the bark and in the cracks 
of the trees.— Colin Campbell Sanbobm, 
Chairman of Report CommUUe, Chicago 
OrnitMolagitai Sodtty. 
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Itasca Statb Pabk Region, Minn. — 
Augtal ij lo September ij. The weather 
throughout this period continued unusually 
warm, and no severe frost occurred as is 
usual here at this time of year. There were 
only two or three really cool days and only 
one cold night, August ao, when the tem- 
perature fell to 34*. However, by September 
I, in spite of the absence of frost, a black 
ash tree here and there along the shore of the 
lake showed a tinge of ydlow, early for this 
tree, which is usually one of the last to turn ; 
the long-beaked hazel bushes were shediUng 
their russet leaves; the giant brakes, so 
abundant in the undergrowth of the forest, 
were yellow and brown; and an ocra<ionul 
vivid patch of brilliant scarlet lev-aled the 
Virginia creeper in its autumnal gloiy. The 
last days of August and early September 
brought the usual gorgeous display of wild 
asters of many kinds and many hues, so wpI 
come just at this time when mo=t of thf othei 
wild flowers are parsing awaj'. An espe- 
cially beautiful and densely flowered violet- 
blur species filled all the open places, while 
the forest shades harbored the large-leaved 
aster, the great sterile leaf-clusters of which 
are such a conspicuous feature of all the 
woodland undergrowth in this region. The 
dainty rose-colored geiardia and the bright 
blue lobdia were in full bloom in mid-August 
on the sandy shores of De Soto Lake in the 
southern part of the Park. They, with a few 
other late-flowering plants, form a beautiful 
fringe just above the water line. The wild 
rice was ripe and falling by August 30, and the 
abundant yiekl this year promised a goodly 
feast for the birdi. 

By August 15 all the local breeding Black 
Terns had gone. Several through migrants 
were seen a little later, the last on the 33d— 
all in the white plumage. Crested Flycatchers 
so common here, were to be encountered in 
mid-August in little parties of six or seven, 
evidently broods that had kept together, 
wandering through the woods and being 
partly cared for by the parents. A male 
Connecticut Warbler was seen on August 
15. We were too late thb year to resume our 
hunt for the nest of this elusive bird which 
may be found in June breeding ia nearly 
every tamarack and spruce swanqi. On 
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August i6 Chimney Swilts and Tree Swal- 
lows were migrating, the latter in flocks 
feeding over the rushes and rice along the 
lake-shores. Red-eysd Vireos were still 
feeding broods of youni;, out of the nest, as 
late as Auj^ust 19. On the latter date. Sap- 
suckers, old ajid young, and one Humming- 
bird were seen drinking sap from borings in 
several birch trees in the same grove where 
they were found similarly engaged two years 
ago. The trees then in use, large birches 
tapped 15 feet from the ground where the 
first limbs were given off, are all dful now. 

The first advance couriers of the great 
southward movement of Nighthawks that 
annually takes place through the Park ar- 
rived on August 10, From that date until 
the igth they were passing daily in even 
greater numbers than usual, and on several 
days there were almost unbroken Sights 
from early morning until dark. On the even- 
ing of the 14th a gathering of several hundred 
assembled over the larger part of the lake 
and imtil dusk the air was filled with the 
great, whirling mass of birds. 

About August 12, Ducks began to appear 
00 Itasca Lake, where there had been none 
since our arrival, August i. From this time 
they increased in numbers, chiefly Wood 
Ducks and Mallards with a few Blue-winged 
Teal, but were at no time numerous. They, 
in common with flocks of Red-winged Black- 
birds that came about the same time, fed in 
the fringe of wild rice that encircled the lake. 
Loons were much less frequent thb year 
than formerly. The first seen on the lake 
was an old bird accompanied by a half- 
grown young one on August 17. An im- 
mature Red-necked Grebe was seen on the 
tjd, the first record for this species in the 
Park. 

A single Yellow Warbler was seen on Au- 
gust [9, the first time that it has been found 
in the Park during the summer months. It 
occurs sparingly in the spring migration, 
and it is a surprising fact that a bird so 
abundant everywhere in the state should be 
entirely absent during the nesting season 
from this large area where there are many 
places well suited to its wants. The Chest- 
nut-sided Warbler, so similar in habits, is a 
tegular breeder. 



On August 14, a family of four Ospreys 
were seen at Elk Lake, the young birds evi- 
dently having only recently taken wing as 
they occasionally relumed to the ne^t to 
rest there awhile. On the same date, a lone 
Great Blue Heron was fishing on the lake 
shore, probably a migrant from farther 
north, as the inhabitants of the two con- 
siderable heronries in the Park bad all left 
before August i. 

One day late in August, sliteen Turkey 
Buszards were seen soaring in company, 
which number about represents the total 
late summer population of this bird for the 
Park. Year after year the count varies but 
little. They are very local and sociable in 
their habits at this time of year, and though 
scattered somewhat during the day they 
assemble nightly to rooBt together in the 
trees on one particular point. 

On the last day of August came the first 
migrating flocks of Robins and from this 
time until we left, September 13, the Park 
was full of them. After September 6 they 
were joined by countless Flickers, which, as 
they too fed on the ground, were often 
mingled with the Robins as though flocking 
together. 

Foiu- belated Martins were seen flying 
about over the lake on September 7. 

Minneapolis Region. — September 14 to 
October ij. The fall thus far has been mild, 
with no killing frost In this locality. From 
October 3 to 11, the temperature feU at night 
almost to the Ireeaing point and there were 
Fairly heavy white frosts sufficient to kilt 
outside of the city such sensitive garden 
flowers as dahlias and scarlet sage, but the 
weather since has been warm and almost 
summer-like. 

Circumstances have prevented the writer 
being much afield this fall, but retorts from 
others indicate that the migration has con- 
tinued, as it began, ten days or more ahead 
of the normal. Two Blackbumian Warbteis 
at Minneapolis, on July 31, reported by Mrs. 
Judson L. Wicks, could be accounted for only 
as early south-bound migrants, as this bird 
breeds in Minnesota only in CaitatHan asso- 
ciations. She dso reported newly hatched 
young Song Sparrows as late as August 13. 
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Local Ducks, mostly Mallards and Blue- 
winged Teal, were plentiful od the opening 
days <rf the season and limit-bags were made 
by hunteis all over the state. But after the 
Gist two ot three days' widespread bom- 
bardment, most of the Ducks not killed leEt, 
and since that time the shooting has been 
ratber poor. A few Canvasback Ducks have 
been at Heron Lake recently but for the 
most part the northern birds have not come 
down yet. Mr. Alfred Peterson, a corres- 
pondent at Pipestone, in southwestern Min- 
nesota, wrote October lo: "This is a re- 
markable year for Widgeon in South Dakota. 
1 never saw so many of them before." There 
ue no recent records of this bird nesting in 
Uinnesota and it is commonly regarded here 



On October ii, the first White-crowned 
and Harris' Sparrows and Golden-crested 
Emglets were seen at Lake Minnetonka by 
Mr. F. W. Commona. White-throats had 
been abundant for some time. — Thos. S. 
Roberts. Zeological Uustum, Unitersily oj 
Mimiesoki, UinneafioHs, Minn. 

Kansas City Region. — Tema, Pied- 
Ulled Grebes, two Cormorants (Double- 
crested), numerous shore-birds, together 
with a few straggling Pintiuls and Blue- 
winged Teal, were recorded by William 
Andrews during early and middle August. 
From his favorable station in the Eton Bend 
of tbe Missouri River, below Kansas City, 
be was able this year to record an unusual 
invasion of Little Blue Herons, a southern 
spedes seen here only for a limited period 
between August 15 and September 15. 
Greater numbers tban usual of both mature 
birds and the pure white juveniles were seen. 
The first to appear were a few of the immature 
while birds on August 10, foUowed during 
the next week by both old and young in 
«ame numbers. This early date was also 
marked by a flight <rf Least Terns (happily 
increasing), and numbers of Great Blue 
Herons, eighteen being seen feedmg on a bar 
at one time. Between August 11 and 17 
Kingbirds were numerous, and though insect 
prey was varied and abundant, these birds 
preferred the dogwood berries beloved of 
most of our common song-birds. Mr. 



Andrews states that thte Bight of Kingbirds 
devoured the entire crop of dogwoixl berries 
on the wooded blufis between Courtney and 
Eton, leaving the hordes of later-arriving 
Robins to seek elsewhere for their favorite 
f rmt or eat leas deurable fare. From August 
19 to 34, mixed flocks of Terns were nimierous 
on the river. Mr. Andrews knows these 
birds well and identified the Caspian, Com- 
mon, Black, and Least, aiul thinks it likely 
that Forster's were among them. Between 
August 15 and September g, small Grebes, 
jieveral Terns, Herring Gulls, Pintails, Blue- 
winged Teal, Bank and Bam Swallows, 
Martins, Blue Jays, and Bluebirds formed 
the procession, and on the last named date 
migrating Hawks of several q>ecies passed. 
On the nth, Mr. Andrews noted 78 flocks of 
Blue-winged Teal of from 10 to a 100 birds 
to a Sock. On the iStb, the Pelicans (White, 
of course), nearly a thousand strong, arrived 
about on schedule. The first few Mallards 
and a fli^t of Maish, Pigeon, and Red- 
tailed Hawks were noted on the iSth. During 
tbe next ten days there were numerous 
flights of all tbe more common n'ater- and 
shore-birds and Hawks. 

Mr. Andrews states that on September jg 
there were rafts of Blue-winged Teal in sight 
of bis cabin, which he estimated to contain 
10,000 birds. Knowing the habitual and 
safe conservatism of this observer it can 
well be imagined that many more than thb 
number were present 

The first flocks of MaUaids of any size 
came In on October i, and the first Canada 
Geese and Widgeon (Baldpate) were noted 
on the Sth. Mr. Andrews states further that 
he has never before seen such great conqtanies 
of migrating Blue Jays as during Ute Sep- 
tember and early October of the present year; 
and that the Ruby-throat remained later this 
fall than for many years past. 

Notes for the cunent period other than 
those furnished by Mr. Andrews are indeed 
meager. The writer noted that the per- 
sistent Dickcissel was not heard singing after 
the second week in August. This seems eariy 
but records for previous years are not 
available. It was also noted that the last 
bird of the prairie r^jons to liecome silent 
is Bell's Vireo, in song until late September. 
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On only one aighl thii (all « 
favorable for hearing night migranU. The 
evening of September 4 was warm aod still 
with low-banging rain-clouds, and about 9 
o'clock the piping of shore-birds and the 
squawking of Herons began, with <Kxasional 
notes of other birdt interspersed at long 
intervals. The passing throngs were travel- 
ing over the prairie regions and were heard 
until long aiter midnight. 

From September 16 to ig, the usual heavy 
migistioii of Nightfaawks, Robins, Meadow- 
larks, Bluebinb^ and other oomtnon spedes 
occurred, with the Robins singing and cack- 
ling as in spring. 

The first migrant Sparrows noted were 
several flocks of Song Sparrows on October 
10. Thb is about an average date. The fine 
weather continues in this region, and the early 
cold storms in the North have caused no 
unusual or noticeable effect on migration this 
far south. — Hakby Hakiis, Kansas City, Mo. 

Denver Region. — The past eight weeks 
have given the writer some plea^iant surprises 
in the bird line in this regitm. 

A Red-ni^»ed Sapsucker was seen in a park 
adjacent to his home on October 8 and 9. 
This subspecies is more or less commcM be- 
tween the foothills and timber, but is seldom 
seen cm the plains early in October, hence the 
surprise over finding it here at this time. 
The writer has never before detected this 
bird withui Denver, and knows of no pre- 
vious record of its occurrence in the city. The 
Creeper (Rocky Mountain form) is not (x>m- 
mon in Colorado, and, as a rule, comes down 
from the 'hills' only in extremely cold 
weather. The writer's records show that he 
has noted it in this r^on only during the 
winter months, December, January, and Feb- 
ruary. Nevertheless, one was seen in Chees- 
man Park (Denver) on September 27, another 
on October 9 and two on October 11, all 
in the same park. While watching the bird 
of October 9, the wiiter was astonished to 
hear it sing, the song being somewhat similar 
to that of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet. He 
bad never before, in more than forty years' 
experience, heard this species sing. The song 
heard this fall was somewhat siitular to that 
described by Brewster, 



Waxwings are Cobtado's most erratic 
visitors. The writer has seen the Cedar 
Waiwing in Colorado on but four diSerent 
occasions since 1S93, to wit, in r9o6, 1919, 
and 1910. On Sqitember 25, six individuals 
of this species were seen in his ytxd, where 
they lingered a fen minutes and dis^q>eared, 
and have not yet reappeared. All were 
young of the year. On the same date, two 
Poorwills were Bushed in Cheeaman Park. 
This is noteworthy because the writer has 
never before seen the species in Denver 
during the fall migration. 

Eadi fall the Robin migration through this 
region has t>een mote and more impressive 
in demonstrating that this spedes passes 
over the area in successive great waves. On 
August 26, most of our local Robins had 
ai^Mrently departed. The striking scardty 
of Robins noted at that date continued until 
September i, when the species appeared in 
large numbers over night, eq>ecially in our 
dty paik:s. In thb wave there were a gremt 
many individuals patently to be dajsihed 
as of the eastern subspecies, though the 
western form was, itaturally, in the majority. 
Then, for a few days (until September 7), 
Robins were agam relatively scarce, but from 
the 7th to the loth, each day brought many- 
more. Near the writer's home there is an 
old n^lected cemetery, located on one of the 
highest points in the dty; from it (me has an 
unobstructed view for miles to the south, the 
west, and the north, in fact; the eye here can 
follow a chain of mountain peaks from Pike's 
Peak to Long's Peak, a line more than one 
hundred miles in length. In the late after- 
noon and up to evening twilight Robins in 
flocks, never very large, can be seen passing 
constantly over this eminence, winging as 
true a south course as though conqiass-con- 
trolled. During each Robin wave this fall 
this highly interesting sight has been spread 
before the eye. The days of September 21, 
33, IS) ^> ">'' 3° ^^ great assemblages of 
Robins feeding in our parks during daylight, 
with the usual southward departure at 
twilight. 

In these last Robin waves none of the 
eastern form was noted. October 1 brou^t 
decidedly lower temperatures; no Robins 
were seen where there had been hundreds. 
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The Yellow Warbler must travel on a, very 
rigid schedule; for many yeais past its latest 
date in Denver has been August ig, or jo; 
this y«ar it was August 31. The Black- 
headed Grosbeak b ofteo seen here as late as 
September 10; this year all seem to have left 
by August i8. 

Waibleis have been very scarce here this 
fall: the Pileolated was seen od August 29, 
and on September 4, and 15; Townsend'son 
September 30; Vitgiiua's on September S; 
Orange-crowned 00 September 24; Audubon's 
on several days during the last week of 
September and today (October 15). All 
these individuals were seen in our parks, and 
on October S, the writer saw an Audubon's 
Warbler in the heart of the city on some trees 
OKMsite the U. S. Mint And a single Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet was noticed in the same 
trees on September 26, attention being 
attracted to it by its weak attempt at its 
iimunersong. 

Our Thrushes have been irregular in ap- 
pearing in the r^on; the Olive-backed 
arrived on Scptemt>er 8 and was again seen 
on October i, while Audubon's Hermit 
Thru^ was noted on September 15 and im 
October 14. 

Sin|^ bdividuaJs of the following species 
or subspecies were detected in or about 
Denver as follows: Cassin's Vireo on Sep- 
tember 8; Rock Wren on September lo; 
Green-tailed Towhee on September 11; and 
Townsend's Soliture on September 8. 

The Gray-headed Junco arrived here for 
its usual winter residence on September 14, 
and the Pink-uded Junro not until October 8; 
these two being the only winter Juncos which 
have reached us so far. A Slate-colored 
Junco was seen on October 9; this spedes is 
more or less a straggler in Colorado. 

The House Wren was last noticed on Sep- 
tember 13, the Plumbeous Vireo on Sep- 
tember 31, the Wood Pewee on Septembers], 
the Westem Tanager and the Warbling Vireo 
cm September lo. 

Bronzed Grackles were seen feeding on the 
fruit of the so called 'russian dive,' much to 
the writer's surprise, as this fruit is passed 
over by most, if not all of our other birds. 

The season has been one of unbroken 
dear weather, with cool nighLs. and with no 



precipitation except a slight fall of snow on 
the night of October 6; all traces of this had 
disappeared by the following night. Hie 
writer has seen more different spedes here 
during the past eight weeks than he expected 
to encounter considering the mild weather, 
but fewer individuals of all sorts except 
Robins. — W. H. Bebctold, Denver, Colo. 

San FKANasco RKCION.-^The withdrawal 
of summer birds seems practically a>mplete; 
only an occasional Allen's Hummingbird 
contests the right of the Anna's to corner the 
supply of nectar. The l^eolated Warbler 
was last seen Sqitember $, the Russet- 
backed Thrush, September 11, and the Blark- 
headed Gro^ieak and Westem Flycatcher, 
September ii. There is stitl a possibUity, 
however, that the Flycatcher and the 
Warbler may be recorded again. 

The winter birds so far noted are Town- 
send's Warbler (September ij. Dr. Grinnell), 
Golden-crowned Sparrow (September 18), 
Audubon's Warbler (September ;g). Hermit 
l^irush (September ag, Mrs. Kelly), Inter- 
mediate Sparrow, Sierra Junco, Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet, and Shaip-shinned Hawk 
(October I, Mr. Storer), and Fox Sparrow 
(October j). 

Among the transients seen were the Lewis's 
Wdodpecker (October i, Mr. Strong), West- 
em Tanager (September 4), ood Westem 
Gnatcatcber (September 19). Unusual birds 
seen on the campus of the University of Cali- 
fotnia were the Bam Swallow (August 24), 
and the Western Beltid Kingfisher (Au- 
gust 10 and September 7). 

Mrs. Kelly's notes on the shore birds in 
Alameda show that the main migration of 
Curlews and Semi-patmated Ploveis b^an 
July 19 and ended about August ?g. Willets, 
seen first on Jidy 24, are still plentiful on 
October 11, the fiocks running up to sixty. 
Marbled Godwits came in about July 39, but 
were most abundant during September. 
Dowitchets were seen first on July 31 and 
were numerous until September j6. Western 
Sandpipers have the longest season. They 
were seen first on July 19 and continued 
abundant throughout the period. The first 
Red-backed Sandpiper was noted on Oc- 
tober S, and the Black-bellied Plover, which 
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was rare from July 31 lo Sqitember 6, is be- 
coming toore abundant. On September 15, 
Phakropes were abundant on the bay, and on 
October 9 both Northern and Red PfaaUropes 
were taken by Mr. Strong at Bichmond. — 
AuBUA Sanboim AlXEK, Berkeley, Calif. 

Los Ancilbs Region. — Mid-Aupat 
showed some southward movement among 
land-biids, a few Flycatchers, Lutescent 
(Dusky?) Warblei^ and one young Robin 
with spotted bieaat appearing in a Paaadena 
gaiden on the 15th. August 14, iS, and 11 
brought reports of Dusky Poorwills in abun- 
dance in several foothill caDons. August 18, 
three Purple Martins and twenty Violet 
G/een Swallows, apparently weary from long 
aight, rested at Echo Park. A pair of West- 
ern Bluebirds that bave returned for several 
seasons to a certain feeding-table on the iSth, 
this year delayed their coming until the loth. 
August ai, Purple Martina were again seen 
about the building at sjs Broadway. Very 
large numbers of Cliff, Bam, and Bank Swal- 
lows were gathered in marshes near the coast 
Septembers. 

Costa's Hummingbirds were recorded for 
the last time on September 5; Orioles, Sep- 
ten^Ter 6, and Western Kingbirds, Sep- 
tanberii. 

Chickadees descended to Batons Cahon 
and other localities about Pasadena early in 
September. A Green-tailed Towhee and a 
RuBset-bat^ed Thrush were among the mi- 
grants that made a brief sti^ in a garden 
there. Lawrence and Willow Goldfinches 
visited the sunflower patches with the GreeU' 
backs. Gambei's Sparrows established an 
ea/ly record for return, appearintc on Sep- 
tember 9, 14, and r6> By the list they were 
abundant. Pipits were first recorded 
September ii, the Kinglet and the Hennit 
Thrush Sqttember 30. Audubon's Warblers 
and Foi Sparrows October 1. Violet-Green 
Swallows were again seen September at, and 
on the same date a wave of Warblers was 
recorded, Townsend's being most numerous 
among those noted. Western Tanagers and 
Phainopeplas were also abundant. Tanagers 
were again seen, with many Warblers on 
October 3. 

A correspondent reports from Bear Valley, 



San Bernardino Mountains, in late August, 
the great abundance of Chipfung Sparrows, 
Robins, and Western Bluebirds. California 
and Cassin Purple Finches and tbe Green- 
tailed Towhee were abundant, and ^^rge 
flocks of roving raion Jayl were also en- 
countered Brewer's Sparrows were seen 
only on the north or desert slopes of the 
mountains. A list from another mountain 
locality includes the Black-chinned Sparrow. 

About twoity Pifion Jays were noted at 
Upper San Antonio Cafion September tS. 
Pileolated and Lutescent Warblers and the 
Warbling Vireo were still there. Many 
Thuiber's Juncos and Chickadees were about, 
and one Sierra Creeper was observed. 

The migration of shore birds began eariy, 
and most of the common species have been 
abundant. Marbled Godwits atkd filai^- 
bellied Plover seem to be increasing under 
protection. Ten observation trips bave been 
made to various points along our shores 
during the period covered. Dowitchers and 
Long-billed Curlews have ^ipeared on but 
two of the lists, and in very small numbers. 
Twenty-two Avoccts were seen near Ocean - 
side September 5. Small numbers bave been 
seen at several other points. On tbe same 
date, JO White Pelicans were at Lake 
EUsbore. Large numbers of Black-necked 
Stilts were found at Castaic and Crane Lakes 
August 37 and iS, ndiere also 50 Northern 
Fhalaropes were noted. Small flocks were 
seen on the ocean September 3 and 5, and on 
the lath a very Urge number were observed 
at Playa del Rey. October 6, a small number 
were seen at the same place. 

On August JO, at Anaheim Landing, i 
Sabine's Gulls were seen by Mrs. F. T. Bick- 
nell, Mrs. C. H. HaU, and Mrs. Arthur Mix. 
They seemed very weary and exhausted and 
allowed approach to within jo feet, where 
complete identification was secured. One 
bird wore the dark hood of summer plumage. 
The day was also marked by an immense 
flight of Terns, mainly the Forster's, but it 
was thought there were considerable numbers 
of Common Terns among them. A few 
Black Terns also were noted. Two Jaegga 
harried the Terns. This has been observed 
on four later dates when the Terns have been 
found fishing. An animated ^lectade was 
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presented along shore on September 31. with 
scores of Tenu and S Pelicaas fishinj; dose 
in, the tipTa,y flying high at every plunge, but 
one's enjoyment of the scene was marred by 
the behavior of 3 Heerman's Gulls, that 
couised antong them, robbing the Pelicans 
of theii catch. 

A Caspian Tern was observed at Bolsa 
Chica September g. and again a few days 
later. About 10 Yellowl^s were seen on 
both these dates. About 15 White-winged 
Scoteis were seen on September la. 

A few Least Terns remained at Playa del 
Rey until September ii, when one was ob- 
served to feed a full-grown young Tern that 
stood upon the uppfr beach among Snowy 
Plover and about 200 Sanderling. On Oc- 
tober 6, the young Tern was again seen 
among the same companions, but the parents 
were not in evidence. Whether the young 
Inrd was disabled or it was simply a case of 
Ute nesting which delayed the time of 
departure beyond the usual date was not 



A Knot was recorded on September 5, by 
Mrs. C. H. Hall. Homed Grebes were noted 
on the ocean October 3 and 6, in company 
with Western Grebes. On the latter date an 
Osprey visited the lagoons at Playa del Rey, 
■nd a Loon was noticed on the ocean. 



BUck Turnstones returned in July and 
August to their regular winter haunts among 
the rocks of White's Point. No Wandeiing 
Tattlers have been recorded. Young West- 
ern Gulls, birds of the year, were first seen 
September iz. September 13, large numbers 
of Ringbills, both adult and immature, were 
noted, and on October 6, the young birds of 
the year were numerous. A few California 
and Bonaparte Gulls were noted October 3. 

October 10, a member reports 17 Phala- 
ropes near the pier at Playa del Rey, j of 
which she listed as the Red Phalarope. Her 
list includes 3 Homed and 3 Westem Grebes, 
1 Baird's Sandpipers, a Loon and a number of 
Surf Scoters. Brown Pelicans were described 
as passing southward in long files at frequent 
intervals throughout the day. 

From September i to date, every group 
visiting the shores has reported enormous 
flights of Ducks passing southward well off 
shore. On October 6, at Playa del Rey, a 
large proportion of the vast Bocks hurrying 
out of the north turned inland on sightiug 
the irmer lagoons flushed with the water of a 
very high tide, but scattered out on meeting 
the fusillade from the guimer?, or rising 
higher, headed away for the south shore*, 
kee^Hng inside the Palos Verdes hills. — 
Fbamces B Scbneidkb, los At^tUj, Calif. 
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ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE 
AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION 



The thirty-ninth Annual Congress of the 
American Omilhologbts' Union was held in 
Philadelphia, Navember 8 to lo, at the 

Academy of Natural Sciences- 
There was a large attendance and an excel- 
lent program, while to the factors which 
have contributed to the growth of the Dela- 
ware Valley Ornithological Club may evi- 
dently also be attributed the success at- 
tending the scientific meetings and social 
gatherings of the Congress. The following 
officers were reelected: President, Wilmer 
Stone; Vice Presidents, George Bird Grinnell 
and Jonathan Dwight; Secretary, Theodore 
S, Palmer; Treasurer, W, L. McAtse, 

The following Members were elected 
Fellows: Glover M. Allen, Boston, Mass; 
W. H. Berglold. Denver, Colo.; Allan 
Brooks, Okanagan Landing, B. C; James 
P. Ch^in, New York City. 

Five associates were elevated to the rank 
of membership, four Honorary, and fourteen 
Corresponding Fellows, and some 250 Asso- 
ciates were elected. A list of papers pre- 
sented and of photographs e:Ehibited is 
appended. 

PROGRAM 
Tuesday Mobning, Noveicbek 8, 10 o'Clock: 
(1) Observations on Some Water-Birds of the New 
Jersey Coast. Illustialed by lantern-slides. 
dS mln.) J. Fletcher StrecL Beverly. N. J. (2) 
In Memoriam — Charles Barney Coiy, W. H. 
Osgood. Chicigo, III. (3) Notes on the Habits 
and Sex Plumage □! the Florida Burrowing Owl. 
(is min.) C. J. Pennocfc, Keanett Square. Pa. 
(4) Ten Summer!' Observations of Birds near 
Slide Mountain in the Catskills. (15 mic.) Miss 
M. W. Daley. Sleighton Farm. Pa. (j) On Some 
oi the Breeding Birds of the Saskatchewan. Illus- 
trated by lantern-slides. (30 min.) Geai^e H. 
Stuart 3rd. Philadelphia, Pa. (6) Id Memoriam— 
WaUam Palmer. Charics W. Richmond, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Presented by Harry C. Oberholsei. 
TOISDAV ArtERNOON. I.JO O'CLOCK: (7) 
Notes 00 Edwin Carter, a Prominent Naturalist 
of Colorado. <io min.) F. C. Lincoln, Wash- 
ington, D. C. (S) The Wild Life School at 
McGregor, Iowa. George Bennett. Iowa City. 
la. dsmin.) Presented by Harry C. Oberholser. 
(0) Bird Life of the Chaco. lUuslraled by 
lantern-slides, do min.) Alei. Wetmore. Wash- 
ington, D. C. (10) BiH-Collectmg in Panama. 
ILuslrated by lantero-sUdes. (« min.) R. N. 
Davis. Scianlon. Pa. (it) The Andean Condor 
as a Coastal Bird, Illustrated by lantern-slides. 
In.) Robert Cushman Murphy, (ii] The 
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iantem-ilides. (15 min,) Robert Cudunan 
Murphy. (13) The Distribution of Bird-Life in 
Ecuador. Illustrated by lantem-slides. (10 
Diin.) Frank U. Chapman. 

WlDNESDAV MoamNO, NOVEHBEft 9, lO 

O'CLOCK: (14) Progress in Bird-Banding, (lo 
min.) F. C. Lincohj, Washington. D. C. (is) 
Bird-Banding Notes of igii. (30 min.) S. 
Prentiss Baldwin, Cleveland. Ohio. (16) In 
Memoriam— Joel Asaph AJen. Frank U. Chu»- 
man. New York. (17) The Problem of Fidd 
Identification. Wi^ discuaakm. (m min.) 
LutUow Griscom. New Yoii. (iS) F.iperience 
in Bringing up a Family ol Bluebirds. Dlustrated 
by lantern-slides, (i; min.) Miss M. W. Daky. 
Slnghton Farm, Fa. (ig) An Appreciation of 
William A. Werner, a Little-Kmwn Pennsyl- 
vania Naturalist. Illustrated by lantem-slidca. 
S15 min.) H. Severn Regar. Norristown. Pa. 
3o) Identifying the Ducks of the Eastern United 
States at Long Range. Dlustrated by spedmens 
andcharts. (jomin.) Ludlow Griscom. New York 
WEnuisnAv AnEaxooH. j.30 o'Cloci: (ai) 
(All papers illustrated by motion pictures.) A 
New Use for Motion Pictures of Birds. (40 min.) 
Arthur A. AUen. Ithaca, N Y (as) Bird-Life in 
Holland (40 min.) Adolph Burdet. Overveen. 
Holland. (13) Studies of Some Familiar Birds in 
Motion Pictures. (40 min.) Thomas S. Roberts. 
Minneapolis, Minn (14) Views of Western Bird- 
Life, by Wm. L. Finley. (ao min.) T. Gilbert 
Pearson, New York. 

THmSOAY MOKNINO, NOVEHBEE lO. ID 

o'clock: (This session was devoted entirely to 
technical papers and discussions.) (is) Dis- 
continuous Distribution as Illustrated by the 
Spedes of the Genus Diglesia. Illustrated by 
map-slides. (10 min ) Frank M. Chapman, New 
York. (16) The Classiecation of the Wood- 
pediers and Their Allies. (30 mm.) W. DeW. 
Miller. New York. (17) The Distribution of the 
House Wrens ol the Genus Troglodytes. (» 
min.) Frank M. Chapman and Ludlow Griscom. 
New York. Presented by Mr. Griscom. (iS) («) A 
New Family of Neotropical Birds, the Ram- 
phocaenidae: (10 min.) (A) A Suggestion as to 
the Origin of Diaslata^. (iD min.) W. DeW. 
Miller. New York, (iq) Yellow-leg Skeletons. 
Illustrated by Chart, (rj min.) J. T. Nichols. 
New York. (30) Suggestions in Regard to Ver- 
nacular Names. (20 min.) Chariea H. Rogers. 
Princeton. N. J. (31) Our English Nomencla- 
ture, (is min.) A D. DuBois, Springfield, III. 
(31) Check Lists Abroad. (15 min.) Harry C. 
Oberholser. Washington. D. C. 

TaVRSDAV ArrEBKooK. 3.30 o'clock: (33) 
Some Remarks on the Avifauna of Matto Grosso. 
Braiil, (lomin,) Mrs. ElsieM. B.Reichenbcrger. 
New York (34) Some Observations on the Coast 
of BraiU. (10 min.) George W. Field. Wash- 
ington. D. C. (3S) Notes on Nesting Habits of 
Some Massachusetts Duck Hawks. Illustrated 
by lantem-slides. (.0 min.) S. Waldo Bailey. 
Pittsficld. Mass. (36) Distributional Notes on 
American Water-Birds. Motion pictures and 
other illustrations. (40 min.) Robert Cushman 
Murphy, (37) Bird-fjfe in American Zoological 
Gardens. Illustrated by motion [uctures. (43 
min.) .Arthur H. Fisber, Washington. D. C. 
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Lite Histories of Norih American Guixs 
AND Terns, Okdeb Longifehnes. By 
Akihus Cleveland Bent. BuU.No.ii3t 
U. S. Nat. Mus., Washington, 1921. 
'+345 pages, 77 haU-ttmes, 16 colored 
platec 

Mr. Bent's volume on the life histories of 
the diving birds (Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus. No. 
107) having acquainted ornithologists with the 
wide scope and importance of his great 
undertaking, it is safe to say that this addi- 
tion to the series will receive an even heartier 
welconte than was accorded its predecessor. 
Doubtless no one b better prepared to 
produce this monograph of our Gulls and 
Terns than is Mr. Bent. His years of defi- 
nitely directed field-work have permitted 
him to study in their haunts a large part of 
the species treated, and tbis experience has 
not only given him much origiital material 
but has enabled him to quote with discretion 
from the work of others. The whole makes 
a fully adequate and authoritative presen- 
tation of his tbeme. We wish we could 
speak with equal enthusiasm of the form in 
which it is presented, but the typography 
is not attractive, the paper employed is so 
thin that the print shows through it, giving 
the page a 'messy' appearance, and the use 
of the book title instead of subject-matter 
heading for every right-hand page is greatly 
to be regretted. Doubtless these are mattera 
over which Mr. Bent has no control, but we 
believe that he could improve upon the 
arrangement of his text. Under the general, 
center heading of 'Habits,' for example, is 
included, under side, subheadings, para- 
graphs on 'Plumages' and 'Eggs,' and near 
the end of the biography a section on 'Be- 
liavior' is given wherein is often repeated 
much that has already been stated under 
'Habits.' 

The work is illustrated with a large number 
of photographs from nature and admirable 
plates of eggs in color. — F. M. C. 

The Omilbological Magazines 

The Auk. — The July number of Tkt 
Aui begins with a discussion of some 



philosophic interest by H. Mousely, in which 
he (xiDcludes that by selecting a nin ging 
station where the female later joins him and 
near which the nest is built, a male bird in 
the majority of cases really selects or estab- 
lishes the general site of the nest. An ex- 
haustive paper by Horace W. Wright 
summarizes the occurrence of the Mocking- 
bird in New England and Canada, that b to 
the northeastward of its range of abundance, 
with special reference to the Boston region, 
Tbis paper was completed by its author at 
the very time of his death in June, tgm, and 
hasbeeneditedbyG. M.Allen. Conclusions 
are that thb ^ledes b pushing northward 
the limit of its range along the coast to a 
considerable extat by resident individuab. 
A comparative frequency with which birds 
are observed in fall and winter may be ex- 
idained by their seeking shelter at those 
seasons in park and village shrubbery, where 
they are likely to be encountered by bird 
students. 

'impressions of Bird Life in France,' by 
E. L. Poole, b presented in the form of an 
annotated Ibt and illustrated with a half- 
tone plate of sketches by the author (the 
Aquatic Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher, and 
the Garden Warbler.) There seems to be 
possibility of error with some of the identi- 
fications. Otherwise it is very surprising 
that Larus melanccrphalu! , not the abundant 
Larus ridibundiu, was the Black-headed 
Gull observed. And whereas the Carrion 
Crow which b listed should have been 
present, contrary to what b said, it differs 
but slightly from the Rook in size, and its 
voice is said by other observers to resemble 
somewhat that of our American Crow. 
'Notes on the Winter and Early Spring 
Birds of Southeastern Arkansas,' by Chres- 
well J. Hunt, gives an annotated Ibt o( 98 
species and races, prefaced by several pages 
of exceUent readable descriptive discus- 
sion. The early dates at which certain 
species arrive and nest near Tillar, Ark., are 
interestbg. 

'The Birds of Lake Poop6, Bolivia,' by 
William Ray Allen, is a general discussion of 
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Urd-life about this shallow lake, in a Sat 
plain at a high altitude, with relation to 
phytiogcaphic conditions. "The southerly 
■bora of Lake Poop6 are par eictliemx the 
•bode of thore-birds. Several spcdes o( 
Plover were taking full advantage of the 
situatiDn, The writer estimated that for 
each mile of shore line there were well in 
excess of ten thousand birds. By all evidence 
they were chiefly winter residents." 

A considerable proportion of the general 
articles deal with matters of rather technical 
interest. Kennord discusses moulds and 
bacteria in egg coUectione at length, a paper 
which will doubtless be of much practical 
interest to egg collectors. Swann reports on 
a collection of Hawks from Veneauela; 
Bishop divides the Common Loon into two 
races, the birds nesting b the West being 
■malleri Bangs and Penard give the eastern 
Hermit Thrush a new subspedfic name, and 
Peters reviews the tropical Crackles of the 
genus Bok^uiscahu. 

The seventeot pages of 'General Notes' 
contain the usual variety of material, in- 
duding faunal contributions from Alabama, 
Kentucky, Connecticut, Vermont, and sat^ 
tering. F. C. Lincoln reports on a Common 
Tem banded by Dr. Phillips in Maine aiHl 
reoovertd in West Africa. In provisionally 
lefening four Swans observed along the 
Hudson to the Whistling Swan, S. C. Bisbop 
is apparently unaware of the Bock of feral 
Mute Swan there rewJent. A. C. Gardner 
describes a Kingbird's nest on the top of a 
street electric light reflector, the light b^ng 
in use every night. C. A. Urner adds several 
birds to species recorded as imitated by the 
Starling. 

A printers' strike caused the late appear- 
ance of this number— J. T. N 

The Condor. — Students of life history 
and habits of birds will find much of interest 
in the July number of Tit Condor in three 
articles on the food-storing habits of Wood- 
peckers, and one on the flock-behavior of the 
Bush-Tit. In 'The Storage of Acorns by the 
California Woodpecker,' Henry W. Henshaw, 
writing from his experience in the West and 
summarizing the obsetvatioits of otheis, 
concludes that "the boring of holes, the 



search for acorns, the carrying them to the 
holes and the 6tting them in, bear no resem- 
blance to work in the ordinary sense of the 
term, but are play." Gignoux pves an inter- 
esting account of the storage of almonds by 
the California Woodpecker in Butte County, 
Calif., where the bird has taken advantage of 
a new source of food-supply. Among the 
'Field Notes,' Morton E. Peck records the 
fact that a related q>ecies in British Honduras 
frequently fills holes in trees with acorns. 
The Flock Behavior of the Coa^t Bush- 
Tit' b described in detail by R. C. Miller in 
a paper which is styled a contribution to the 
'new Science of field psychology." 

An article on 'Genera and Spedes' by 
McGregor is brief but to the point in stating 
deariy that "Namss are for the use of peo{de 
who talk or write about things, and names 
whose meanings arc frequently changed arc 
unfitted for any purpose." 

In a 'Syn(^)sis of California Fossil Birds' 
by Loye Miller, the leading authority on the 
subject, it is interesting to note that the 
total number of fossil birds now known from 
the state a sirty-five, of which sixty-four are 
from the Pleistocene and only one from the 

Cootributois to Tke Condor apparently 
sometimes find difficulty in exprcssirig their 
ideas in ordinary words, and in the effort 
to convey their meaning accuratel> indulge 
in picturesque terms or cob words «rhich ar« 
not only additions to the vocabulary of 
ornithology, but also to the English language. 
In the present number we are told that while 
the omitholo^t has been engaged with 
problems of distribution and spechtiott 
(p. igi), the study of birds frod) i bekmioT' 
iitic standpoint has been neglected (p. laa); 
that Bu^-Tits are natural agorafkobiacs 
(p. 1 35} , meaning simply that the birds a void 
open places' and that in British Honduraa 
Woodpeckers drop acorns in 'awmaries' 
(p. 131). Those who find nomenclature dry 
reading will be relieved to learn (p. 1 37) th*4 
the subject of generic subdivision only 
'erupis" periodically, while on p. 130 they 
will find that the name Pltitlotyfit rex ap- 
plied to a species long ago extinct, has proved 
to be a synonym and is "hereby officiaUy 
cremated "— T S. P. 
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In leviewisg the life-work of tb; late Dr. 
J. A. Allen, one b impressed by tbe fact tlMt 
this leader io tbe more technical phases of 
systematic ornithology was for thirty-sii 
yean actively identified with the cause of 
biid-protection. Tbe leading article in the 
first 'Bulletin' of tbe American Omi- 
tbologists' Union's Committee on Bird 
Protection, published in 1886, was from bis 
pen and was a logical eipnition of the 
importance of bird conservation. He was 
one of tbe members of this committee, later 
was a director of tbe New York State 
Audubon Society, and from tbe time of its 
oigamzation until his death he was a diicctor 
of the National Association of Audubon 
Sodetiea. 

Fuitber inquiry would show that most of 
Dr. Allen's associates in tbe work of bird- 
protection were, like him, technical orni- 
thologists and membeiB of the American 
Omithologists' Union. Indeed we should 
learn that the organized movement for tbe 
preservation of our birds ori^nated in that 
body, and that from the b^inning it has bad 
the support and active ooOperation of the 
omithologists of 'hli country. 

Under tbe wise guidance of William 
Dutcber, tbe Union's Conunittee on Bird 
Protection, of which he served for years as 
Chairman, became, in eSect, tbe father of the 
National Association of Auduimn Societies. 

file debt of bird conservationists to tbe 
A 0. U. does not, however, end here. The 
Union was also the parat of tbe Division of 
Economic Ornithology o( the United States 
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Department of Agriculture (Now Bureau of 
Biological Survey), and everyone familiar 
with the history of bird-protection in tbb 
country knows that tbe success of this 
movement is in no small measure due to the 
accurate information concerning tbe eco- 
nomic relations of tnrds, wbicb was made 
available by the researches of this Bureau. 
The day is dawning when a plea for tbe con- 
servattoD of bird-life may be based on senti- 
ment alone, but the pioneers in this field 
found l^islators deaf to arguments whidi 
were not severely practical in their nature; 
and it was tbe economic ornithologist to 
whom one turned for convincing facts in 
regard to tbe dollars and cents value of birds. 

At all times there have been associated 
with the professional omitbotogists in tbe 
fight to save our birds, numbers of men and 
women who, actuated by humane motives 
and love of the roost beautiful of animate 
forms, deplored their wanton destruction. 
Between these groups, whom we may des- 
ignate as sdentisti and sentimentalist*, 
there has existed the utmost harmony and tbe 
strength of tbe bird-protection movement in 
this country owes much to the united front 
which has ever been presented by bird- 
protectors. 

May we suggest to tbe friends of birds in 
England that they draw a moral from tbe 
history of the movement in this country. 
They have for to go l>efore English birds re- 
ceive the protection which American bird* 
now enjoy; but they will not, we fear, make 
baste on the road unless science and senti- 
ment travel hand in hand. 



BiBD-f-ORE again expresses its obligation* 
to the contributors who have made 'The 
Season' so important a part of this magazine. 
This bi-monthly survey of conditions in tbe 
bird world by authorities situated at stations 
distributed from the Atlantic to the Padfic 
forms a source of condensed information of 
current interest and increasing reference 
value as the accumulating series of obser- 
vations affords material for comparison. We 
hope that students living in tbe districts 
whence our reports come will cofiperate with 
tbeir authors in nuking them as repre- 
sentative as possible. 
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CONCEALING COLORATION OF BIRDS 

In the last issue of Bird-Lore we discussed the general coloration of biids 
and planned to consider the principles of concealing or protective coloration 
at this time. 

There is one principle which underiies the coloration of all protectively 
marked birds which does more than anything else toward rendering them 
inconspicuous, and that is the principle of 'counter-shading', as It was named 
by its discoverer, the late artist-naturalist, Abbot Thayer. It had long been 
known by artists that to make objects appear sohd and conspicuous on the 
canvas, one must paint in their shadows, but it remained for Thayer to apply 
the reverse of this practice, and to point out that the way to make solid objects 
appear flat and inconspicuous was to paint out their shadows. He applied 
this principle to the coloration of animals and recognized that protective 
coloration is brought about largely by the lightest colors being placed on the 
throat and belly, which parts are thrown into the deepest shadow, and the 
darkest colors on the top of the head and back, which receive the greatest 
light. Between the back and the belly there is a gradual change to lighter, 
exactly counter-matching the amount of shadow, so that the apparent solidity 
of the bird is thus destroyed or 'painted out.' 

This principle has been admirably illustrated by the celebrated bird artist, 
Louis Agassiz Fuertes, with the two bird models here shown. Two blocks of 
wood were cut out in the general form of a bird and colored uniformly dark. 
He placed them out of doors on a gravel walk in good light and then, with his 
brush, proceeded to paint out the shadows on one of them by adding touches 
of white paint so as to balance the shadows exactly, with the result that, to 
the amazement of onlookers, this one gradually disappeared from view. 

The principle of 'counter-shading,' like other great discoveries, is very 
simple. The human eye, and probably all eyes, judge the solidity of an object 
by the shadows which it casts, and an object which throws no shadows upon 
its undcrparts has no solidity. Through 'counter-shading,' then, the bird loses 
its sohdity, appears flat, and being so, it falls off into the background and 
becomes a part of it, If, in addition, its color pattern is similar to its 
haunts, it becomes practically invisible. And so we find the Grouse and the 
Woodcock, living on the forest floor, with a color pattern of spots and patches 
of light and dark brown; the Sparrows and Meadowlarks of the fields are 
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streakedwiUibutlandrufuiis, like the dead grasses; Owlsare irregularly marked 
like the rough bark of trees, and Sandpipers and Plovers are specked like the 
sand of the seashore or streaked like the drift. 

With insects this simulation of color pattern is often carried to the extreme. 
There are butterflies and moths whose markings imitate exactly the dead leaf 
or the bark upon which they rest. Furthermore the shape of the wing is 
often modified to make the simulation more complete. 'Dead leaf' butterflies, 
walking sticks, and measuring worms, are familiar examples of insects in which 



FIND THE COUNTER-SHADED MODEL 

II Uiitds (I Ihc righl oi the unilbnnly coloRd oik; the iiuen with white cued behind (he 

Model) made by L. A. Fucrle: photoRnphi by H. D. Reed 

the shape has been modified as well as the color, and this device of nature for 
giving protection has been called 'mimicry.' If we define mimicry as the simu- 
lation of shape, as well as color, of animals to their environment, we will find 
it of rather rare occurrence among birds and never as perfect as with insects. 
The Screech Owl, with its feathers drawn dose and its ear-tufts erect, however, 
certainly 'mimics' a broken piece of bark, and the Nighthawk, sitting length- 
wise on a iimb, simulates the broken stub of a branch in shape as well as 
color. The Bittern, standing among the dead cat-tails, with its bill pointing 
toward the zenith, and the Least Bittern on its nest in the pose shown in the 
accompanying photograph, are, likewise, examples of mimicry, for they 
resemble in shape, as well as in color, a projecting snag or a broken reed. 

In the plumages of certain birds that are normally very difficult to see when 
at rest, we find a very different color pattern which seems at variance with all 
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that has been said. Instead- of there being a gradual transititHi from the dark 
to the light areas, there is a sudden, abrupt change, often heightened by a 
black border. On the head of the Wood Duck, for example, the white of the 
throat extends up on the cheeks in the form of crescents. These, together 
with the white stripes through the crest and the black-and-white bars on the 
sides, would seem to make it most conspicuous. Similarly the Killdeer has its 



A CASE OF MIMICRY 

brown head separated from its similarly colored back by a conspicuous white 
ring, and its snowy breast is crossed by two coal black bands. In spite of 
these marks, one finds that both the Wood Duck and the Killdeer in their 
natural environments, are very inconspicuous, and we are led to believe that 
these 'ruptive marks', as they are called, serve apparently to split up the bird 
into several pieces, destroy its continuity of form, and thereby conceal it by 
making it unbirdlike. Those who followed the development of 'camouflage' 
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in the world war will recognize in counter-shading and ruptive marks two of 
the principles that were utilized as much as any to conceal battleships, large 
guns, ammunition trains, and even small buildings. 

One other class of markings we might consider here since they are similar 
to the ruptive marks in being themselves extremely noticeable. I refer to the 



WHERE 'COLOR PATTERN' COtJNTS 

I, Birk Faltcm af Scrtcth Owl 

;. Drill pHltem of Peclaral Sandpipcn 
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so-called 'flash colors' or 'banner marks.' The white tail of the deer and the 
cottontail, which are raised and made as conspicuous as possible when the 
animal is fleeing; thewhite outer tail-feathers of the Junco and the Meadowlark; 
the white patch on the rump of the Flicker, and the striking black-and-white 
wings of the Willet, all fall into this class. These marks were at one time 
supposed to serve as signals to the young or to others of the species to keep the 
flock together, but Dr. C. Hart Merriam has suggested a still better use for 
them by explaining how they may serve to give protection from their enemies. 
When the animal or bird is fleeing, the eye of the enemy naturally fastens upon 
the very conspicuous flash color and when the Meadowlark, for instance, drops 



fliiapc ot the bird by bn&kitii up the c 

into the grass, or the Flicker claps up against the side of the tree, the banner 
mark suddenly disappears. But the eye of the enemy, through the persistence 
of vision, follows on in the same direction in which the bird was going before 
realizing that it has stopped and, in the interval elapsing, the bird sUnks off a 
few feet further or slips around to the other side of the tree and is nowhere to 
be seen. The Willet, upon alighting, often lifts its conspicuously marked wings 
high over its back as if to attract attention to the very spot where it has 
alighted, but always, upon closing them, it runs along the beach a few feet so 
that the eye of an enemy can search in vain for the conspicuous quarr>' that it 
marked so carefully a moment before. 

These then are the five main principles underlying the concealing coloration 
of birds. Some authorities have gone so far as to claim that all birds are pro- 



,iV^.OOt^lC 



The Audubon Societies 325 

tectiveiy colored, but the majority feel that the colors of some birds cannot be 
explained by any of the foregoing principles, that they may even be conspicu- 
ously marked. A Crow on the snow or against the sky, or anywhere except 
in a coal-hole, is bound to be visible from any angle. But the Crow has been 
endowed with an intelligence and a wariness which need no concealing colora- 



FLASH COLORS OF THE WnXET 

Wbcn at reit Uie Willet ia an inconspkiuHU gay lunl. bul En ffight it displays a 

ftlrikingljr CHUi^cuoug blackHmd-wbilc pflttcm on the winfs and tail. Haw caix 

tbts be a 'protective coloration'? 

tion to supplement them. Dr. Chapman has suggested that one can usually 
tell from the actions of the birds whether they consider themselves conspicuous 
or not, for the protectively colored species always permit of a close approach 
while those that are conspicuously marked fly at the first intimation of danger 
and never rely upon concealment even when wounded. 

SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS 

The principles of protective coloration, although quite simple, usually 

require some sort of a demonstration before they are fully comprehended by 

youthful observers. Once they are fully understood, however, a new world of 

thought is opened, and it is surprising to discover the numberless ways in which 
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they may be applied. In making demonstrations, one should be careful always 
to stage them out of doors where the light comes from above and from all 
sides, otherwise one is doomed to disappointment. It is not difficult to Imitate 
Mr. Fuertes' demonstration with the counter-shaded model by substituting 
tennis balls or blocks of wood for the carved modeb. The advantages of 
ruptive marks and of color patterns simulating the environment can likewise 
be demonstrated: 

In studying the birds of the open fields like the Meadowlark, female Bobo- 
link, Vesper and Savannah Sparrows, etc., attention should be called to the 
predominance of streaks corresponding in pattern, if not always in color, to the 
lights and shadows among the grasses. Comparisons should be drawn with 
such woodland birds as the Grouse and the Woodcock, or even the woodland 
Warblers which though often brightly colored, have irregular blotched patterns 
simulating either the forest floor or the light filtering through the leaves. If 
one has access to a museum or a collection of mounted birds, he can readily 
demonstrate many different types of color patterns in terms of the birds' 
habitats or places where they q>end most of their time. Of course, there are 
many uniformly colored birds and others that defy any theory of protective 
coloration to explain, but these are the exceptions rather than the rule. 

Children often bring insects to the schoolroom and many of them demon- 
strate the principles of protective coloration far better than do birds. Counter- 
shading, color pattern, ruptive marks, flash colors, and mimicry are abundantly 
illustrated by various species of moths, caterpillars, grasshoppers, walking 
sticks, etc., and a collection of insects might well be made to demonstrate 
the different principles. 

QUESTIONS 
ling'? 
shading is an important featureol the bird's colora-- 



4. Name five diScrent types of color patterns and a bird on which each U found. 
S- Explain 'ruptive marks.' 

6. Name five birds which have n^itive marks, 

7. Explain 'flash colors' and tell how they are of adi-antage to the bird possessing then. 

5. Name five birds which possess flash colors. 
g. What is meant by 'mimicry'? 

10. Name five birds that mimic their surroundings. 
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FOR OR FROM YOUNG OBSERVERS 
A TEACHER'S EXPERIENCE IN BIRD-STUDY 

To enjoy life one should be in touch with nature. I find that little extra 
time need be spent in studying birds compared with the real enjoyment obtained. 
When I was a child I saw and knew several of the most conunon birds but I 
find since I have been teaching children that it takes only a short time for a 
normal child, if he is properly encouraged, to know all the common local birds 
and become interested in the rarer ones. 

The first year I taught I was rather timid about starting my pupils in bird- 
study but found, later, that it was very easy and pleasant work. That year 
one of my pupils and I learned eighty birds that, with the exception of about 
fifteen, were new to us. You see I was just starting, too. The next year even 
the primary pupils learned to distinguish from twenty-five to forty-five birds, 
and the parents became interested. I have taught three years in the country 
schools and find I have a wonderful field of work. This last year I organized 
an Audubon Society of twenty-five in my school. Besides the pamphlets of 
the Audubon Society I use the small bird pictures put out by the Church and 
Dwight Co., New York City, and some small pictures put out by Brown & Co., 
Beverly, Mass., which I find a great help, especially when I need a wide variety 
of illustrations with small expense. They aid in studying the Audubon Leaflets 
and I found my pupils enjoyed having smaller pictures to refer to in place of 
soiling their larger pictures from the Audubon Society by frequent handling. 

This year I have found many interesting spedes of birds and my pupils have 
found even more than I. After our spring vacation we found a FUcker had 
built a nest in the roof of our schoolroom. From our windows we saw many 
different birds. We did not need to search for them as there were many trees 
near the schoolhouse. This year I have noticed many more of the same kind 
of birds than ever before. It may be that with better education the birds are 
protected. I have not searched for nests this spring but have found many 
without effort. 

I still expect to enlarge my bird Ust this year and hope that I may again 
become acquainted with the Warblers and birds which stay here only through 
the migratory period and which I missed this spring because I was unable to 
spare time enough when they were here. — Ruth H. Mahtin, Canton, Ills. 

[Teacheis who have never tried bird-study in their schools little know the results that can 
be obtaioed with little effort. It is not necessary to know many birds in order to make a 
beginning. Miss Martin's experience is almost sure to be theirs. A. A. A.| 

A BIRD TRAGEDY 

The rain came down in torrents, drowning out all other soimds. It had 
been storming for nearly half an hour, when suddenly came a blinding flash of 
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lightning, a terrible crash of thunder, a moment of silence, and the thunder 
rumbled away into the distance. 

Mother, my sister, and I were all alone on this stormy evening. We hurried 
to the window, thinking the bam might have been struck. One glance proved 
that it was not the bam, but a large tree had fallen in the orchard — the one 
with the Flicker's nest. 

To me the Flicker has always seemed out of place. He would fit better in 
a fairy story. Before we knew his name, we called him 'the golden-winged bird.' 

The rain soon stopped and the sun came out from behind the clouds low 
in the west, giving a golden tint to all of the fresh earth, 

I ran to the tree in the orchard. At the sight of it, I stopped suddenly. 
The tree was broken at the Flicker's hole, and the mother bird lay there 
motionless. I'll never forget the way I felt. 

She was wedged in so tightly that I could not get to her, but with a neighbor 
boy's help, I managed to pull the bark away and lifted her out. Her eggs were 
broken, but her body was still warm, and I could not believe she was dead. 

When I carried her to the house, Mother said she was lifeless, but I was 
positive I felt her heart beating. All night long I held her in my hands, hoping 
she would revive, but morning brought the truth. 

A tiny grave under the apple tree and a golden wing amoi^ my choicest 
possessions are all that mark the memory of that stormy evening. — Vixginia 
JtmE Ratuff {b^ 14 years), Dover, Del. 

THE LONG-TAILED CHAT 
He's a jolly fellow. 

And he chats all day. 
His breast is yellow. 
He swings and sings in the glorious ray 
Of the sun, so bright. 

He is frolicsome and gay. 
And he sii^ by night 

As well as by day. 

—By PaiLo Wood (age 8 years), Hopland, Calif. 

A CORN-EATING WOODPECKER 

Down on my Grandpa's farm, at Loveland, Ohio, a Red-headed Picker-bird 
eats the com. He comes to the com-house and sticks his head through the 
cracks and picks up the corn. Then he goes to a post and puts it on top while 
he sits on the side. He puts his head over the top and cracks up the com and 
eats the pieces. If any little pieces fall on the ground he does not go after them 
but goes back to the com-house for more. Out in the garden there is one big 
stalk with an ear of com on it. He sits on this too and picks away the corn. — 
Denning J. Peaslee {age 7 years), Norwood, Ohio. 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



^f)e Hububon ^ocietiese 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Edited by T. GILBERT PEARSON. Prctldent 



T. GasHT Pe*150N. erniiini 

. KlHt*. PirtI VitiPrislinl WILUAUP. 

F»iDMic A. LucAi. Susnd Viii-Priiiiaa Jonathak 



Sim paid M ooe time canititiitea ■ Ijfa Haoibanblp 
(1,000 cooidtalH ■ panon m PitroD 
Ss^ooo coiwtitDtM 1 iwnoii ■ Founder 



The 5 



SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
tnteentli annual meeting of the duboa laws were passed by the v: 



Natkinal Association of Audubon Societies 
was held in the American Museum of Na- 
tural History, New York City, October 34 
and 35, ipai. Many members were present 
and took part in the various discussions that 

At the public mectinR on Monday night 
an audience of over 600 greeted the Asso- 
ciation's speakers. The session was formally 
opened by Dr. Frederic A. Lucas, Director 
of the American Museum of Natural History, 
who extended a welcome to the Audubon 
Societies, This was responded to by the 
President of the Association who also spoke 
briefly on the Association's activities the 
past year and the extent of the membership 
today. He reported that there were active 
paying members of the Association in every 
state in the Union but Nevada, and also in 
half a dozen foreign countries. He then 
introduced Dr. Frank M. Chapman who 
sketched the great development that had 
taken place in wild-bird protection since the 
Audubon Society began its work. He read 
a list of the various song-birds that he had 
seen on women's hats on 14th Street, in New 
York City, at the time when these birds 
were K) ettemively worn, before the Au- 



legislatures. 

Dr. Theodore S. Palmer, representing the 
United States Biological Survey, told of the 
Government's work for wild-life conser- 
vation and the cooperation it had always 
received from this Association. Louis 
Agas^ Fuertes, the eminent American bird 
artist, then delighted the audience by 
drawing on aa easel situated on the rostrum 
a series of colored pictures of wild birds, at 
the same time imitating the songs and calls 
as each bird took its final form and tints. 
The evening was concluded with 3,000 feet 
of motion-picture films of wild birds and 
animab taken by William L. Flnley, the As- 
sociation's agent for the Pacific Coast States, 

On Tuesday morning, at 10 o'clock, the 
members and delegates gathered for the 
annual business meetioe. The reports of the 
President and Treasurer were given. These 
will be found printed in full in this issue of 

BISD-LOKE. 

Mise Heloise Meyer and Theodore S 
Palmer, whose terms of office as members oi 
the Board of Directors had expired, were 
reelected. Dr. Robert Cushman Murphy, 
of New York, was elected to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Dr. Joel A. Allen 
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Then followed reports given in person by 
the (oUowmg field agents: Edward H. 
Forbush for New England; Wintfarop 
Packard for Massachusetts; Herbert K. Job, 
in charge of the Department of Applied 
Omitholagy; Miss Frances A. Hurd of Con- 
necticut; and Mis. Maiy S. Sage for Long 
Island. These reports and others provoked 
discussion on a variety of t<^ics in con- 
nection with the Audubon Society move- 
ment and its work. 

At I o'clock the meeting adjourned for 
luncheon in the Museum restaurant. The 
aitemoon sesnoo, which convened at a r. u., 
was under the leadership of Edward H. 
Forijusb. Reports from various affiliated 
organizations were heard and further dis- 
cussions took place. Dr. G. Clyde Fisher 
gave a most entertaining talk on the life and 
«rork of John Burroughs, illustrating his 
statements with a remarkable series of steie- 
opticon slides from photographs he had made 
of Mr. Burroughs under various conditions. 

Several branch societies and affiliated 
organizations were represented. Among the 
personnel of these were: 

Mrs. Baker Hull, Ftesident of the Mary- 
land Audubon Society; Dr. Frank M. 
Chapman, President of the Englewood (N. J.} 
Bird Club; Dr. T. S. Palmer of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Audubon Society; John 



Dryden Kuser, Prrsident, and Beccber S. 
Bowdish, Secretary of the New Jersey 
Audubon Sodety; R. H. Howland, President 
of the Montdair (N. J.} Bird Qub; Mia. 
Kingsmill Mairs, representing the Florida 
Audubon Society ; Mrs. GeoigeM.Cumming, 
Secretary of the Audubon Sode^ of Irv- 
ington-on-the-Hudson (N. Y.); Mrs. Heniy 
E. Meieness of the Dana NBtural Histoiy 
Sodety of Albany (N. Y.); Mrs. L. J. Fiankie 
of the Bird Club of Long Island; Miss Mary 
E. Knevels, Secretary of the Forest Hills Gar- 
dens (N. Y.) Audubon Sodety; and Mis. 
Francis H. Coffin, President of the Sctanton 
<Pa.) Audubon Sodety. 

At the meeting of the Booid of Directors, 
held at 2 P. u., the foUowing officers were 
reelected: T. Gilbert Pearson, President; 
Theodore S. Palmer, First Vice-President; 
Frederic A. Lucas, Second Vice-President; 
William P. Wharton, Secretary; Jonathan 
Dwigbt, Treasurer; and Mrs. F. A. Donobut, 
Assistant Secretary. 

The budget as submitted was adopted. 
Detailed reports were heard of the year's 
work and plans laid for the activities to be 
engaged in during the next twelve months. 

These yearly gatherings of bird-students 
and bird-lovers are annually becoming more 
laigely attended and increasing interest Is 
manifested in the Association's work. 



ADVISORY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



At the annual business rneeting of the 
Association on October 35, 1931, the fol- 
lowing were elected members of the Advisoiy 
Board of Directors foi the coming year: 

Joim H. Sage Connecticut 

Ralph Hoffman California 

David Starr Jordan California 

Robert W. Williams,.. .District of Columbia 

Hany Harris Missouri 

George M. Chambetlin Florida 

John E. Thayer Massachusetts 

Richmond Talbot New York 

Ruthven Deane Illinois 

Albert F. Ganier Tennessee 

H. P. Attwatei Texas 

Carleton D. Howe, Vermont 

Witmer Stone Pennsylvania 



Joseph Grinnell California 

Edward H. Forbush Massachusetts 

H. L. Madison Ohio 

Barton W. Everman California 

Howard Eaton Wyoming 

Thomas S. Roberts. Minnesota 

Frederic A. Walcott Connecticut 

Gifford Pinchot District of Columbia 

Frank Bond District of Columbia 
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The Audubon Societies 



MORE FEDERAL BIRD RESERVATIONS 



Two oen Federal Bird Reservatbos were 
recently created. These are to be known as 
the 'Pablo Reservation' consisting of the 
North and South Pablo Reservoirs and the 
Nineptpe Reservation' consisting o( the 
Ninepipe Reservoir. Both are in the stale of 
Montana and situated within the boundaries 
of the Flathead Irrigation Project. 

e orders creating these bird 
signed by President 



Harding on June 35, igii. On the same 
date the President also issued an order en- 
larging the boundaries of the Indian Key Re- 
servation in Tampa Bay, Fla., in order to 
Include other islands. 

Through the kindness of Frank Bond, 
Chief of the Federal Land Office, a friend and 
member of the Association, the office has 
been supplied with copies of the above orders 
and maps which accompany them. 



PLEASE READ THIS! 



In most of the cities of the United States, 
and particularly in New York, the plumes of 
the Bird-of -Paradise are displayed for sale 
and may be seen in common use on women's 
hats. Frequently their sale is advertised in 
newspapers. The tralSc in these feathers 
seems to have been on the increase the past 
year. Our office receives numerous inquiries 
from people who tell us of these things and 
state, "The law is being flagrantly violated. 
Why do you not do something. " As a mat- 
ter of fact, in so far as the sale and wearing of 
these plumes is concerned, the law is not 
being violated, for the law does not prohibit 
these things. It is against the law to sell 
a^rettes, the plumes of the white Egret, but 
once they are in private possession there ap- 
pears to be no enforceable law against their 
being worn. In the case of Paradise plumes, 
however, the only restriction is the United 
States law embodied in the Tariff Act of igij, 
which pTokUtUt the imporlaiioa of the feathers 
(rf any wild birds into the United States for 
conunercial purposes. This is the law that 
is being "flagrantly violated." 

Undoubtedly the stock of Paradise feath- 
ers on hand when the law went into effect on 
October 3, 1913, — over eight years ago, — 
has king ago been exhausted, and the plumes 
we now see sold and worn are most certainly 
feathers that have been smuggled. Inspec- 
tors of the Custom Offices have made a large 
number of seizures, and in these columns we 
have from time to time reported the taking of 
some of these illegal goods and the disposition 
made of them. 



This Association planned to ask the pres- 
ent session of Congress that is revising the 
Tariff to amend the law in such a way as to 
prohibit absolutely the sale of Paradise 
plumes. Just before the date set by the 
Chairman of the Ways and Means Commit- 
tee tor the President of the Association to 
appeal before the Congressmen having this 
matter in charge, it was learned that the 
United States Millinery Chamber of Com- 
merce had a bill to propose, and after a con- 
ference and much deliberation it was decided 
to back their bill, and this was done, not only 
formally before the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee on February 11, 1931. but subse- 
quently by other means. This bill makes it 
illegal to sell the plumes of Birds-of-Paradisc 
or other smuggled feathers unless the seller 
can produce evidence to satisfy the courts 
that the feathers were brought legally into 
this country before the Tariff Act of 1913 
became effective. This is now under con- 
sideration in Congress, and if it becomes an 
item of the Federal statutes it will virtually 
mean that the last battle of the war waged by 
the Audubon Societies since r8S6 against 
the legalized feather traffic shall have been 

Of course, regardless of how stringent the 
laws may be made, it is probable that feathers 
for millinery decoration will continually be 
smuggled into the country. Despite the 
Association's warden-force, Egrets in the 
southern swarops will continue to be killed 
because there will persist a certain type of 
feminine mind that wants the plumage. 



, Google 



MRS. KATHERINE TIPPETS, PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY, STANDING 

BV SIGN LATER PLACED ON THE MUNICIPAL PIER AT ST. PETERSBURG. WHERE 
THERE ARE NUMEROUS BROWN PELICANS 



Digitized byGoOgIC 



Report of the National Association of Audubon 

Societies and Affiliated Organizations for 

the Year Ending October 19, 1921 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Report OF T. Gilbert Pearson, President 

Introdvction. — Field Agents and OmcE Force. — Affiliated Organ izatioks. — 
Wardens and Reservations.— Legislation.— J uniob Ukpasthent. — Miscel- 
laneous AND Financial. — Conclusion. 

Reports op Field Agents 

Edward H. Forbusb, for New England; Winturop Packard, for Massal'mitsetts; 
wiluam l. flnlev, for the pacific coast states; herbert k. job, appued 
Ornithology; Arthur H, Norton, for Maine; Mrs. Mary S. Sage, for Long 
Island (N. Y.). 

Reports of State Audubon Societies 

Califorota, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Florida, Ilunois, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Missoitsi, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Ohio, Oregon. Rhode Island. 

Reports of Other Affiliated Organizations 

Audubon Association of the Pacific (Calif.).— Audubon Club of Norristowk 
(Pa.).— Audubon SoctETv of Buffalo (N. Y.).— Audubon Society of Genessee 
(N. Y.). — Audubon Society of Irvincton-on-Hudson (N. Y.). — Audubon 
Society of Western Pennsylvania. — Bird Lovers' Club of Brooklyn (N. Y.). — 
Brookune (Mass.) Bird Club. — Burroughs Junior Audubon Society of 
Kingston (N. Y.). — Canandaigua (N. Y.) Bird Club.— Chautauqua (N. V.) 
Bird and Tree Club. — Cocoanut Grove (Fla.) Audubon Society. — Coluhbus 
(Ohio) Audubon Society. — Crawfobdsville (Ind.) Audubon and Nature 
Study Club. — Cumberland County (Maine) Audubon Society. — Dana Natu- 
ral History Society of Albany (N. Y.). — Doylestown (Pa.) Nature Club. — 
F.lrader (Iowa) Audubon Society.— Engle wood (N. J.) Bird Club,— Forest 
Hills Gardens (N. Y.) Audubon Society. — Greystone Park (N.J.) Bi»d Club.— 
Hahilton (Ont.) Bird Protective Society. — Hartford (Conn.) Bird Study 
Club. — Jackson County (Mich.) Audubon Society.— Johnstown (N. V.) 
Burroughs Nature Study Club. — Los Angeles (Calif.) Audubon Society. — 
Manchester (N. H.) Biro Club.— Meriden (Conn.) Bird Club,— Meriden 
(N. H.) Bird Club. — Miami (Fla.) Audubon Society. — Moniclair (N. J.) 
Bird Club. — Neighborhood Nature Club of Westport (Conn.). — Pasadena 
(Calif.) Audubon Society.— Province of Quebec (Can.) Society for the 
Protection op Birds. — Rhinebeck (N. Y.) Bird Club.— Rockaway (N. Y.) 
Bird Club. — St. Louis (Mo.) Bird Club. — St. Petersburg (Fla.) Audubon 
Societv.^Saratoga (N. v.) Bird Club, — Savannah (Ga.) Audubon Society. — 
ScRANTON (Pa.) Bird Club.— Seattle (Wash.) Audubon Society.— Societe 

PROVENCHER D'HiSTOIRE NATURELLE DU CANADA. — SOUTH BEND (ISD.) HUMANE 

SociETV.— Stanton Bird Club (Maine).— St aten Island (N. V.) Bird Club.— 
Sussex County (N. J.) Nature Study Club. — Vico County (Ind.) Bird Club.^ 
Washington State Federation of Women's Clubs. — Waterbury (Conn.) 
Bird Club. — West Chester (Pa.) Bird Club. — Wyncotz (Pa.) Bird Club.— 
Wyoming Valley (Pa.) Audubon Society. 

List of Affiluted Organizations 

Report of Treasurer 

Report of Auditing Committee 



Digitized byGoOgIc 



REPORT OF T. GILBERT PEARSON, PRESIDENT 
INTRODUCTION 

The seventeenth year of this Association's corporative life has come to a 
close, and today we p>ause to look back over the results of the year's efforts 
before turning to the duties that await us on the morrow. It has been a year of 
progress, and the increase of interest on the part of the public for the cause of 
wiJd-life protection has been continuous. There is much for which we may 
rejoice, but, naturally, some things have taken place which we would wish had 
not occurred. Victories achieved for wild-life protection have given cheer and 
encouragement, while certain defeats, and, at times, the Inadequacy of the 
financial support, have necessitated caUing upon our reserve of courage and 
fortitude. 

While heartily regretting the discontinuance of the excellent educational 
conservation work built up in the state of New York under the leadership of 
our Life Member, George D. Pratt, and the failure of the legislatures of North 
Carolina and Florida to establish game commissions, we can take comfort in 
the defeat of certain congressional efforts to estabUsh the principle of ex- 
ploiting our National Parks for individual gain. It is a pleasure to chronicle 
the creation of many new bird sanctuaries and reservations, as well as the 
enlarging membership of this Association and that of many of the state and 
local groups associated with it. Also, the increasing respect shown by Ameri- 
can gunners for the Federal bird-protective laws augurs well for the future 
wild-fowl supply. 

The Association has passed through a year of exacting activities, some of 
which I shall attempt briefly to set forth. Through the warning of friends at 
the right moment, we were able to play a part in inducing President Wilson 
to veto a bill which [lassed Congress for the purpose of turning over to private 
interests an important wild-fowl range in one of the western states. Timely 
warning from another member traveling in the West enabled us to bring 
pressure to bear upon the governor of another western state, who, acting 
within his legal rights, appeared to be on the point of granting permits to kill 
loo prong-homed antelope, a species which has almost disappeared from our 
western plains. As a result, the permits were not granted. 

We have been in active cooperation with the United States Treasury 
Department in the matter of enforcing the law prohibiting the importation of 
plumi^. The Government, continuing its policy of turning over confis- 
cated plumage to this Association for educational purposes, has presented us 
with three more contraband shipments of Paradise and aigrette plumes. 

FIELD AGENTS AND OFFICE FORCE 

The work of the Association's Field Agents has been all that could be 
expected of an earnest, energetic, and loyal group of men and women. 

(334) 
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The educational effort of E. H. Forbush, General Agent for New England, 
is well known by all who follow the activities of bird-protection in this country. 
During the summer your President had the pleasure of visiting with him the 
various Gull and Tem colonies along the Massachusetts coast, which, under 
his watchful eye, have prospered for so many years. 

Winthrop Packard, Agent for the state of Massachusetts, from his head- 
quarters at 66 Newbury Street, Boston, has been energetic and effective, as 
usual, in all the phases of the Association's endeavor within his territory. 

The work of William L. Finley, Agent for the Pacific Coast States, has 
been largely in the field of making and producing additions to his remarkable 
series of motion pictures of wild bird life studies, chiefly in CaUfomla and 
Oregon. One hundred and eighty of his films, representing nine subjects, 
ha^e been in constant circulation in the moving-picture theatres throughout 
the country. 

Herbert K. Job's work in applied ornithology has continued in the dis- 
semination of information regardmg the propagation of birds by artificial 
methods. He has done much lecturing and for several weeks the past summer 
was engaged in making still and motion pictures of wild birds in Connecticut, 
Maine, and eastern Canada. 

Arthur H. Norton, Field Agent for Maine, had much to occupy his time in 
combating adverse legislation at the capital of his state, and, in cooperation 
with state and Federal authorities, inspecting the great sea-bird colonies 
guarded by this Association along that rocky coast. 

Dr. Eugene Swope, Field Agent for Ohio, enjoyed the greater part of his 
sabbatical year studying the bird-life of Florida. He is again engaged in his 
regular duties in Ohio. 

Miss Frances A. Hurd, in Connecticut, who for a time was inactive in the 
Audubon work because of the temporary scarcity of funds in the Junior De- 
partment, recently took up active duties again in her field of effort. 

Mrs. Mary S, Sage sptnt the entire year lecturing on Long Island, in co- 
op>eration with the Bird Club of Long Island. The reports received would 
seem to indicate that there is hardly a school building on the entire island 
which has not been visited by her Ford coup^. 

Miss Katherine H. Stuart represented the Association in conductii^ a 
course in bird-study at the Sununer School at the UniverMty of Virginia, and 
the same work was carried forward by Miss Edna L. Johnson at the University 
of Colorado. 

Reports of some of these representatives have been made and will 
be published with this general report. The work of these various agents 
should never be underestimated. I wish it were possible in this con- 
nection also to enumerate the scores of volunteer workers, who, throughout 
the country, so greatly aid in spreading the principles for which the Audubon 
Society s.tands. 
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I doubt if our membership generally appreciates the earnest and often 
self-sacrificing spirit of the Association's office force. The earnest deare to 
produce the best results and the splendid spirit of cooperation and loyalty 
which runs through this group of twenty men and women is a matter constantly 
commented upon by those in intimate touch with the home office. No one 
man or woman can accomplish much in this world by his or her individual 
effort. The widely expanding influence of the Audubon Societies is due to the 
combined efforts of many workers. The officers and directors of the Asso- 
ciation have given their best thought and endeavor to the building up of 
the Association's work, but their efforts are at best only a fractional part of this 
growing nation-wide organization. 



AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 

During the World War, and for some time afterward, the work of many 
of the Audubon Societies and Bird Clubs naturally suffered. The past year 
has seen a strong revival of activities on the part of the 155 stAte and local 
societies and clubs affiliated with the National Association. A listing of their 
principal activities, even without comment, would be quite beyond the space 
allotted for this report. These societies, therefore, have been invited to submit 
summaries of their work, and a lai^e number of these will be printed with 
this report It has been the pleasure of the home office to cotiperate with 
many of these organizations in their local problems, and in return we have 
received most splendid support from various clubs and societies, not only in 
supporting Federal and State legislation, but in many cases financially. 

There has been an increased number of publications by the affiliated groups. 
Among these may be mentioned the bulletins of the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society, New Hampshire Audubon Society, Illinois Audubon Society, Florida 
Audubon Society, and the Indiana Audubon Society. The GuU, pubhshed by 
the Audubon Association of the Pacific, has continued to appear punctually. 
Attractive reports and yearbooks have been issued by the Bird Club of Long 
Island, the Junior Audubon Society of Brunswick, Maine, the West Chester 
Pennsylvania Bird Club, as well as by the Vermont Bird Club, the Oregon 
Audubon Society, the Ohio Audubon Society, the New Jersey Audubon 
Society, and others. The most handsome publication was by the Soci^te 
Provencher of Quebec. This consists of 88 p^es with covers. It contains 
9 full-page colored plates of birds by Hennessey and 28 half-tone illustrations. 
There is great opportunity for constant cooperation, and all societies interested 
in wild bird and animal life are invited freely to make use of such facihties as 
the National Association may be able to offer them. To give some idea of the 
extent of the Audubon Society organization among adults it may be stated 
that these 155 active branches are distributed as follows: There is one each in 
Arizona, Georgia, Kansas, North Carolina, Montana, Oklahoma, Oregon, 



,iV^.OOt^lC 



Report of the President 337 

Utah, snd Vermont. There are i in Colorado and the same number in Ken- 
tucky, Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, Louisiana, North Dakota, Rhode 
Island, Tennessee, and West Virginia. Iowa has 4; and Florida, Indiana, 
Ohio, and Washington, each has 5. Six are in Illinois and Michigan; 7 in 
New Jersey; 8 in Connecticut; 12 in Massachusetts; 14 in Pennsylvania, and 
29 in New York state. Also there is one in the District of Columbia and 4 in 
the Dominion of Canada. 

A complete list of affiliated organizations, together with the names and 
addresses of the president and secretary will be found published elsewhere 
in connection with this report. 

WARDENS AND RESERVATIONS 

The idea of designating areas of land or water in which wild birds may find 
sanctuary apparently had its distinctive beginning when, on March 14, 1903, 
some of the founders of this Association induced President Roosevelt to declare 
Pelican Island, Florida, a United States Bird Reservation. Today there are 
more than seventy Government bird reservations, some of which are very 
extensive in area. In the neighborhood of eighty other breeding colonies of 
water-birds are guarded by wardens of this Association, There are now many 
state bird reservations, embracing within their boundaries several millions of 
acres of forest and swamp-lands. Various Audubon Societies and bird clubs 
have their bird sanctuaries. City parks, cemeteries, hospital grounds, and 
numerous other territories have been dedicated to the untrammeled use of 
wild-bird life. Many of these, of course, are sanctuaries only in so far as they 
protect the birds from hunters, for to be in reality Cities of Refuge for wild 
feathered life, they should be free from the presence of the domestic cat. The 
bird- reservation idea has gathered greater momentum in this country than in 
any other region in the world, unless it be in areas of India where for religious 
reasons the natives regard it advisable to leave the birds undisturbed. The 
Birdcraft Sanctuary at Fairfield, Conn., still maintains the lead as the most 
perfect exemplification of the bird sanctuary idea. 

During the year, three additional Federal reservations have been established, 
and the boundaries of the one at Indian Key, Fla., have been extended. The 
greatest addition to the reservations cared for by this Association unexpectedly 
came to us as a present from the Legislature of the state of Texas. In 1919 
and 1920 your President eng^ed in making some observations of the bird- 
life of the lower coast of Texas. As a result of this, and of friendly connections 
made with some of the citizens of Texas, the Legislature of that state, at a 
recent special session, passed as an 'emergency measure' a bill authorizing 
the leasing of six islands in Laguna Madre to the Associarion, without cost, for 
a f)eriod of fifty years. The water-birds resorting to these islands are estimated 
to be not less than 100,000. Here are found, not only Snowy Egrets, Ward's 
Herons, Louisiana Herons, Laughing Gulls, Brown Pelicans, and four spedes 
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of Terns, but an extensive colony of the rare Reddish Egret and the only 
nesting colony of White Pelicans known to exist in the waters along the Atlantic 
shores of North America. 

The Association employed about the same number of wardens as last year. 
These men guarded great colonies of sea-birds situated chiefly along our coast 
from Maine to the mouth of the Mississippi River. Interiorly they operated 
also at Moosehead Lake, Maine; in the Great Lakes; and at many of the Heron 
and Egret colonies along the coastal plain of our southern country from central 
North Carolina to western Louisiana. 

In May your President visited twenty-one colonies of Egrets, Herons, and 
Ibises in central Florida and was distressed to find that, largely on account of 
the destructive forces of the Fish Crow, these colonies have much decreased of 
recent years. 

Little killing of birds tor the feather trade has been reported except in 
Florida, where the bush-whacking of Egrets probably will continue as long as 
any are to be found in the southern part of the state. There have been some 
raids by eggers on a few of the sea-bird islands, but the losses from this source 
have been more than offset by an unusually favorable breeding season, owing 
to the absence of storms and high tides at the critical nesting-period. 

LEGISLATION 

At the last session of Congress, before the incoming of the present ad- 
ministration, two bills, intended to exploit the Yellowstone National Park for 
commercial interests, were introduced in the United States Congress and 
pushed with great vigor by their supporters. This Association joined with 
other National oiganizations in a campaign of opposition. Thousands of 
letters and telegrams from our members and affiliated organizations throughout 
the country aided in the defeat of these bills. Members of the Association 
contributed a fund of over $6,000 with which the expenses for publicity, sending 
of agents to Washington, and other defensive measures were met. We were 
also able to contribute financially to the park work of the American Civic 
Association and the National Parks Association, thus aiding them in the 
publication of their bulletins of propaganda. 

During the present session of Congress attempts have been made by our 
enemies to revive these bills. Thus far, however, little progress has been made. 
In this connection I may draw your attention to the fact that upon the occa- 
sion of our annual gathering, one year ago, the Association directed by 
resolution that telegrams be sent to Warren G. Harding and James M. Cox 
asking of each the question, whether in the event of his being elected President 
of the United States his policy would be to guard the National Parks and bird 
reservations against commercial attempts to exploit them, and whether he 
would favor the enforcement of our treaty with Canada for the protection of 
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migratory birds. Allow me on this occasion formally to report the prompt 
receipt of the following telegram from Mr. Harding: 

"Thank you for your tdegram of October 16. If you care to do so you may use the fol- 
lowing message and release to the pren: 'lamfuUy infavor of a policy which will guard the 
integrity of our National Parks and our Bird Reservations. I favor the enforcement of the 
Treaty with Canada for the protection of valuable migratory birds.' Please accept my greet- 
ing to your Association." 

It need only be added that Mr. Harding has kept his word, and when the 
attack on the National Parks was renewed last spring, and we filed protest with 
the Secretary of the Interior, we received a reply from that gentleman to the 
effect that we need have no fear as to the result of these bills in Congress, as 
Preadent Harding had already given this Association his word that he would 
defend these great natural museums of scenery and out-of-door life, 

Several bills are now before our National taw-makers in which the Asso- 
ciation is greatly interested. One was drawn for the purpose of requiring a 
license of (i from all people who desire to hunt migratory game-birds. The 
funds thus collected are to be used for the payment of additional Federal game- 
wardens, and for the purchase of areas of territory suitable for breeding or 
feeding places of migratory birds, particularly Wild Ducks and Geese. 

Many reports have reached us of the destruction of bird-life caused by 
pouring into the harbors and along the coast crude oil from vessels reaching 
our shores. We are actively supporting two bills in Congress looking to the 
abolishment of this evil. 

Despite the provision in the Tarifif Act of 1913, which prohibits the im- 
portation of feathers of wild birds into the United States, immense quantities 
of high-priced plumes have entered the cotmtry, to be displayed, sold, and 
worn in all our krge centers of population. The plumage one most often sees 
is that of the Minor Bird-of-Paradise. With a view of amending the law in 
such a way as to put an end to the sale of these smuggled goods, your President 
asked for and received pennission to appear before the Ways and Means 
Committee drafting the new Tariff Act. Shortly before the date set for his 
appearance it was learned that the United States Millinery Chamber of Com- 
merce had the same idea in view, and had already prepared a bill looking to 
this end. After conference in Washington with the representatives of this 
Chamber of Commerce it was decided by your President and First Vice- 
President, who were present, to support tfie measure as it had been drafted by 
the milliners' attorney. It happened, therefore, that on February 11, 1921, 
representatives of the Audubon Society and of our ancient enemies, the whole- 
sale milliners, met in our Capital City in support of a measure which we both 
hoped to see enacted into law. 

As I sat in the committee-room that day, and looked about at the faces of 
men who on various occasions during the past twelve years we had opposed in 
legislative oomniittee-iooiDs in different parts of the countiy, I could but 
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reflect on the vast changes in sentiment which the years have brought. Here 
sat men who for many years had expended time and money seeking to retain 
their ancient privilege of deaUng in the plumage of wild birds, but now, when 
at last it had become illegal to handle the feathers, these same men, being 
honest, were interested m securing a law which would force dishonest men to 
observe its provisions. 

The new Tariff Act is still pending in Congress, but we have stroi^ hopes 
that when it is enacted, the display of Paradise feathers in our dty stores will 
come to an end. Our Association also advocated the placing of an import 
duty on song-birds brought into this country. The Tariff Bill now pending 
contains this provision for which we asked. 

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 

In a letter received from Miss Ada B. Copeland, principal of the Riverside 
School at Grand Junction, Colo., the writer said: 

"Our school for four years has had its Junior Audubon Club. During this 
period over forty species of birds have been identified and studied on the 
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school-grounds and many more in the immediate vicinity. The older people, 
as well as young, of the ne^hborhood have become real bird-lovers, and much 
has been done for the protection of bird-life and to encourage birds to build 
near our homes. The past year, interest aroused by the Junior Audubon Club 
in behalf of bird-life resulted in the raising of a fund for the erection of an 
Audubon bird-fountain and bath in Riverside Park. This was dedicated 
in June, 1920, with exercises by the entire school. It is the first bird-bath in 
the city, or even in the county." 

A large number of similar letters have been received from principals and 
teachers throughout the United States and Canada. At hundreds of 
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schools bird-boxes were built and erected. Programs on Bird Day and 
at other periods were rendered by Junior Clubs in thousands of com- 
munities. Parents naturally are interested in what their children are doing, 
and so an immense missionary work is constantly being carried on among the 
adults of the country through the interest aroused among pupils by our 
Junior Department. 

Owing to the difficulty in securing funds and the high cost of printing, it 
was found impossible again the past year to supply all those who sought 
Junior membership, and the lo-cent membership fees were returned to many 
disappointed groups of little children. Chiefly by the aid of the $20,000 
contributed by our unnamed Benefactor, we were able to form 5,851 bird- 
study clubs in the schools, with a total membership of 229,784. The coming 
year it will be possible to supply a greater number as more funds have been 
made available and there has been a slight drop in the cost of printing. Edu- 
cational leaflets, colored bird pictures, outline drawings, and Audubon buttons 
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have been manufactured to the extent of 300,000 sets, and the present 
demands for material would seem to indicate that there will be calls for 
this great stock of bird literature before the schools close next June. 
To those actively engaged in the handling of this important phase of the 
Association's activities it is a source of unending regret that sufficient funds 
are not in hand to push this organization among the children to the 
maximum extent. 

We have the experience, the organization, the good will of the school 
authorities, and the enthusiasm of the children sufficient to enroll one million 
or perhaps two million annually if we could only meet the necessary 50 per 
cent of the expense. The children's fees, it will be remembered, cover the 
remainder of the cost. 

In the work of placing the subject before the teachers of the country and 
in the distribution of the literature, the Association has enjoyed, as heretofore, 
the active cooperation of a number of the State Audubon Societies and local 
affiliated organizations. Some, also, have aided financially. For example, 
the Bird Club of Long Island supplied funds sufficient to pay 70 per cent of 
the entire expense of employing Mrs. Mary S. Sage as a lecturer in the schools 
of Long Island throughout the year, and in supplying the Island children with 
literature. The Massachusetts Audubon Society has contributed generously. 
In Oregon, Indiana, and some other places, literature has been distributed by 
the State Societies, which also bore the expense of the necessary clerical assis- 
tance and postage. The New Jersey Audubon Society again co&perated in 
the Junior organization work in that state. Many others have provided 
speakers to go into the schools and present the subject. The organized co- 
operative work of various societies and clubs is constantly increasing, with 
good results to the cause. 

The following table shows the distribution of the Junior Clubs in the 
s states and Canada during the'school year ending June i, 1921. 



Summary Ending June I, I92I 



Suio 

Alabama 

Ariwma 

Arkansas 


Club. 

4 

>8 

141 

51 

-84 

38 

176 


559 
JJI) 

738 

s.m 

3,301 
6,977 
1,551 

5° 
5,963 


St.l« 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 


Club, 
18 

3™ 


MtDben 

8s6 

411 

13,457 

6,700 

4,Jo6 

".543 

119 
1.471 
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Delaware 


Kentucky 


»S 


Rorida 


Mnirift 


41 



DiailizedbyGoOgle 



Report of the President 343 

ANNUAL 8UM11ART OP JUNIOR AUDUBON CLUBS AND MBUBBRS. coBtlnucd 

Sutn a lib* Ucmben Suiet Club* Mtmbcn 

Maryland 58 1,482 PenniylvaDis 607 25,086 

Massachusetts 4q; 18,131 Rhode Idaod 13 651 

Michigan 146 5,840 South Caroliiu 16 508 

Minnesota 101 8,183 South DakoU 36 1,184 

Mississippi 5 164 Tennessee 9 518 

Missouri 1 10 4,o8i Texas 41 1,697 

Montana 27 1,115 Utah 36 ogi 

Nebraska 79 *.897 Vermont JS ',052 

Nevada 8 313 Virginia 41 1,838 

New Hampshire 40 1,404 Washington . . 114 S1J92 

New Jerae>- 243 10,689 W»t Virginia 33 1^84 

New Mexico 4 i8a Wisconsin 159 6,139 

New York 843 33,664 Wyomiii); 8 »74 

North Carolina 11 339 Canada 358 1,1571 

North DakoU 37 1,188 British Guiana 1 26 

Ohio ()i6 22,562 Japan o 20 

Oklahoma 9 377 Totals 5,851 220,787 

Oregon 32 3,635 



MISCELLANEOUS AND FINANCIAL 

Within the year our Supply Department sold at cost 518 stereopUcon 
slides, as well as several thousand dollars' worth of leaflets, hird-books, field- 
glasses, bird-charts, and other helps to bird students. We issued 3,060,000 
Educational Leaflets, and other circulars to the extent of 110,000. During 
the year there were' enrolled 152 Life Members at $100 each. From the estate 
of Betsy S. Beal, of Boston, Mass., we received a bequest of $100. The 311m 
realized from these sources, together with $770 in gifts, totaled $16,070 ad<lfid 
to the permanent Endowment Fund. The Sustaining Membership (fee $5 
annually) has this year numbered 4,527, the largest yet attained. The total 
income for the year was $153,304.93. 

CONCLUSION 

It is with deep sorrow that we record the death of one of our most 
beloved directors. Dr. Joel Asaph Allen, of the American Museum of 
Natural History, who passed from this earth on August 39, 1931, at an ^e 
of more than 83 years. 

He was one of the founders of this Association and had been an active and 
deeply interested member of the Board since its first organization. He was a 
scholar and scientific investigator of rare and unusual abihty and possessed at 
all times a spirit of great modesty and unselfishness. In the councils of this 
Association his services were invaluable, and he was always so kind and sympa- 
thetic in bis attitude toward others that it was a great privilege to be associated 
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with him. By his deitlh thisAssociation has lost one of its most loyal, earnest, 
and devoted friends. 

Recently, by direction of the Board of Directors, there was made and 
erected in the home office of the Association a bronze tablet bearing this legend: 



The cost of the tablet was borne by a few of Mr. Dutcher's old personal 
friends, and chief among those who showed dee[)est interest in this memorial 
was Mrs. Kingsmill Marrs, a loyal member of the Association and friend and 
admirer of our lamented first President and founder. 
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REPORTS OF FIELD AGENTS 

REPORT OF EDWARD HOWE PORBUSH, FIELD AGENT 
FOR NEW ENGLAND 

There is much to be said about the protection of birds in New England 
during the past year, but for lack of space this report must be devoted to two 
important topics: (i) The danger that menaces the Gulls and Terns of New 
England; (2) the increasing destruction of small birds by gunners. 

It b well known that the greatest nurseries of sea-birds in New England 
are located on certain islands ofT the Maine coast. There the Gulb and Terns 
are protected by wardens employed by the National Association of Audubon 
Societies, and there these birds have increased largely within recent years. In 
that region there are many islands well offshore, so situated that the protection 
of the birds breeding upon them is not difficult. On some of the islands Petrels 
may have been decreased or extirpated by dogs and cats, and the Eider Ducks 
are barely holding their own, but, on the whole, the protective work there has 
been eminently successful. One colony of Herring Gulls on the New Hampshire 
coast, which is continuaUy raided by eggers, will be exterminated if it is not 
protected soon by a warden. 

On the Massachusetts coast, Gulls and Terns have been increasing under 
protection for years, but now they have reached their height, and this year 
they have begun to decrease. Here many of their breeding-places are on 
islands close to the coast in bays or harbors or even on the mainland. In such 
locations protection becomes difficult. The National Association has but one 
warden on the Massachusetts coast. Other protection that has been given the 
birds in the past has been either by local authorities or by the Massachusetts 
Conservation Commis^on. Recently protection has been extended to only 
five colonies, and this year there has been no caretaker for the Least Terns on 
the south coast of Martha's Vineyard. 

Arctic Terns are not known to breed anywhere south of Massachusetts. 
The lovely Roseate Terns nest nowhere else in the Northeast, with the ex- 
ception of a few birds which may still breed on some of the islands of Maine 
and Nova Scotia. Massachusetts is beheved to be the last stronghold of Least 
Terns north of Virginia. Elsewhere in the East they are beheved to have been 
extirpated. Probably the nimiber now breeding in Massachusetts is less than 
200. Only the strictest protection can possibly save them. 

Herring Gulls have been breeding for several years in two locaUties in 
Massachusetts, but their numbers are small. They are so situated that very 
little protection can be afforded them, and probably they will be unable to 
maintain themselves long. 

Common Terns are breeding on Muskeget, Penikese, Gull, the Wepeckets, 
Pine, and several other small islands, as well as on Martha's Vineyard and 
Nantucket and along the shores of Cape Cod, This year, however, their 
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numbers have decreased. iTis doubtful if more than loo pairs bred successfully 
this year on the Wepeckets. The great colony on Mu^eget has decreased 
considerably. The colonies on the outer beaches of Nauset and Chatham 
have practically disappeared. The colony at Monomoy has been dedmated. 
The colony at Truro was raided by eggers, and the other- colonies show really 
no signs of increase. The Nauset colony is the only prosperous one visited 
by me in 1921. 

Roseate Terns have been breeding this year m greater ot lesser numbers 
at Penikese, Muskeget, Chatham, Monomoy, and Nauset, the largest colonies 



COMMON TERN ON NEST WFTH YOUNG IN BACKGROUND. NOTE LONG WINGS AND 
THE COMPARATIVELY SHORT TAIL 
Fbobifnpbed by Ednrd Howe Forinnh 

being at Muskeget and Chatham. At Chatham and Muskeget there was 
great mortality among the young birds, and at Chatham many adult birds 
were killed by rats. Elsewhere they do not seem to be increasing now. A 
small number of Arctic Terns bred at several of the colonies last year. This 
year only one colony was located — that on the north beach at Chatham, 
which was wiped out. It was first swept by a high tide and later raided by 
cats and skunks, which destroyed both eggs and young and drove the parent 
birds away. Only a few pairs were known to breed anywhere on the Massa- 
chusetts coast this year. 

Very few occupied nests of Least Terns were noted. On the south shore o£ 
Martha's Vineyard, where for several years about aoo Terns of this spedes 
have bred, less than zo nests were reported. There were a few on Monomoy, 
and a small number bred at other places on Cape Cod and on the mainland. 
Not one was found on Nantucket where they formerly were reported. The 
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south shore of Martha's Vineyard is the safest and best breedii^-place for the 
Least Tern in New England. If by reason of persecution by man or natura 
enemies they once leave that shore, extirpation from New Ei^land will in- 
evitably foUow unless strict protection can be given them wherever they settle. 
On Martha's Vineyard there are no raccoons, skunks, or foxes, few minks, 
and very few other inimical mammab. The greatest natural enemy there, 
as well as on the mainland, is the domestic cat run wild. These animals roam 
the Vineyard in considerable numbers. If the birds are to exist there, wardens 
will be. required to destroy wandering cats and rats on that part of the bland. 
Elsewhere though the birds nest from time to time, they will be driven away 



ROSEATE TERN ON > 



by their natural enemies and molestation by summer people on the beaches. 
There is no safety for them anywhere in Massachusetts unless strictly protected 
during the breeding-season by resident wardens. Even if so guarded, all 
beaches on which these Terns are likely to breed are by law open to the public. 
As the beaches become more and more frequented, there will always be danger 
that the eggs and young, the colors of which resemble that of the sand on which 
they lie, will be trodden under foot. 

Many Tern colonies now lie near popular beaches and are visited by many 
summer sojourners and tourists. The birds are constantly disturbed and 
driven from their nests. Such disturbance increasing will in time drive them 
from any locality. The old notion that Terns leave their eggs to be hatched 
by the heat of the sun is an error. The eggs must be constantly incubated and 
the newly hatched young must be brooded to preserve their lives. If exposed 
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long to the sun's heat, they die. Along the New EngUnd coast, in summer, 
there are many southerly or southwesterly gales, when the dry sand of the 
beaches blows over the breeding-grounds. If the Terns are driven from their 
nests at such a time, especially when the young are hatching, the sand b blown 
on the little chicks while their feathers are still wet, it adheres to them, and 
they are soon buried. Eggs also are thus buried. Someone should be at hand 
to see that the birds are never disturbed on such days. 

Foreigners, fishermen, and eggers take every opportunity to raid colonies 
of nesting birds, taking the eggs or the young, which they use for food or for 



bait. Every part of the mainland upon which the birds can breed is continually 
overrun by cats, dogs, skunks, and other natural enemies of the birds. As 
soon as a colony is established, these enemies concentrate upon it. Many 
people who summer in New England leave cats along the shore which run wild, 
and numberless skunks seem to thrive on the beaches. There are a few small 
Tern colonies on the coasts of Rhode Island and Coimecticut, and all that has 
been said about better protection in Massachusetts would apply also to these 
colonies. 

Penikese Island is now the property of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
but since the leper colony has been removed from the island, the state authori- 
ties have had offers from intending purchasers. This island, the property of 
the Commonwealth, should be preserved for all time as a breeding-pUce for 
birds. It is one of the best strongholds of the Roseate Terns, and thousands 
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of Common Terns nest there. They have been decimated from time to time 
by cats liept on the island, but the cats can be eliminated. If, during the 
breeding season of the Terns, an efficient guard could be placed on Penikese to 
keep down the natural enemies of the birds and to forbid landing, no doubt the 
, Terns would continue to occupy it indefinitely. It is far from shore, no steamers 
stop there, and no better location could be desired. On this island Louis 
Agassiz maintained his famous School of Natural History. If the state of 
Massachusetts will not retain Penikese, it should be placed in charge of the 
National Association of Audubon Societies for all time. 

INCRBASINO DESTRUCTION OP SMALL BIRDS BY GUNNERS 

In all his experience in New England, your Agent never has received so 
many complaints regarding the destruction of small birds by gimners as during 
the past year. The number of gunners is increasing rapidly. When Massa- 
chusetts first began to issue hunters' licenses, the number issued was about 
30,000. In a few years it has increased to over 100,000. As soon as the shooting 
season for shore birds opened in August, reports began to come in to the eSect 
that gimners were shooting Gulls, Terns, and small shore-birds. Swallows, 
Sparrows, and birds of many kinds protected by taw. When the Duck season 
opened, these complaints increased, and when the general hunting season 
began, there were more reports of the killing of Robins, Flickers, and other 
small land-birds. Much of this destruction, it is said, was done by automobile 
[larties which scour the country in all directions. Government and state 
wardens have apprehended some of these people, but the tiumber of wardens 
is insufficient to cope with this element, and they are not provided with ade- 
quate means for transportation. With the constantly increasing number of 
gunners, if the song-birds are to receive any adequate protection, the National 
Association may be obliged to secure the appointment of additional wardens 
for this purpose. 

REPORT OF WINTHROP PACKARD, FIELD AGENT 
FOR MASSACHUSETTS 
In summing up the activities of the past year, your Massachusetts agent is 
pleased to find that, in spite of hard times, total receipts of the office have 
actually exceeded disbursements by a modest sum. Through lectures and 
other personal activities, many newspaper articles and a very vigorous and 
persistent use of the mails, the work and needs of the National Association of 
Audubon Societies have been continually kept before the people of the state. 
Seventy-three new Sustaining Members and three Life Members have been 
added to the rolls, and 18,231 Jimiors joined the bird-study classes in the 
public schools. The demand for the Junior Class leaflets thus used exhausted 
the supply early in May. Notice was sent immediately to superintendents 
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and teachers, but before the rush could be stopped 2,331 applicants came in 
and had to be denied the privilege. Your Agent immediately started a 
state-wide inquiry to increase the funds for leaflets for the coming year. To 
date, $836 has thus been received and a corre^mndingly increased number 
of leaflets will be printed, thanks to the generosity of several hundred friends 
of the birds. 

Th^ work of the year has been far too varied for detailed mention. Two 
specimen items may be given, however. As a part of Worcester's April Bird 
Festival, your Agent, accompanied by the Rev. Arthur E. Wilson, toured the 
outlying schools of the city, giving a brief talk to the children on Junior work. 
Mr. Wilson spoke also, giving some of his cTcellent whistling reproductions of 
bird music. In the afternoon the grades of the nearby schoob assembled in the 
high school auditorium where a more elaborate program was given, an illus- 
trated talk, bird movies, and whistling. Nearly a thousand children were 
present. In the evening this program was repeated to an adult audience. It 
was a busy day but a useful one for the work. Again, during a part of June and 
all July your Agent spent one day a week at the International Scout Leader's 
Camp at Plymouth, teaching birds to Girl Scout leaders from all over the 
country as well as some from abroad. Here again the opportunity was seized 
to make the work of the National Association dearly known to Scout leaders 
in nature work from many distant states as well as to those of Massachusetts. 
Your Agent finds the gospel of bird-protection everywhere received gladly. 

REPORT OF WILLIAM L. FINLEY, FIELD AGENT FOR 
THE PACIFIC COAST STATES 

Our field-work during the past year has been mostly in various parts of 
California, especially through the southern part of the state, where we worked 
through the winter and up to June i. An attempt was made to find the home 
of the California Condor, in order to get a life series of motion pictures of this 
rare bird. We were unsuccessful because the birds have been exterminated 
in the locality where we had found them in 1906. We secured an interesting 
series of motion pictures of some of the desert birds that live in the last area of 
the desert country remaining in the region east of Los Angeles. Where we 
t>hotographed Least Terns in ipo6, the colonies were entirely gone. Because 
■ of increased settlement along the coast and the exploitation of oil-fields in 
these localities, it will be but a comparatively short time until the Least Terns 
will be exterminated in southern California, their last nesting-place on our 
western borders. But a few small colonies remain. Some remarkable motion 
pictures were taken of various spedes of Hummingbirds, Cactus Wrens, 
California Thrashers, Bush-tits, Bam Owls, several species of bats, and the 
opossum which, introduced some time ago, has become quite abundant in 
certain parts of California. 
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In conjunction with field-work, a series of motion picture lectures was 
given during the winter under the auspices of school institutes, schools, clubs, 
and other organizations in southern California. 

In order to secure wider publicity for the protection of wild birds and 
animals among people who give these matters little or no attention, nine of our 
moving-picture stories have been released during the past year through the 



Goldwyn Exchanges by the Bray Pictures Corporation. From twenty to 
thirty copies of each story were made, and each of these is having wide and 
continuous use in moving picture theatres in the United States and foreign 
countries. The subjects released were as follows: 

(i) 'Tree-top Concert Stngen; ' (j) 'Paradise for Birds,' a. story of Malheut Lake 
Reservation with an appeal to prevent its destruction; (3) 'Adopting a Bear Cub;' (4) 
'chumming witii Chipmunks;' (5) 'Gipsy Scientists,' showing a pack trip through northern 
Washington with pictures of different birds and aoimals; (6) 'Hoot, Mon,' a study of different 
kinds of Owls; (7) 'No Reg'lar Bird,' a series of life pictures of the Hummingbird; (8) 
'Hooters and Honkers,' illustrating Grouse and Geese; (q) Song Birds as Citizens,' showing 
tfaeeconomic value of insect-eating birds. 

Each of these stories has been released with the name of the National 
Association of Audubon Societies in its beginning title. Some of them relate 
espedally to Audubon work, such as encouraging children to put out food and 
baths for birds, the value of wild-bird reservations, and the last release in 
particular showed how children in the public schoob may attract and protect 
birds by buildmg bird-houses and renting them for a song. These pictures 
have created a popular interest and another series of reels is now being released 
to fit into the programs of moving-picture theatres whose patrons are asking 
for nature studies as well as plays. 
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We are now maidng up a series of motion -picture reels to be used by the 
National Association of Audubon Societies for educational purposes. The plan 
is to make up a film library from the best negatives which we have secured 
durinf; the past eight years, showing interesting traits in the lives of wild birds 
and animals, illustrating various wild-fowl reservations and all the phases of 
Audubon work. When completed, this will make a series of 20,000 or 30,000 
feet of choice film, or a motion-picture library that can be used for exhibition 
purposes. 

Malheur Lake Reservation, our greatest wild-fowl nursery in the West, is 
likely to be saved from the scheme of promoters who have been trying to drain 



LAKE MERRITT, OAKLAND. CALIFORNIA. A SUCCESSFUL WILD FOWL RETREAT 

IN THE MIDST OF THE CITY 

Photogripbed by WilLiim L. ind Irene Finley 

or dry up the lake. After the reservation was created by special proclamation 
of Theodore Roosevelt, on August 18, 1908, there arose a conflict of interest 
in the land and water between the state of Oregon and the Federal Government. 
An eSort was made last year to settle this matter by popular vote of the 
citizens of Oregon whereby the state relinquished its rights on Malheur Lake, 
but this failed. However, such interest has been aroused in the Reservation 
that the SoUcitor's Office of the Department of Agriculture has made a thorough 
investigation during the past year, and the diversion of the water from Malheur 
Lake and the rights and title o{ the United States to the lajid within the 
meander line of the Reservation have been found to be substantial. It is 
likely that action in the Federal court will be taken shortly to prevent further 
drying up of Malheur Lake and the consequent destruction of its great bird 
colonies. 

Eternal vigilance is the price that lovers of the out-of-doors have to pay to 
prevent the continued extermination of wild birds and animals. During the 
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past year, the Oregon Fish Commission, at the request of commercial fishermen, 
secured a special sea-going boat and equipped it for the purpose of extermi- 
nating the Steller sea lions in all the colonies along the Oregon Coast. This 
has been done because the fishermen claim that these animals are destroying 
large numbers of young salmon. Scientific investigation carried on under the 
cooperative direction of the California Fish Commission and the United States 
Bureau of Fisheries showed that these animals live largely on squids or octopus 
and other sea-food of no value. Yet, in the face of this, the sea lion colonies 
off the Oregon coast have been raided, with the exception of those on Three 
Arch Rocks Reservation. Opposite these a large warning has been posted by 
the Biological Survey and the reservation has been guarded to prevent the 
useless destruction of these creatures. 



REPORT OF HERBERT K. JOB, DEPARTMENT OF 
APPLIED ORNITHOLOGY 

Seven years of effort have brought the Department to a point where the 
whole subject and work of Applied Ornithology, with its various ramifications, 
is well systematized, the material thoroughly in hand, and an ever-growing 
constituency being aided and instructed. In fact, the work has very far out- 
stripped its original conception. 

Though the cost of publication has made it still inexpedient to put out new 
bulletins and leaflets incoqxirating the later results of our research work, the 
former ones, which were very carefully prepared, still answer in the main for 
practical needs. A steady volume of inquiries and requests for help continue 
to come in. A recent one is from an agency for the sale of bird-houses, for 
various details of information about habits and requirements of birds, with the 
request that they may refer their customers to our Department for instruction — 
which, of course, we are glad to grant. 

This Department, as one of the pioneer agencies in encouraging a broad 
view as to propagation methods with so-called 'game' species and wild water- 
fowl, has now Uved to see this side of wild-bird conservation established as a 
nation-wide industry, with invested capital in the millions of dollars and large 
and increasing output. This movement has now a recognized 'trade magazine' 
in The Game-Breeder, under the able leadership of our friends and allies, Dwight 
W. Huntington and his son, John C. Huntington, with whom we work in 
friendly cooperation, as well as with the other organizations interested in such 
work. Not a small part of our work is in helping the many beginners who have 
been taking up these practical and widely varied lines of effort. 

One practical detail of our work has attracted much attention, which is the 
method used at our Amston Experiment Station for wintering wild Ducks by 
means of our model aquatic house-— original, but not patented! Frequently 
we are called upon to furnish plans and specifications for building similar 
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houses in different public parks or private preserves over the country. As the 
latest of these, we have just revised the blue-prints for one being built by Mr. 
Chester K. Brooks on his estate near Cleveland, Ohio, where he is going ex- 
tensively into the cultivation of wild water-fowl. 

The lecture calls, as usual, have been interesting. For instance, the tour 
of Maine cities last year created the demand for more, and a more extended 
itinerary, including most of the original places, was carried through last April. 
Lectures were given in three colleges — Bowdoin, Bates, and Colby, At Port- 
land, five school lectures were given in one day, with the Bowdoin College 
lecture that evening — quite a full day's work! At Bangor we had the large 
Bangor Opera House for our lecture with motion pictures, which was jammed 
to the doors with some 2,000 auditors, about 800 more, according to the 
theatre manager, being turned away. Another good tour was in Canada, 
including Montreal, Hamilton, and Ottawa, the latter being under the auspices 
of the Government Department of National Parks, at the Victoria Memorial 
Museum. At Hamilton the opening was delayed for about half an hour, till 
the crowds which blocked the sidewalks could get in. 

The past summer was devoted to a tour of the northern coasts, to secure 
new motion pictures of northern wild-bird life for the educational purposes of 
this Association. This was in continuation of the joint publicity arrangement 
with the C. L. Chester Productions, mentioned in last year's report. Every- 
thing went off as planned on a long trip including the Magdalen Islands, the 
Bird Rocks, northern Nova Scotia, and the coast of Maine. Among the scenes 
secured was one series of a pair of Least Sandpipers cuddling their young on 
the palm of the outstretched hand, with various other spectacular things. In 
aU we secured over a mile and a half of first-class film, which will compose about 
six new subjects, and will be used for the national and international trade 
channels under the name of this Association, to interest the public in wild 
birds and in our work, as well as for the direct lecture work of this Association. 

To accomplish this it was necessary to omit for this season our usual Summer 
School session at Amston, Conn., yet visitors and individual learners were 
received there as usual, and, with a resident keeper in charge, the work for and 
with the birds went right on. The nesting-boxes, as usual, were fully occupied, 
many having three nestings, leaving most boxes this fall crammed full. Of 
the various propagation work it may be mentioned that from the Redheads, 
Pintails, Black Ducks, and Wood Ducks young were again raised, and of these 
and others we are establishing valuable breeding strains. 

The work at Amston has developed to a pass in which we need opportunity 
for enlargement of scope and of building for all time. A movement is now on 
foot to obtain backing to take over, under full control in the near future, this 
beautiful lake and environs on long lease, with option to purchase, malting it 
permanently a wild-life sanctuary, a link of the National chain of wildfowl 
refuges and our Audubon Society Experiment Station in Applied Ornithology, 
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to which lovers of birds and nature may ever continue to resort for enjoyment 
and instruction. As this is one' of the scenic 'high-spots' of this part of the 
country, such a consummation would be abundantly worth while. 



REPORT OF ARTHUR H. NORTON, FIELD AGENT 
FOR MAINE 

The winter was one of unusual mildness. The regular winter resident birds 
found much bare ground and shores free from ice, with open coves and bays. 
Hence no particular effort was demanded to relieve species sometimes threat- 
ened with hardship or starvation. A session of the State Legislature, lasting 
from January i into April, required attention. The movement, perennial 
since 1907, to make Mount Katahdin a state park and wild-life reservation 
assumed imposing proportions and shape, only once more to meet defeat, 
notwithstanding great effort on the part of the Audubon Societies and other 
organizations and individuals. 

A bill to allow the "killing of Sea Gulls" was introduced. It was shown 
the Committee, evidently ignorant of the fact that these birds came under the 
protection of the Federal Migratory Bird Act, and that the state could not 
take such action; and further shown that by an act of the previous Legislature, 
the State had full power to act in coiiperation with the Federal authorities in 
giving relief from actual damage done by these and other wild birds. The bill, 
however, passed but was vetoed by Governor Baxter. 

Through our effort, the local Audubon Society and the local Association for 
the Protection of Fish and Game had a large poster printed, giving the provi- 
^ons of the Federal Migratory Act, with maximum penalty in its reUtion to 
this state. This was sent through the state by the resident U. 5. Game Warden 
under frank. Postmasters responded by posting the notice, thus reaching 
thousands of people. At the request of Federal Game Warden, Bertrand G. 
Smith, I went as pilot on a trip by water along the coast, among the islands 
and ledges where sea-fowl are shot. Nearly a hundred gunning-places were 
thus visited. 

In June, with the cooperation of the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Game, Hon. Willis E. Parsons, in the state boat and with State Warden Capt. 
Herbert L. Spinney, a trip of inspection of the colonies of breeding sea-birds 
from SmaU Point to the westerly side of Penobscot Bay was carried out. On 
these trips it was found that in early May many Eider Ducks were bedded near 
past and present breeding-places of the species, and in June several scattered 
birds were found at places well to the west of their last-known breeding-stations. 
The colony of Laughing Gulls was found to be in excellent condition and now 
numbers several hundred birds. They are commonly seen at Bath, a distance 
of twenty-five miles from their breeding-ground. 

Herring Gulls have increased enormously, and during the past ten years 
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have extended their breeding-range on our coast nearly 60 miles to the west- 
ward, with many large colonies. The great increase and expansion of a powerful 
pugnacious species, probably of all of our large birds with the possible exception 
of the Common Crow best adapted to respond and exist under human invasion 
of the land, has had a marked effect on other species. It is believed that it has 
given confidence and encouragement to the Eider Duck to linger at long- 
abandoned places formerly occupied by these two species, and it is hoped and 
to be expected that the Eider may slowly return to some of its old haunts. 

On the other hand. Terns have sufiered extensively by the change, and the 
welfare of the only colony of Laughing Gulls is threatened. Metinic Green 
Islaad, once the home of one of the largest colonies of Terns in Maine, is now 
occupied by an even larger colony of these Gulls, and the Terns, except about 
a dozen persistent birds, have been forced to find other quarters. But since 
other breeding-places of the species have been taken by the Gulls, the Terns 
have been forced to occupy many small inlets and ledges, often very near the 
mainland where they are liable to the depredations of brown rats and mink, 
and much more exposed to the vandalism of the sagacious Crows which have 
always found these rocks excellent feeding-grounds. By a conservative 
estimate, it seems probable that upwards at 60,000 pairs of Gulls bred this year 
on the coast of Maine. With the normal increase of these large numbers of 
Gulls during the next few years under the absolute protection which they enjoy, 
we shall probably see a much greater invasion of the territory once available 
to the weaker birds. Economically the Gulls are a much greater factor, both 
for good and for ill, than the Terns and Laughing Gulls. 

The Laughing Gull gives but scant attention to garbage, resorting to the 
estuaries and long creeks where vast areas of flats are exposed, feedii^ on the 
marine forms, worms, many of which are carnivorous, and the lesser crusta- 
ceans, and probably small fishes. Though the Terns are to a considerable 
extent insectivorous, their part as scavengers is very snmll, their food con- 
sisting largely of sand eels and shrimp, with small squid and snmll fishes of 
various kinds, which, with the exception of the carnivorous squid, are chiefly 
important as food for larger fishes. The Herring Gull is omnivorous, acting a 
most important part as a scavenger, and preying on a long hst of carnivorous 
marine animals; they also eat many insects. Their destruction of food fishes 
is no doubt far outweighed by their destruction of carnivorous worms, echino- 
derms, and mollusks which form, with garbage, the constant and staple part of 
their diet throughout the year, 

Against their good services, where fish or other garble is used to dress 
land, they flock there and undo the work of the farmer who n^lects to plow 
under the animal dressing used. It is claimed, no doubt with truth, that they 
devour the e^s and young of smaller birds which would breed in their vicinity. 
The claim that in certain sections they are destructive to crops of berries is 
probably true. The situation with the Herring GuU has reached that stage 
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where the most careful attention is due. Since the cessation of spring shooting, 
which has endured for about twenty years. Black Ducks have increased greatly, 
and these fine birds are again breeding throughout the state in large numbers 
and in places where they had long been banished as breeding birds. 

Various breeding-places of the Wood Duck are yearly coming to light, and 
other species of Ducks are now found breeding, which were previously unknown, 
or only to be found in remote parts of the state. It is gratifying to be able to 
report the discovery of a heretofore unknown colony of considerable size of 
Great Blue and Black-crowned Night Herons on the coast, which is in good 
condition. The conditions existing in this state today show that the prophecy 
of twenty years ago, that the regulations now in force would do much to restore 
the then rapidly diminishing wild birds, is being realized in an absolutely 
conclusive manner. 

REPORT OF MARY S. SAGE, FIELD AGENT 
FOR LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

To show the work done on Long Island during the past year, I will quote 
from the annual report of the Bird Club of Long Island, Mrs. Richard Derby 
(Ethel Roosevelt), Secretary: 

"During the months of the school year of 1919-20 Mrs. Sage spoke to more 
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than 10,000 children. During the year just closing hei audiences have totaled 
more than 30,000. In 1919-20,102 Junior Audubon Classes, with a membership 
of 3,023 were formed for six to ten weeks' study in the schools, because of the 
interest created by Mrs. Sage in her talks to the pupils. This year 14a classes 
have been organized, with a membership of 4,269. A great number of talks 
have been given, by request, in private houses to groups of members, to clubs 
and associations such as the Home Bureau, the State Institute of Applied 
Agriculture at Farmingdale, at the Children's Home in Mineola, to the Wom- 
en's Club in Great Neck, and in a number of the parochial schools. 

"Gratifying as this increase in numbers is, even more so is the increased 
interest shown by all sorts of people, and which can only be known to the 
officers who receive the requests for information of every kind and the ex- 
pressions of appreciation for service rendered. Much information has been 
sent out in r^ard to planting for the attraction and protection of birds, di- 
rections for the placing of nesting-boxes and winter feeding. Several hundred 
placards have been issued stating the law concerning the sale and carrying of 
weapons and the list of protected birds. These have been welcomed by the 
schools and game wardens, and have been hung in post offices and railway 
stations." 

Since the annual meeting of the Bird Club in June I have given six more 
talks, which makes a total, since the last meeting of the Association, of iSo 
talks and lectures. 
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REPORTS OF AFFILIATED STATE SOCIETIES 

AND OF BIRD CLUBS 

REPORTS OF STATE SOCIETIES 

California. — The fifteenth annual meeting was held in Los Angeles in June, 
1931. A luncheon in the Men's City Club was followed by speeches from 
members who represent different phases of bird- and nature-conservation. 
Audubon Societies of three cities were represented, and the Chairman of Birds 
and Wild Life in the Los Angeles District, California Federation of Women's 
Clubs, Nature-Study Department in public schools, and the Wild Flower Club 
of the Sodthwest Museum were heard from. All these organizations work 
together. The Secretary's report gave a backward look of fifteen years, re- 
calling the fact that in 1906, "of all our song-birds, only the Meadowlark was 
given protection." Now we have very good laws, though in some parts of our 
big state education is still badly needed. 

In legislative work, undesirable bills are becoming less frequent, thus 
indicating a more intelligent pubUc than formerly when destructive bills were 
common. The poor Roadrunner still needs to be understood, and not have 
bounties aimed at him, also the Western Red-tailed Hawk. There was an 
attempt to aboUsh the Fish and Game Commission, placing the control of wild 
life imder the State Department of Agriculture, and making it depend upon 
the State Legislature for funds. This Society sent letters of protest far and 
wide and the Commission still functions. The Society also helped "save the 
redwoods" besides giving true publicity to the water-power projects in Yellow- 
stone and other National Parks. 

The usual number of leaflets were distributed. Lecture work with slides 
and pictures and skins, also with field-study trips, are going on from the 
monthly 'trail trips' of local societies in tens and hundreds, to the 'Nature 
Guide Service' in Yosemite, where thousands on field-trips gain first-hand 
information. Over z6,ooo persons attended camp-fire talks and illustrated 
lectures in Yosemite, according to the report of the Califomia Fisk and Game. 
In laying down her work of twelve years, Mrs. Harriet Williams Myers promises 
not to give up her interest or her lecture work for the Society. — (Miss) Helen 
S. Pratt, Secretary. 

Connecticut. — The work of the Audubon Society, state of Connecticut, has 
progressed evenly upon much the same lines as heretofore. Instead of creating 
new hbraries we have rebuilt many of those in circulation, being guarded in the 
choice of books by the written reports of the teachers of the schoob through 
which the libraries are circulated. Notebooks for comment go with each 
library. The State Board of Education, which handles the lectures, hbraries, 
charts, etc., reports an increasing interest in all lines. A new set of slides of 
'WUd Flowers and Berries' was sent out early in the year, illustrating the 
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interdependence of birds, flowers, and insects. The text for these slides is 
varied to suit the audience. 

An innovation has been the separating of the annual Business meeting, in 
October, from the social gathering usually held on the same day. This year, 
in June, the social function took the form of a Field Day, with luncheon served 
at Birdcraft Sanctuary. The morning session of brief addresses was held under 
the trees, where Mr. Avis also gave his rendition of bird-songs. A plea^ng 
feature was the gathering in the nearby trees of a chorus of Wood Thrushes, 
Grosbeaks, Orioles, and Catbirds, evidently attracted by his imitation of their 
songs and utterly unafraid. The afternoon was spent in strolling about the 
Sanctuary and vicinity. 

It is proposed to make this Field Day an annual affair, and various groi^ 
of nature-lovers will be asked to meet with us, the Connecticut Federation of 
Nature Clubs having already accepted our invitation for next year. 

Warden Novak reports an unabated interest in the Sanctuary and Museum, 
6,000 having visited the Museum this year, among them 29 classes of school 
children. He also reports no less than 26 species of birds and 131 nests located 
in the Sanctuary this year. The first year's record gave 17 species of birds and 
but 71 nests. 

Some confusion having arisen since the small Sandpipers, etc., have been 
moved to the protected list, not a few novices have fallen into the game warden's 
net by mistaking these birds. Warden Wilbur F, Smith showed some fine 
slides of game and other birds on an out-of-door screen — the night being fine. 
In writing of the last meeting. Deputy Warden WiUiamson expressed a senti- 
ment with which we should all agree: "We are sure these affairs bind the 
sportsmen and the Audubon Society close together for the better protection 
of all bird-life." 

Another progressive feature is an annual 'Sportsman's Evening' held at the 
Museum before the opening of the hunting season. On September 27, upwards 
of 75 members of the Fairfield County Fish and Game Protective Association 
met there for an exchange of views, and that the inexperienced among them 
might see, by the plainly marked specimens, the birds that may be shot and 
those protected at all seasons. — (Miss) Chaklotte A. Lacey, Secretary. 

District of Columbia.— Our great drive this year has been to interest more 
children, and the work has been going forward, though not as rapidly as we 
should like. We appropriated $25 to place as many copies of Bird-Lobe in 
the seventh grade schools as we could. Of the 867 nesting-boxes made and 
put up by the children, they reported that 662 had been occupied. This year 
they began their work earlier, the boxes being exhibited from January 17-21, 
and it would have been a real pleasure to own many of them. Many members 
of our Society had the pleasure and profit of attending the meetings of the 
American Ornithologists' Union last fall. 
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Our annual meeting, on January z6, was held in coSperation with the 
National Park Service. The lecturers were Dr. H. C. Bryant, on 'Nature 
Guiding in a National Park,' and Dr. L. H. Miller, on 'Bird Music in the 
Yosemite,' — both were illustrated and listened to with much interest. Even 
though Mrs. Florence Merriam Bailey is away we still have our Bird-Study 
Classes. These were followed by six dehghtful Field Meetings which were well 
attended in spite of rain on several occasions. — Helen P. Childs, Secretary. 

FlOTida. — During the past year the Society made important advances in 
organizing Junior Classes in the public schools and in bringing about the 
establishment of municipal and private bird sanctuaries. A school secretary 
was kept in the field for a period of four months, resulting in an increase of 
Junior Classes from 13 to 176, and an increase of Junior Members, as reported 
by the National Association, from 431 to 5,963. This does not include the 
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Junior membership at St. Petersburg, where the work is carried on by the local 
Audubon Society, and which reports an additional Junior membership of 750. 
Florida now has the largest Junior membership in the South and is exceeded in 
this showing by only ten States in the Union, all of much greater wealth and 
population. If our means had been sufficient to extend this school work over 
a longer period of the year, our showing would probably have been doubled, 
as less than one-third of the state was covered during the campaign. 

The Society has given much attention to the establishment of municipal 
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and private bird sanctuaries, and with very encouraging results. These sanc- 
tuaries now number twenty, fourteen of which are sanctuaries by municipal 
action and six are estabUshed by private owners of land. Eleven of these 
sanctuaries are in Pinellas County, forming a chain across the county, and these 
were brought about mainly by the efforts of Mrs. Katherine B. Tippetts, our 
President, and some of her co-workers in the State Federation of Women's 
Clubs. The Federal sanctuaries in Florida now number eleven, and a very 
important addition has recently been made to the Indian Key Reservation 
near St, Petersburg. 

The annual meeting in March, at St. Petersburg, was one of the most en- 
couraging ever held by the Society, bringing together a very large audience, 
both afternoon and evening. At the evening session an especially interesting 
program was given, the principal feature of which was a bird-lecture by Clifton 
W. Loveland, illustrated by beautiful lantern slides from photographs made 
by himself. During the year the President gave many bird-talks before clubs 
and civic organizations. For. this work she seems to be in almost constant 
demand and through her efforts and the work of our school secretaries in their 
campaign of four months, Florida people, young and old, were given a great 
amount of information, both printed and spoken, about our wild birds, their 
benefits to man and the great need of their better protecdon. 

The Society has cooperated with the Federal Wardens working in the state 
and has systematically followed up all reports of violations of the bird laws. 
A good deal of printed matter was circulated during the year. Only two 
numbers of the Bulletin were issued as our funds were not sufficient for the 
printing of the four numbers planned. Our President made persistent efforts 
for improvement in the game laws and a state game commissioner, spending a 
large part of the session at Tallahassee, but failed of the desired results. Politi- 
cal combinations against our bill were too strong to be overcome. A few minor 
improvements were made in the game laws and there was an unfortunate 
tendency to drift back to county legislation. The sportsmen, it was apparent, 
could not agree on a general law. The non-resident hunting license was in- 
creased from $15 to Jas for each county.— W. Scott Way, Secretary. 

Illinois. — It is difficult to check satisfactorily the results of a year's work, as 
there is always a lack of knowledge of definite accomplishment and how many 
new converts have been enlisted for bird-protection and conservation. 

The lecture course in March was more than usually successful, both in the 
character of the lectures and in the attendance. The first lecture was given by 
T. Gilbert Pearson, and was of more than ordinary interest to us, because of the 
fact of the work of the National Society being presented by the man who was 
directly responsible for its planning and execution. The Illinois Society was 
very glad for this opportunity of meeting the Chief of bird- conservation work. 

The second lecture, given by Robert Cushnuin Murphy, was an intensely 
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interesting story of the bird life of the west coast of South America and its 
enormous value in the production of commercial fertilizer. Mr. Murphy made 
a very fine impression on a very critical audience. The third and last lecture 
was given by an old friend of the Society, Norman McClintock. He had the 
largest attendance, which does not prove that the lecture wa.s better than those 
preceding it, but that the interest in the course increased after each lecture. 

Following the lectures, a campaign for new members was inaugurated, which 
resulted in an increase of over 40 per cent in membership and a list of over 
1,000 live prospects from which it is hoped to secure a large number of active 
and contributing members. There is a constantly increasing demand for 
buttons and leaflets from public schools and an apparently widespread and 
growing popularity for bird-study throughout the state of Illinois. The 
Audubon Society has been invited to join the Wild Flower Preservation Sodely 
and the Microscopic Society in a joint exhibit to be given in the Art Institute 
of Chicago, December 17-January 15. Last year's exhibit of the Wild Flower 
Society was attended by over 100,000 people. The joint exhibit will have 
three rooms adjoining and there is no question as to the tremendous boost 
that will result from this exhibit to the Audubon Society from this very popular 
holiday attraction.— Okphzud M. Schantz. President. 

Maiyland. — During the season of tgzo-zi, the Society gave thirteen lectures 
on ornithology, illustrated by colored lantern-slides, mounted birds, and bird- 
nests. There was arranged, also, at the Maryland Academy of Sciences, where 
our evening meetings are held, a case of mounted birds, showing the birds to 
be seen in Maryland during the current month. This case is changed each 
week during the spring migration. These two features, together with the field 
trips, of which we had seven, were of great value to students, teaching them to 
identify birds on the wing, and a chart record of birds seen by our members is 
kept at the Maryland Academy of Sciences. One of our members has oiganized 
150 children as Junior Audubon Members. 

The Society gave sixteen prizes in a nesting-box building competition which 
it inaugurated in the manual training classes of the public schools and hung 
175 of these boxes in the Loch Raven watershed which the State Conservation 
Commission maintains as a bird sanctuary and breeding-grounds. The Presi- 
dent gave five talks to women's clubs on bird conservation, with the result that 
three neighborhood sanctuaries have been established and several others are 
being organized. The membership of the Society increases from week to week, 
which, with the requests to us for lectures about birds, from organizations of 
various characters, shows that interest in the subject of conservation of bird- 
life is thoroughly aroused. — (Mrs.) Lodise Hull, President. 

Massachusetts. — Our State Audubon Society reports a prosperous and, we 
believe, an effective year. Five hundred and eighteen new Sustaining Members 
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and 28 Life Members were added to our roll. We have continued the publi- 
cation of The Bulletin, which goes to all Life and Sustaining Members monthly. 
The Inter-Ocean FUm Corporation has contracted for the foreign r^hts of our 
film "The Birds of Killingworth, ' while the Community Motion Pictures of 
46 West 24th Street, New York City, have undertaken its distribution through- 
out the United States. This should ensure a world-wide showing of this 
picture which so entertainingly teaches its great lesson of the value of birdlife. 

The Society's Moose Hill Bird Sanctuary now embraces over 600 acres. 
The varied bird-life here and the lesson of the value of conservation and 
protection which is so fully exemplified in the work of the resident warden, 
makes this the Mecca of thousands of bird-lovers annually. The attendance 
this year has been greater than on any previous year, and the story of the work 
has carried far, not only in this country but abroad. Recently several distin- 
guished Japanese, seeking knowledge of our methods for use at home, were 
interested visitors. 

The usual varied activities of the Society, traveling lectures, libraries and 
exhibits, publication and distribution of bird-charts, calendars, leaflets, bird- 
books and bird literature of all kinds, have been carried on as usual. The 
Symphony Hall Annual Lecture Course was well attended and financially 
successful. 

Tlie office at 66 Newbury Street, which is also that of the Massachusetts 
agent of the National Association, has established itself as headquarters for 
New England in all matters pertaining to bird-study and bird-protection. 
Groups and individuals throughout the section are continually calling upon 
us for advice and encouragement. These, it gives always without stint. The 
chief aim of the work is service and the office force is always eager to make this 
more effective still. — Winthrop Packard, Secretary. 

Missouri. — A matter of great interest to the Audubon Society of Missouri 
during the year past was the proposal to submit to the State Legislature a bill 
for the conservation of wild life in the state. The movement originated among 
members and officers of the Audubon Society, St. Louis Bird Club, Missouri 
Fish and Game League, representative lumbermen, and others. Meetings 
throughout the winter resulted in the framing of a conservation bill, proposing 
a commission form of administration and provisions for the protection of the 
wild life of the state. The bill is to be introduced at the next Assembly. 

Our Society has been in cooperation locally with the work of the state and 
Federal wardens and with the National Association in supporting its recom- 
mendations on National legislation affecting wild life. There has been a slight 
increase in membership, and the affiliation of one additional nature-study club. 
Officers of the Society have delivered lectures on wild life conservation before 
the St. I/Juis Academy of Science, Wednesday Club of St. Louis, and else- 
where. — R. J. Tebhy, Secretary-Treasurer. 
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New Hampshire.^The past year has been one of prosperity for our Society, 
judging from the interest manifested in the work and the number of new 
members gained, which has somewhat exceeded any previous year's rcojrd. 
The work for the year has been the usua] large amount of correspondence, the 
distribution of bulletins and other literature, and general publicity work for the 
Society, including an Audubon exhibit at the annual exhibition of the Institute 
of Arts and Sciences held in May in the city of Manchester. 

We have also begun this year the publication of a quarterly bulletin dealing 
with bird topics that relate more especially to the local field in our own state. 
By this means the Society hopes to extend its usefulness by having an organ to 
keep its members and friends informed of what is going on in the bird world 
and enlist the interest and support of more of our people in the great cause 
of bird-protection. — Geobge C. Atwell, Secretary. 

New Jersey. — During the past year, while it has been, on account of the 
prevailing retrenchment and economizing, difficult to maintain anything 
approaching adequate membership of the Society, with the financing plan that 
was put into effect two years ago, and by practising very strict economy, it 
has been possible to avoid any financial crisis. The total receipts for the year, 
including the $3,027.99 balance from last year, amounted to $8,259.70; total 
disbursements, $5,802.26, leaving a balance of $2,457.44. There was," therefore, 
a gain in receipts (including previous year's balance) of $265.41 over last year 
and an increase in expenditure of $835.96. 

Doubtless the outstanding feature in the Society's general accomplishments 
was the passage of the bUl in the State Legislature removing the Bobolink, or 
Reedbird, from the game-bird list to its proper place with song and insectivorous 
birds, enjoying permanent protection. This bill faced an opposition, the power 
of which only those who actively participated in the battle realized. Its 
enactment can be ranked as only second to that of the plumage bill with which 
the Society inaugurated its career in 1911. 

In Junior Audubon Club work the Society again cod[>erated with the 
National Association, 243 Clubs being organized in the schools of the state, 
with 10,689 members. New Jersey again ranking sixth among the states in 
which the work was carried on. The various educational and codperaUve lines 
of the Society's activities showed very satisfactory development. The eleventh 
annual meeting in Newark, October 11, was generally conceded to be the most 
successful yet held. The business session was again held at the Newark Free 
Public Library. Several interesting communications were presented, including 
a telegram of felicitation and good wishes from T. Gilbert Pearson on behalf of 
the National Association of Audubon Societies. Dr. Henry van Dyke, on the 
invitation of the President, made some informal remarks regarding bird- 
protection, and interesting discussion of several pertinent subjects was had. 
The incumbent Board of Trustees was reelected, with the exception of John T. 
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Nichols, resigned, whose place was filled by the election of Charles H, Rogers, 
of Princeton. 

The meeting of the Board of Trustees immediately followed that of the 
Society, Editorial, Legislative and Membership Committees were provided 
for, with a view to the increasing of the Society membership and effectiveness. 
The incumbent officers were re-elected. At the evening public session, held 
in the auditorium of the Newark State Normal School, Dr. Frank M. Chapman 
delivered a most delightful and comprehensive lecture on 'Birds and Seasons 
in New Jersey,' illustrated with stereopticon, to a large and appreciative 
audience. — Beecher S, Bowdish, Secretary. 

North Dakota. — A reorganization of the Society was undertaken on phuis 
suggested by its president. The principal features of this were support by 
voluntary contributions instead of aimual dues, and appointment of directors 
in different parts of the state to represent the Society in tiicir respective 
sections. 

There seems to be difficulty in securing sufficient active mterest to maintain 
a live organization. It is hoped that reports from the directors, compiled and 
published in the press at frequent intervals during the season, may greatly 
increase such interest. Reports of several directors have been received this 
year and plans are being made for a systematic compilation for next season. 

During the spring migrations this year a series of articles was prepared by 
the Secretary for one of the leading daily papers. These appeared semi- 
weekly and dealt with the distribution and migration of certain birds. Ac- 
companying these, a large map and specimens of the birds were displayed in 
the window of a department store. Such display would seem an excellent idea, 
but it appears doubtful whether suitable space could be secured as a rule. For 
this particular period it was obtained through the kindness of the manager, 
Mr. A. J. Clark, who is one of our members. — O. A. Stevens, Secretary. 

Ohio. — The most interesting event of the past year was the affiliation with 
our Society of the University Bird Club, an organization of more than fifty 
actively interested young members. Our Society, to live at all, must have 
an influx of young members to carry on its traditions, when those who have 
built it up shall no longer be able to do so. Mr. E. H. Baynes entertained the 
members and friends at an evening lecture on March 25 and spoke before large 
groups of children in the high school of our city. 

There is little of novelty to report. The same few able and enthusiastic 
lovers of birds gave of their ample store of knowledge to entertain the less 
gifted of us, and we owe them unstinted gratitude. Mr. Cramer, our tireless 
President, Charles Dury, our Nestor and most authoritative sp>eaker, Miss 
Dora Hargett, whom we so gladly welcome into our midst again, have won new 
laurels through their inspiring talks on various occasions, Our new Vice- 
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Preddent, Irwin Krohn, and our new Corresponding and Financial Secretary, 
Mrs. Charles Gingrich have done much to entertain and stimulate the Board 
of Directors to new ventures for the coming year. — (Miss) Katherine 
RATTESitAN, Secretary. 

Oregon. — Our Malheur Lake Bird Reservation fight of last fall was lost in 
the election by a small majority. However, the Reservation still remains in 
the hands of the Federal Government, and may remain so indefinitely. Outside 
of this, the year's work was mainly along educational lines: Junior work, and 
bird-talks in schools. 

The Bird-Study Committee, under W. A. Eliot, continues very active; the 
weekly Saturday-evening talks in the lecture hall of the Public Library on 
various outdoor subjects, including birds and the preservation of wild Sowers, 
are at all times well attended. These are to be continued through the coming 
year; also the annual eidiibit of water colors of native fiowers and birds. Our 
President, Mr. Finley, having returned to Oregon, we are looking forward to 
the enjoyment of some of his delightful pictures. — (Dr.) Ehha J. Welty, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Rhode Island. — ^The work of the Audubon Society of Rhode Island, which 
consists of lectures, traveling libraries. Junior Classes, and legislation, has 
continued as in the past. The traveling libraries find a good field in the rural 
districts. In March, Enos Mills lectured in Providence, under the auspices of 
the Society, to a very interested and appreciative audience. The Society has 
suffered a loss in the resignation of Mr. Harold L. Madison as Secretary and 
Treasurer. Mr. Madison has gone to Cleveland, Ohio, to assume the duties of 
Curator of Education in the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. — (Miss) 
Marie E. Gandette, Acting Secretary. 

Audubon Association of the Pacific (Calif.).— This Association is com- 
pletinga ratheruneventful year in Its history, but its routine work has progressed 
steadily and we believe that its influence is spreading. The membership list 
shows constant growth and the monthly meetings are well attended, not only 
by members but by others. An arrangement has been made whereby the 
meetings will hereafter be held in the Assembly Hall of the San Francisco 
Public Library, in the Civic Centre, which is expected not only to redound to 
the advantage of the Association, but, as well, to enhance the usefulness of the 
Library. The California Academy of Sciences will likewise hold its meetings 
at this place, and other scientific societies whose meetings are marked by 
lectures open to the public, will doubtless be added to the list, forming what 
must be recognized as a felicitous combination of kindred activities. 

The monthly field trips cover the interesting ornithological localities within 
the radius practicable for one-day excursions, and hive always been popular. 



,yGoo(^lc 



Reports of State Societies and Bird Clubs 569 

The attendance runs from ten to thirty, averaging about twelve members and 
six guests. During the yearly cycle some 140 different species are encountered 
in highly diversified habitats — fields, gardens, chaparral, coniferous and decid- 
uous for^ts, artificial lakes, tidal marshes and flats, open ocean and land- 
locked bay. Only twice in fifty-four consecutive months has rain interfered 
with the trip. The exceptionally abundant rains of the winter of 1920-ai 
effected a marked readjustment of the bird population throughout our district, 
not only among the visitants, but as well with the resident species, and we are 
all looking forward with interest to developments of the coming season. 

The joint committee of the Cooper Ornithological Club and this Association 
has worked perseveringly with the oil companies to the end that all those opera- 
ating tankers have undertaken to discharge their water ballast into receiving 
ponds at their loading points around San Francisco Bay, thus obviating the 
pollution of the ocean surface and the needless slaughter of multitudes of water 
birds. We are justified in stating that a material betterment of conditions has 
been effected. The Association has continued the publication of its monthly 
bulletin. The Gtdl, carrying notices and reports of its activities and other data 
pertinent thereto. 

Junior work, under the immediate auspices of the Association, has languished 
for lack of leaders, a deficiency which we share with every other organization 
looking to the development of our boys and girls. It is upon our school teachers 
that we are depending for direction of the minds of children to consideration of 
the sentimental and economic relations of our feathered friends to man, and for 
the spread of bird-lore. Our teachers furnish a large proportion of the active 
membership of the Association and they are responding finely, as ever, to this 
need. — A. S. Kibbie, President. 

Audubon Club of Norristown (Pa.). — TheClub has held four evening meet- 
ings during the year at the Regar Museumof Natural History. On September 2, 
1920, Edward Avis gave a very delightful lecture recital, ' Bird-land, ' imitating 
the birds by whistling and also reproducing their notes on his violm. December 
2, Ernest Harold Baynes gave a very interesting lecture on 'Birds in Their 
Nesting Season, ' illustrating his talk with beautiful Ian t em-slides. One of the 
best lectures ever given here was that of Dr. G. Clyde Fisher, Assistant Curator, 
American Museum of Natural Historj', on March 3, 1921. He spoke on 
'John Burroughs and His Favorite Haunts,' and illustrated the lecture with 
extraordinary motion pictures and beautiful lantern-slides, giving intimate 
personal glimpse of thb beloved naturalist who so shortly afterward passed on. 

Another address, remembered with delight, was the one given by T. Gilbert 
Pearson on June 3, 1921. He spoke in a very interesting way of his travels 
along the coast from Nova Scotia to Key West, following the flight of the birds 
as they migrate from one extreme to the other and showing just what is being 
done to protect them. Motion pictures of exceptional educational value have 
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been a feature of each meeting, two reels, at least, being thrown on the screen 
after the lecture. These have dealt with bird-protection, bees making honey, 
growth of mushrooms, toads, and habits of birds and insects, to the great 
. delight of the children, whose attendance is encouraged at the meetings and 
membership solicited. The Club now has a membership of 228, a gain of 
30 new members during the year. Vbiting school teachers to the town during 
Institute Week are always invited to attend the Audubon Club meeting, and I 
have had inquiries for the names and addresses of our lecturers in order that 
they might secure them for their own meetings. So the work goes on, and the 
Audubon Club hopes to be an ever-increasing force for good in develo[Mng a 
love for birds, and their protection in the community. — (Miss) Isabella 
Walkzh. 

Audubon Society of Buffalo (N. Y.). — During the past year the Society 
held a regular meeting each month. Bird-talks were given either by a member 
or a local lecturer. ' Bird Personalities ' was the title of one given by Professor 
Alexander of the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences. A resolution was adopted 
and letters sent to the leading moving-picture houses asking their cooperation 
in showing pictures of animal and bird-life helpful in the education of bird- 
protection and condemning cruelty and wanton destruction. Besides the 
monthly meeting, fourteen sprii^g and fall bird-walks were taken. 

Twelve hundred 'Bird Almanacs' were printed. A few leftover ones were 
sent to local institutions. The Society was actively interested in obtaining the 
territory for a State Park, now known as the Alleghany StatePark, formally 
opened July 30. Membership in the Society is steadily increasing. Many 
letters of inquiry show the growing interest of the public in bird-protection 
which is our great work. — (Mrs.) Charles M. Wilson, Secretary. 

Audubon Socie^ of Genessee and Lima (N.Y.). — Our Club was founded 
in March, 1917, with a membership of thirty-one. Its history since then has 
been a record of increasing activity and helpfulness. A meeting is held on the 
first Thursday night of each month during the school year. The first part of 
the meeting is devoted to a business session after which a program is given. 
This consists of discussions by the members of various birds, their usefulness 
and means of protecting them. The bird slides furnished by the State Educa- 
tion Department are freely used during the program. Between the regular 
meetings, trips are taken by small groups into the surrounding country and 
reports of these trips made to the club. Permanent records are kept of the 
departure and arrival of migratory birds with the name of the club member 
who last saw the bird before departure and who first saw the bird on arrival. 

During the past three years, a contest has been held each year between two 
sections of the Club for the purpose of observing the first arrivals of birds. 
Counts were given not only for the observation of early arrivals, but also for 
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the finding of nests containing eggs or young birds, pictures of nests and birds, 
destraction of bird enemies, attendance at meetings, field-trips, and the reading 
of bird books and leaflets. During the contest last year eighty-eight different 
varieties of birds were reported. The losing side furnished a free picnic dinner 
to the Club. At the time of the founding of the Club very few birds a[q>eared 
on the campus. This was due to the presence of many bird enemies and no 
thought or care on the part of anyone for the protection and feeding of the birds. 
During the past season there were nests of several varieties in the trees and 
about the buildings. The number has increased steadily year by year. Last 
winter a large number of our feathered friends were attracted by the food 
placed for them day by day. One regular meeting has been held this school 
year and the prospects for the coming season are exceedingly bright. — C. C. 
Edoett, Chairman. 

Audubon Society oi Irvington-on-tbe-Hudson (N. Y.).~The Society has 
begun its second year under encouraging circumstances with a memberstiip of 
about 130. During the first year the Society directed its efforts chiefly toward 
creating and sustaining a public sentiment in the community favorable to its 
objects and purposes. We were greatly aided by the trustees of the village, 
the officials of the public schools, and the public library, as well as the clergymen, 
the Sisters in charge of the parochial school, the Boy Scouts, and the local 
newspaper. 

An illustrated lecture by Herbert K. Job, of the National Association of 
Audubon Societies, was arranged. Weekly articles were published in the 
village newspaper. Audubon outings were conducted and addresses were 
delivered in the public and parochial schools. Junior Audubon Clubs, formed 
by the National Association, being already in existence in the public schools, 
similar classes were organized in the parochial school with a membership of 
about roo. Books, periodicals, and pictures relating to bird-life were added to 
those already in the public library. Feeding stations for the birds were es- 
tablished and maintained during the winter at several places in the village, 
and a large bird-fountain was erected on a conspicuous site in the beautiful 
grounds of one of the village churches. It will be cared for by the Boy Scouts. — 
(Mrs.) John B. Calvert, President. 

Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania. — Our Society is only five years 
old, yet it already has some 300 members. The reason for tliis is Penn's Woods. 
In every direction from the city stand remnants of those glorious old trees 
wtiich have sheltered birds since the land was young, and, under the protection 
of today, the birds are increasing and coming closer to the city. We fiave 
records of Bluebirds nesting on the campus of the University of Pittsburgh, 
not twenty minutes' ride from the heart of town. As the birds increase, so does 
tlw interest in them, and those interested come into the Societv for information. 
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Our year began in the spring with a banquet, after which we were delighted 
with Norman McClintock's moving pictures of bird-life. Mr. McClintock's 
keen interest in his work gives his talks a hsdnation such as is found in the 
&nest Irish fairy tales; grey-haired lawyers, young people, teachers, doctors, 
all sit like children listening to the story-teller. 

During the spring and summer months we have held fifteen field-trips to the 
environs of the city. On our annual visit to the home of one of our members in 
Butler County there were seventy people. This trip always brings out a large 
number of members because there are many northern birds up there which we 
do not have near the dty. A new district to some of us was Bethel Township 
on the south, where we noted fifty-five species In one day. The Society is much 
interested in the book 'Birds of Pennsylvania,' which W. £. C. Todd, omi- 
thol<^st of Carnegie Museum, has written. When published it will be a 
splendid reference book on birds for the people of the state. We are planning 
to lease a site in the State Forest near Ligonier, which will give us a camping- 
place from which to study the birds of the Alleghanies. We are also planning 
to keep bird records for the district. The Society is interested in and has 
contributed toward the National Association of Audubon Societies' oi^;anization 
of Junior Audubon Clubs. This is the finest kind of conservation.^ 
(Miss) Helen Biair, Secretary. 

Bird-Lovers' Club o* BrooUrn (N. Y.).— The Bird-Lovers' Club of 
Brooklyn began its fourteenth year of activity with the fall season of 1921. A 
number of the members have selected various bird-regions in the vicinity of 
New York City as their special districts for observation. As this work has 
been carried out consistently for several years, the Club hopes to publish, in the 
near future, a list of the birds that one may expect to find in and around New 
York City. Posters to stimulate interest in bird-life have been placed in the 
parks, due to the hearty cooperation of the Department of Parks. At each 
meeting of the Club alecture is given or lantem-slidesare shown, with suitable 
remarks by one of the members. 

At the meeting in June, 1921, the following officers were elected for the 
coming season: President, George B. Wilmott; Vice-President, Lester L. 
Walsh; Secretary, Miss Elise Tiplin; Treasurer, Mrs. C, L. Derry. The regular 
meetmgs are held in the Library of the Children's Museum at 8 P. M. on the 
first Tuesday of each month, October to June inclusive. Visitors are always 
welcome. — George B. Wilmott, President. 

Brookline (Maes.) Bird Club.— Our Club is a live organization of over 400 
members and is growing continually. It is completing a most successful year. 
Interest centers largely in the bird-walks conducted regularly by the Club 
throughout the year, except between the middle of June and the second Sat- 
urday in September. Parties go out to shore or country each Saturday after 
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noon and on holidays. During the niigration season, in May, early rooming 
walks are conducted in two city parks. On Wednesday afternoons in May, the 
Club enthusiasts combined picnic suppers and round-table talks while they 
looked for birds. Our trips have been so well attended this year that on several 
occasions we have had two or even more on the same day. Our meetings have 
been well attended. The list of speakers for the year and their subjects follows: 
Judge Charles F. Jenney, of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, 'The Birds of 
Arizona;' Dr. JohnB. Brainerd, 'The Birds of California and the Northwest;' 
Dr. R. C. Achom, 'A Canoe Trip through Northern Maine and New Bruns- 
wick;' L. R. Talbot, 'Autumn Birds in New Hampshire' and 'Bird-Walks 
on European Highways and Byways;' and Charles B, Floyd, 'Winter 
Water-Birds. ' 

We have also held frequent round-table talks of a more informal nature, 
at which members have recounted their experiences with the birds and compared 
notes. April 39 and 30, the Club entertained the New England Federation of 
Natural History Societies at its annual meeting. A natural history exhibition 
was open to the public during the Federation meeting and throughout the 
following week, and was attended by 1,900 persons. Some of our members 
have become greatly interested in bird-banding. One has banded seventy- 
five birds of fourteen spedes during the past season. While the Brookline 
Bird Club works primarily along the lines of popular interest in bird-obser- 
vation, we want also to help as far as possible in more technically scientific 
lines of work. — L. R. Talbot, President. 

Burrouj^'s Junior Audubon Socie^ of Kingston (N. Y.). — Our Society 
was reorganized with a large attendance on October 5, 1.920, and the following 
officers were elected: Honorary President, Miss Mauterstock; President, 
Elizabeth Burroughs; Vice-President, Francis Lennox: Secretary, Ethel 
Schafer; Treasurer, Agatha Flick. 

A regular meeting of the Society was held on the first Tuesday of every 
month. The Society celebrated Bird Day on April 8, i93r, in the high school 
auditorium, when a number of its members gave an interesting program ap- 
propriate to the day. The Society secured Edward Avis who gave a most 
pleasing redtal on the evening of April ig, which was largely attended 
by the many bird-lovers of Kingston. The Society, at the request of the 
National Association, wrote to some of the United States Senators opposing 
bills intended to infringe on our National Parks. On March 5, 1921, the 
Society held its annual bird party and all present bad a very enjoyable time. — 
(Miss) Ethel Schafeb, Secretary. 

Canandaigua (N. Y.) Bird Club. — The Club was organized in July, 191S, 
but did not become active until the following October, Dr. Burgess was elected 
President. The next month he was called to service in the Medical Corps, 
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U. S. A. Mrs. Edwin P. Gardner was elected his successor and she has served 
since that time. Since its formation, the Club has been affiliated with the 
National Association of Audubon Societies as a Sustaining Member, and 
Junior work, under the direction of Miss Ruby Fearey, Has been conducted 
with 350 or more members annuaUy. The monthly programs have been defi- 
nitely outUned and at most of the meetings slides from the visualization 
department at Albany have been used. With an occasional paper, personal 
experiences, discussions, bird records with dates, the meetings have proved 
interesting, profitable, and successful. The Club owns its own electric stere- 
opticon. 

Soon after organization, H. B, Ferguson, secretary of the Woodlawn Ceme- 
tery Association, offered the gully in the cemetery to the Club to equip as a 
sanctuary for the birds. Interested members of the Club, Dr. and Mrs. George 
D. Wood, gave a food-station and another was purchased with funds solicited 
for the purpose. These were placed in sheltered locations and that they are 
appreciated is shown by the constant procession of the birds after the food 
which is placed in them by their faithful and unfailing friend, James D. Park, 
a member of the Club. Last year the Club lost Edward H. Hawkins, who, 
just two or three days before his sudden death, purchased and gave to the 
Club over one hundred pounds of difierent kinds of seeds liked by the wild 
birds. Suet is also supplied. Another member, Mrs. George T. Thompson, 
supplied a 28-apartment Martin-house, which was erected in the lakeside 
park at the foot of Main Street. 

Lectures for the public have been given by Guy A. Bailey, of Geneseo; 
A. A. Allen, of Cornell University, Ithaca; E. H. Eaton, of Hobart College, 
Geneva ; and Herbert K. Job, of the National Association of Audubon Societies. 
In April, 1920, a Koster's Colorado blue spruce tree was planted by the Club, 
with appropriate exercises, at the entrance of Woodlawn Cemetery, hojuiig 
that it would afford shelter to the birds, and, in time, "wear a nest of Robins 
in hei hair." In February, i9ir, a committee was appointed to confer with 
representatives of other city organizations to arouse interest in a community 
tree-planting, with the hope that it might become an annual event. On State 
Arbor Day, April 22, 1921, a pin oak tree was planted on the academy campus 
in memory of Dr. Noah T. Clarke, for forty-one years (1841-82) connected 
with the famous 'old' Canandaigua Academy. For twenty-nine years he 
served as its president. 

A part was taken in the National Tree-Voting CampKiign conducted by the 
American Forestry Association. The Forestry Association awarded two 
blue ribbons to members of Troop 2, B. S. A., for the best food device and for 
the best bird-house in a contest at which members of the Club were the judges. 
Protests were made against the Smith of Idaho bill and against the Fearon 
bill and dmilar legislation. 

In 'A List of the Birds of the Royal Palm Hammock, Florida,' by A. H. 
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Howell, in the April, 1921, Auk, are included notes made there by our member, 
Dr. Burgess. A shelf is maintained in the public library. The President of the 
Club has, for ten years, been conducting a weekly 'bird column' in one of the 
city papers. The Club is not large in numbers, but the members have interest 
and enthusiasm. At the ten meetings held last year there was an average 
attendance of twenty-one. Plans have been laid for the 1921-22 season, which, 
if they materialize, will show that it is going forward and is taking its rank 
among similar organizations that are ' doing things. ' — ^(Miss) Rachel Packard 
Secretary. 

Chautauqua (N. Y.) Bird and Tree Club.— The eighth birthday of our 
Club was celebrated in July. Its purposes, as stated in the by-laws, include the 
preservation of birds and trees, nature-study, and dvic improvement. Through 
its activities at Chautauqua, the Club has assisted in creating public sentiment 
toward the newer ideals of conservation, the preservation of natural resources 
and wild life, ajid has laid great stress upon the inter-dependence of birds and 
trees. Although its interests are primarily local, inasmuch as it is a summer 
organization, nevertheless its members, being migratory in character, carry 
the inspiration of their summers into many parts of the country. 

During the past years the work of the Club has been varied. Competent 
lecturers have been secured for Its weekly meetings. Among these have been 
Dr. Schmucker, Mr. Oldys, T. Gilbert Pearson, and Professor Retan. Aside 
from its program work, the Club has planted avenues of shade trees, memorial 
trees, and groups of shrubs. It has maintained an arboretum, and has placed 
bird-boxes on the grounds in an effort to attract certain species, such as the 
Martin. It has offered prizes to the boys' and girls' clubs and to the children 
of the public schools for the best bird-boxes made. One of its members framed 
a series of excellent plates of birds to be used as a loan collection. For many 
years the Club conducted a Junior branch. 

It has reached out in other organizations and other fields. The New York 
Bird and Tree Club was an outgrowth of the Chautauqua Club. It is best 
known for its work of planting orchards in France, for which it was decorated 
by the French Government. Every year, at the close of the summer season, a 
letter containing recommendations is sent by the Club to the Board of Trustees 
of Chautauqua Institution. In this manner, two years ago, an active campaign 
was begun to secure the services of an expert forester, and to arouse interest 
in creating a bird sanctuary at Chautauqua. The forester. Professor Retan, 
is a member of the Summer School's faculty and his classes were 
attended by members of the Club, The bird sanctuary is still a dream. 
However, Chautauqua being a private institution, there exists more than 
the usual interest in the wild life of the neighborhood, — (Mrs.) H. B, Norton, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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Cocoanut Grove (Fla.) Audubon Society.— We can report more birds this 
year than ever, and less shooting of game-birds out of season. The Society will 
this year try to make a chain of bird sanctuaries through the county. Already 
Cocoanut Grove, Silver Bluff, Miami, and Miami Beach are officially bird 
sanctuaries, as are also many large private estates and the Royal Palm State 
Parle, The Cocoanut Grove Library Association has added a large room to the 
Library which we will use as a meeting-place and which will be known as 
'Audubon Hall.' Ascrapbookof 'WarBirds' has been compiled by one of the 
members. 

The Society has no debts, a good bank balance, a large membership, and a 
library of bird books. Interesting programs are being prepared (or the season's 
meetings, which begin in November. Members of the Society have been making 
notes concerning our summer birds' doings, including the activities of a pair of 
Mockingbirds that built and raised a brood in August. Three were hatched, 
but only two survived the first three days out of the nest. Both promise well. — 
(Mrs.) Kirk Munroe, President. 

Cohtmbus (Ohio) Audubon Society. — Only three public meetings have been 
held during the year. The annual meeting of the Society in October, after the 
preliminary business was transacted, was addressed by Mrs. Denig Tower, of 
Boston. Mrs. Tower, who has been wonderfully successful in attracting birds 
about her summer home at Port Clyde, Maine, has the faculty of giving ' close- 
up 'pictures of these experiences. In December, 'Bird-Life in Motion Pictures' 
was shown by Norman McClintock, of Pittsburgh. 'Ever Watch a Bird 
Think?' was the way a newspaper put Mr. McClintock 's description of the 
picture of a bird rearranging her nest after it had been disturbed. A coUecUon 
of 600 mounted birds were given to the Society, which, in turn, placed them in 
the hands of the Supervisor oi Nature-Study in the public schoob. Forty of 
these, in individual boxes, are circulated among the pupils; the others are on 
permanent exhibit. 

In March, E. S, Thomas lectured at the Public Library, showing pictures of 
the birds to be found in March, creating much interest as the field-trips were 
just beginning. These trips were kept up each Saturday imtU June. Many 
Boy Scouts joined the Society to go on these trips. On one particular morning, 
starting at 5.30, the members watched the birds getting their breakfast and 
then adjourned to the house of a fellow member where thty were treated to 
a breakfast. Besides the money spent on caring for the moimted birds and 
for lecturer's fees, $5 was sent to the John Burroughs Memorial Association 
and $5 contributed by individual members toward the leaflets printed by the 
National Association of Audubon Societies. — (Miss) Ltjcv B. Stone, Secretary. 

Crawfordsrille (Ind.) Audubon and Nature-Study Chib. — Beginning with 
the advent of the first Robin and the first pair of Bluebirds in the garden on St. 
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Valentine's Day, each week we published in the papers short articles calling 
attention to the spring migrants as they appeared. From March 29 to June 4, 
a period when bird-life is at its best, we had on our schedule eighteen field- 
trips. Ten of these were the eariy Tuesday morning hikes. In April, there 
were two half-day trips on Tuesday mornings and two, also, on Saturday 
mornings — these last for the convenience of those who were in school on 
Tuesday. 

Two Tuesday morning trips were arranged for those who wished to study 
trees and two Saturday afternoons were given to wild flowers. At other times, 
a flower division was formed to meet the demand. Saturday afternoon, April 
30, about fifty members enjoyed a trip to the State Game Experiment Station 
at Deer's Mill. We had another bird-house competition for the school children 
in March, in which many of the boys participated. The boxes were on ex- 
hibition in the assembly hall of the high school, and the presentation of prizes 
followed an illustrated lecture. This year the prizes were bird-books. Our 
Club furnished several illustrated lectures for the school children during the 
spring months. We also secured some of the Finley motion pictures for them. 

About February zo, a copy of our 'Spring Program,' including evening 
meetings and held-trips, was sent to all the members and to about 200 other 
persons who are interested in some form of outdoor life. The program was 
also printed in the daily papers. These are some of the means we have em- 
ployed to keep the cause of conservation of bird-life and plant-life before the 
minds of the people. Our membership has increased about 50 per cent, but, 
like many other Audubon Clubs, we have had difficulty in finding dependable 
workers. We And that members want to be entertained and hesitate to assume 
responsibility.— (Mrs.) Donaldson Bodine, Secretary. 

Cumbeiland County (Maine) Audubim Society. — Bird Day we celebrated 
appropriately, and some of the members of the Society gave instructive lectures 
in the schools. Several field-trips have been taken and bird-boxes were estab- 
lished at Westbrook Seminary, South Portland woods, and at Riverton. Our 
library has increased in books and pamphlets, which we have loaned to both 
members and non-members. Several Biri>-Lores have been subscribed to by 
individuals and after being read have been placed in the schools. 

We have sent several important letters to Senators, other societies, and 
influential groups, advocating measures which have seemed desirable, for we 
believe there is strength in numbers when all pull together. We have been 
especially fortunate in securing Herbert K. Job, who lectured before the pupils 
of the city, and Dr. May, who spoke at an open forum meeting. Our member- 
ship has materially increased and we have a fine working force for the new 
year. — (Miss) Amy P. Wiswell, Secretary. 
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Dana Natural History Society of Albany (H. Y.). — During Uie long life of 
this Society, organized in 1868, every aspect of natural history has been included 
in its programs. Numberless opportunities have been seized to further interest, 
secure protection and advance education along the line of wild life in general. 
The papers given at the monthly meetings of the Dana are always allied to 
some phase of natural history, and the following subjects in the program of the 
current year deal exclusively with birds and animals: 'Birds as Conservators 
of the Forest;* 'Deer, Native and Foreign;' and, for the third paper on "The 
State Reservation for Wild Life in Louisiana, ' the Dana member presenting it 
gathered much of her information directly from the Director of the Reservation. 

Dana members signed a petition sent from the Dana to the Congressmen of 
this district, urging their support for a legislative bill for the protection of 
national streams and forests, which may be called a most important factor in 
the salvation of all wild life. The large effort of the Dana, in a public sense, is 
yearly concentrated upon its annual Bird-Day lecture, given on the tirst 
Friday in each April at Chancellor's Hall, and open to the public. Some years 
ago, through the efforts of the Dana, this date was set apart for special Bird- 
Day observation in the schools, and this lecture was primarily planned by the 
Dana for the benefit of the school children of Albany. We have been able to 
present fine speakers and rare pictures, among the men of past years being 
Louis Agassiz Fuertes, Jack Miner, Dr. Robert C Murphy, Dr. John M. 
Clarke, John M. Cook, and Prof. Barnard M. Bronson. In April of this year, 
Howard H. Cleaves spoke to standing room only on 'Hunting Birds with a 
Camera, ' showing a large collection of very unusual pictures of his own making. 
As one slight evidence of the effect of his lecture may be mentioned a copy of an 
original bird-house constructed on an old straw hat, which be described and 
which was immediately after shown in a public exhibition of Scout handicraft 
on display in Albany. — Theodore Horton, President. 

Doylestown (Pa.) Nature Club.— While the activities of the Club have 
varied somewhat during the past year, we still hold a keen interest m the preser- 
vation of bird and animal life. In the early spring we take our annual sunrise 
walk to see the wild flowers and study bird migration. Our bird sanctuary, 
situated on the outskirts of the town, includes a tract of land about 15 acres 
which is covered with trees and a great deal of underbrush. This forms a pro- 
tection for our birds and the small animals found in this locality. Gunning at 
all times is strictly forbidden. None of the fruit, nuts, etc., wiiich grow on 
these grounds is harvested, but they are left for the exclusive use of the birds 
and squirrels. In extremely cold weather, when natural food is unavailable, 
the feeding-stations, of which we have a number, are constantly kept replen- 
ished with grain and suet. 

We hold numerous meetings here. Among the most interesting was one 
when our Junior Members planted nut trees, shrubs, and wild flowers, and we 
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now have a wild-flower reserve as well as a reserve for animals and birds. Dr. 
H. C. Mercer, a staunch friend of the Nature Club, and on whose estate the 
sanctuary and museum are situated, has recently made many improvements to 
the i^rounds in the way of having [taths cut and rustic seats placed about the 
drinking' fountains and along the brooks. During the past season the sanctuary 
and museum have been visited by numerous persons, many of whom went 
inspired to do similar work in their own community— (Mrs.) Minnie H. 
Hadden, Secretary. 

Elkader (Iowa) Audubon Society. — This year we chose to study Warblers, 
selecting those that visited this vicinity during their migration. During this 
period we look hikes so that we might study these dainty creatures in their 
natural environment, and this added much interest to the papers read by our 
members later. During 1920 we held a very successful bird-house contest and 
at that time decided to make it a yearly occurrence. We were more than 
delighted with the results this year, as more houses were entered. Three were 
by girls, and showed excellent workmanship, both from the artistic as weU as 
the practical standpoint. We had a class for boys who had had manual training 
and one for those who had not, also one for girls. Two prizes were awarded in 
each class. 

We had a delightful Audubon picnic, a program being given out-of-doors, 
after the picnic supper was over. It proved to be the most pleasant meeting of 
the year. As usual, we postponed our August meeting so that all members who 
could might go to the Wild Life School at McGregor, Iowa. Two were present 
for the first week and one for the entire session of two weeks. Our September 
program consists of a report of the activities of this unique school. — (Miss) 
Kathleen M. Heupel, Secretary. 

Englewood (N. J.) Bird Club. — Our Club, organized in 1915, enters the 
sixth year of its activities with a membership of 275. Regular meetings were 
discontinued during the war period, from November, 1917, to April, 1920, but 
its members, individually, were ever mindful of the welfare and needs of our 
feathered companions of field and roof-tree. The Club has been unusually 
fortunate in having Dr. Frank M. Chapman, a resident of Englewood, as its 
mentor and leader. The informal talks and walks afield with him are a much 
appreciated privilege. Regular monthly meetings of the Club were held from 
October to April, with the addition of a series of early morning bird-walks in 
Aprii and May, conducted by Waldon DeWitt Miller of the American Museum 
of Natural History. 

Among the talks and discussions may be mentioned the following: 'Birds 
in Design and in Art,' 'Fauna and Flora in Florida,' 'Bird Banding and 
Observation,' 'Spring Migrations and Fall Migrations,' and 'Protection of 
Wild Birds in New Jersej', ' by Dr. Chapman ; ' How Birds Show Their Feehngs ' 
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'Travels in Bird-Land,' and 'Protecting and Attracting Wild Birds about the 
Home,' by Clinton G, Abbott; and 'Our Animal Allies in the World War,' 
by Ernest Harold Baynes. The Club also arranged for a matinee lecture for 
the school children of Englewood by Mr. Baynes, which was of great interest. 

To further awaken the interest of the community in birds, a public exhibition 
of feeding-devices and a later exhibition of nestii^-boxes are planned. The 
Club has active Committees on Publicity, Protection, and Field-Study. The 
membership is increasing. The Treasurer's report shows net assets of (488, as 
of September 30, 1921. — (Miss) Amy C. Paskhurst, Secretary. 

Fore8tHiU6GardeQB(N.Y.)Audub<mSodety.— Our seventh annual report, 
June 8, 1920, to June 8, 1921, shows plenty of good work done in an educational 
way for both Juniors and seniors. Two fiist-rate free lectures were given by 
T. Gilbert Pearson and Louis Agassiz Fuertes, and Mrs. Mary S. Sage of the 
National Association of Audubon Societies was loaned to the Gardens Society 
by the Bird Club of Long Island to apeak to the children in the Forest Hills 
schools. The Society has always given the Gardens the best it could find in the 
way of lecturers. It believes that It is not enough merely to instruct children 
in the hope that a future generation will do the things that we ought to do. 

The routine work of the Society, such as protection and winter feeding, 
has gone on as usual. Aside from the intensive work, the Society has before 
it the big ideal of making Long Island ' A singing island. ' With this aim in view, 
its representatives met the representatives of the Bird Club of Long Island and 
look the first steps towards bringing about a definite program for making the 
cemeteries, parks, country clubs, and golf clubs of Long Island into a chain of 
bird reservations extending the length of the Island. It was decided that the 
Gardens Society should work within the city limits and the Bird Club of Long 
Island over the remainder of the Island, and that the method of approach to 
the country clubs and golf dubs should be preferably a direct personal request 
to the officers of the dub by a member of either the Gardens Sodety or the 
Bird Club, that at a regular meeting each Club adopt the following resolution 
and carry out the action it implies, setting out in detail what this would mean. 

"Resolution: It is recommended that the Golf Club or Country Club, 

cooperate with the Forest Hills Gardens Audubon Society and the Bird Club of 
Long Island in taking such measures for the protection of birds as will include 
the planting for shelter and winter feeding, bird-pools or water-hazards, the 
pladng of nesting-boxes on the grounds, and posting the property with suffi- 
dently emphatic signs." 

A resolution on paper is a long way from the realization of anything, but 
back of this effort on the part of the two organizations are the leadership and 
experience of Mrs. Townsend, the president of the Bird Club of Long Island, 
and the belief of the Gardens Sodety that the plan will succeed. — (Miss) 
Marv Eastwood Knevels, Secretary. 
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Greystone PaA (N. J.) Bird Club.— Interest in the Bird Club has con- 
tinued consistent throughout the year, the chief item of news being that nearly 
100 new bird-houses, some of them of very ingenious and attractive de^gn, have 
been placed about the grounds of the institution. Most of them have been 
occupied. One has been taken over by a chipmunlt, and one of the largest 
bouses has been used for residential purposes by an Owl. It is observed that 
there has been a marked decrease in the number of gray squirrels during the 
last three years, but this year shows an increase in their nimiber and tameness. 
The same is true of the English Pheasants which have been introduced by the 
State Fish and Game Commission, and which were formerly very plentiful. 
Feeding has been pretty regularly practised on the lawn of the Industrial 
Building, in winter as well as in summer, though there is no notable increase 
in the number of wild birds, except in the case of Starlings and the Robins, 
of which the latter were so numerous on the golf-course in the early summer 
that one was killed by a golf ball. Sick and wounded birds have been 
nursed and cared for by a female patient in the Industrial Building. — Alfred 

E. TmSTLETON. 

Hamilton (Out.) Bird-Protective Society.— During the past year the So- 
ciety held seven very successful meetings which were attended by members and 
friends, including a number of our enthusiastic Junior Members. Lectures 
were given by ornithologists from the United States and Canada. The Society 
is affiliated with the National Association of Audubon Societies, New York 
City, and the Ottawa Field Naturalist Club, Ottawa, Canada. We have ten 
honorary game wardens, who have done valuable work during the year for 
bird-protection. The membership increased over 70 per cent. Jack Miner 
was made an honorary member on account of the distinguished services he 
is rendering the cause of bird-protection. 

Several field-days were held in the spring, when nature-lovers rambled 
along the mountainside, eager to report the earliest migrants. The Society 
was again able to compile for the Bioli^cal Survey a list of 120 sp>edes seen. 
The work with our Junior members we consider the most important of all. 
Clubs were formed, as in the previous year, under the National Association's 
plan of work. In the early spring a bird-box competition was held, when many 
handsome and practical houses were made by Junior members and displayed 
at one of our regular meetings and also in the Juvenile room of the Public 
Library. Prizes of bird-books and sets of tools were awarded. 

Harrison F. Lewis, Chief Federal Officer for Ontario and Quebec for the 
protection of birds, visited the city schools and gave the boys and girls valuable 
information concerning birds. A splendid program has been arranged for the 
winter months when we hope to further stimulate and maintain an interest 
that will be lasting for bird-protection. There is much to be done. — (Miss) 
Rdby R. Mills, Secretary. 
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Hartford (Coim.) Bird-Study Club.— The Club has proceeded on the even 
tenor of its way during the past year, with about the usual number of indooi 
and field meetings, and working along the same lines as in previous years. We 
have to report, however, a 'forward movement' in the inauguration of a series 
of Saturday morning educational lectures, with slides and motion pictures, 
for the school children. Three of these were given during the season in the 
local motion-picture bouses. At the first one, Clinton G. Abbott and Dr. 
Grenfell were the double attraction. Dr. Robert C. Murphy, of the American 
Museum of Natural History, gave the second lecture, on the ' Bird Colonies of 
the South American Coast,' and it was our good fortune to secure Donald 
MacMillan for the third, with his pictures of Arctic life, flora, and fauna. 

The children were intensely interested in all these lectures, and while they 
were undertaken purely for educational purposes, a very small admission fee 
being chfirged, financial returns were sufficient so that we were able to set aside 
a fund as the basis of similar work in the future. It is proposed to give another 
course during the coming winter, but on account of business conditions it will 
probably be wise to cut down the number of lectures originally planned. 
Several of our members who are teachers are also doing splendid bird- and 
nature-study work in the schoob, so we feel that the educational end of our 
work is making good progress and justifying our existence as an organization, 
while we are also as individuals deriving continued pleasure and instruction 
from our talks and walk5.^(Miss) Helen C. Beckwith, Secretary. 

Jacksoo County (Mich.) Audubon Sodety. — On July 5, 1921, this Society 
entered into the following agreement: That the Board of Directors be and 
hereby are authorized to cooperate with H. L. Brown and the adjoining land- 
owners in the northeast comer of Parma Township, Jackson County, and the 
adjacent portions of Springport, Tompkins, and Sandstone Townships, in 
estabUshing a bird- and game-reservation on said lands; and provided that 
should such a reservation of at least 2,000 acres be established by agreements 
signed by the owners for a period of three to five years, then the Board of 
Directors are authorized to contribute in behalf of this Sodety, toward the 
expense of providing signs, a sum not exceeding $50, but said sum is not to be 
taken from the principal of the Kate Palmer legacy. This j^eement was 
signed by fifty-four land-owners, covering a tract of 15,000 acres, extending 
5 miles north and south, and 4 miles east and west. Three hundred signs have 
been placed in the hands of said owners of this reservation. Large signs are to 
be [daced on pubHc highways leading into said reservation. They read: 
AUDUBON RESERVE 
No hunting. Trespassers will be prosecuted. This Reserve, 
comprising 15,00a acres, extends along this road for 5 miles. 

There are lakes and marshy ponds on this land that make it a favorite resort 
for several thousand Ducks. There are hundreds of Prairie Chickens and 
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Partridges, and numerous coveys of Quail. Pheasants are to be introduced 
from the State Game Reservation, There are many varieties of song-birds, 
including Cardinals. Said reservation is 15 miles from the city of Jackson, 
where the Jackson County Audubon Society has its home. One of its successful 
ventures has been the establishing of a cat ordinance, whereby all cats must 
wear a tag and pay a license fee besides staying in the house at night.^{Miss) 
Jennie Lovan Green, Secretary. 

Johnstown (N. Y.) Burroughs Nature-Study Club.— Our program for the 
year was marked by a departure from the usual order of papers and readings 
by the members. Four of the meetings were given over to illustrated lectures 
on subjects of interest to nature-lovers and were as follows: 'Through the 
Wilds of Canada in a Canoe,' by John T. D. Blackburn, of Albany, N. Y.; 
'Adirondack Forests,' by Clifford R. Pettis, State Superintendent of Forests; 
'Wild Life in the Adirondacks, ' by Clinton G. Abbott, Editor of The Conser- 
taiionist; and 'Adirondack Wild Flowers, ' by Homer D. House, State Botanist. 
In order that the privilege of attending these lectures might be freely shared 
by others, the use of the Colonial Club ballroom was given for the purpose. 
The numbers who availed themselves of this opportunity and the enthusiasm 
displayed made it evident that no more effective means of arou^ng widespread 
interest in the conservation of our wild life could have been devised. — (Miss) 
Makgaset E. Raymond, Secretary. 

Los Angeles (Calif.) Audubon Society. — ^This Society, with a membership 
of 162, has had a very favorable year. In June, 1920, there was dedicated, with 
impressive ceremonies, Grif6th Park, second largest park in the United States, 
covering 3,400 acres, as a bird sanctuary. The specimen of India's world- 
famous Cedrus deodora, or Himalayan cedar, planted on Arbor Day in honor of 
the sailor and soldier boys represented on the Society's service flag, has been 
recorded in American Forestry Association's Honor Roll of Memorial Trees. 
Our speakers have worked among the clubs, schools, and church societies, 
illustrating their talks with bird-skins and slides. We have assisted the State 
Fish and Game Commission in some of its legislative efforts. 

Our Educational Chairman, Mrs. G. H. Schneider, has presented to the 
Society, at its indoor meetings, lists of the migratory birds to be seen in this 
locality at that time. She also sends migratory bird data of Los Angeles and 
vicinity to each issue of BrRO-LoRE. Mrs. C. H. Hall, Chairman of Birds and 
Wild Life, was the originator of the Audubon trail trips which are primarily 
for teachers, tourists, and beginners. It is through this channel that new 
interest is created and our membership increased. Trail trips to the number 
of 136 have been taken this year, with a list of 187 species of land-birds and 
93 species of water-birds, and a total of 86,290 individual birds. This report is 
entirely independent of the regular monthly field-day trips. All dead birds 
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found in good condition by the Audubon members are presented to the Museum 
of History, Science, and Art, where they are made into study skins to which 
our members have free access. The Extension Chairman, Miss Helen S. Pratt, 
has had charge of nature lore in the Los Angeles Municipal Playground Camps, 
San Bemardio Mountains, for the last three seasons. She has been ^>edally 
honored by having a new department of nature-study created for her in the 
Eagle Rock city schools. 

Our Librarian, Mrs, M, C. Barton, has demonstrated some bird's nests at 
our regular program meetings and has been Nature Guide at Camp Radford 
this season. TTie President, Mrs. F. T. Bicknell, furnished a selected list of 
nature books on trees, birds, flowers, and butterflies to be found in Yosemile 
National Park, for those who attended the California State Convention of 
Women's Clubs held there in May. This was widely copied. Our Chairman of 
Programs, Mrs. Robert Fargo, secured the following able speakers on a variety 
of subjects this last year: 'Lantern SUdes of Birdcraft Sanctuary,' Fairfield, 
Conn., by Wilf red Smith, President of California Audubon Society; 'Wisconsin 
Birds/ illustrated with lantern slides of bird-houses, by Mrs. F. T. Bicknell; 
' Distribution and Migration of North American Birds, ' by Mrs. G . H. Schneider ; 
'Some Members of the Hawk Family,' by L. E. Wyman; 'Social Order of 
Insects,' by Dr. John Comstock; 'Among the Birds of Layson Islands,' by 
Dr. WiUiam Alanson Bryan; and 'Courtship of Birds,' by Alfred Cookman. 

We donated bird-books to the Soldiers Home and McKiniey Industrial 
Home for Boys, and contributed to the Junior Audubon work and John Bur- 
roughs Memorial Funds. The Society indorsed the National Association of 
Audubon Societies in its petitions and resolutions to preserve our National 
Parks and to prevent drainage of lakes and destroying of breeding-grounds of 
our water-birds. We have chronicled the deaths of several valuable members, 
among them Mrs. R. E. deNormandie, who was both a charter and life 
member and was the inspiration of our annual May pilgrimage. — (Mrs.) F. T. 
Bicknell, President. 

Manchester (N. H.) Bird Club. — This Club was organized in May, 1931, 
and has already a membership of over 100. We had four talks on various phases 
of bird-life and, during the early summer, groups of members made many 
interesting trips afield. Shelters and feeding-stations have been erected by 
some members about their homes, and the birds have quickly shown their 
appreciation of the accommodations provided. The Executive Committee is 
planning an active season with probably six strong talks relative to the subject. 
It is our aim to organize other committees for more active work, such as the 
establishment of a Junior membership wherein is a field of wide usefulness. A 
second committee will work to materially increase the membership, and a third 
committee is now at work on the program for the coming season. A Committee 
on Publicity has been named. It seems that in so short a time since organi- 
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zation we have laid a. foundation for much good work in the future to which we 
look forward with eagerness. — (Miss) Daisy Flanders, Secretary. 

Meriden (Conn.) Bird Club. — During the past year, evening meetings in 
winter and hikes in summer have been planned as usual. We belong to the 
State Federation of Bird and Nature Clubs and work locally and statewide to 
promote the object of our Club: 'Bird Study and Protection.' We have a 
feeding committee of twenty-five persons, selected to cover every section of 
town, who, by precept and example, establish many winter feeding-stations. 
The Meriden Grange and our farmer members take a decided interest in winter- 
protection and feeding. Some of our members belong to the Meriden Sports- 
men's Association and induce them to feed the birds, when out on their winter 
feeding-trips. We also interest the Boy Scouts and Scoutmasters in joining 
our Club, and they are very helpful at our picnics and in bird-feeding. Our 
many school-teacher members are very active in training the children in bird 
knowledge and protection. — (Miss) Esther R. Hall, Secretary. 

Meriden (N. H.) Bird Club. — ^The activities of our Club have been carried 
forward during the year with special reference to the development of the 
museum of bird conservation, which was opened in September, 1920. A 
number of additional exhibits have been received, and the museum has thus 
proved an added attraction to the many people who annually visit the bird 
sanctuary. The seventh annual Bird Sunday was observed August 14, with 
service in the sanctuary, at which Rev, John T. Dallas, rector of St, Thomas' 
Church, Hanover, was the preacher. 

On the afternoon and evening of August 23, under the management of the 
Bird Club, the Marie Ware Laughton Players of Petcrboro, N. H,, presented a 
program of plays, pantomimes, and dances at the outdoor threatre in the 
sanctuary. The performances were an artistic success and drew a large number 
of guests from the summer colonies in the vicinity. As usual, the office of the 
Secretary has been made use of by bird-lovers everywhere as an information 
bureau of all matters pertaining to the attraction and protection of birds. The 
ten years of the life of the Club have proved that organizations for bird- 
conservation are more than an experiment and perform a real service in the 
world's work, — (Miss) Elizabeth F. Bennett, Secretary. 

Mianii (Fla.) Audubon Society. — ^The Society has had the most successful 
year's work of its history. Most interesting and instructive meetings have 
been held each month. In December a 'Cardinal' Program was given. In 
January, besides the interesting program, measures were taken and later 
successfully carried through, to have introduced into Miami's new dty charter 
a clause making Miami a bird sanctuary. At the February meeting a wonderful 
collection of bird -photographs, mostly of Florida birds, were displayed. They 
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were the work of E. H. Matem. The program consisted entirely of bird songs 
and poems. On the following morning, for the benefit of school children, 
pictures of Florida birds were shown at one of the movies. 

The March meeting was a bird party given by Mrs. R. D. Maxwell and 
Mrs. W. V. Little in the Maxwells' garden. It was the most distinctive and 
beautiful affaii given last season. The talk, music, and dances were given by 
Miami's most noted talent. The fact that forty new members were added to 
our Audubon Society at this meeting speaks for its success. The Miami 
Society gave to many worthy things, among them $5 P^^^i to Royal Palm 
State Park to aid in bird-protection and also $5 toward their piano fund. We 
gave $5 for the best poster made by school children, and also offered $5 for the 
best constructed bird-house in the schools. — (Mrs.) R. D. Maxwell, Secretary. 

Montclair (N. J.) Bird Club. — Our Club was organized in April, 1920. The 
original membership of sixty has been more than doubled during the year and a 
half of the Club's existence, and white a conservative program has been pursued, 
the nucleus of a lasting organization has been built. Interest in birds and 
conservation has been fostered through publicity and by public lectures given 
by Howard H. Cleaves, B. S. Bowdish, and Clinton G. Abbott. These lectures 
were enthusiastically attended by several hundred people. An elaborate and 
practical feeding-station was erected by Boy Scouts for location in one of the 
parks, and a bird-house contest among public school children resulted in Mty 
bouses being constructed. These were placed on exhibit in the window of one 
of the principal stores. Additional prizes were given for occupied houses. 
Further contests will be held, and additional measures taken to interest school 
children in birds. 

Montclair was the pioneer town in establishing a cat ordinance, but after 
a good beginning the law became ineffectual through nonenforcement. The 
Club has succeeded in having the ordinance revived, and its request that the 
town purchase cat-traps was granted by the Commission. Occasional meetings 
are held for discussion. At one of these a practical talk on the identification 
of certain bird families was given by the President and the Field Secretary. 
Frequent field excursions have been held. A list of the birds of the locality is 
being compiled for publication. Members have so far noted 184 species found 
within a radius of six miles of the town center.— (Miss) Lucy N. Morris, 
Secretary- Treasurer. 

Nei^borhood Nature Club of Westport (Conn.)-— Our Club during the 
year has studied land- and water-bu^s, provided food and bird-houses for them, 
and the President of the Club raised a number of Pheasants which have been 
given their freedom. The subjects under discussion other than birds have 
been shell-fish, wild flowers, ferns, and lepidopters. Free lectures have been 
given to the public, especially the school children. Although the above record 
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does not show wonderful results accomplished, yet we are a live and interested 
Club.— (Miss) Mary H. Burr, Secretary. 

Pasadena (Calif.) Audubon Sooe^.— The Society continues to grow in 
membership, as well as in varied and helpful activities. In the past year, 
emphasis has been placed on the Society's educational value. Lectures and 
talks on birds have been given by competent members in our public schools. 
These have been greatly appreciated by the school authorities, who are de- 
sirous of their continuance, and arrangements to that effect have already been 
made for the current year. Much literature in the form of leaflets, magazines, 
descriptive pictures, etc., have been distributed among Junior members. Boy 
Scouts, and other yoimg people. 

Our public aviary, so generously contributed to the city of Pasadena last 
year, is a source of great interest to the community and can boast of many 
fledglings during the past year. A valuable collection of lantern-slides has 
recently been purchased from the Oregon Audubon Society, by which the 
Society expects to learn much of the birds of the Northwest. It is planned to 
have short illustrated talks, aided by these slides, at each of the Society's 
meetings during the present season. Bird-walks have been regularly and 
intelligently conducted, and have been the means of bringing into the Society 
many new and enthusiastic workers.— (Miss) Alice W. Pitman, Secretary. 

ProTOice of Quebec (Can.) Society for the Protection of Birds. — ^The year 
has been marked by two outstanding facts: the increased coSperative power 
of the Society and the greatly increased membership. This increase has proved 
a great support, both morally and financially. The yearly public lecture was 
given by Edward Avis, in the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, and was a great success. In 
addition, Mr, Avis gave two school lectures, while a third was given in behalf 
of the Junior membership of the Society in the Imperial Theatre — about 
3,000 children attended. It is intended to make this exclusively children's 
lecture an annual affair. Moving pictures were taken of the happy children leav- 
ing the theatre after the lecture and shown in all the leading cities of Canada. 

Under the able administration of the Educational Committee, over 2,000 
children joined the Society since the annual meeting last January, making a 
total Junior membership of about 6,000. Eight interesting monthly lectuies 
were given during the year in the Windsor Hotel, as usual, and at their dose 
discussion was invited on all subjects relating to wild life and its conservation. 
The speakers of the year were L. M. Terrill; I. Gammell, Principal of the 
High School, Montreal; H. Mousley, Naturalist of Hatley, Province of Quebec; 
Harrison F. Lewis, Federal Game Warden for Provinces of Quebec and Ontario ; 
Hoyes Lloyd, Dominion Omitholc^st; Wallace H. Robb, Chairman of the 
Society's Membership Committee; and Miss Louise Murphy, W. A. Oswald 
and A. F. Winn, naturahst members of the Society. 
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Summer lectures were given as usual at both boys' and girls' camps, in- 
cluding the Scouts. Work in codperation with the Dominion Parks Commis- 
sion continues. The honorary game wardens send in reports from time to 
time. The appointment of a Federal game warden for Quebec has given an 
added impetus to this work. The Society is pleased to record a great increase 
in the various species of birds throughout the Province owing to the great 
improvement in wild-life conditions due to the Migratory Bird Convention 
Act.— (Mrs.) W. E. L. Dyer, Honorary Corresponding Secretary. 

Rtainebech (N. Y.) Bird Club.— The Club at present has the fcjlowing 
membership: Life, lo; Sustaining, 13; Active, 76; Associate, 18; Junior, 379. 
The Junior list is particularly gratifying, as it is by far the largest since the 
founding of the Club and rqjresents Juruor Audubon Classes in every one of 
the twelve schools in the township. 

Only one public lecture has been given this year, for which we are indebted 
to Dr. Robert Cushman Murphy, all available funds having been used in the 
publication of a year-book to cover the years 1918, iqtg, 1920, Tliis is a 40- 
page pamphlet containing articles and photographs by members and a prelim- 
inary list of the birds of Dutchess County, briefly annotated and enumerating 
229 species. — Maunsell S. Crosby, President. 

Rockaway (N. Y.) Bird Club.— The Club has held monthly meetings except 
in the siunmer. The November meeting consisted of an exhibit of nearly all 
the well-known books on American birds which are suitable for Christmas 
gifts. These were reviewed briefly and lists of the books, giving publisher, 
price, etc., were distributed to all members and printed in the local papers. 
There was also an exhibit of these books in the local library. The Club worked 
for the prevention of the passage of the Smith bill for granting to private 
parties irrigation privileges in the Yellowstone National Park. Mr. Charles 
Hewlett lectured on the subject at the March meeting, using stereopticon 
views borrowed from the American Museum of Natural History. Frizes were 
given by the Club to members of the Junior Societies for the best report on the 
spring migrants of the vicinity. The prizes ofiFered were a subscription to 
BntD-LoRE, a folder containing the set of colored plates illustrating the 'Birds 
of New York,' and any one of the 'Pocket Nature Guide' series. 

Miss Broomall's Junior Audubon Society makes a feature of its 'Book of 
Nature, ' and several numbers were prepared during the year. This consists of 
written accounts of the personal observations of the class, anecdotes, stories, 
etc., as well as crayon, water-color, and pen drawings by the more artistic 
members of the class. In January, Miss Broomall discovered the haunt of a 
Saw-whet Owl and members of both the adult and juvenile bird clubs made 
frequent visits to him during the two weeks he remained in the vicinity. He 
obligingly posed for his photograph on numerous occasions. Our teacher- 
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members have done especially fine work in the schools, a plan being outlined 
and followed throughout the year. Cooperation and advice has been asked 
and given to the Children's Haven, the Staten Island Bird Club, the Village 
Beautiful Association, and the Progressive Society. The early morning bird- 
walks have become a feature of the Club's work. Our annual membership in 
the National Association has been continued, and members were urged to keep 
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and send to the Bureau of Biological Survey the bird record for which the 
Bureau furnishes blanks. Members have done field-work, maintained feeding- 
stations on their home-grounds, and have supplied the stations at the Club's 
Bird Sanctuary during the winter. Mrs. Lord's estate 'Sosiego' still remains 
a paradise for the Black-crowned Night Herons and they are rapidly multi- 
plying. The Club is also pleased to report the addition of a number of new 
members. — (Miss) Makgaket S. Green, Secretary. 

St. Louis (Mo.) Bird Clab.— Our Club continued its program of previous 
years in regard to bird-walks in the parks and suburbs, winter feeding of resi- 
dent birds, and the taking of a Christmas census. Observations of scientific in- 
terest were made by individual members on the time of departure of Swifts 
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from St. Louis and on the presence of the Chuck-wills- widow in St. Louis County. 
Successful prosecution of alien hunters for shooting protected birds in St. Louis 
County received support from the Club and obtained wide publicity in the 
state. Legislative matters (Smith of Idaho bill, Missouri Wild Life Conservation 
bill, ordinances on local paric regulations) occupied a large part of the work of 
the Executive Committee. 

Through the kindness of Miss Eunice Smith, the Bird Club and its guests 
were entertamed by the lecture on the buffalo by E. H, Baynes. In the St. 
Louis Bird Sanctuary there has been erected a bird-fountain in memory of 
Mrs. Blanche Turner White, late secretary of the Club, This, which was a 
a gift to the city by the Oub and many friends, was dedicated in a public 
ceremony May 3, i9zr. It is a weathered granite boulder from Iron County, 
Mo. — Mrs. White's home. A rough basin has been cut out, water connection 
made, and an inscription carved on one side. A special keeper for the sanctuary 
was appointed at the beginning of the summer. — (Miss) Jennie F. Chase, 
Secretary. 

St. Petersburg (Fla.) Audubon Sodety.^ — After twelve yearsof enthusiastic, 
inteUigent bird-protective work, our Society has begun to reap its reward. 
This year has seen the completion of a chain of bird sanctuaries throughout 
our whole county (peerless Pinellas) , probably the first of its kind in the United 
States. These sanctuaries were created by municipal action where cities and 
towns were incoiporated, or by women's dubs or parent -teacher associations 
where the villages were remote, and the conservation of bird-life has reached 
such a high pinnacle that numerous requests come for membership cards and 
for instruction for method in making privately owned land sanctuaries. Sanc- 
tuary signs, with the birds in their habitats and the penalty for violations 
painted on them, have been placed to mark all of the sanctuaries in this long 
chain in Pinellas County. 

The Audubon Society has carried on the Junior Audubon work in the schools 
most successfully through the Secretary, Mrs. S. E. Barton, and the Treasurer, 
Mrs. M. G. Foster, over a thousand members having been enrolled last year. 

Three prizes are given each year. The first is $s in gold to the boy or girl 
who so builds a bird-house that it will attract nesting birds and within which a 
family is raised. The second is a field-glass for the best list of birds made in a 
single hike. The third is a bird-book for the best paper on the value of bird- 
protection. These prizes have been in vogue so long that the first winners have 
children now who will soon be old enough to compete. The Audubon field and 
water excursions are always so popular that a long list is kept of those waiting 
for a place on same. This has done much to create pubUc sentiment for bird- 
protection. But the crowning honor came on June 25, 1921, when Preddent 
Harding signed Order No. 3053, which added certain keys to Indian Key 
Reservation, through the recommendations of the St. Petersburg Society to 
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Chief E. W, Nelson of the Biological Survey. In the letter of notification, 
Dr. Nelson paid tribute to the St. Petersburg Audubon Society, which had 
succeeded in its eSorts to have these additional refuges set aside. — (Mrs.) 
Katherine B. Tippetts, PresideiU. 

Sfuatoga (N. Y.) Bird Club.— The Club has held ten meetings through the 
past year at the homes of its different members — ^with one exception. In 
March we gave the public a great treat in a lecture by CUnton G. Abbott, of 
the State Conservation Coounis^on, which was held in the auditorium of the 
Saratoga Springs High School. There is never any sale of tickets for such 
lectures — our Club bears all the expenses. The subjects for reading and study 
this past year have been mostly the wild birds and the game-birds. One evening 
was devoted to the study of bird-nests and the birds that use them — and those 
that do not. At the final business meeting the officers of last year were Je- 
elected. Our Club is a small but generous one: We are hoping to add new 
members to help toward making it an enjoyable winter. — (Miss) Caroune 
C. Walbridge, Secretary. 

Savannah (Ga.) Audubon Society. — Our Society is flourishing under the able 
management of H. B. Skeele, the President, and is engaged in many activities 
conducive to the betterment of bird-life. Eight field-meets were held during 
the spring. These meets called for early rising, almost getting there before 
the birds were up, and were most instructive as well as delightful, particu- 
larly as they were conducted by one or the other of our ornithologists. On the 
evenmg of March 8, Norman McClintock gave a splendidly illustrated lecture 
on bird-life. The Audubon Society regretted exceedingly it had not secured 
the auditorium, for the Savannah theatre was packed to the doors with an 
audience of nearly all young people. Crowds of children were turned away for 
lack of space. 

Audubon Bird Charts have been purchased and loaned in turn to the 
various schools. In addition, some of our most progressive members have 
visited the coimty schools, trying to interest the pupils m birds. These talks 
sometimes included the Parent-Teacher's Association, thereby reaching the 
grown-ups as well as the little folk. On June 22, the Society presented three 
prizes for the first, second, and third best posters on birds and bird-life. We 
are most fortunate in having on our roll the names of four ornithologists, 
Professor Hoxey, Mr. Erichsen, Mr. Gilbert Rosignol, and Mr. Asendorf, all 
of whom are untiring in their efforts to help, and there is always some one of 
them who will conduct a field-meet. One of our plans for the fall and wmter 
will be the study of bird-skins or of stuffed birds. In this way we can observe 
at leisure the sizes, colors, and various little differences in our feathered friends — 
then when seen in life they will be more familiar to the eye. — (Mrs.) B, F. 
BciXASD, Secretary. 



Digitized byGoOgIc 



392 Bird -Lore 

Scranton (Pa.) Bird Club. — This Club, during its sixth year, proved indeed 
this vicinity's growing interest in bird -study, bird - protection, and general 
bird-lore. A September out-of-doors meeting, with an excellent opportunity 
for bird observation, following an interesting program, and an Arbor Day sale 
of perennials comprised the fall work. The winter's spedal efforts were many. 
Among them, the 'Birds' Christmas Tree,' in Nay Aug Park, conducted by 
Miss Helen Hay's Junior Club members, from the Audubon School, under the 
direction of Miss Elizabeth Rice, the Christmas Day Census, the turning of 
thirty-three used kindergarten Christmas trees into bird-feeding stations, the 
contributing to the Yellowstone Park Fund, the planning, in connection with 
the Boy Scouts, for Norman McClintock's motion-picture lecture on 'Wild 
Birds and Their Habits,' and the finishing of the first year's census. 

In February, the census list was completed and beautifully prepared copies, 
i^jpropriately framed, were presented to the Everhart Museum and to the 
public library. These have betn conspicuously placed and are of great reference 
value. In the spring there was the annual bird-house competition, the giving, 
by the President, Mrs. Francis Hopkinson Coffin and the Vice-Presidents, 
Rev. L. R. Foster and Prof. R. N. Davis, of several helpful talks, in the interest 
of bird-study, to organizations in and near the city, the bird-naming contests 
for Girl and Boy Scouts, the Arbor Day meeting, the Merit Badge Exami- 
nation, conducted by our President, Mrs. Coffin, Mrs. J. T. Angwin, and Prof. 
R. N. Davis, when badges were recommended for ten girls and two boys, and 
the climax of the spring's work, the bird-study walks conducted from April 25 
to May 26. 

Amid more or less uncertainty the plan for 6.30 a. m. walks was announced — 
those in charge hardly daring to believe that more than the most ardent bird- 
students would respond. It was most gratifying, therefore, to the group 
leaders to find the list of people and the list of birds growing with each morning's 
effort until the great climax of the fourth week when eighty-one people were 
able to record 65 birds, 23 of these being new arrivals. Club activities end 
with the June meeting, but activities in behalf of the birds never cease, as 
shown by the active interest of William Anneman, game warden, who has 
never failed to cooperate with the Bird Club in following up infringements of 
the law and seeing that those guilty are properly punished. — (Miss) Eleanok 
P. Jones, Secretary. 

Seatde (Wash.) Audubon Society. — The work of the Society for the past 
year has been very similar to that of the previous year. We have continued the 
Junior Audubon Societies in the branch libraries and responded to many calls 
for bird lectures in the public schools. Boy Scouts' meetings and women's 
clubs in the city. Regular monthly meetings have been held in the Chamber 
of Commerce for the general public. Mr. S. F. Rathbun and other speakers 
have been very generous in giving us their time on these occasions. Field- 
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trips have been enjoyed throi^hout the year. We have distributed bird litera- 
ture whenever practical. Mrs. Dean Terry, one of our active members, ran a 
series of bird articles and a bird identification contest in one of the local papers, 
and we have published a few bird articles in other local papers during the year. 
The changing exhibit in the glass case at the public library has been much 
appreciated by the public. Our most important acquisition this year is a set 
of beautiful slides of western birds purchased from the Oregon Audubon 
Society. They are to be congratulated for their success in accomplishing so 
fine, and to us western bird students, so important a piece of work. We are 
thanUul to have real western bird pictures at last. — (Mrs.) C. N. Compton, 
President. 

Sodeto Provencber d'HistoireNaturelle du Canada.— Our Society believes 
that the best means of arriving at its goal is to imitate the National Asso- 
ciation of Audubon Societies by creating a great National movement through 
our educational institutions. Our young Society, still under organization, has 
had to act in several emergency cases, and has to its credit practical work that 
has produced good results. We have sent personal letters to 300 hunters, 
explaining the provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty. We have distributed 
illustrated leaflets on the Canada Goose, furnished us by the Dominion Parks 
Branch. We have made an investigation on the spot regarding the war being 
carried on against the Eider Duck and have posted extracts from the law in 
public places— railroad stations, post offices, churches, etc. Wc have also 
reported infractions of the game laws and distributed much interesting litera- 
ture on natural history to over 4,000 children in the schools. Our recent report 
in the form of prospectus has been printed in English and French. It contains 
many half-tone illustrations and nine colored plates of birds containing two 
subjects, each painted by Hennessey. — Joseph Matte, Secretary. 

South Bend (Ind.) Humane Society. — The Society held a poster contest in 
the spring in which 2,000 school children participated. A number of the posters 
were entered in the National contest. We awarded thirty-two prizes, a large 
proportion of which dealt with the protection of the birds. We also presented 
in public, a number of times, our bird pictures, together with short talks. 

We are erecting a large bulletin board 7 feet square on one of the most 
prominent highways of the city, with the words: 'Be Kind to Animals and 
Birds, ' printed in prominent artistic type. We believe we are the first Society 
to inaugurate a bulletin board of this character. — H. A. Pershing, Secretary. 

StantOD Bird Club (Maine) . — ^In the past year we have held eight regular 
meetings at which talks were given by speakers with special knowledge of their 
subjects: Three picnic suppers, several Sunday afternoon winter walks, and 
twenty-eight monung bird-walks from March to June. We have fifty-fotir 
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new membeis, including as an honorary member, the Governor (A our state. 
A public lecture by Herbert K. Job, a lecturer of the National Association of 
Audubon Societies, drew a large and enthusiastic audience. Our Preudent, 
Mr. Kavanaugh, gave several books as prizes for the best nature work done by 
pupils in the pubhc schools, and also gave books as prizes for the best lists of 
birds seen by Club members from January to June, We had a guest night in 
November, with Arthur H. Norton, of Portland, as speaker. We have corre- 
sponding members in other towns. We are fortunate in having as Club For- 
ester a graduate of the Harvard School of Forestry, while the services of a state 
game warden, one of our active members, is invaluable. 

In April we had our first exhibit, which filled the Auburn Chamber of 
Commerce rooms. There were bird-houses made by members, feeding and 
bathing devices, cat-guards, a sparrow-trap, bird-nests, and many other things. 
Mounted birds of special economic value, loaned by the college, fronted an 
array of their enemies. The walls were hung with pictures of birds, game 
laws, lists of birds seen by the Club individually and collectively, posters 
relating to bird conservation, etc. Besides this there was a collection of native 
shrubs, berries, and tree branches attractive to birds; a display of pamphlets, 
books, and leaflets, relating to birds. Five-minute papers on 'Bringing Chil- 
dren and Birds T(^ether' were read by our school-teacher members. On the 
following day the exhibit was removed to Lewiston School, where it remained 
a week and was seen by nearly a thousand children from the public schools. 

Bird Day, this year, fell on April 8. In the early morning, fifty-four Juniors 
and seniors followed the President of the Club on a bird-walk. Later in the day 
hundreds of children in the pubhc schools hsteoed to talks on bird conservation 
by speakers from the Bird Club. Nearly every school had special Bird-Day 
exercises. The following week a morning bird-walk and picnic breakfast was 
enjoyed. We are rapidly getting an increased interest in birds, a growing 
membership, and an evident increase in the number of birds that are coming 
into our streets and gardens. — (Mrs.) Daisv Dnx Norton, Secretary. 

Staten Island (N. Y.) Bird Club. — ^In addition to further increasing its 
membership (now 227), continuing its monthly bird-walks, its lectures in the 
public museum and schoob, and maintaining its winter feeding-stations, our 
Club has made, during the past year, a strong eSort to combat illegal shooting 
on Staten Island. To this end, a petition asking for the enforcement of the 
law prohibiting the use of fiieanns on the Island, signed by several hundred 
citizens, was forwarded through the National Association of Audubon Societies 
to the Conservation Commission and subsequently to the New York City 
Pohce Department. It has resulted in renewed restrictions being sent to each 
officer. Recently, in a case in Magistrate Court, the officers of the Club fur- 
nished identification of the bird, a Green Heron, as an aid to the offender's 
convicti<Hi. In several other instances, Mrs. Trench has furnished help to the 
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game warden, and the Club's officers are now cooperating with the Police 
Department by notification of violations of the law. 

The lectures given by the Staten Island Bird Club have included: 'Bird- 
land,' by Edward Avis; 'Protection of Wild Animals and Birds,' by Herbert 
K. Job; 'Wld Birds and How to Attract Them,' by Emest Harold Baynes; 
'Bird-Life along the Gulf Coast,' by T. Gilbert Pearson; 'Conserving the 
Forests, Fish and Game of New York State,' by Clinton G. Abbott; and 
'Staten Island Birds,' by Carol Stryker. The last named has been repeated in 
several public schools and church affairs, and constitutes an introduction to 
our birds. — Chakles W. Lenc, Secretary. 

Sussex Coun^ (N. J.) Nature-Study Club. — As the name of our organ- 
ization implies, we are interested in the various phases of nature-work, but 
birds hold first place. This year the espedal efforts of the Club (numbering 
twenty-five, and holdii^ meetings once each month) have been devoted to 
bringing to the attention of the public the danger of extinction of a niunber 
of species of useful birds and urging the need of better protection. This has 
been done largely by carefully prepared articles, published by the local press, 
and results have been extremely gratifying, interest in the birds throughout the 
coimty being greatly increased and stimulated. All communications of both 
the National and State Audubon Associations are given prompt attention, 
and, so far as pos^ble, their suggestions are followed by the Club. — (Miss) 
F. Blanche Hill, Secretary. 

Vigo Count; (Ind.) Bird Club. — During the year we tried to secure police 
protection for the tow-path, a river fringe strip where birds come in great 
numbers, especially during the season of migration. Our work was mainly 
educational. In our regular meetings we studied Chapman's 'Bird Life,' or 
went on field-trips. We obtained lantern-slides and gave illustrated lectures 
on birds in five schools in the city. We had school children build bird-houses. 
These were put on sale and the children given the full price received for the 
houses. We are hoping to do greater things in the future for the protection of 
our feathered and furred friends. — (Miss) Sakah J. Eluott, Secretary. 

WashisgtOQ State Federation of Women's Clubs. — ^The Bird Division of 
the Conservation Department has sent out a letter to all the federated clubs 
asking them to have at least one bird program during the year, to observe 
Bird Day along with Arbor Day, to encourage the local bird authorities in 
their effort to stimulate interest in bird neighbors and in the economic aspects 
of this study. In connection with the Conservation Department, the Com- 
mittee made a small exhibit at the State Fair, showing the protected birds 
which the State Sportmen's Association was asking permission to shoot. The 
protests of the clubwomen at the Wenatchee meeting evidently was effective 
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as the clause taking protection from the Water Ouzel, Blue Heron, Crow, 
Hawks, and Owls, was not included in legislation. 

A questjohnaire sent out to the clubs brought answers from seventy-six. 
Nineteen clubs had had bird progratns during the year. Thirty-five different 
cities had observed Bird and Arbor Day, though some had emphasized the 
trees rather to the exclusion of the birds. Thirty-three dUbs had encouraged 
the building of bird-houses and seven other dubs reported that members as 
mdividuals had given this encouragement. Through the kindness of dubs the 
Committee came into possession of several interesting lists of birds found in 
different sections of the state. A number of dubs reported interest in bird- 
study and asked for information. A number of programs for Bird Day were 
suggested in response to requests. The chairman has also tried to encourage 
interest by personal talks before several of the dubs nearer by. — (Mrs.) J. V. 
Elxis, Chairman Bird CommitUe. 

Waterbury (Conn.) Bird Club. — Our Club numbers 156 members. During 
the year we held sixteen field meetings whidi were led by members, and those 
on pleasant days were most successful. Unfortunately, several were scheduled 
for rainy days and had to be given up. During the year our composite list of 
species found numbered ny. This is lower than usual, but many members 
were not able to hunt as much as in former years. We were fortunate in having 
Dr. A. A. Allen, of Cornell University, give us a very interesting lecture in 
April, on 'Birds in Relation to Man,' This was well attended and proved 
most stimulating. 

The Club has been organized only five years, but during that time, through 
the generosity of William E, Fulton of this city, we have been able to acquire 
and develop a bird sanctuary. Work on this at first was somewhat delayed 
because of the war, but the last two years have seen great strides in its develop- 
ment. We have a number of acres of varying country which indudes a lovdy 
pond and brook and some swamp land, also a dry hillside. In this sanctuary 
we have set out several hundred berry-bearing shrubs, which are already 
beginning to bear fruit. We are also trying out a small quantity of wild rice 
in a bit of swamp land for the birds and have created one large barberry tangle. 
There are three Audubon food-houses placed in desirable locations and nu- 
merous bird-houses. We have done a small amount of educational work in the 
schools and hope this next year to be able to arrange for lectures and exhibits 
for the benefit of the public, — (Mrs.) Bessie L. Crane, President. 

West Chester (Pa.) Bird Club.— During the year the Club held fifteen 
regular meetings at which programs of a high order were given. On January 3, 
Charles Pennock, of Kenneth Square, spoke on ' Looking into an Eagle's Nest. ' 
On February 14, J, Fletcher Street, president of the Delaware Valley Ornitho- 
logical Club of Philadelphia, gave an iUustrated lecture on 'A Trip in the 
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Laurentian Mountains of Canada. ' The remaining meetings were conducted 
by members of the Club. Again, efforts were made to further legislation for 
the conservation of bird-life and the beauty of our great National Parks. 
Influence was also exerted to have Bob-Whites placed upon the list of pro- 
tected birds. Individual members, as well as the organization, have done 
much to further interest in bird-life. 

Miss Susan Rutledge formed a Junior Audubon Society in the Model 
School. The several hikes taken by them have resulted in a growing interest 
among the children. The third 'Bird Club Bulletin' was published in August. 
It contains twenty-five pages of original material descriptive of Club activities 
and was illustrated by photographs taken on the field-trips. Many original 
poems also appear on its pages. It is felt that much has been done to further 
a spirit of love for the open and of bird-life in this community. — (Miss) Lilian 
W. Pierce, Secretary. 

Wyncote (Pa.) Bird Club. — The year has been a successful one in many 
ways. The usual indoor meetings have been well attended and several very 
successful tramps and bird-walks were conducted. Many bird-houses were 
made and occupied by Wrens and Bluebirds, and several members have 
succeeded in taking good photographs of these. Mrs. S. Louise Pattison gave 
us her very excellent lecture on 'My Bird Neighbors,' and delighted her 
audience as usual with her experiences in attracting birds about her home. 

Mr. Ernest Harold Baynes also gave us his splendid lecture 'Our Animal 
Allies in the World War. ' Details of the animals' part in winning the war 
were given in graphic language and interwoven with eloquent and dramatic 
stories of particular Pigeon and dog messengers that died that man might live. 
The debt we incurred u'as foicibly brought home and the speaker pleaded that 
we pay it to animals, not in "sleepy sentimental ism," but in kindness and 
consideration worthy of the highest manhood. An innovation this year in the 
Club's meetings has been the showing of moving pictures of wild bird-and 
animal-life taken by William L. and Irene Finley, of the National Association 
of Audubon Societies. These are very fine films and are distributed by the 
Goldwyn Corporation for a nominal fee and we recommend them to all bird 
clubs. — (Miss) EsTHEK Heacock, Secretary. 

Wyoming Valley (Pa.) Audubon Socie^. — Our Society has only twenty- 
four members, and all busy people, so meetings have been few and results 
discouraging. One thing of interest has been the arrest and prosecution of 
a city (Wilkes-Barre) police officer for shooting a Screech Owl in one of our 
public parks. Before the shooting the oflicer was warned by a member of the 
Audubon Society that the bird was protected. In spite of the warning, he 
shot it in full view of many people, was arrested, and tried before an alderman, 
the evidence sent to Harrisburg, where our State Game Commission judged 
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him guilty and recommended that he be fined. The local press gave the aSair 
considerable publicity. 

In February, a bird-census was started by placing a bulletin board, prettily 
decorated with bird-pictures from the Junior Educational Leaflets, in the 
Osterhout Library at Wilkes-Barre. Then an invitation was sent out to 
everybody to send in the names of birds seen, with date of their arrival. Much 
interest was shown, twenty observers responded, and a list of seventy-six 
birds resulted. A bird-house contest was held at our neighboring town, Ply- 
mouth, early in the spring, for which our organization furnished part of the 
prizes. Much field-work is done by some of our members, who bubble over 
with enthusiasm and talk birds all of the time to whoever will listen and at 
least one member has had the pleasure of 'talking birds' on many occasions 
to schools. Boy Scouts, civic bodies, and social clubs. We hope that it all 
tends to help the good work along. — (Mrs.) Mabel H. Tkehbath, President. 



ORGANIZATIONS FORMALLY AFFILIATED WITH THE 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF AUDUBON 

SOCIETIES, OCTOBER 19, 1921 

STATE AUDUBON SOCIETIES 

Auzona: 

President, Thomas K. Marshall, Tucson, Ariz. 
Secretary, Mre. Harriet B. Thomber, Tucson, Ariz. 
California; 

President, WiUml Smith, Altsdena, Calif. 

Secretary, Miss Helen S. Pratt, 245 Ridgeway, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles, Calif. 

COLOBADO: 

President, E. R. Warren, 1511 Wood Ave., Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Secretary, Miss Hattie E. Richardson, 3337 Denter St., Denver, Colo. 

CONNECnCtTT: 

President, Mis. Mabel Osgood Wright, Fairfield, Conn. 

Secretary, Miss Charlotte A, Lacey, Southport, Conn. 
DisTsicT OF Columbia: 

President, Hon. Job Barnard, Falkstone Coutts, Washington, D. C. 

Secretary, Miss Helen P. Childs, Chevy Chase, Md. 
East Tennessee: 

Present, Rev. Angus McDonald, 131J Tremont St., Knoiville, Tenn. 

Secretary, Miss Magnolia Woodward, Chestnut Hill, Kooiville, Tenn. 
Flouda: 

President, Mrs. Katberine Tippelts, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Secretar>', W. Scott Way, Winter Park. Fla. 
Illinois: 

President, O. M. Schantz, 10 South LaSalle St., Chicago, lib. 

Secretary, Miss Catherine A. Mitchell, 10 S. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ills. 
Indiana: 

President, Prof. M. L. Fisher, Lafaj-ette, Ind, 

Sccretarj", Frank C. E\ans, Crawfordsville, Ind. 
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Masyland: 

President, Mrs. Baker Hull, The Washington Apts., Baltimore, Md. 

Secretary, Miss Margaretta Poe, 1304 N. Charles St., Baltimore, Md. 
Massachusetts: 

President, Edward Howe Forbush, 136 State House, Boston, Mass. 

Secretary, Winthrop Packard, 66 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 
Minnesota: 

President, Rev. J. N. Taylor, St. Paul, Minn. 

Secretary, 
MissouKi: 

President, Dr. Herman von Scbrenk, St. Louis, Mo. 

Secretary, Robert J. Terry, 5315 Ddmar Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
New Haupshire: 

President, Gen. Elbert Wheeler, Nashua, N. H. 

Secretary, George T. Atwell, Strafford, N. H. 
New Jbksey: 

President, John Dryden Kuser, Benurdville, N. J. 

Secretary, Beether S. Bowdish, 164 Market St., Newark, N. J. 
NosTH Casouna: 

President, Dr. R. H. Lewis, Raleigh, N. C. 

Secretary, Placide Underwood, Raleigh, N. C. 
NoBTH Dakota: 

President, Prof. Freeman, Care of Fargo College, Fargo, N. Dak. 

Secretary, O. A. Stevens, Fargo, N. Dak. 

President, Prof. Wm. G. Cramer, ibtgLincoln Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Secretary, Miss Kalherine Ratterman, 510 York St., Cindnnati, Ohio. 
' Okecon: 

Prewdent, William L. Finley, Jennings Lodge, Ore. 

Secretary, Dr. Emma J. Welty, 321 Montgomery St., Portland, Ore. 
Pennsylvania: 

President, Witmer Stone, Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. Pa. 

Secretary, Miss Elisabeth W. Fisher, 1233 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rhode Islandi 

President, Dr. H. E. Walter, Brown University, Providence, R. I. 

Acting Secretary, Miss Marie E. Gandette, Park Museum, Providence, R. I. 
Utah: 

President, J. H. Paul, Salt Lake City, Uuh. 

Secretary, Mrs. A. O. Treganxa, 634 E. 6th St. S., Salt Lake City, Utah. 
West Tennessee; 

President, 

Secretary, C. C. Hanson, Box 1043, Memphis, Tenn. 
West Virginia: 

President, Miss Bertha E, White, 160 Latrobe St., Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Secretary, Walter Donaghho, Emerson Ave., Parkersburg, W. Va, 

CLUBS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

Ain>UBON Association or the Pacific (Calif.): 

President, A. S. Kibble, 1534 Grove St.. Berkeley, Calif. 
Secretary, C. B. Lastreto, 360 California St., San Francisco, Calif. 
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Atjdusok Cum op Akdmdbe (Otla.): 

pRudent, Mn. Sam. H. Butler, iS jth Ave., N. E., Ardmorc, Okli. 

AnDOBOH SooETV OP Ibvincion (N. Y.): 

PrcNdent, Mrs. John B. Calvert, Irvington-on-Hudsoii, N. Y. 

Secretary, Mrs. George M. Cutmning, Irvington-OD-Hudson, N. Y. 
Bali. Bnu> Club (Mawe): 

President, Mrs. Charles Alexander, ij Pleasant St., Hallowell, Maine, 

Seoetaiy, Miss Elsie M. Stefabins, 43 Melville St., Augusta, Maine, 
Bbdpobd (N. Y.) Audubon Societv; 

President, William Boriand, Bediord Hills, N. Y. 

SerreUry, Miss Mary ClaA, Bedford Hills, N. Y. 
Bran Club of Washington {N. Y,): 

President. Mrs. Susan D. Sackett, MiUbrook, N. Y. 

Secretary, Mrs. Many S. Downing. MiUbrook, N. Y. 
BisD Conservation Club (Maine): 

Pre^dent, Mrs. J. C. Buzzelt, it Hudson St., Bangor, Maine. 

Secretary, Miss Alice Brown, Court St., Bangor, Maine. 
BiKD-LovERs' Club (N. V.): 

President, Miss E. E. Maltison, Box 1453, Middletown State Mortal, Middletown, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss H, Pearl Beyea, 113 Monhagan Ave., Middletown, N.Y. 
Blaib County (Pa.) Gaue. Fish and Forestby Association: 

President, John H. Winters, 1609 iitfa Ave., Altoona, Pa. 

Secretary, Dick Hcveriy, 1609 i6th St., Altoona, Pa. 
Bkitisb Columsia (Can.) Natubal Histokv Society: 

President, Hon. A. R. Sherwood, 41D Jones Block, Victoria, B. C, Can. 

Secretary. Hon. J. R. Anderson, 410 Jones Block, Victoria, B. C, Can. 
Brookune (Mass.) Bibd CLm: 

President,Dr. J. B.Brainerd, 57 Monmouth St., Brookline, Mass. 

Secretary, Mrs. Geo. W. Kaao, 16a Aspinwall Ave., Brookline, Mass. 
Brooklyn (N. Y.) Bird-Lovers' Club: 

President, Lester L. Walsh, 1 1 Waithery Ave., Ridgewood. N. J. 

Secretary, George B. Wilmott, 1 138 E. 37th St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Butfalo (N. Y.) Auduboh Society: 

President, Edward C. Avery, 114 Mariner St., Buffalo, N. Y. 

Secretary, Mrs. C. M. Wilson, 503 Lafayette Ave., Buffalo, N. Y. 
Burroughs- Audubon Nature Study Club (N. Y.): 

President, William B. Hoot. 203 Monroe Ave., Rochester, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Harriet Ganung, 57 S. Washington St., Rochester, N. Y. 
Burroughs Junior Audubon Society (N. Y.) : 

President, Miss Elizabeth Burroughs, Kingston High School, Kingston, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Ethel Shaffer, Kingston High School, Kingston, N. Y. 
BuiuioucHS Nature Study Club (N.Y.): 

Preadent, Judge T. Cuthell Cahlerwood, 1 11 S. Market St., Johnstown, N. Y. 

Secretaiy, Miss Margaret E. Raymond, »oo Fon CUire St., Johnstown, N. Y. 
Canandaigua (N. Y.) BiXD Club: 

Preddent, Mrs. Edwin P. Gardner. 140 Gibson St., Canandaigua, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Rachel Packard, sS Scotland Rood, Canandaigua, N. Y. 
Carrollton (Ky.) Woman's Club: 

President, 

Secretary, 
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Catoga Bdu> Club {N. V.) : 

Present, L. A. Fuertes, Itbaca, N, Y. 

Secretary, Dr. A. A. Allen, McGraw Hall, Ithaca, N. Y. 
Chadtaiiqiia Bnm and Tree Club (N. Y.): 

President, Mrs. Robert A. Miller, 17 W. 45th St, New York City. 

Secretary, Mrs. H. B. Norton, 19 Claremaot Ave., New York City. 
Civic League (Mich.): 

Prewdent, 

Secretary, Miss May Turner, 1701 Court St., S^naw, Mich. 
Clakkston Audubon Society (Wash.): 

President, Lloyd Ayies, Ctarkston, Wash. 

Secretary, Miss Lillian Nelson, Clarkston, Wash. 
Cleveland (Obio) Bisd-Loveb's Association: 

President, Mrs. E. C. T. Miller, 6ao Sweltand BIdg., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Secretary, Mrs. Wm. G. Pollock, loio Euclid Ave., aeveland, Ohio. 
CocoANUT Grove (Fla.) Audubon Society: 

President, Mrs. Kirk Muoroe, Cocoanut Giove, Fla. 

Secretary, Mrs. Florence D. Haden, Cocoanut Grove, Fla. 
Colorado Museum ot National History: 

President, Frank M. Taylor, Colorado Museum of Natural History, Denver, Colo. 

Director, J. D. Figgins, Cobrado Museum of Natural History, Denver, Colo. 
CoLtniBus (Omo) Audubon Society: 

President, Prof. J. S. Hine, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. 

Secretary, Miss Lucy B. Stone, 16 Garfield Ave., Columbus, Ohio, 
Couinmrrv Bird Club: 

President, Mrs. G. H. McGraw, Woodsville, N. H, 

Secretary, Miss Ella Munsell, Wells River, Vt. 
Crawfordsville (Ind.) Audubon and Natore-Study Club: 

Prewlent, Prof. Joy Leonard, Crawfordsville, Ind. 

Secretary, Mrs. Emma T. Bodine, Crawfordsville, Ind. 
Cumberland County Audubon Society (Maine) : 

President, Miss Mabel S. Daveis, 6 Bowdoin St, Portland, Maine. 

Secretary, Miss Amy Wiswell, Portland High School, Portland, Midne. 
Dana Natural History Societv.(N. Y.); 

President, Mrs. Theodore Horton, 306 Lancaster St., Albany, N. Y. 

Secretary, Mrs. John J. Merrill, 353 State St., Albany, N. Y. 
Danville (Ills.) Bird Club: 

President, 

Secretary, Mrs. T. W. Elliott, Hawthorne PI., Danville, Ills. 
Delta Duck Club (La.): 

President, John Dymond, Jr., Quarantme, P. O., La. 

Secretaiy, C. A. Burthe, Cottam Block, New Orleans, La. 
DETRorr (Mich.) Audubon SociBtY: 

President, Charles W. Bear, People's State Bank, Detroit, Mich. 

Secretary, Ralph Beebe, 2920 Hillgen Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Detroit (Mich.) Bird- Protecting Club: 

President, Mrs. J. D. Harmes, 331 Hamilton Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

Secretaiy, Miss Agnes Sherman, 571 E. Lavin Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Detroit (Mich.) Zo8locical Society: 

President, Edwin Denby, Dime Bank Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 

Secretary, Richard E. Follett, Dime Bank Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 
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DoyixsTOWH (Pa.) Natubi Cldb: 

Premdent, Mrs. I. M. James, Doylestown, Pa. 
Secretaryi Mrs. Thomu Haddon, Doylestomi, Pa. 

ELQIM (IlIS.) AtlDtTBOK SoOKTV: 

President, Mn. B. F. Benymui, 3 Chicago St., Elgin, lib. 

Secretary, Cyrill Abbott, 94 S. Liberty St., Eton, Ills. 
Glkader (Iowa) Audobon Socibty: 

President, A. J. Palas, Elksder, Iowa. 

Secretary, Miss Kathkeo M. Hempel, Elkader, lows. 
Englxvood (N. J.) Bau> Club: 

President, Dr. Frank M. Chapman, Englewood, N. J. 

Secretary, Miss Amy C. Parkbunt, a Booth St., Englewood, N. J. 
Erasmus Hall Adsobon Bird Club (N. Y.): 

Pre»dent, Jerome Allen, Erasmus Hall High School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Marion Deghuee, 188 Fenimore St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

EVANSVILLE (IND.) AUDtTBON SOCIETY: 

President, George S. Clifford, Evansville, Ind. 

Secretaiy, Miss Edith O. Trimble, 1040 S. 2d St., Evansville, Ind. 
Forest Hilis Gardens (N. Y.) AmiUBON Socnrrv: 

President, Mrs. George Smart, 45 I^eepdena Rd,, Forest Hills, N. Y. 

Secretaiy, Miss Mary E. Knevela, g Station Square, Forest Hills, N. Y. 
Francis W. Parker School (Ills.): 

PreMdent, 

Secretary, Miss Florence M. Hefter, Chicago, Ills. 
Friends of our Native Wild Life (N. Dak.): 

President, Miss Bertha R. Burton, aig 3d St., Bismarck, N, Dak. 

Secretary, Russell Reed, Bismarck, N. Dak. 
Clenville (W. Va.) Nouial Bird Club: 

President, Edgar Hatfield, GlenviUe Normal School, GlenviUe, W. Va. 

Secretaiy, Miss Pansy Starr, GlenviUe Noimal School, GlenviUe, W. Va 
Genesee Audubon Bird Club (N. Y.); 

President, Keith Pierce, Wesleyan Seminary, Lima, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Henrietta Wills, Wesleyan Seminary, Lima, N. Y. 
Greystone Pakk (N. J.) Bird Club: ^ 

President, Robert E, Cooney, Greystone Park, N. J. 

Secretary, Alfred E. Thistleton, Greystone Park, N. J. 
Geotok (Mass.) Bird Club: 

President, Rev. Charles B, Ames, Groton, Mass. 

Secretary, 
Havilton (Ont.) Bird- Protection Society: 

President, R. Owen Meniman, 96 W. id St., Hamilton, Ont., Can. 

Secretary, Miss Ruby R Mills, 36 Robinson St., Hamilton, Ont., Can. 
Hardy Garden Club or Ruxton (Md.): 

President, Mrs. Duncan K. Brent, Ruxton, Md. 

Secretary, Mrs. Harry T. Matthews, Ruxton, Md. 
Hartford (Conn.) Bird-Study Club: 

Preddent, Albert Morgan, 95 Raymond Rd., Hartford, Conn. 

Secretary, Miss Florence Newberry, West Newbeny, Comi. 
Iowa City (Iowa) Audubon Soctety: 

President, Mrs. Charles B. Wilson, Iowa City, Iowa. 

Secretary, G. B. MacDonald, Iowa City, Iowa. 
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Ibwin (Pa.) Addcbos Society: 

Prcudent, R. T. McCormick, Irwin, Pa. 

Secretary, Bert H. Rylander, Irwin, Pa, 
Jackson (Mich.) Audubon Soceety: 

President, John Q. Breck, 414 W. Clinton St., Jackson, Mich. 

Secretary, Misa Jennie Dovan Green, Jackson, Mich. 
Little Lake Club (La.): 

Presdent, W. B. Spencer, Cuyamd Fruit Bidg., New Orleans, La. 

Secretary, George B. Matthews, Jr., 410 S. Front St., New Orleans, La. 
Los Amoelxs (Calit.) Audubon Soaxnr: 

President, Mra, F. T. Bicknelt, 319 S. Normandie Ave,, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Secretary, Mra. George H. Crane, 1J17 W. SanU Barbara St., Los Angeles, Calif, 
Manchestek (N. H.) Bisd Club: 

President, Dr. George S. Foster, 915 Chestnut St., Manchester, N. H. 

Secretary, Miss Daisy E. Flaudeis, 714 Beech St., Manchester, N. H. 
Manchestbk (Mass.) Woman's Ciub: 

President, Mrs. Seddie L. FoUett, Smiths Point, Manchester, Mass. 

Secretary, Miss Mary G, Clarke, 131 Bridge St., West Manchester, Mass. 
Manttowoc Countx (Wis.) Fish and Gaue Psoiective Association: 

Preudent, E. L. Kelley, Dempsey Bldg., Manitowoc, W^. 

Secretary, Fred Carus, 1401 Washington SL, Manitowoc, Wb. 
Mebiden (Conn.) Bod Club: 

President, Judge Frank L. Fay, 510 Broad St., Meiiden, Conn. 

Secretary, Miss Esther R. Hall, 4S1 E. Mun St., Meriden, Conn. 
Meriden(N. H.)BibdClub: 

President, Harry B. Preston, Meiiden, N, H, 

Secretary, Miss Elizabeth F. Bennett, Meriden, N. H. 
Meriden (Conn.) Sportsmen's AssociATtON : 

President, John M. Freitag, 53 Randolph Ave., Meriden, Conn. 

Secretary, Louis C. Dassin, S9 Windsor Ave., Meriden, Conn. 
MiAHA (FiA.) Audubon Society: 

President, Mra. J. T. Gratigny, Bueoa Vista, Fla. 

Secretary, Mra. R. D. Maxwell, 330 S. E. ist Ave., Miami, Fla. 
Millbrook (N. Y.) Garden Club: 

President, Oakleigh Thome, MiUbiook, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Katberine Wodell, Millbrook, N, Y. 
Minneapous (Minn.) Audubon Society: 

President, Mrs. Charles F. Keyes, 321$ Lake of Isles Blvd., Minneapolis, Minn. 

Secretary, Mis. D. D. Webster, 1711 Irving Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Milwauxee (Wis.) Wild- Life Protective Society: 

President, Clarence J. Allen, P. O. Boi 73S, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Secretary, Charies I. Foster, 534 Caswell Block, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Miss Hattie Atn>tTB0N Society (Ky.) ; 

President, Mrs, Pierce Butler, 1303 ist St., Louisville, Ky. 

Secretary, Miss Jenny L. Robbins, 505 W. Ormsby Ave., Louisville, Ky. 
Missoula (Mont,) Bum Club: 

President, Mra. Sarah E. Sumner, 416 Grand Ave., Missoula, Mont. 

Secretary, Miss C. Wells, 501 S. 4th St., Missoula, Mont. 
Monday Conversational Club (Ohio): 

President, Mra. Ada Davey, 650 Bryson St., Youngstown, Ohio. 

Secretary, Mra. E. L. McKelvy, Boardnuut Rd,, Youngstown, Ohio. 
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MONTCLAiR (N. J.) Bird Ci-nB: 

President, Randolph H. Hoiriand, 164 Wildwocxl Ave., Upper Montdair, N. J. 

SecreUiy, Miss Ellen Quick, 170 Innood Ave., Upper Montckir, N. J. 
NATttBE-STDDv Club (Ills.): 

President, Mrs. Maude M. Cormack, 110 N. Avon St., Rockford, Ills. 

Secretary, Miss Gertrude M. Thomas, 1003 N. Court St., Rockford, His. 
Natubb-Stddy Chjb (Iowa): 

President, Mrs. Charles McNider, 333 id St., 5. E. Mamn City, Iowa. 

Secretary, Mrs. W. F. Muse, 11 River Hdghts, Mason City, Iowa. 
Neicbborhood Natck£ Club (Cohm): 

President, Miss Elizabeth H. Banks. Weatport, Conn. 

Secretary, Miss Mary H. Burr, Southport, Conn. 
Newakk (N. J.) Bait and Flv-Casting Club: 

President, Kenneth F. Lockwood, q3 Richelieu Terrace, Newark, N. J. 

Secretary, R. Kersting, 81 Fulton St., New York City. 
New Bedtosd (Mass.) Wokan's Clitb: 

President, Mrs. Walter H. Bassett, 347 Union St., New Bedford, Mass. 

Secretary, Mrs. I. M. Kelscy, 53 Willis St., New Bedford, Mass. 
Newbusyfokt (Mass.) Bird Club: 

PreddenI, 

Secretary, Miss Helen Coffin, 110 SUte St., Newburyport, Maw. 
New Cektuby Club ot Utica, (N. Y.) : 

President, Mrs. Frances W. Roberts, 153 Genesee St., Utica, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Ida J. Butcher, 153 Genesee St., Utica, N. Y. 
New PmLASEipau (Oaio) Ban Club: 

Preudent, Mrs. J. M. Smith, New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

Secretary, Miss Gertrude Kaderly, New Philadelphia, Ohio. 
New York Bwd and Tbee Club (N. Y.): 

President, Dr. George F. Kuni, 601 W. iioth St., New York City. 

SecreUiy, Mis. David C. Ball, 130th St. and Hudson River, New York Oty. 
NoBKisTOWN (Pa.) Audubon Club: 

President, Willis R. Roberts, Soo DeKalb St., Nonistown, Pa. 

Secretary, Miss Isabella Walker, 50 Jacoby St., Norristown, Pa. 
NoRTB Easi Natuke- Study Club (Pa.): 

President, N. S. Woodruff, North East, Pa. 

Secretaiy, Mrs. J. M. Benedict, North East, Pa. 
Oil Cmr (Pa.) Audubon Club: 

President, Miss Grace Robinson, 304 Orange St., Oil Gty, Pa. 

Secretary, Miss Hattie Goold, 106 W. ist St., Oil City, Pa. 
Pasadena (Calit.) Audubon Sdciety: 

President, Howard W. Carter, Pasadena, Calif. 

Secretary, Miss Alice W. Pitman, 747 N. Mentor Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 
Peokja (Ills.) Audubon Societv: 

President, Mrs. V. H. Chase, 402 Fisber St., Peoria, Ills. 

Secretaiy, Miss Minnie M. Clark, 514 Western Ave., Peoria, His. 
Philercian (Mass.): 

President, Mrs. Walter A. Poore, 94 Liberty St., E. Braintree, Mass. 

Secretary, Mrs. H. T. French, 353 Beacon St., Boston 17, Mass. 
PiLGkui Women's Club (Mass.): 

President, Mrs. CharlotU Gaylord, 31 Trull St., Dorchester, Mass. 

Secretaiy, Mis. Alma Worthington, 116 Amandine St., Dorchester, Mass. 
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Province of Quebec (Can.) Society for the Pkotection of Birds; 

President, L. McI. Tenili, 44 St&nley Ave., St. Kamberta, Que., Cao. 

Secretary, Mrs, M. E. L. Dyer, it Willow Ave., Westmount, Montreal, Can. 
Racdib {Wis.) Bird Club: 

Pr«ident, 

Secretary, Mlsa L. M. Collier, 1308 Main St., Radne, Wis. 
Randolph Bihd Cure of Westfield (N. Y.); 

President, Arthur B. Ottaway, Westfield. N. Y. 

Secretaty, Miss Olive R. Jones, 16 Chestnut St., Westfield, N. V. 
Read, Mark and Learn CLtrs (R. I.): 

President, Mrs. Julia A. Rich, 31 Whitnarsh St., Providence, R. I. 

Secretary, Mis. George A. Jephcrson, 134 Brown St., Providence, R. I. 
Resolute Circle of the King's Oaughtbrs (Conk.) : 

President, Mis. Elizabeth Rathbum, Ivoiyton, Conn. 

Secretaiy, Mis. L. Behrois, Ivory ton, Conn. 
Rhinebeck (H. V.) Bird Club: 

President, MaunseU Crcsby, Rhinebeti, N. Y. 

Secretary, Tracy Dows, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
RocKAWAV (N, Y.) Bird Cl0B: 

President, Arthur H. Cooper, 7 Lockwood Ave., Far Rockaway, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Margaret 5. Green, Far Rockaway, N. Y. 
Sagebrush and Pini Club (Wash.): 

President, J. Howard Wright, North Yakiina, Wash. 

Secretaiy, Miss Carrie Groseobaugh, North Yakima, Wash. 
St. Louis (Mo.) Bird Club: 

President, Dr. Robert J. Terry, 5315 Oelmar Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

Secretary, Miss Jennie F. Chase, St. Louis, Mo. 
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Audubon Socixtv: 

Preddent, Mrs. Eatherine Tippetb, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Secretary, Mis. M. G. Foster, St. Petersburg, Fla, 
Saratoga Spungs (N. Y.) Bird Club: 

President, Waldo Leon Rich, ij Rock St., Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Caroline C. Walbridge, 109 Lake Ave., Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
Savannah (Ga.) Audubon Socisrv: 

President, H. B. Skeele, 116 W. Gaston St., Savannah, Ga. 

Secretary, Mrs. B. F. Bullard, 133 East 36 St., Savannah, Ga. 
ScrruATE (Mass.) Woman's Club: 

President, Mrs. Eva L. Granes, North Sdtuate, Mass. 

Secretaiy, Mrs. Maiy A. Doherty, Scituate, Mass. 
ScRANTON (Pa.) Bird Club: 

Present, Mrs. Frands H. Coffin, ijiS Jefferson Ave., Scranton, Pa. 

Secretary, Miss Eleanor Jones, 14 Darte Ave., Carbondale, Pa. 
Seattle (Wash.) Audubon Socoty: 

President, Mrs. C. N. Compton, 6510 Rrst Ave., N. E., Seattle, Wash. 

Secretaiy. F. W. Cook, 1603 E. Harrison St., Seattle, Wash. 
Sewicklev Valley (Pa.) Audubon SocOTy: 

President, Mrs. Tracy W. Guthrie, Edgeworth, Pa. 

Secretary, Miss E. L. Young, 405 Peebles St., Sewickley, Pa. 
Skaneateles (N. Y.) Audubon Society : 

President, 

Secretary, Mbs Sarah M. Turner, Skaneateles, N. Y. 
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SociBTE Provencheb d'Histokie Naturxlle: 

President, Rev. P. J. Fillion, i8 Avenue Maboneuve, Quebec, Can, 

Secretary, Joseph D. Matte, 18 Avenue Maisoneuve, Quebec, Can. 
South Bend (Ind.) Humane Society: 

Pieaident, George B. Beitner, 1833 Portage Ave,, South Bend, Ind. 

Secretary, H. A. Pershing, 303 E. Wayne St., South Bend, Ind. 
SouTB Haven (Micb.) Bikd Club: 

President, Mrs, A. D, Williams, South Haven, Mich., Route No. a. 

Secretary, Miss Florence T. Gregory, South Haven, Mich. 
Spokane (Wash.) Bird Club: 

President, Walter Bruce, S13 Lincohi Place, Spokane, Wash. 

Secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth Buckecker, W. 715 Chelan Ave., Spokane, Wa^. 
Stanton Bikd Clitb (Maine): 

President, Albert L. Kavutagh, 36 Lbbon St., Lewiston, Maine. 

Secretary, Mrs. C. E, Norton, 8 Mountain Ave., Lewiston, Maine. 
Statem Island (N. Y.) Bird Club: 

President, Mrs. CHkrlesM. Porter, m Davis Ave., W. New Brighton, S. I.. N. Y 

Secretary, Charles W. Leng, New Brighton, S. I., N. Y. 
Sussex County (N. J.) Nature-Study Club: 

President, Mrs. Wm. G. Drake, 33 Halsted St., Newton, N. J. 

Secretary, Miss F. Blanche Hill, Andover, N. J. 
ToPEKA (Kans.) Audubon Societv: 

President, 

Secretary, 
Tuesday Sososis Club (Mass.): 

President, Mis. William McQueston, 34 Martton St., Lawrence, Mass. 

Secretary, Mrs. Hiram H. Mellor, 493 Lowell St., Lawrence, Mass. 
Ulster Garden Club (N. V,): 

President, Mrs. John Washburn, Saugerties, N. Y. 

Secretary, Mrs. Charles Warren, Clinton Ave., Kingston, N. Y. 
Ulster (Pa.) Nature Club: 

President, Mrs. Fred E. Mather, Ulster, Pa. 

Secretary, Miss Martha McMoran, Ulster, Pa. 
Vassar Wake- Robin Clob (N. Y.): 

President, Miss Mary K. Brown, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Mary Home, Vassax College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Veruont Bird Club: 

President, Dr. Ezra Brainerd, Middlebury, Vt. 

Secretary, Mrs. Nellie Flynn, Burlington, VL 
Vico County (Ind.) Bird Club: 

Prewdent, Mrs. T, W, Moorehead, I2t W. 8th St., Terte Haute, Ind. 

Secretary, Sarah J. Elliott, Union Hospital, Terre Haute, Ind. 
Wadleigh General Organization (N. V.) : 

President, Miss Frieda Finklestem, 133 W. 1 1 ith St., New York City. 

Secretary, Miss Mildred Bunnell, 13s W. ijsth St., New York City. 
Washdigton State Federahon of Women's Clubs: 

President, Mrs. A. E. Larson, 1811 W, Yakima Ave., Yakima, Wash. 

Secretary. Mrs. W. 0. Bradbury, 513 N. id St., Yakima, Wash. 
Waterbury (Conn.) Bird Club : 

Present, Mrs. A. A. Crane, 300 W. Main St., Waterbury, Conn. 

Secretary, Carl F. Notthrup, 144 Bank St., Waterbury, Conn. 
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Watertown (N. y.) Bird Club: 

President, P. B. Hudson, WaUrtown, N. Y. 

Secretary, Miss Grace B. Nott, Wateitown, N. Y. 
Welleslev College (Mass.) Bibo Club: 

President, Miss Margaret Longaker, 451 Tower Court, Wellesley, Mass. 

Seccetaiy, Miss Helen A. Gary, 115 Tower St., Wellesley, Mass. 
West Chester (Pa.) Bird Club: 

President, Dr. Qyde E. Ebinger, 100 Rosedde Ave., West Chester, Pa 

Secretary, Miss Lilian W. Pierce, 10s S. Walnut St., West Chester, Pa. 
Western Pennsvlvania Audubon Societv: 

President, Charles B. Horton, 902 Standard Life BIdg., Pittsburgh, Fa. 

Secretary, John W. Thomas, Frick Bldg., IHttsburgh, Pa. 
WiLLiAMSTOWN (Maes.) Bird Club: 

President, Mrs. Walter MacLaren, Willianutown, Mass. 

Secretary, Mrs. Carroll L. Maxey, Williamstown, Mass. 
Winter Parr (Fla.) Bird Club: 

President, Rev. W. M. Butt, Winter Park, Fla. 

Secretary, W. Scott Way, Winter Park, Fla. 
Wisconsin Game Protective Association: 

President, Mark Catlin, Appleton, Wa. 

Secretary, E. P. Trautman, Stevens Point, Wis. 
Woman's Club (Conn.): 

Preudent, Mrs. E. B. Hobart, 40 Maple St., Seymour, Conn. 

Secretary, Ma. L. C. McEwen, 106 West St., Seymour, Conn. 
Wyncote (Pa.) Bird Club: 

President, E. H. Parry, Wyncote, Pa. 

Secretary, Miss Esther Heacock, Wyncote, Pa. 
WvoHtNG Valley (Pa.) Audubon Society; 

President, Mrs. W. J. Trembath, 30S Maple Ave., Kingston, Pa. 

Secretary, H. W. Bay, 66 Pettebone St., Forty Fort, Pa. 
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JOHN H. KOCH ft COMPANY, Cenia«d Public Accountanti 
55 Liberty Street, New York 

October 21, iQii. 
The AuiiiT CoioniTEE, 

National Association of Audubon Societies, Inc., 
IQ74 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

Gentlemen: — We have completed our customary examination of the books, 
accounts, and records of The National Association of Audubon Societies, Inc., 
tor the year ended October 19, 1911, and present herewith the following 
Exhibits together with our comments thereon: 

Exhibit A — Balance Sheet as at the close of business, Octobek ig, 1931. 
Exhibit B — Incoke and Expense Account, Genebal Fund. 
Exhibit C — Incoue and Expense Statement, Egbet Pbotection Fund. 
Exhibit D — Incoub and Expense Stateuent, Childben's Educational Fimo. 
Exhibit E — Income and Expense Statement, Department or Applied 

OKNnsoLocy. 
Exhibit F — Income and Expense Statement, Fund fob National Pabks' 

Exhibit G — Statement 01 Cash Receipts and Disbuksements. 

All disbursements made on account of your various funds were substantiated 
either by duly approved and receipted vouchers or cancelled endorsed checks. 
We examined all investment securities held at your safe deposit vault and 
found them to be in order. 

Confirmations were received from your depositories, certifying to the 
balances as shown on your books. 

Submitting the foregoing, we are. Very truly yours, 

JOHN H, KOCH & CO., 
Certified PuUie Accoiinla»ts, 
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The Report of the Treasurer of the National Association 
of Audubon Societies, for Year Ending October 19, 1921 

Exhibit A 

ASSETS 
Cash in Bimii and at Ofict (Exhibit C;) VSiiios 83 



Bal&nce October ig, igio fi>6i5 40 

Additions this year J47 60 

$1,863 00 
Las — Depredation 383 25 

1.479 75 

Itaentory oj PlaUs, etc. {Nominal Value) 500 00 

Bird Island Purchase, Orange Lake, Fla 150 10 

Bux~ard Island, S.C 300 00 

Audi^on Boats — 

Balance October 19, 1910 ti,9i6 66 

Lesi— Sale of "Grebe 11" taja 00 

Depredation i»7 09 

397 OQ 

I.S39 S7 

Inteslnunls, Endowment Fund — 

Bonds and Mortgages on Manhattan and Bronx Real Estate. (407,700 oo 

U. S. Mortgage & Tnist Co. Bonds 3/xxj 00 

U. S. Government Liberty Bonds (Par $45,400.00) 45iio5 00 

455.805 00 

Investments, Mary Dulcher ifemorial Fund — 

Bonds and Mortgages on Manhattan Real Estate 7iI<m 00 

Investment, Roosaelt Memtirial Fund — 

V. S. Government Liberty Bonds (Par |ii,ooa.oo) 1I1S39 65 

Prepaid Interest on EndowmetU Fund Investment ^3 75 

Total Assets $Si".843 75 
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Endmimatl Fund— LIABILITIES AND SURPLUS 

Balance, OctobcT 19, 1910 $447,319 04 

Received from Life Memben iSi'S* 00 

Received from Gifts 7»ooo 

Bequest from Estate of Betsy S. Beal , lOO 00 

Balance October ig, ig2o — — $463,399 04 

Maty Dttkka Memoriai Fund — 

Balance October 19, igii. . . 7i737 70 

Special Fundi— 

Egret Protection Fund, Exhibit C $2,706 75 

ChildicD's Educational Fund, Exhibit D . 11,451 63 

Department of Applied Ornithology, Exhibit E iS 01 

Roosevelt Memorial Fund 14,675 16 

Fund for National Paries Defense, Exbitut F .... 1,463 93 

Accounts FayabU , . . . 9iiS3 °° 

Swflus— 

Balance, October ig, iggo , $7.3^3 71 

Add: Gain for year ended October ig, 1911, from Income 

Account, Exhibit B 1,914 St 

Balance, Ocleber ig, 1^21 10,938 53 

ToU^ liabUUiei and Surplus $5^1,843 7S 

INCOME AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT— General Fund 

Exhibit B EXPENSE 

Wardens' Services and Reservations — 

Salaries $5^5 00 

Reservation Expense 46 00 

Educational Effort— ~~ ~ '57' °° 

Administration Expense. $8,301 43 

BiKD-LORE, Extra Pages Aiuiual Report 1,890 14 

BiKD-LoKE to Members , 5,963 87 

Bird Books 1,877 65 

Colored Plates in Bird-Lore 394 73 

Contribution to Florida Audubon Society 500 00 

Contribution to George Shiras Testimonial 100 00 

Contribution to American Bison Society loo 00 

William Dutcher Tablrt a4S 00 

Drawings 340 00 

Electros and Half'tones 33 98 

Educational J-eafiets 3i386 81 

Field Glasses *i043 47 

Field Agente' Salaries and Expenses 6,570 74 

L^islation 869 09 

Library 140 84 

Printing, Of&ce and Field Agents 614 65 

Slides 1,039 80 

Summer School Work 63 Jo 

Miscellaneous, Supply Department 615 16 

Roosevelt Bird Refuge 631 49 

36,7*1 44 
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Report of the Treasurer 

INCOME AND BXPKNflB ACCOUNT— BXPBNBB. contlniwd 

Central Expenses — 

Anniul Meeting Expense ^467 05 

Aucfitiog US 00 

Cartage siid Eipressage 59 04 

Depreciation on Boats 127 09 

Depredation on Office Furniture 383 35 

Electric Light 33 86 

Exchange on Checks »o 88 

Envekqtes aod Supplies , 711 60 

Insurance , i*3 4S 

L^al Services , )6o 00 

Miscellaneous 354 60 

Multigraphing 68 70 

Publicity and Propaganda ii,4or 44 

Office and Storeioom Rents 3,Q7i ot> 

Office Assistants 8,716 53 

Postage r,ai7 37 

Supply Department Expense 9,167 94 

Stencils, Addressograpb machine 68 96 

Tel^japh and Telephone 301 74 



Total Expense 

Batanct being Net Profit for year carritd to Surplus (Exhibit A) . . 



INCOME 

liembers' Dues 

Contribulums 

Interest on Inteitmenis 

Supply Department Receipts- 
Bird Books t«,766 61 

Bird-Lore 716 k> 

Educational Leaflets S,SSS 35 

Field-Glasses. 2,986 1 2 

Slides Jii 00 

Bulletins 149 33 

Cabinets 416 76 

Charts 683 $7 

Total Income 
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EGRET PROTECTION FUND 

Exhibit C INCOME AND EXPENSE STATEMENT 

B<iUinc*, October 19, i^ao Ssi> 4S 

iNCOltJ— 

Contribudona 4,oa4 ij 

Expense — 

EgKt Wardens Ji>37o 00 

Legal Services is 0° 

Reservation Eipenses 3 00 

Telegraph i 00 

Inapecting R<Mdteries 327 71 

Traveling Expense 3a ao 

Printing 56 33 

Motion Pictures and Prints 1462 

Balance, unexpended, Ocleher ig, Ig2i per Exhibit A $3,706 75 

CHILDREN'S EDUCATIONAL FUND 
Bzhihit D INCOME AND EXPENSE STATEMENT 

Balance, October ig, lg20 SSiiJo °1 

Contributions ti\,(x)i 25 

Junior Mend>eis' Fees 12,q66 20 



Administrative E;[peDse Si.soo 00 

BtUt-LOBE to Junior Club* 4^29 68 

Buttons to Junior Clubs ii978 39 

Colored Plates in Bikd-Loke 394 73 

Cartage and Expressage 278 68 

Field Agents' Salaries and Expenses 4,237 33 

HaD-Tones (or Publications 1 81 

Office Rent t.ooS 00 

Office Supplies 263 31 

Miscellaneous 128 56 

Postage on Circulars and Literature 5,861 34 

Printed Circulars to Teachers 3,071 07 

Printed Envelopes jig 87 

Printing Leaflet Units for Junior MemtfCis i6,S77 SS 

Reports and Publicity 3,353 W 

Soliciting for Junior Funds 589 03 

Stenographic and Qerical Work 4,743 44 



Balance, unexpended, October tg, JQZt per Exiibit A . . 
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DEPARTMENT OF APPLIED ORNITHOLOGY 
INCOME AND EXPENSE STATEMENT 
Exhibit E 

Balance, umxpmdtd, Oclobrr ig, igzo $0 66 

Income — 

CoDtributioiu $300 00 

Eanungs of Mr, H. K. Job — Public Lectures 782 8; 

i,o8» 85 

ti/>83 SI 

Expenses— 

Agent's Salary and Eipenae Ij06s 50 

Batanu, unexpetided, Oclobrr ig, igzi ptr Exkibil A $18 01 



FUND FOR NATIONAL PARKS' DEFENSE 
INCOME AND EXPENSE STATEMENT 
Eihibii F 

Income— 

Contributions (6,103 S** 

Expenses — 

Publicity on behali of National Parks $1,600 it 

Postage on Circulars and Correspondence 501 50 

Expenses of Agent in Washington, D. C 140 30 

Slides Illustrating National Parks 187 50 

Contributions to National Parks Association 690 00 

Contributions to American Civic Association 500 00 

Telegrsms 17 91 

Miscellaneous i 15 

Sfi39 SI 



expended, October ig, tgzi per Exkibil A 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
Exhibit G 

RicEiFre— 

Income. General Fund $70,006 75 

EDdowment Fund 16,070 00 

F.gret Protection Fund 4>o34 is 

Children'* Education&l Fund 541658 45 

Deputment oF Applied Omitbology 1,083 85 

RooKvdt Memorial Fund 359 aj 

National Paries Defense Fund 61I03 So 

Sale of Boat 170 00 

Tolai Receipts for Y far ended October 19,1921 Si5i,574 93 

C<uk Bounce, OcU>ber 19, igio 43.4^0 31 



DlSBtlBSEMENTS— 

Expenses, General Fund $66,581 60 

Endowment Fund Investments $19,805 00 

Endowment Fund Interest Prepaid, . 23 75 

S>9,8iS 7S 

Lest: Investments Reduced 8,450 00 

31,378 75 

Egret Protection Fund i,8i9 85 

Children's Educational Fund 39>i83 89 

Department of Applied Ornithology 1,065 5^ 

National Parks' Defense Fund 3,639 57 

Furniture 147 60 

Roosevelt Memorial Fund, Investment i>>839 6$ 

Unpaid Bills, October 19, 1931 7,363 00 



Telal Disbursements for year ended October ig, 1921 . . 
Cask Balantt, October 19, 1921 per Exhibit A 



T. GtLMBT Peabson, President. New York, October 34. iQ"- 

National Association of Audubon Societies, 
New York City. 

Dear Sir: — ^We have examined report submitted by John H. Koch & Com- 
pany, certified public acoiimtants, of the National Association of Audubon 
Societies, for the year ending October 19, 1931. The accounts show balance 
sheets of October ig, 1921, and income and expense account for the year ending 
the same date. Vouchers and paid checks have been examined by them in 
connection with all disbursements, and also the securities in the Safe Deposit 
Company. Yours very truly, 

" . LUCAS, 
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The 

Packard 
Automatic Food-House 

Keeps the food dry; aooiji waste; lasli years 

Costs 75c.— Two for $1.25 

by ina\\.—fVHY PAY MORET 

Add poacujc. Milling weight, 5 pound). 

SPECIAL MIXTURE BIRD FOOD 

A balanced rauon; best for the birda; 

best for the food-house. 

8 lbs. for SI. 25, by mail. Add postage 

Evcrrthing for Wild Birdi. Cttalopu Jrtt. 

WINTHROP PACKARD 

Can ton, Ma»amchu»ettB 



Bird Almanac 1922 

£««ry bird Bad natun lonr will wmAt tki* Calmdftj 
cl ev«nt*, iBwiratjfin And b«Huty. 

Boudful pfaol« of livini wild bird*. ExoIlEDtua 
fift. Miil, piioabOcwu. 

AUDUBON SOOETV OF BUFFALO 

Boc BiiItalo.N.y. 



SIMPLEX 
SUET-HOLDERS 

The best device For feeding suet to the birds. 
encouraginH them about one's home and helping 
them to successfully withstand the winter. 

Now is the important time to get thera put up. 
although the birds will feed from the holders 

3S emit each, 3 for ft. 
$3 ptr dotal fettpOi 

SIMPLEX BIRD APPARATUS CO. 
Demarest, New Jersey 



For Sale 

Complete Set of Bird-Lore. First eigh- 
teen volumes, bound in half morocco; 
in perfect condition. 
C. UPLIMPTON.Tilton, NowHamp^ira 



Christmas Gift Suggestions for Nature-Lovers 



Burg«>a Bird Book for Children. A book for very youthful readers. $3. 1 5 postpaid. 
Tales from BirdUnd. By T. Gilbert Pesraon. lUuatrstedbyCharlesLivingitonBull. Experiences 
of birds in the open, woven together with human-interest storiea. 80 centa poatpaid. 



The Bird Study Book. By T. Gilbert PearKin. Illustrated. Tells about such things as polygamy 

among birds, number of birds in each state, list of bird reservations, etc. $I.3S postpaid. 
Aur'.ubon Field Glaaa for Bird-study. Complete with case and strap $7.50. 
Lemaire Opera GUaa. Unsurpassed for field work. With case $12.00. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF AUDUBON SOCIETIES 
1974 Broadway, New York 
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Books for Bird-Lovers 

By FRANK M. CHAPMAN 



HANDBOOK OF BIRDS GF EASTERN NOBTH AMERICA 

Third edition. With ininxluctory chapters on the stud}' of Ornithology; how to 
identify birds and how to collect and preaerve Inrda, their nests and eggs. 30 filU- 
page platea and 150 cat* in the text. tunc, library edition, $^ Pocket editiofu' 
fonet. , 

BIRD LIFG 

A guide to the study of our 



_, .. __. ._ _.. bifdi. With 75 fiill-page colored pistes and 

_ .. drawings by Ernest TTiompson Seton. Containing an Appendix, 

especially designed for teachers, limo. Cloth. h net. 

BIRD SmjOiSft WITH A CAMERA 

A fascinating account of ihe habits of common birds, with descriptions of the 
largest bird colonies existing in eastern North America. The author's phenomenal 
success in photographing birds in Nature not only lends to the illustrations the 
chann of realism, but makes the book a record of surprising achievements with 
the camera, ilmo. Cloth. fo net. 

VARBLERS OF NOBTH AMERICA 

A full description of our most beautiful, most abundant, and least known bird*. 
Dr. Chapman knows these "dainty, fascinatintt sprites of the ireetops" perhaps 
better than any other student of Nature, and he has here drawn on his great 
wealth of material for one of the most interestingly instructive books of this kind 
ever written. Illustrated with many colored plates and photographs of nests and 
eggs. Imp. ivo. Illustrated. $4"'^ 

CAMPS AND CRUISES OF AN ORNTrHOLOGIST 

The story of eiglit years' experience in travel, in which the author covered over 
60,000 miles in nls search for material with which to prepare a series of groups of 
American birds, to exceed in beauty and scientific value anything which had here- 
tofore been attempted in this line. The Illustrations, over 250 in number, are 
from Dr. Chapman's photographs, and beyond question form a remarkable scne* 
of pictures of Wd-life. 8vo. $4 net. 

COLOR KEY TO NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS 

This work may be described as an illustrated dictionary of North American birds. 
I. :. .L^ most complete publicarion of its kind, and makes an admirable introduc- 
the study of birds and the literature of Ornithology, and at the same time 
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rark 0/ reference. Over 800 picture*. 
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OUR WINTER BIRDS 

An introduction to the studv of birds. The author believes that the study of Orni- 
thology should begin with the winter birds as they are fewer in number and easier 
to approach. Divided into convenient groups such as field birds, forest birds, 
home birds, etc. Illustrated, iimo. $1.50 net. 

1BE TRAVELS OF BIRDS 

A series of chapters on bird migration, describing birds a 
travel, dangers by the way, night flyers and day flyers, e( 
from drawings. Illustrated. 

WHAT BIRD IS THATf 

A bird book for beginners with 301 birds in color. t'-S° net. 

For Sate at All BookseOerr 

Publisher. D. APPLETON AND COMPANY n^ York 
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